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TO  THE  SACRED  MEMORV 
OF  THE 

FATHERS  AND  MOTHl^RS 

OF 

The  Town  of  WiLMiNcnoN, 

THIS   book   is  most  AFFECT [ONATELV  DEDICATED. 


SojNc  arc  still  with  ks,  cJiargcd  witJi  the  duties  of  the  hour 
many  Jiave  gone  before y  joining  the  great  majority. 
May  their  brigJit  and  shining  example 
ever  be  to  us  a  guiding  star  in  the 
voyage  of  Hfe. 
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WILMINGTON  REUNION 


A  mUKF  ACCOUNT  OF  Mr:ASURl^S  TAKIuN  WIJICII 
RESULTED  IN  THE  Rr:UN10N. 


^  Dl^^SIRE  seems  simultaneously  to  have  possessed  the  minds 


of  many  of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Wilmington  to  revisit 
the  home  of  their  childhood  and  renew  the  friendships  and  asso- 
ciations of  other  days  ;  this  desire  was  natuj-ally  communicated 
to  others,  only  to  find  a  hearty  response. 

There  is  a  livins^"  cord  which  binds  men  and  animals  to  the 
spots  where  they  first  feel  life.  A  wonderful  instinct  [guides 
tile  lish  of  the  sea  througdi  the  dark  Hoods  of  the  ocean  to  the 
streams  where  their  existence  began;  that  dire6ls  the  bird 
through  the  vast  expanse  of  the  air  back  to  the  hidden  spot 
where  it  was  born,  and  enables  the  beast  of  the  forest  to  track 
its  way  tlirough  dense  shades  to  its  native  laii". 

So  there  is  in  the  heart  of  man  a  secret,  vague  ^'earning,  an 
instinctive  desire  to  visit  his  native  home,  which  time  can  never 
efface.  The  memories  of  early  days  go  witli  us  through  life. 
They  are  golden  threads  woven  into  the  war[)  and  woof  of  our 
existence.  They  grow  brighter  and  brighter  :is  tlie  rest  of  the 
fabric  fades  and  decays. 

On  February  21,  1890,  a  meeting  was  lield  at  the  Tovvii  Mall 
to  take  initiatory  steps  in  bringing  about  the  Reunion  an^i  Cele- 
bration which  occurred  on  July  3-6.  V.  W.  Childs,  R.  S.  Childs, 
A.  W.  Childs,  G.  L.  Clary  and  otliers  were  present  from  Brat- 
tleboro,  and  a  goodly  number  of  citizens.  The  meeting  w  as 
called  to  order  by  IL  Mann,  Jr.,  and  tem[)orar)'  oiganizatiwn 
c  ffefted  by  the  election  of  C.  1).  Spc.ncc.-  ;s  CiKiirman.  and  \\. 
A.  Willard,  Jr.,  Secretary. 

Upon  motion,  the  Chairman  ap})ointed  the  following  committee 
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Wilmington  Reunion. 


to  present  the  names  of  eighteen  persons  to  serve  as  an  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  the  Reunion  Association,  viz.,  R.  S.  Childs, 
H.  Mann,  Jr.,  J.  H.  Kidder,  A.  M.  Johnson,  O.  O.  Ware,  and  J. 
R.  Buell. 

After  consuhation,  the  committee  reported  as  follows,  which 
report  was  adopted  : 

Executive  Comm ittee. 

E.  A.  Eitch,  Chairman;  H.  Mann,  Jr.,  lulward  Titus,  J.  M. 
Bassett,  C.  M.  Ware,  E.  E.  Wheeler,  C.  IJ.  Spencer,  O.  ().  Ware, 
A.  L.  Childs,  E.  M.  Haynes,  C.  M.  Russell,  ().  H.  Jones,  G.  A. 
Boyd,  J.  R.  Buell,  D.  G.  Hubbard,  J.  H.  Kidder,  E.G.  Barnard, 
A.  M.  Johnson  ;  Advisory,  E.  W.  Childs. 

To  this  committee  the  names  of  H.  V.  l^arber  and  Charles  I L 
Parmelee  were  subsequently  added. 

On  March  3rd,  pursuant  to  notice,  occurred  a  second  meetini^ 
and  the  following  officers  and  committees  were  chosen  to  assist 
the  l^^xecutive  Committee  in  carrying  out  the  objects  of  their  ap- 
pointment: 

Officers  and  Committees. 

President,  E.  A.  Eitch  ;  ViceT'resident,  E.  E.  Wheeler ; 
Treasurer,  C.  D.  Spencer  ;  Secretary,  A.  M.  Johnson  ;  Auditor, 
E.  A.  Willard,  Jr. 

Committee  oj-  General  Arran(;emei\'is. — 11.  Mann,  Jr.,  J.  II. 
Kidder,  J.  R.  Buell,  C.  M.  Russell,  Edward  Titus. 

Committee  upon  Eiterarv  I^xercises. — C.  M.  Russell,  li. 
Mann,  Jr.,  F.  W.  Childs,  O.  O.  Ware,  Mrs.  Esther  S.  luMbes. 

Committee  upon  Einance. — E.  M.  IIa)'nes,  E.  E.  Wheeler, 
J.  H.  Kidder,  A.  L.  Childs,  J.  M.  Bassett. 

Committee  upon  Music. — J.  H.  Kidder,  B.  L.  Johnson,  Mrs. 
C.  D.  Spencer,  Mrs.  H.  Mann,  Jr.,  A.  M.  Johnson.  This  com- 
mittee subsec^uently  chose  as  advisory,  the  following  persons  : 
Elwin  H.  Smith,  Cambridgeport,  Mass.;  Mrs.  Alice  E.  Crawford,. 
Chicago,  111.;  Ered  A.  Elagg,  New  York  City;  Mrs.  Sarah  M. 
Kidder,  Brattleboro,  Vt.;  Mrs.  i^'red  L.  Bowen,  1-ienningtoh,  Vt. 

CoMMiTiEi-:  UPON  Correspondenc  e  and  Invitaiions. — A.  E. 
Childs,  l^>leazar  Gorham,  1).  G.  Hubbard. 

Committee  upon  l^N'rERTAUNMENi . — i).  G.  Hubbard,   E.  O. 


Measures  Resulting  in  the  Reunion. 
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Barnard,  James  C.  Wheeler,  Charles  M.  Ware,  Edward  Titus, 
Mrs.  John  Patch,  Mrs.  K.  P.  Ames,  Charles  L.  Griffin. 

Committee  upon  Fireworks. — W.  H.  Childs  of  Brattleboro, 
George  P>.  Playnes,  H.  W.  Stearns  of  Brooklyn,  F.  A.  Childs  of 
Brattleboro,  E.  A.  Willard,  Jr. 

Committee  upon  Printing. — A.  M.  Johnson. 

The  following  nominating  committees  were  also  chosen  : 

To  report  a  list  of  forty  Vice-Presidents. — J.  H.  Kidder,  C.  D. 
Spencer,  C.  M.  Russell. 

To  nominate  a  Banquet  Committee  of  twenty  members. — A. 
M.  Johnson,  A.  L.  Childs,  G.  A.  Boyd. 

To  nominate  Chief  Marshal  and  ten  Aids. — C).  H.  Jones,  John 
R.  Buell,  p:dward  Titus. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  March  4th  it  was  voted  unanimously 
that  the  town  appropriate  three  hundred  dollars  toward  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  proposed  reunion. 

During  the  months  of  May  and  June  numerous  meetings  were 
held  to  perfe6l  arrangements,  and  the  organization  was  rendered 
complete  in  the  choice  of  the  following  officers  and  committees : 

President  of  the  Day — K.  A.  Fitch. 

Vice-Presidents — PUeazar  Gorham,  B.  H.  Adams,  J.  H.  Dix, 
O.  M.  Lawton,  James  H.  Flagg,  Leicester  Cushman,  K.  M. 
l^ruce,  Arvine  Boyd,  Schuyler  Ware,  J.  H.  Corbett,  B.  L.  Bar- 
nard, George  Rose,  Charles  B.  Ware,  Justus  Castle,  Ashley 
Stone,  G.  K.  Morse,  Cyrus  A.  Smith,  Menry  May,  Daniel  J. 
Palmeter,  Rev.  II.  P>astman,  Calvin  Carpenter,  Waters  Gillett, 
John  Patch,  William  D.  Miller,  Warren  Boyd,  George  I).  Lamb, 
Liberty  Wilder,  PI.  W.  Stearns,  George  C.  Hubbard,  Clark  Har- 
ris, L.  G.  Parmalee,  O.  H.  Jefts,  W.  P.  Jones,  Charles  L,  Lamb, 
l^lijah  Spencer,  l^merson  Moore,  George  G.  Fox,  James  Bassett, 
F.  M.  Avery,  L.  P.  Harris. 

Orator — Col.  Kittredge  Haskins  of  Brattleboro. 

Mrs.  Plsther  S.  P'^orbes  consented  to  write  a  poem  welcoming 
our  invited  guests. 

Toast- Master — C.  M.  Russell. 

BANQUE'r  Com m n  rKK. 

J.  M.  Bassett,  Chairman  ;  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Goodnow,  Mrs.  p:.  A. 
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Fitch,  Mrs.  O.  O.  Ware,  Mrs.  F.  F.  Ray,  Mrs.  H.  Ware,  Mrs. 
Clark  Chandler,  Mrs.  Lizzie  A.  Ik^ll,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Parmaiee,  Miss 
Alice  F.  Smith,  Mrs.  G.  A.  Boyd,  F.  R.  Smith,  J.  G.  Hatchelder, 
C.  C.  Jlubbard,  F.  F.  Barnard,  Vl.  J.  Titus,  ().  W.  Boyd,  V.  J. 
Corbett,  F.  H.  Davenport,  K.  M.  Haynes. 

Committee  upon  Decorations. 
Rollin  S.  Childs. 

During"  the  time  intervening,  a  continued  intercourse  was  kept 
up  amono-  those  who  were  in  earnest  in  reference  to  the  matter, 
to  the  end  that  the  residence  of  all  entitled  to  an  invitation  should 
become  known  ;  and  especially  were  the  more  eminent  and  actix  e 
descendents  of  Wilmington  informed  of  the  enterprise  so  that 
they  might  be  able  to  accommodate  their  business  or  pleasure  to 
an  attendance  at  the  contemplated  reunion. 

The  Committee  upon  Invitations,  in  addition  to  a  general  re- 
cjuest  published  in  the  local  newspapers,  that  all  former  residents 
of  Wilmington  should  appear  here  upon  that  day  and  take  part 
in  its  festivites,  sent  circular  invitations,  printed  upon  tinted  note 
paper,  to  every  part  of  the  Union  where  a  Wilmington  man  or 
woman  could  be  traced. 

The  invitation  was  as  follows  : 

[Upon  the  outside  page.] 

"Should  uuld  ac(|uaiiit:inci;  he  lorgol,. 
And  iiuvcr  l)i-()ii;:j;lit  to  luin'? 
Should  uuld  a(,'(juaiutaiu'.(;  \h:  l\)rii,ot, 
And  day«  o'  lung  .synoi'" 

REUNION 
OF 

OLD  (  ITIZEMS, 

OK 

WILMINCJ  TON, 

July  3-0,  1800. 
Upon  the  inside  pages  as  follows  : 

The  citizens  of  Wilminj^ton  propose  to  lujld  a  eeleijration  and  reunion  of  present 
and  fornuT  residents,  (ioinniencing-  on  th(!  evening  of  July  3rd,  and  continuing 
througli  the  week. 

The  evening  of  tJic  3rd  will  be  devoted  to  the  greeting  of  fri<'nds,  a  grand  l)an<l 
<;oncert  by  the  First  Regiment  IJand  of  Hrattlcboro  and  the  Wihnington  t*ornet 
liand,  and,  perliaps,  other  exenascjs  that  may  lirrc  i Clcr  be  arranged. 

The  general  features  of  the  programme  foi'  tin;  ftii  will  be  invocation,  the  rcailing 
of  a  part  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  address  of  welcome,  an  original  poem, 
historical  address,  and  toasts  with  responses  by  former  Wihningtoniaiis  who  will  be 
our  guests  on  that  day,  intersjiersed  with  refreslunents,  and  music,  vocal  and  instru- 
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inciilal.  Ill  the  evening  tliere  will  l)e  :i  iiniiid  displu)  nf  liicw  (»rk>.  mult  r  the  tlirec- 
lioii  (if  a  Boston  Pyrotechnist. 

.Sutiinlay, eJuly  5,  will  be  given  uptosoeial  enjoyment,  the  renewal  of  oKl  aeijuain- 
tanees,  witli,  perliaps,  informal  exercises,  or  exenrsion>^  to  places  of  most  interest 
ill  the  town. 

Simthiy  tliere  will  he  appropriate  reliu-ious  ami  rrunion  ser\  it  e>  in  the  several 
churches  aiul  the  prt'>em;e  of  former  memix-rs  is  especially  ilesired. 

ft  is  hoped  to  make  the  occasion  a  pleasant  and  prolitahle  (»ne  to  all,  and  ytni  and 
your  family  are  iiereby  cordially  invited  to  attend. 

That  the  iieitesxary  arrangements  and  pro\  isions  he  made  allow  us  to  urge  that 
>  <Mi  ri  liiru  an  an>\ver  as  soon  as  possil)le,  staling  whethi  i'  >  ou  will  mwiv  or  not,  and 
ii  X)  at  what  time,  and  by  wliat  route,  and  by  whom  you  expeit  ur  prefer  lobe 
entertained.  Respect  fully , 

A.  L.  (HILDS,  I 

1>:IJ0.^/AK  (iolillAM.  -rommiltee. 

1).  (,.  lll'liliAlil).  t 

I'^rotii  nian\'  tlui.s  iiu  itcd,  letters  were  receixetl  full  of  i^aod 
wishes  for  the  success  of  tlie  reunion,  and  the  continued  pros- 
jjei'il)  ol  the  tow  n. 

1-^oni  thi.^  time  forward  to  the  date  ai)])ointetl  tor  the  ex'ent- 
liil  occasion,  the  town  of  W'ihuinL^ton  was  the  theatre  <;f  constant 
plans  and  labors. 

The  \  arious  committees,  and  citizens  <^enerall>',  labored  zcal- 
ousl\'  to  make  the  occasion  memorable,  and  endeax'ored  to  leax'C 
nothin;^'  undone  that  would  contribute  to  the  comtort,  pleasure, 
and  com  enience  of  the  iiu  ited  L^uests.  .md  all  others  w  ho  shcnild 
be  present.  And  now  that  the  event  is  o\er,  and  a  matter  of 
local  histor)-,  it  is  most  gratif)  ini;"  to  state  that  the  reunion  and 
celebratii)n  was  an  uiu]ualihed  success,  <ind  fmans  a  litting  tribute 
to  the  energy  aiul  patriotic  impulses  of  cdl  who  labored  so 
earnestly  to  the  desired  end. 

i\ll  the  arrangements  that  w  ere  deemed  necessary  having  been 
completed  in  detail,  every  one  awaited  the  approach  of  the  ap- 
pointed da)'  with  eager  ex]:)ectation. 
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REUNION  \v]<:i:k. 

Visitors  bc<4"an  to  arrive  carl)'  in  the  week,  and  b)'  I  hursda)' 
nii4-ht  the  tow  n  was  Hterall}'  filled  w  ith  i)e()})]e,  but  so  th( )roLi<^hl)' 
and  systematically  had  the  work  of  the  I'.ntertainnient  Commit- 
tee been  performed  that  ex  er)'  one  was  at  once  assit^iied  to  com- 
fortable places  ui)on  their  ai'rival. 

C()\ci:ri. 

On  Thursday  evening-  occurred  a  i^rand  band  conceit  in  the 
Village  Stpiare,  by  the  WilminL(t(jn  Cornet  Hand,  1^.  L.  Johnson, 
Leader,  and  the  Mrst  kei^iment  i^and  of  Hraltleboro,  \\  C. 
i  .eii^htsin^er.  1  .eader. 

pk()(;ka.mm  !-:. 

Overture — "  Mornini^,  Noon,  and  Ni^ht."  Siip/h'. 

h'irst  Regiment  IkukI. 
Medley  Marcli.  /.  Orra. 

\\'ilminL;ton  Cornet  Hand, 
(irand  Selection — "  Traviata."  Wnii. 

V\v<t  Ive^^iment  Hand. 
Overture — "  lia])p)'  V'^alle)'  h.chos."  //.  /.  Ffaiikliii field . 

Wilmiui^ton  Cornet  Hand. 
Cornet  Solo — "  Russian  l\istasia."  lu  'ry. 

Mr.  Sewall  Morse  of  the  h'irst  Re<j;iment  l^and. 
Galoj) — "  Ro\'e  and  Wine."  /•/'.  (ioctz. 

Wilmington  Cornet  Hand. 
Popular  Medle\'.  Urooks. 

First  Rei^iment  Hand. 
Sweetheart  Polka.  T.  JVosJio. 

W^ilmin^ton  Cornet  J^and. 
Descriptive  P^antasie — "A  Trip  to  Cone)^  Psland."  Moses  Tobaiii. 
P^irst  Re<^"iment  liand. 
The  music  was  excellent  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  b)^  all,  de- 
spite the  rain,  which  at  times  came  in  copious  shc^wers. 

St1':ki:oi''ik.().n  PoKrK.Mis. 
On  W^ednesday  and  Ihursday  evc  nin;4"s  C.  M.   Russell  ifUi'o- 
duced  a  feature  of  the  proi^ramme,  which  at  once  proved  to  be 
botli  pleasin^;"  and  cntertainin<4" — the  presentation  of  about  one 
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hundred  and  twenty-five  stereo])tic(ni  [)()rtraits  of  fi)rnier  and 
})re.sent  citizens  of  the  town.  The  views  were  proje6led  upon  a 
canvas  placed  upon  the  Town  Hall,  from  C.  II.  Parmelee's  ver- 
anda, and  a  lar<^"e  number  of  people  witnessed  and  enjoyed  the 
exhibition  notwithstandini;"  the  rain. 


Rh:UNION  DAY— JULY  4111. 

Contrary  to  general  ex])e61ation,  morning  dawned  l)right  and 
beautiful.  A  heavy  rain  had  fallen  the  niglit  before  and  much 
anxiety  was  felt  lest  the  day  would  prox  e  unfavorable  to  out- 
door exercises.  But  as  the  sim  a|)peare(l,  the  clouds  broke 
away,  leaving  one  of  those  beautifully  clear  and  transparent  at- 
mosi^heres  that  so  grandly  displays  the  gorgeoiLs  scenery  of  the 
surrounding  hills  and  mountain.S' — the  pride  and  glory  of  old 
Wilmington.  The  town  was  earl)'  astir.  The  ringing  of  bells 
and  the  pealing  of  cannon  announced  the  dawn  of  the  morning, 
and  soon  after,  the  streets  and  sc[uares  began  to  fill  w  ith  people, 
prepared  to  enjoy  the  long  expected  holida}'.  Nearly  every 
building  and  residence  in  the  village  was  beautifully  decorated 
with  Hags,  bunting,  and  streamers,  and  llie  tow  n  was  never  be- 
fore so  gail)'  decked  in  the  national  colors. 

hour  beautiful  United  States  flags,  from  Masten  &  Wells, 
Hoston,  were  sus[)ended  from  buildings  on  the  j)rincipal  streets, 
each  bearing  ap])ropriate  mottoes  and  sentiments.  The  fiag  from 
().().  Ware's  Store  to  the  Town  Hall — size  15x30 — l)ore  the 
words  upon  one  side,  "  1  lurrah  for  Wilmington,"  and  on  the  op- 
posite, "Should  Old  Accpiaintance  be  h\)rgot  ?  "  h^rom  Spencer 
&  Leonard's  Store,  suspended  across  North  Main  Street  during 
the  3rd  was  a  flag  bearing  the  W(;rds,  "  llappy  Greetings,"  and 
"  Welcome  ;"  on  the  4th  a  larger  (l<ig  w  .is  displa\  ed  with  the 
word.^,  "  Home  of  Our  Childhood,"  and  "  Welcome  lCver)  bod)'."* 
( )n  West  Main  Street  gaily  floated  the  fourth  tlag,  strung  from 
Russell's  Building  to  a  fiag-staff  opposite,  cUid  upon  one  side  a]3- 
peared  the  ^vords,  "  Welcome  ( )ld-1^'mers,"  and   upon  reverse, 
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"  I  Ionic  A^ain."  The  mottoes  were  painted  [))'  S.  C".  Davis  of 
Hrattleboro,  and  were  artistic  in  st)'lc.  l^'joni  the  Savini^s  Banlc 
l)nildin<^-  to  Ware's  Store,  was  an  attractive  display  of  the  Hai^s 
()(  all  nations.  Much  credit  is  due  R.  S,  Childs,  ("oniniittee 
u[)on  Decorations,  for  his  indefatigable  labors  in  this  direction. 

It  was  expected  that  the  jjrocession  would  nioxe  proniptl)'  at 
9  o'clock  A.  M.,  but  owin<^"  to  the  muddy  roads  and  dampness  in 
the  (jrove,  it  was  thought  best  io  wait  one  hour,  at  which 
time  the  procession  was  formed  fjy  Chief  Marshal  h\  K.  Ray, 
assisted  the  follow  iuL;'  competent  aids  :  Mills  i^rown,  h\  11. 
Aldrich,'h:.  j.  Titus,  J.  M.  Hassett,  iMMuk  H.  Mann,  iMank  Slan- 
clift,  C.  K.  Carpenter,  (leor^e  11.  Sti-eeter,  h^-ank  (i.  Smith,  11. 
\V.  Stearns,  11.  L.  MilliuLjton,  and  I*',.  ( ).  i-)arnard,  w  ho  headed 
the  procession  followed  1))'  the 

Wilmin<^"ton  Cornet  Raiu.l — i'^ifteen  Pieces — Harne)-  L.  Johnson, 
Leader;  J.  II.  Kidder,  Drum  Major. 
Col<')r  (luard  of  C.  R.  Lawton  l\)st,  No.  44,  G.  A.  R. 
Orator  and  I'l-esident  of  the  Da)'. 
Officers  of  the  Association. 
Inx'ited  (lUests. 

First  Regiment  Rand  of  Rrattleboro — Twenty-four  Pieces — h\ 
C.  Leightsinger,  Leatler  ;  James  McNult)',  Drum  Major. 

Jackson.ville  Camp  Sons  of  Veterans.  . 
h\)rty-two  \'ounL;  Ladies. 
Citizens. 

Tluis  formed,  the  j)rocession  UKwed  to  the  beautifid  i;rf)\'e 
owned  b)'  Mrs.  Lizzie  A.  Bell,  the  use  of  whicli  this  ladv  most 
courteously  and  j^'cnerousl)'  granted  the  Association  in  which  to 
hold  the  exercises  oi  the  day.  Seats  had  been  provided  to  ac- 
commodate nearl)^  two  th(^usand  peo|)le.  A  rostruni  had  been 
erected  upon  which  full  one  lumdred  persons  were  seated. 

The  exercises  were  introduced  b)'  music  b}'  the  Wilmingt(Mi 
Cornet  l^and. 

The  Throne  of  Divine  (irace  was  invoked  by  Rev.  /X.  \V. 
Goodnow  of  West  Halifax,  in  a  soK  nni  and  im|)ressive  maimer. 
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INVOCATION. 

O  God,  our  Heavenly  Father,  Thou  who  art  the  source  and 
fountain  of  all  good;  we,  thy  children,  on  this  our  National  An- 
niversary would  first  turn  our  thoughts  to  Thee.  Thou  hast  been 
our  fathers'  God,  guiding  and  upholding  them  through  all  the 
perplexing  uncertainties  and  trials  of  the  early  history  of  our 
nation  ;  and  Thy  hand  has  been  seen  and  acknowledged  in  the 
subsequent  events  that  have  so  tested  the  strength  and  wisdom 
of  this  great  Republic.  We  thank  Thee  for  our  country,  for  its 
free  institutions,  and  for  its  history  which  has  so  unfolded  Thy 
ciiaracter,  and  impressed  us  with  a  sense  of  Thy  being  and 
providence.  We  thank  Thee  for  the  varied  and  abundant  bless- 
ings bestowed  upon  this  town,  and  that  so  many  of  her  sons  and 
daughters  are  permitted  to  gather  on  this  festive  occasion.  Mer- 
cifully protect  in  their  return,  those  who  have  come  from  distant 
liomes,  to  greet  old  friends  and  review  the  scenes  of  their  early 
hfe.  I^e  Thou  with  us  through  all  these  services  and  give  strength 
and  wisdom  to  each  who  may  take  part  in  these  exercises.  And 
may  the  plans  and  efforts  of  this  people  in  all  the  future  so  fall 
in  with  the  line  of  Thine  own  truth  and  purposes,  as  to  receive 
Thy  prote6tion  and  blessing  through  all  time.  Grant  that  an 
entrance  may  finally  be  given  to  us  into  the  Kingdom  of  Christ, 
and  to  Thee,  Father  Son  and  Spirit,  shall  be  the  glory  forever. 
A  men. 


h\)llowing  the  Invocation  "America"  was  sung,  the  audience 
joining  in  this  grand  old  hymn. 

The  Declaration  of  Independence  was  read  by  Prof.  L.  A. 
Hutterfield  of  Boston. 

Music  followed,  "  Hurrah  for  Old  New  Fngland,"  sung  by 
the  Henschel  Quartette  of  Springfield,  Mass. — K.  C.  Cowles,  C* 
().  George,  W.  G.  Chamberlain,  and  1^^.   W   Iladley — and  the 
Childs  family;  and  the  audience  joining  in  the  chorus. 


1 


I 

1 


14 


\ V I  r,M  I  N(  yn ) n  R  f. i  i n  f c  ) n . 


ADDRESS  OF  WEI.COMIC 

By  K.  a.  Fitch,  President  of  the  Day. 

Fellow  Citizens,  Citizens  of  other  Toivns,  and  Jniited  Guests : 

This  clay  is  an  aiis}>icious  clay.  One  hundred  and  fourteen 
years  a^o  the  independence  of  the  American  Colonies  was  pro- 
claimed. One  hundred  and  fourteen  years  ai^o  this  morning"  it 
was  asked  with  fear  and  trembling",  it  was  whispered  with  bated 
breath,  "  Will  they  do  it?"  "Dare  they  do  it?"  There  were 
white  lips  and  blanched  faces.  Then  the  cr\'  was  heard,  "  The\' 
have  done  it !"  The  urchin  shouted  to  the  man  in  the  belfry, 
"Rin<;"!  Grandpa!  Rin<^- !  O,  Rinii;  for  Liberty!"  And  there 
floated  out  on  the  July  air,  to  all  the  world  the  immortal  dec- 
laration, "  We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident  that  all  men 
are  created  equal  ;  that  they  are  endowed  Vvith  certain  inalien- 
able rights,  amon^"  which  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness."  Makin<;'  memorable  this  day  we  celebrate  in  a 
nation's  annals,  and  markini^  forever  an  era  in  the  history  of  tlie 
race. 

Inspired  by  love  of  freedom  under  circimistances  tliat  would 
appal  their  children's  children  of  toda)',  the  battle  was  wa<^^ed, 
the  victory  won  and  a  government  "  by  the  people,  for  the  people, 
and  of  the  people  "  established.  On  this  j)roud  natal  day  of  Lib- 
erty, this  recurring  anniversar)^  of  national  existence,  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  the  tide  of  patriotic  emotion  is  swelling 
the  hearts  of  men.  Iwerywhere  over  this  broad  land  today,  in 
city's  street  or  \'illage  hamlet,  floats  our  national  ensign,  hoi)e  of 
the  strong,  shield  of  the  weak,  the  proud  banner  of  sixty  millions 
of  free  men.  Everywhere  today,  from  the  pines  of  Maine  to 
the  Iwerglades  of  Pdorida,  from  the  Columbia  of  the  North  to 
the  Rio  Grande  of  the  South,  the  name  of  Washington  is  being 
revered  ;  the  heroic  deeds  of  the  patriot  fathers  recalled  and  the 
cause  of  Liberty  enshrined  anew  in  tlie  hearts  of  tlie  pc^oplc. 
The  cause  for  which,  and  to  the  maintainance  of  which,  oui 
fathers  pledged  their  fortunes,  their  lives,  and  their  sacred  honcjrs. 
The  patriot  fithers!     Long  may  their  virtues  be  remembered 
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and  tlicir  praises  sung!  Long  may  their  noble  blood  course  in 
the  veins  of  worthy  descendents !  May  no  subse(juent  events, 
liowever  great,  diminish  the  grandeur  of  their  achievement  or 
obscure  the  glory  of  their  renown. 

Today  nature  is  propitious.  Above  us  the  infinite  blue  of 
bending  skies  ;  beneath  our  feet  the  dust  has  sprung  wanton  into 
grass  and  flowers !  Over  grove  and  town  the  imperial  sun 
scatters  liis  golden  splendors  ;  verdure  crowned  are  hills  and 
v\alleys  ;  for  us  the  ever-recurring  miracle  of  the  seasons  has  been 
wrought,  and  lo,  the  earth  is  ¥Acn  new  again  !  Throughout  the 
Northland  it  is  summer  ;  wherever  canopied  by  the  stars  and 
stripes  it  is  h^ourth  of  July  ;  it  is  gala-da)'  ;  in  Wilmington  it 
is  jubilee,  made  sacred  and  historic  by  the  return  and  |)resence 
of  her  sons  and  daughters.  Wilmington,  clothed  with  maples 
whose  leaves  whisper  to  the  touch  of  the  wind  and  whose  sweet 
is  nectar  for  men  and  gods  ;  Wilmington,  sentinel  guarded  by 
old  riaystack  and  jeweled  by  fair  Raponda  Lake;  Wilmington, 
river-ribi^oned  and  mountain-crcnvned  ;  Wilnu'ngton,  not  like 
Rome,  sitting  upon  her  seven  hills,  but  nestled  among  them  ; 
Wilmington,  the  typical,  the  ideal  Yankee  Land  whose  steady 
beating  pulse  begins  to  feel  the  throb  of  new  life  ;  Wilmington, 
peopled  by  independent,  frugal,  honest  toilers ;  Wilmington, 
stately  and  fair  among  her  sisters  ;  Wilminglion,  town  of  school- 
houses  and  churches,  where  education  is  encouraged  and  virtue, 
honor,  and  intelligence  revered  ;  Wilmington,  home  of  men  and 
women  on  whose  eastward-turned  faces  already  falls  the  dawn 
of  a  coming  century  ;  Wilmington,  your  mother  has  called,  and 
her  children  have  heard  the  call— from  i^ast,  from  West,  from 
North,  from  South,  you  have  come  at  her  bidding.  She  lias 
heard  of  your  prosperity  in  distant  cities  ;  of  your  success  on 
tlie  prairies  of  the  West ;  of  your  homes  in  the  sunny  South  ; 
your  skill  in  fields  of  art;  of  your  wisdom  in  halls  of  learning; 
your  eloquence  in  the  pidpit ;  your  triimiphs  at  the  bar;  your 
ability  in  legislative  b(){lies  ;  of  your  justice  and  impartiality  Uj)-' 
on  the  l^ench  ;  (jf  your  achievements  in  every  de|)artment  of 
human  industry;  all  this  she  has  heard  and  read  with  pride  and 
satisfaction,  yet  still  she  longed  to  see  her  children  face  to  face  ; 
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and  former  residents  be  assured  your  mother  is  glad  to  see  you 
here  today.  Her  hand  is  stretched  out  to  greet  your  coming  ; 
her  arms  of  forest-crowned  hills  circle  you  about ;  her  horizon 
of  mountains  walls  you  in.     l^araphrasing  the  poet 

There  was  a  sound  of  jubilee  by  day 

And  Wilmington  had  gathered  then 

Her  beauty  and  chivalry  ; 

And  bright  the  sun  shone  o'er 

Fair  women  and  brave  men  ; 

A  thousand  hearts  beat  hap])ily, 

Andwhen  music  arose  with  its  entrancing  swell, 

Familiar  eyes  looked  love  to  eyes  that  spake  again 

And  all  was  merry  as  a  marriage  bell. 
But  friends,  since  the  day  }'Ou  left  us  the  world  has  not  stood 
still.  What  wonderful  pages  of  history  have  been  written  ! 
What  stupendous  changes  in  the  affairs  of  nations  !  What  rapid 
strides  the  sciences  have  made  !  How  discovery  and  invention 
liave  almost  revolutionized  the  economy  of  society  !  Man  lives 
more  in  one  decade  than  in  two  a  half  century  ago,  and,  meas- 
ured by  transpiring  events  and  his  facilities  for  knowledge  and 
enjoyment,  the  allotted  three  score  years  and  ten  far  exceeds  the 
millennial  age  of  Methuselah. 

Truly,  time  works  strange  marvels  !    Since  you  trod  this 
green 

And  walked  these  streets,  what  wonders  have  you  seen  ! 

A  new  Prometheus  tips  our  wands  with  fire, 

A  mightier  Orpheus  strains  the  whispering  wire  ; 

Whose  lightning  thrills  the  lazy  winds  outrun 

And  hold  the  hours  as  Joshua  sta)'ed  the  sun  ; 

So  swift  indeed  we  hardly  find  a  place 

For  those  dim  fictions  known  as  time  and  space. 

Still  a  new  minted  truth  each  year  supplies, 

See  you  at  work  the  chemist  of  the  skies, 

Who  questions  Sirius  in  his  tortured  rays, 

And  steals  the  secret  of  the  solar  blaze. 

Hush  !  while  the  rattling  martial  bugles  play 

The  nation's  airs  a  hundred  miles  away. 
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That  wicked  phonograph,  hark,  how  it  swears  ! 
Turn  it  again  and  lo,  it  says  its  prayers  ! 
While  wondering  Science  stands  herself  perplexed 
At  each  day's  miracle,  and  asks,  **What  next?" 
Not  entirely  unmingled  with  pain  is  the  pleasure  of  our  meet- 
ing today.     Roll  back  the  tide  of  years  ;   in  the  long  list  of 
those  who  went  away  are  many  who  come  not  back  again. 
Where  are  they  ?  Go  to  the  cemetery  and  the  white  stones  will 
tell  you  where  they  sleep.    In  closing  hours  of  day  when  shad- 
ows lengthen  toward  the  East, 

"Over  all  alike  the  impartial  sunlight  throws 
Its  golden  lilies  mingled  with  the  rose." 

*'  We  give  to  them  this  tender  thought  and  pass 
Out  of  the  graveyard  with  its  trodden  grass, 
To  other  scenes  frequented  by  our  feet. 
When  we  were  young  and  life  was  fresh  and  sweet." 

"  What  can  I  say  to  you,  what  can  I  say 
Better  than  silence  is  ;  when  I  survey 
This  throng  of  faces  turned  to  meet  my  own. 
Friendly  and  fair  and  yet  to  me  unknown. 
Transformed  the  very  landscape  seems  to  be  ; 
It  is  the  same,  yet  not  the  same  to  me. 
So  many  memories  crowd  upon  my  brain. 
So  many  ghosts  are  in  the  wooded  plain, 
I  feign  would  steal  away  with  noiseless  tread, 
As  from  a  house  where  some  one  lieth  dead." 

"  Ah  me  !  these  sentinel  years  since  last  we  met 
Are  each  a  volume  bound  and  set 
By  Time,  the  great  transcriber,  on  his  shelves 
Wherein  are  writ  the  histories  of  ourselves. 
What  tragedies,  what  comedies  are  there  ! 
What  joy  and  grief,  what  rapture  and  despair! 
What  chronicles  of  triumphs  and  deieat, 
Of  struggle  and  temptation  and  retreat! 
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What  records  of  regrets  and  doubts  and  fears  ! 

What  pages  blotted,  blistert;d  by  our  tears  ! 

Whose  hand  shall  dare  to  open  and  explore 

These  volumes  closed  and  clasped  forevermore  ?" 
In  no  sense  is  this  cherished  affection  for  native  town  disloy- 
alty to  your  adopted  homes.  Neitlier  is  it  detra6lion  of,  or 
disrespect  to,  our  neighbors.  It  is  not  that  we  appreciate  other 
places  less,  but  that  we  love  Wilmington  more.  Devotees  ha\  e 
their  holy  ground  ;  pilgrims  their  consecrated  shrines  ;  science 
her  dedicated  temples  ;  literature  her  classic  fields  ;  oratory  her 
Marshfield  and  Ashland ;  valor  her  Austerlitz  and  Lookout 
Mountain  ;  patriotism  her  Mt.  Vernon  and  Springfield  ;  poetry 
her  Stratford-upon-Avon,  her  Parnassus  ;  the  Acadians  their 
Acadia  and  "  Grand  Pre;"  imagination  the  fibled  fountains  of 
Utopia.  In  our  love  for  mother-town  we  have  a  touch  of  all 
these  and  to  us,  her  children,  a  more  than  all  these.  As  wan- 
derers in  a  desert  seek  the  cooling  streams  of  the  oasis  ;  as 
rivers  over  barren  wastes  yearn  for  the  waiting  sea  ;  as  trees  and 
flowers  are  mysteriously  drawn  toward  light  and  warmth  ;  as  the 
lonely  shell  whispers  ever  of  ocean  tide  ;  as  dwellers  in  caverns 
gladden  at  light  of  sun  and  sky  ;  as  chiklren  lost  fly  to  parental 
arms,  so  do  we,  though  miles  and  miles  away  ;  so  do  we,  ever 
wandering  where  we  may,  long  for  our  liome  and  come  back 
today  to  pay  the  tribute  of  affection  to  this  Mecca  of  our  hearts. 
Citizens  of  the  town,  behold  your  brothers,  your  sisters,  your 
sons,  your  daughters,  today  your  invited,  your  honored  guests, 
in  whose  hearts  the  place  of  their  birth,  the  scene  of  their  child- 
hood clustered  about  by  j)leasant  memories  and  hallowed  b)-^ 
sacred  associations  still  lingers  as  the  fairyland  they  longed  to 
see.  The  remembered,  the  charmed,  the  consecrated  "Mome, 
Sweet  Home.  '  Citizens  of  Wilmington,  by  your  request  I  hail 
our  returned  friends, 

At  your  command  I  greet  them  ; 

With  you  take  their  friendly  hands  in  ours, 

And  crown  them  with  our  welcome  as  with  flowers. 
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Following  Mr.  Fitch's  address  the  Wilmington  Cornet  Band 
gave  a  musical  sele6lion. 

M  r.  Fitch  then  said  : 
Ladies  and  Goitleuicn : 

When  it  was  decided  to  hold  this  reunion  of  Wilmington's 
children,  it.  was  also  decided  that  an  historical  address  should  be 
prepared  and  delivered  by  some  one  of  her  gifted  sons.  The 
one  selected  to  perform  this  important  work,  tliough  born  in 
Dover,  was  for  a  time  a  citizen  of  this  tow  n,  and  it  was  here  the 
foundation  of  his  eminent  professional  career  was  laid.  A  gen- 
tleman whom  Wilmington  always  delights  to  own  and  honor. 
I  have  the  pleasure  of  introducing  to  you  Col.  Kittredge  Ilas- 
kins  of  Brattleboro,  Orator  of  the  Day. 


AN  HISTORICAL  ADDRICSS. 

Rv  Col.  KLrTREDGE  Haskins  of  Ih-attleboro,  Vt.,  Orator 
of  the  Da)^ 

Introductory. 
Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Geiitleuien : 

It  is  recorded  that  the  human  race  had  its  birth  on  the  high 
table-lands  of  Central  Asia,  south  and  east  of  the  Caspian  Sea. 
That  after  families  and  tribes  had  remained  t(^gether  long  enough 
to  build  up  a  common  language  and  strong  general'  features  of 
character  and  habit,  they  separated  and  formed  a  number  of 
families  and  allied  races.  Then  followed  successive  emigrations 
into  different  parts  of  the  country,  constituting  other  distinft 
and  independent  tribes  and  nations.  Thus  has  the  family — the 
very  foundation  of  all  organized  government — from  the  day 
when  Cain  went  out  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord  to  dwell  in 
the  land  of  Nod  to  the  present  moment  of  our  existence,  beew 
constantly  undergoing  changes  and  separations  through  the 
resistless  tide  of  emigration.  This  rule  is  imperative  .and  has 
no  exception  either  in  nations,  tribes,  communities,  families  or 
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individuals.  It  has  been  and  is  the  experience  of  each  one  of 
us.  And  so,  on  this  universal  anniversary-day,  forgetting  for  a 
while  the  busy  cares  of  life,  which  at  times  do  but  harass  and 
vex,  and  with  but  little  thought  of  the  future,  you  have  come 
together  here,  amid  the  scenes  of  your  happy  childhood  and 
surrounded  by  so  many  endearing  recolle6lions,  to  revive  friend- 
ships long  since  forgotten,  to  clasp  hands  in  joy  unspeakable, 
to  testify  by  your  presence  your  respeft  and  veneration  for  the 
fathers  and  early  pioneers  of  the  town,  and  for  a  brief  .season  to 
walk  in  the  footprints  they  have  left  behind. 

It  would  have  been  gratifying  to  me,  and  more  profitable  and 
entertaining,  no  doubt,  to  you,  had  your  Committee  seleftod 
from  your  many  learned  and  distinguished  sons  "  to  the  manor 
born,"  some  one  of  them,  on  whom  should  devolve  the  duties  of 
this  hour.  I  did,  however,  relu6lantly  consent  to  attempt  its 
performance,  fully  realizing  that  my  time  was  so  near  wholly 
occupied  with  other  cares,  that  1  should  fall  far  short  of  doing 
full  justice  to  the  subje6l  and  occasion.  If  the  fa6ls  which  I 
have  been  able  to  garner  up  and  weave  into  this  address  shall 
serve  as  an  incentive  to  some  one,  better  qualified  than  myself, 
to  go  on  and  complete  the  story  in  all  its  interesting  details,  I 
shall  feel  doubly  repaid  for  the  time  I  have  bestowed  upon  it, 
and  I  know  that  future  generations  will  rise  up  and  call  him 
blessed. 

It.s  Chak'jkrs. 

Wilmington  is  situated  in  the  southwestern  part  of  Windham 
County,  and  is  bounded  north  by  Dover,  east  by  Marlboro, 
south  by  Whitingham,  and  west  by  Readsboro  and  Searsburg, 
and  as  chartered  contains  thirty-six  square  miles.  The  original 
charter  of  the  town  was  granted  April  29th,  1751,  by  Hon.  Ben- 
ning  Wentworth,  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
Province  of  New  Hampshire,  claiming  to  have  and  exercising 
jurisdi6lion  over  what  is  now  known  as  the  State  of  Vermont  as 
being  a  part  of  his  province,  to  Phinchas  Lyman  and  fifty-eight 
others,  and  was  allotted  into  sixty-foui  equal  shares.  It  was  the 
almost  universal  custom,  in  granting  townships  at  that  period, 
to  name  them  after  some  English  borough,  town  or  county,  or 
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for  some  one  of  noble  birth  that  had  attained  distinction  under 
the  Kn<^h'sh  government.  There  was  a  current  tradition  years 
ago,  that  it  was  called  Wilmington  after  Sjjencer  Compton  who 
was  a  member  of  Parliament  for  many  years  ;  speaker  of  tlie 
House  of  Commons  March  14,  1727;  created  l)ar(^n  of  Wil- 
mington Jan.  8,  1728;  Lord  President  of  the  Council  and  P^.arl 
of  Wilmington  May  1730 ;  became  Prime  Minister  under  the 
title  of  first  Lord  of  the  Treasury  Vth.  ly,  ^  742  ;  he  died  July 
26,  1743,  leaving  no  male  issue,  and  thereupon  the  title  became 
extinft. 

1  incor[)orate  herein  a  cop)'  of  the  charier,  wliich  is  the  third 
issued  by  (jovernor  Wentworth  of  lands  embraced  within  the 
New  ILampshire  Grants,  and  it  reads  as  follow  s  : 
"  Province  oi-  |         George  the  Second  b)  the  Grace  of  God 

New  HaiMI*.  i  of  Great  Brittain,  France  and  heland, 

King,  Defender  cn^  the  faith  &c. 
To  all  Pi  i'sons  to  wJiom  these  Presents  sheill  eonie  Greeting — 

Know  Ye  that  we  of  our  ][special  Grace,  certain  knowledge 
&  mere  motion  for  the  Due  P>ncouragement  of  settling  a  New 
Plantation  within  our  said  Province  b)'  &  with  the  adv  ice  of  our 
Trusty  &  well  beloved  Penning  Wentworlh  Ivsq.  om-  (iovernor 
and  Commander  in  Chief  of  our  saiil  Prcnince  of  New  llamp. 
in  America  &  of  our  Council  of  the  said  Prov  ince  have  upon 
the  Conditions  &  reservations  herein  after  made,  Given  and 
(jranted,  &  by  these  Presents  for  us  our  heirs  &  successors  Do 
(h've  &  Grant  in  P>([ual  Shares  unto  our  Loving  Subje^ls,  Inhab- 
itants of  our  said  Province  of  New  PLimpshire  and  his  Majesties 
other  (Governments  and  to  their  heirs  and  assigns  fv)rever  whose 
names  are  entered  on  this  Grant  to  be  Divided  to  and  amongst 
them  into  Sixty  four  equal  Shares — All  that  l^-a6l  a  Parcel  of 
Land,  Situate,  Paying  and  being  within  our  I^rovince  of  New 
Hampshire,  Containing  by  ad  measurement  Twenty  Three  thous- 
and &  forty  Acres,  which  Tract  is  to  Contain  Six  Miles  Square 
&  no  more  and  of  which  an  Allowance  is  to  be  made  for  High- 
ways &  unimpro\'able  Lands,  by  rocks,  ]\L)untains,  l\)nds,  &  Ri\  - 
ers,  one  thousand  and  forty  acres  free  according  to  a  Plan  hereof 
made  &  Presented  by  our  said   Governor's  orders  8:  hereunto 
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annexed  ;  butted  and  bounded  as  follow  s,  viz  ;  Ik's^innin;^'  at  the 
North  West  Corner  of  a  'l\)\vnship  ealled  1  lalifax  lately  Ciranted 
to  Oliver  Partred<^"e  Esq.  and  others  his  associates,  thence  run- 
ning West  Ten  degrees  North  l)y  the  Needle  Six  Miles,  thence 
running  North  lod  l^ast  Six  Miles,  Thence  running  I^ast  lod 
South  Six  Miles,  'Fheace  ruiining  South  lO  degrees  West  Six 
Miles  t(j  the  corner  first  nienlioned  which  is  also  the  South  WT^^t 
corner  of  a  Township  (Granted  this  Day  to  Sanil.  Dwight  vK: 
others  and  that  the  Same  be  an(.l  herel:)y  is  Incorpoi'ated  into  a 
Township  b\'  the  Name  of  W^ilmington,  and  that  the  lnhabitant>; 
that  do  or  shall  here:d'ter  Inliabit  said  Townslhp  are  hereb\'  l)e- 
chired  to  be  enfranchized  wiih  (I^  intitlcd  to  all  &  e\  er\'  the 
l^'ix'ileges  &  Imunities  tliat  other  Tow  ns  within  our  said  Prox  ince 
by  Law  Kxeicise  &  enjoy  &  further  that  tlie  said  Town  as  soon 
as  tlK:re  shall  be  fifty  fimilies  lesident  and  sellled  thereon  Shall 
have'  the  Libeily  of  holding  two  hairs,  one  of  which  shall  be 
held  on  the  first  Monda)  in  the  month  of  June  8:  the  other  on 
the  first  Monday  in  the  montli  of  Nox'erjiber,  .Vnnuall)',  which 
I^^airs  are  not  to  Continue  &  be  held  longer  then  the  respeclive 
Saturda}\s  following  the  said  respe61ive  l)a)^s,  and  as  soon  as 
the  Town  shall  consist  of  fifty  families  a  Market  shall  be  opene:! 
&  kept  one  or  more  Days  in  each  Week  as  may  be  thot  most 
advantagious  to  the  Inhabitants,  alsc^  that  the  first  meeting  for 
the  choice  of  Tow  n  C)fficers  agreeable  to  the  Laws  of  our  said 
Province  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monda)'  in  March  next,  which 
meeting  Shall  be  notified  b)'  Phinehas  L)anan  P.scp  who  is  here!)) 
also  appointed  the  Moderator  of  tlie  said  first  Meeting  which  he 
is  to  notify  (S:  (lOvern  agreeablx'  to  the  Laws  &  Custom  of  oiu' 
said  [Province  &  that  the  annual  meeting  forevei-  hereafter  for 
the  clioice  of  such  Officers  of  the  said  Towai  shall  be  on  the 
first  Monday  of  March  annually. — '\o  hax  e  and  to  hold  the  said 
Tra6l  of  Land  as  Jibove  expressed  together  with  all  the  Pri\  i- 
leges  and  appiu'tenances  to  them  &  their  respective  heirs  &  assigns 
forever  upon  the  following  conditions,  v  iz.  That  every  (irantee 
his  heirs  or  assigns  shall  Plant  or  Cultivate  five  acres  of  Land 
within  the  Term  of  five  years  for  every  fifty  Acres  contained  in 
his  or  their  share  or  Proportion  of  Land  in   said  Tcwvnshi})  & 
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Continue  to  Improve  &  Settle  the  same  by  adtliticjnal  Cultivation 
on  l^enalt)'  of  the  forfeiture  of  his  Grant  or  Share  in  the  said 
Township  &  its  reverting  to  his  Majesty  his  heirs  &  siiecessors 
to  be  b\'  him  or  them  regranted  to  sueli  of  his  subjecls  as  shall 
effeetually  Settle  &  Cultivate  the  same.  That  all  White  eK:  oth.er 
I'ine  Trees  within  the  said  Township  fit  for  Masting  our  Ro)  al 
Na\y  be  carefully  Preserxed  for  that  irse  &  none  to  be  cut  oi- 
ielled  witlumt  his  Majesty's  esj^ecial  license  for  so  Doing  first 
h  id  &  obtained  upon  the  Penalt)'  of  the  forfeitm-e  of  the  rights 
ot  such  (iraritee  his  heirs  or  assigns  to  us  our  lieirs  &  Successoi's 
as  well  as  being  Subject  to  a  Penalt)^  of  an)'  Act  or  Afts  of  Par- 
liment,  that  riow  are  or  shall  be  enacted. — 

YhAt  before  any  Division  of  the  s;ud  Lands  be  made  to  and 
anii)n;,;"S[  the  (irantees  a  Tract  of  Land  as  neai"  th^  Centei'  of  the 
iOvvnship  as  the  Land  w  ill  admit  of  shall  be  reserved  &  mai-ked 
out  lor  'l\)Wii  Lots  one  ot  wdiich  shall  be  allotled  to  each  (han- 
U.e  of  the  Contents  oi  one  Aci'e  y  ielding"  c\:  ])a)'ing  tlieretore  to 
us  iHir  heirs  &  successc^rs  for  the  space  oi  ten  Years  to  be  com- 
j)Uaed  from  the  Date  hereof  the  rent  of  one  ear  of  Indian  Corn 
only  on  the  25th  Day  of  December  annually  if  Lawfully  De- 
manded, the  first  Pa)'ment  to  be  made  on  the  Twenty-fifth  Day 
of  December  next  ensuing  the  Date  hereof  lAery  Propriet()r, 
Settler  or  lidiabitant  shall  Yield  &  Pay  unto  us  our  heirs  &  Suc- 
cessors Yearly  &  e\  er)'  )'ear  forever  fi-om  and  atter  the  expiration 
of  the  Ten  Years  from  the  Date  hereof,  Namely  on  the  25th  Day 
of  December  which  will  be  in  the  )'ear  ot  our  Lord  Christ  one 
Thousand  Seven  hundred  &  Sixty-two,  one  Shilling  Proclama- 
tion money  for  every  hinidred  acres  he  so  Cis  settles  or  pos- 
sesses &  so  in  proportion  for  a  "greater  or  a  lesser  dract  oi  the 
srdd  Land  which  money  shall  be  i)aid  by  the  respective  IYm'sous 
above  sd.  their  heirs  or  assigns  in  our  Comicil  Chambei-  in  l^orts- 
mouth  or  to  such  Officer  or  officers  as  shall  be  appointed  to  re- 
ceive the  same  &  this  to  be  in  lieu  of  all  other  rents  &  services 
whatsoever. — In  testimony  Whei-eof  We  hav^e  caused  the  SeaP 
of  our  sd.  Province  to  be  hereunto  alfixed. 

W^itness  Benning  Wentworth  Esq.  our  (Governor  and  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  our  said  Province  the  T\\  i  nt\'  ninth  Da)'  of 
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April  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  Christ  one  thousand  Seven  hun- 
dred &  fifty  one,  &  in  the  Twenty  fourth  year  of  our  reign. 

H.  WEN'rWOKlH. 

Hy  liis  Excellency's  Command 

with  advice  of  Council. 

Theodr.  Atkinson  Sec)  . 

Entered  &  recordec,!  according;  to  the  oric^inal  under  the  Prov- 
ince Seal,  this  30th  Day  of  April  1751. 

l^r  l'iii:(»D(jRr:  Aikin.son  Sec'y. 
NAMES  oi"  'riiE  i  i:i':s. —  viz. 

Phinehas  Lyman,  Samuel  Kent  Junr.,  /\braham  Hur!)ank, 
Medad  Pumroy,  Noah  Pumroy,  Aaron  Riseing,  Paul  Kent,  Joel 
Kent,  Jona.  Underwood,  Samuel  Graini^er,  Joshua  Austen,  Saml. 
Uathway,  Benja.  Kent,  Jona.  l)\\iL;ht,  Shem  Burbank,  Pdi.siia 
Kent,  l  imt.  Mather,  John  Levet,  Saml.  i  larmon,  Joshua  Kendal, 
Aaron  Hitchcock,  Lemuel  (jraiuL^er,  Simeon  (iraini^er,  Pdija. 
liaston,  Phineas  Sheldon,  Reuben  llarman,  Silas  Kent,  John 
Grainger,  Asaph  Levet,  John  Roc  Junr.,  John  Old,  Is.iac  Il.dl, 
Joseph  Forward,  Peletiah  Adams,  Saml.  Dwii^ht,  Seth  Dwi<^"ht, 
Danl.  Austin,  Joseph  Kent,  P)anl.  Smith,  Simeon  liathawa)-, 
Daniel  Gilbert,  P^lijah  Sheldon,  Pdijah  Kent,  Zephinia  Taylor, 
Ashur  Sheldon,  Benning  Wentworth  lisq.,  Benning  Wentworth 
Esq.,  Theodore  Atkinson  Ksq.,  Pdlis  kUishe  Esq.,  Richd.  Wibird 
Esq.,  John  Downing"  P'.sq.,  Sampson  Sheaf  Ksq.,  One  share  for 
the  first  Settled  Minister,  one  share  for  the  iVniefit  of  the  School 
forever,  &  one  share  for  to  remain  as  a  Glebe  for  the  l)enefit  of 
the  Church  of  P^ngland  as  by  Law  I'Lstablished  which  is  to  be 
under  the  Dire6lion  of  the  Church  Wardens  of  the  Queens 
Chaple  in  Portsmo.  &  for  the  benefit  of  the  Church  there  till  an 
P^piscopal  Clergiman  is  settled  in  the  said  Town  of  Wilmington, 
and  then  to  remain  for  the  sole  Benefit  of  the  ministery  there, 
the  Reverend  Dctr.  Timo.  Cuttler,  Majr.  Jno.  Wentworth  P^.stp, 
John  Wentworth  Esq.,  P\)ster  Wentworth,  Capt.  Samuel  .Care)% 
Jona.  Edwards,  Christo.  Rynes,  Phinehas  Lyman  Junr. 
Itntered  &  Recorded 

pr  TiiEODoiai  Atkinson  Secy." 

Then  follows  a  Plat  of  the  township  with  the  allotment  as 
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made  to  the  proprietors  thereof  and  duly  recorded  in  the  office 
of  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Province  May  i,  1751. 

It  has  been  often  stated  and  may  now,  without  question,  be 
accepted  as  the  fact,  that  owing  to  tlie  non-fulfilhiient  by  the 
grantees  of  certain  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  charter  the  grant 
became  forfeited,  and  hence  a  second  charter  of  the  same  lands 
under  the  name  of  Draper  was  granted  by  ( lovenor  Wentworth 
June  17,  1763  to  "  liis  l^xcellency  h^rancis  Barnard"  and  sixty- 
six  others. 

1  his  charter  is  recorded  in  the  records  of  Cumberland  County, 
out  of  which  the  counties  of  Windham,  Windsor  and  Orange 
were  erected  and  organized  at  an  extra  session  of  the  Vermont 
Legislature  in  Feb.  1781,  and  from  which  records  I  have  copied 
the  charter  in  full,  and  it  is  as  follows: 

"  Province  oe  \         George  the  Third  by  tlie  Grace  of  God 
New  Mamp.  J  of  Great  Britain  P^rance  &  Ireland  King- 

Defender  of  the  P^iith  &c. 
To  all  Persons  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  eoiiu  (ireetuii^ — 

Know  ye  that  We  of  our  Special  Grace,  ceiiain  Knowledge  & 
mere  Motion,  for  the  due  P^ncouragemeiit  of  Settling  a  New 
Plantation  within  our  said  Province  by  and  witli  the  advice  of 
our  Trusty  and  well  beloved  l^enning  Wentworth  ICsq.  our  Gov- 
ernor and  Commander  in  Chief  of  our  saitl  Province  ol  New 
Hampshire  in  New  P'.ngiand  &  of  our  Council  of  the  sd.  Pro- 
vince have,  upon  the  Conditions  &  Resei  vations  herein  after 
made  Given  and  granted  and  by  these  Presents  for  us  our  Heirs 
and  Successors  do  give  &  grant,  in  equal  shares  unto  our  Love- 
ing  Subjects  Inhabitants  of  our  said  Province  of  New  Hampshire 
&  our  other  Governments  and  to  their  Heirs  &  Assigns  for  Iwer 
whose  Names  are  entered  on  this  grant  to  be  divided  to  and 
amongst  them  into  Seventy  Three  equal  Shares  all  that  Traft  or 
Parcel  of  Land  situate  lying  and  being  within  our  said  Province 
of  New  Hampshire  containing  by  admeasurement  Twent)'  Three 
Thousand  &  P^orty  Acres  which  Tract  is  to  (\-)ntain  Six  Miles 
S(juare  and  no  more,  out  of  which  an  Allowance  is  to  be  made 
for  Highways  &  Unimprovable  Lands  by  Rocks,  Ponds,  Moun- 
tains &  Rivers  One  Thousand  &  P\)rty  Acres  fiee,  According  to 
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a  Plan  &  Survey  thereof  made  by  Our  said  ( lovernors  Order  and 
returned  into  the  Secretarys  Ofliee  liereunto  Annexed  butted 
&  Bounded  as  follows  (Viz.)  liegimhni;-  at  the  North  West 
Corner  of  Halifax  a  Township  formerly  Ch  anted  in  this  Provinee 
to  Olix'er  Partridge  l^scj.  and  others  liis  Associates  thence  run- 
ninj^-  West  ic^  i  )e<^rees  North  b)'  the  Needle  Six  Miles  from 
thence  North  lO  De^;-s.  P^.ast  b)-  the  Needle  Six  Miles  thence 
turning-  off  at  right  Angles  ^li  running  l^ast  lO  Dogs.  South  Six 
Miles  to  the  North  West  Corner  of  a  Township  formerly  granted 
m  this  Province  by  the  name  of  Marlborough  thence  South  \o 
Degrees  WV'st  b)'  Marlb(M-ough  aforesaid  to  the  Corner  of  1  lal- 
ifa.N  began  at, — and  that  the  same  be  and  hereb)'  is  I ncorj)orated 
into  a  Township  by  the  N<ame  of  Draper  and  the  Indiabaants 
that  do  or  shall  hereafter  Inhabit  the  saitl  rownshij)  are  l.ereb)' 
declared  to  be  iMifrahchized  with  8:  entitled  to  cdl  and  ever)' 
the  Priviledges  &  Immunities  that  other  Towns  within  ou.r 
Province  b)'  Law^  Mxercise  Paijo)-  and  further  th.it  the  said 
Town  as  soon  as  tlieir  shall  hhy  h^unilies  resident  and  Settled 
thereon  shall  h.ave  the  Liberty  of  holding  Two  h'airs  One  ol 

which  shall  be  held  on  the  and  the  other  on  the  

Annually  which  Fairs  are  not  to  Continue  longer  than  the  re- 

spe6live  Following  the  said  and  that  as  soon  as  the 

said  Town  shall  consist  of  h^ift}-  h^imilies  a  Market  may  be 
Opened  and  kept  one  or  more  days  in  each  Week  as  may  be 
thought  most  advantageous  to  the  Inhabitants  also  that  the  first 
Meeting  for  the  Choice  of  Town  O'ficers  agreable  to  the  Laws 
of  our  said  I^rovince  shall  be  held  on  the  h'irst  Thursday  of  Jul)' 
next  winch  sd.  Meeting  shall  be  Notified  b)'  Isaac  Searle  wiio  is 
hereby  also  appointed  the  Moderator  of  the  said  l^'irst  Meeting 
which  he  is  to  Notify  and  (iovern  agreable  to  tiie  Laws  &  Cus- 
toms of  our  said  Province  and  that  the  Annual  Meeting  for  ever 
hereafter  for  the  Choice  of  such  Officers  for  the  said  l  ow  n  shall 
be  on  the  second  Tuesda)'  of  Marcli  Annually.  lO  liave  &  to 
Hold  the  said  Tra6l  of  Land  as  abo\'e  P'.xpressed  together  w  ith 
all  Privileges  &  Appurtenances  ti»  lli,  ni  and  their  respective 
Heirs  and  Assigns  for  Iwer  upon  the  following  Condition  (Viz.) 
1st.    That  every  Grantee  his  heirs  and  Assigns  shall  Plant 
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&  Cultivate  five  Acres  of  Land  within  the  Term  of  hive  Years, 
for  every  Fifty  Acres  contained  in  his  or  their  sliare  or  Propor- 
tion of  Land  in  said  Township  and  Continue  to  Lnproxe  and 
Settle  the  same  by  Additional  Cultixation s  on  Penalty  of  the 
Forleiture  of  his  Grant  or  Share  in  the  said  Townshii)  and  of  its 
revertini^  to  us  our  Heirs  &  Successors  to  be  by  us  or  them  re- 
^ranted  to  such  of  our  Subjects  as  shall  effectually  Settle  & 
Cultivate  the  same. 

2dly.  That  all  white  &  other  Pine  Trees  within  the  said 
Township  fit  fi)r  ^Llstin^"  our  Royal  Navy  be  carefidl)'  Preser\  ed 
lor  lliat  use  &  none  to  be  cut  or  felled  without  oiu'  s[)c:cial  License 
for  so  doini;'  P^irst  had  and  Obtained  upon  the  penalty  ot  the 
iorfeilure  of  the  RiL^iit  of  such  Grantee  or  his  heirs  and  Assigns 
to  us  our  I  leirs  and  Successors  as  well  as  beiiii;  Subject  to  the 
Penalt)^  of  an)-  Acl  or  Acts  of  Parliment  than  now  are  or  here- 
after shall  be  P^.nacted. 

3.  That  before  the  Division  of  the  Land  be  made  to  and 
amon;4  the  Grantees  a  Tract  of  Land  as  near  the  Centre  o(  the 
said  Township  as  the  T.and  will  admit  of  shall  be  reserved  & 
Miirked  out  for  Town  Lotts  one  of  which  shall  be  allotted  to 
each  Grantee  of  the  Contents  of  One  Acre,  Yielding  and  Pay- 
ing" therefor  to  us  our  Heirs  &  Successors  for  the  Space  of  Ten 
VT-ars  to  be  computed  frt)m  the  date  hereof  the  Rent  of  One 
P.ar  of  Indian  Corn  only  on  the  Twenty  P^ifih  Da)'  of  December 
Annually  if  Lawfully  demanded  the  1^1  rst  Pa)'ment  to  be  made 
on  the  Twenty  P^iftli  Day  of  December  1763. 

4.  Lvery  Proprietor,  Settler  or  Ldiabitant  shall  Yield  and 
Pay  unto  us  our  Heirs  &  Successors  Yearly  every  \'ear  tor 
ev  er  from  and  after  the  Lxj^iration  of  Ten  Years  from  the  abcn  e- 
said  Twenty  Plfth  day  of  December  namel)'  on  the  Twenty  fifth 
Day  of  December  which  will  be  in  the  Year  of  Our  Lord  1773 
One  Shilling  Proclamation  Money  for  every  LIundred  Acres  he 
so  owns  Settles  or  Possesses  &  so  in  pro{)ortion  for  a  Greater  or 
lesser  Tract  of  the  said  Land  which  Money  shall  be  paid  l)y  iPic 
kespeclive  Persons  abovesaid  tlieir  llrir.'  ^'i  Assii^ns  in  oin- 
Council  Chamber  in  ]\)rtsmoiith  or  to  such  Officer  or  Officers 
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as  shall  be  Appointed  to  Receive  the  same  and  this  to  be  in 
Lieu  of  all  other  Rents  &  Services  whatsoever. 

In  Testimon)' whereof  We  have  caused  the  Seal  of  our  said 
Province  to  be  hereunto  Affixed  Witness  Benning  W^entworth 
Esq.  Our  Governor  &  Commander  in  Chief  t)f  Our  said  Province 
the  17th  day  of  June  in  the  Year  of  Our  Lord  Christ  One 
Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Sixt)^  Three  &  in  the  Third  Yctir 
of  Our  Reign.  H.  Wentworth. 

Ry  his  P^xcellencys  Command 

witli  advice  of  Council 

T.  Atkinson  Junk.  Secy. 

Province  of  New  Hampshire  J une  17th  1763.  Recorded  ac- 
cording" to  the  Original  Charter  under  the  l^ro\  ince  Seal. 

T.  Ai'KiNsoN  Junk.  Secy. 

THE   NAMES   OF    THE   CiRANTEES   OF  DRAl'EK. 

liis  P^xcelly.  P^rances  Barnard  h>sq.,  Thomas  Hubbard  ICsq., 
Harrison  Gray  P^.sq.,  Samuel  M.ither  l^^.sq.,  Daniel  Jones,  Samuel 
pjlodget,  John  Searle,  Seth  l^lodget,  J(jnathan  Strong,  P'.benezer 
Wells,  Seth  Pomroy,  Banjamin  PMvvards,  John  Clark,  James 
Cowen,  Moses  Peek,  Edward  Lulwych,  Timothy  Taylor,  Samuel 
Bowles,  Phineas  Lund,  Jonathan  IListings,  William  l^raller  PLsc]., 
Samuel  Makur  Junr.,  P'.benezer  Arms,  Timoth)-  Wright  Junr., 
Uanl.  Wright,  Jonathan  Laurence,  Idjcnezer  Lainence,  l);uiicl 
Green,  Peter  Hay,  IV-ter  Hay  Junr.,  Peter  Ha)-  Tertius,  John 
Holden,  James  Stoodley,  Joseph  Br)'ant,  Joseph  Ihyant  Junr., 
Daniel  Bryant,  John  P^owle,  Jacob  luiierson,  Joseph  Lyman, 
Daniel  W^heeler,  Thomas  W^illee,  Jason  Wright,  Benjamin  Will- 
son,  Benjamin  Kent,  Walter  Burke,  Arnabridge  Thatker  Plsq., 
Oliver  Wendall,  Joseph  Pinchon  Plsq.,  Samuel  Robinson  P>sc[., 
Samuel  Robinson  Junr.,  Moses  Robinson,  John  P^assatt,  Nathaniel 
Marchant,  Moses  Robinson  Junr.,  Isaac  Searle,  Caleb  Strong, 
Caleb  Strong  Junr.,  Martin  Phelps,  John  Fassatt  Junr.,  Col.  John 
Goss,  James  Walker,  John  Goffe  Junr.,  Capt.  Jonathn.  Carleton, 
John  Marsh,  Ilonble.  James  Nevin  Ivsq.,  John  Nellson  ICsi]., 
Theodore  Atkinson  Junr.  ILsq. 

Plis  Excellency  Benning  Wentworth  P^scj.,  a  Tra6l  of  Land  to 
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Contain  500  Acres  as  Marked  B.  W.  in  tlie  Plan  vvliich  is  to  be 
Accounted  Two  of  the  Within  Shares,  One  Wliole  Share  for  the 
Incorporated  Society  for  tlie  Propagation  of  tlie  (lospel  in  for- 
eign Parts — One  Share  for  a  Glebe  for  the  Church  of  P^ngland 
as  by  Law  Plstablished — One  Share  for  the  P^irst  Settled  Minis- 
ter of  the  Gospel  and  One  Share  for  the  l^enefit  of  a  School  in 
said  Town. 

Province  of  New  Hampshire  June  17th,  1763.  Recorded  from 
the  back  of  the  Original  Charter  under  the  I'rovince  Seal. 

Pr.  Theodore  ArKiNsoN  Junr.  Secy." 

A  plan  of  the  lands  granted  is  also  spread  upon  the  record, 
but  it  does  not  show  any  allotment  of  the  granted  premises, 
save  the  Governor's  two  shares  of  five  hundred  acres,  which 
were  allotted  in  a  square  in  the  southeast  corner  of  the  townsliip. 

"  His  PLxcellency  F'rancis  Barnard,"  whose  name  stands  at  the 
head  of  the  list  of  proprietors  of  Draper,  was  Governor  of  the 
Province  of  Massachusetts  under  the  appcMutment  of  King 
George  HI.,  from  1760  to  1761.  There  is  n(j  evidence  that  he 
ever  exchanged  the  luxuries  of  his  Boston  liome  for  tlie  priva- 
tions of  the  wilderness,  or  that  he  ever  made  or  entered  any 
claim  to  the  shares  thus  granted  him,  nor  does  his  name  further 
appear  in  connection  with  the  history  of  the  town. 

It  has  been  claimed  by  some  writers  that  the  township  was 
chartered  a  third  time, — the  last,  by  the  name  of  Wilmington, 
and  under  the  authority  of  the  Governor  and  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  but  I  do  not  think  such 
claim  can  be  authenticated. 

Previous  to  the  year  1765,  it  was  generally  understood,  in  both 
pjigland  and  America,  that  the  Province  /)f  New  Hampshire 
extended  westerly  to  a  twenty-mile  line  from  the  Hudson  River 
and  to  Lake  Champlain,  and  was  so  represented  in  all  the  P^ng- 
lish  and  American  maps.  On  the  20th  of  July,  1764,  King 
George  HL,  by  an  order  in  council,  declared  the  western  boun- 
ihxry  of  the  Conne6licut  River  to  be  the  boundary  line  between 
the  Province  of  New  Hampshire  and  the  Pro\ mcc  of  New  York, 
which  order  was  received  and  promulgated  in  America  April 
10,  1765. 
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From  1 749  to  1 764,  Governor  Wentvvorth  liad  granted  to  New 
England  people  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  townships  of  land, 
situated  to  the  westward  of  the  Connecticut  River,  and  eastward 
of  said  twenty-mile  line  and  I/ake  Champlain,  and  extensive 
settlements  had  been  made  under  said  grants.  After  the  pro- 
mulgation of  the  order  of  July  20,  1864,  the  governors  of  the 
Province  of  New  York  treated  the  grants  of  Governor  Went- 
worth  as  null  and  void,  and  the  settlers  who  held  under  them  as 
trespassers  on  the  King's  domain,  and  proceedied  to  grant  the 
lands  anew  to  others,  mostly  to  New  York  speculators.  The 
published  collections  of  the  Vermont  Historical  Society  and 
l'2x-Gov.  Hall's  "Early  History  of  Vermont"  are  my  authority 
for  stating  that,  from  April  10,  1765  to  June  12,  1776  the  several 
New  York  g-overnors  granted  townsiiip  charters,  and  confirma- 
tions of  several  New  Hampshire  charters  together  with  patents 
of  certain  trails  of  land  to  individuals,  within  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Grants  to  the  amount  of  2,418,710  acres.  That  the  fees 
levied  therefor,  and  received  by  the  said  governors  and,  other 
officials  having  to  do  therewith,  amounted  to  the  enormous  sum 
of  ;^ 1 90,93 3.7 3.  And  by  reason  of  this  contlicl  of  authority, 
many  of  the  early  settlers  who  held  title  under  New  Hampshire 
charters,  became  involved  in  difficulties  of  a  serious  character 
which  often  resulted  in  the  total  loss  of  their  estates  and  property. 

On  the  3d  of  December,  1770,  Chipman  Swift,  lUijah  Alvord, 
Caleb  Alvord,  Joseph  Marks,  Joseph  Phillips,  Samuel  Darby, 
Josiah  Davis,  Nathan  Davis,  Asa  Davis,  David  Davis,  John 
Davis,  John  Davis  Jr.,  Samuel  Davis,  P^benezer  Davis,  l^Llijah 
Davis,  Thomas  Crowfoot,  Jonathan  Rogers,  Micah  Griffith,  Jesse 
Griffith,  John  Mayo  and  Leonard  Mayo,  inhabitants  of  Draper 
or  Wilmington,  joined  with  about  three  hundred  and  ninety 
other  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  grants  in  a  petition  ''To  His 
P^xcellency  the  Right  Honorable  John  Earl  of  Dunmore,  Captain- 
General  and  Governor-in-Chief  in  and  over  the  Province  of  New 
York  and  the  territories  depending  thereon  in  America,"  humbly 
praying  a  confirmation  of  their  said  grants  then  held  by  theni 
under  the  New  Hampshire  charters,  and  that  inasmuch  "as 
they  have  expended  their  worldly  substance  upon  the  premises, 


I 

t 


An  Historical  Addkess. 


31 


and  are  thereby  rendered  wholly  unable  to  pay  the  patent  fees 
demanded  by  the  late  Governor-in-Chief  *  *  * 
that  your  Lordship  will  be  fevorably  pleased  in  tender  compas- 
sion to  your  petitioners,  and  their  helpless  and  distressed  families, 
to  represent  this  their  case  to  His  Majesty,  not  doubting  but  he 
will  be  graciously  pleased  to  take  the  same  into  his  princely 
consideration,  and  give  such  relief  therein  as  shall  to  him 
seem  meet." 

Hut  a  careful  examination  of  the  list  oi  townships  formerly 
grantetl  by  New  Hampshire  and  afterwards  confirmed  b)'  letters 
patent  under  the  great  seal  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  fails 
to  show  that  either  Wilmington  or  Draper  was  one  of  them. 
Nor  does  it  appear  that  patents  to  individuals  were  ever  issued 
under  the  authority  of  New  York,  of  lands  \\'ithin  this  town- 
ship. From  the  best  authority  obtainable,  it  may  safely  be 
affirmed  that  there  never  was  but  two  charters  issued  granting 
this  township,  and  both  under  the  authority  of  New  Hampshire 
as  has  been  stated.  That  the  name  of  "  Draper"  being  distaste- 
ful to  many  of  the  inhabitants,  the  old  name  of  Wilmington  was 
revived  by  common  consent,  and  "has  ever  since  been  retained. 

I  am  not  aware  that  a  controversy  ever  arose  between  the 
early  settlers  of  this  town  by  reason  of  any  of  them  claiming 
title  to  lands,  therein  situated,  derived  under  the  authority  of 
iNew  York.  Hut  there  did  arise  more  or  less  controversy  regard- 
ing the  title  under  which  they  claimed  to  hold  and  j^ossess  their 
lands  in  consequence  of  the  issuance  of  the  charters  before 
mentioned.  Some  of  them  had  obtained  title  to  their  lands 
through  the  proprietors  named  in  the  Charter  of  Wilmington, 
while  others  claimed  title  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  Draper 
Charter.  From  such  information  as  I  have  been  able  to  gather, 
I  think  I  am  justified  in  saying  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  early 
struggle  of  tile  inhabitants  of  the  New  Ham|)shire  grants,  those 
who  claimed  to  hold  their  lands  under  the  Wilmington  Charter, 
generally  sided  with  the  authorities  of  New  York,  and  were 
read}^  to  concede  its  jurisdiction  over  all  territory  west  of  the 
Conne6licut  River,  and  north  of  the  north  hne  of  Massachusetts 
Hay  ;  while  those  who  claimed  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  Charter 
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of  Draper,  strongly  adhered  to  the  cause  of  the  grants,  as  against 
the  pretended  authority  of  New  York,  or  any  other  outside 
government,  and  were  among  the  first  to  assent  to  the  estabhsh- 
ing  of  a  new  State  by  the  name  of  V^ermont. 

If  the  proprietors  of  Draper  or  those  holding  under  them, 
ever  held  any  meetings,  which  under  the  circumstances  is  prob- 
able, the  records  thereof  have  not  been  preserved.  Those,  how  - 
ever, who  claimed  to  hold  under  the  Charter  of  Wilmington, 
did  meet  from  time  to  time,  and  took  action  relative  to  the 
enforcement  of  their  pretended  rights  and  claims,  as  a])pears  l)y 
the  records  retained  and  now  in  the  Town  Clerk's  Office.  1  hey 
were  pleased  to  style  themselves,  "  The  Proprietors  of  Wilming- 
ton in  the  County  of  Cumberland  and  State  of  New  York,"  and 
their  first  meeting,  of  which  there  is  any  record,  was  held  at  the 
house  of  Col.  William  Williams,  May  28,  1777.  Zephaniah 
Swift  was  chosen  Moderator;  Samuel  King,  Clerk;  and  Col. 
Williams,  Collector. 

"  Voted,  to  tax  the  proprietors'  lands  one  penny  per  acre, 
which  is  thirty  shillings  on  each  original  right." 

"  Voted,  that  Col.  William  Williams  and  Capt.  Chipman  Swift 
be  a  committee  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  propriety." 

At  a  meeting  convened  at  the  house  of  Zephaniah  Swift,  May 
26,  1779,  they  chose  Zephaniah  Swift,  Col.  William  Williams 
and  Capt.  Chipman  Swift  a  committee  to  execute  deeds  in  behalf 
ol  the  proprietors.  They  were  empowered  by  a  subsequent 
vote,  "  to  execute  to  the  good  people  and  inhabitants  who  have 
had  one  hundred  acres  each  for  settling  said  town  as  an  encour- 
agement, and  those  who  hold  under  them,  to  have  warrantee 
deeds  of  those  lands,  they  relinquishing  up  their  quit-claims 
they  now  have  in  their  hands,  in  order  that  the  settlers  may  have 
the  lands  secured  them.  Provided,  nevertheless  that  they,  the 
said  settlers,  and  their  heirs  and  assigns  shall  remain  and  abide 
faithful  adherents  and  settlers  under  the  said  proprietors,  and  to 
hold  under  their  charter  only. 

"Voted,  that  if  the  pretended  prupn'ctors  of  Draper,  shoultl 
they  venture  to  make  any  surveys  in  the  town,  or  bring  on  any 
settlers  under  them,  they  should  and  ought  by  all  lawful  means 
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be  prevented,  and  the  proprietors  will  effecluall}'  defend  and  save 
harmless  from  any  process  of  lawsuit,  any  friendly  person  or 
persons  who  shall  do  that  very  friendly  and  necessary  piece  of 
i^ood  service," 

rile  clerk  was  also  prohibited  from  makin<4  entry  or  record 
oi  lands  of  any  person  except  approved  by  the  committee. 

May  29,  1782,  Cap.  Chipman  Swift  and  Major  David  Dickin- 
son were  chosen  agents  of  the  proprietors  of  Wilmini^ton  to 
appear  before  the  General  Assembly  and  all  inferior  and  superior 
courts  to  resist  the  claims  of  any  and  all  i:)ersons  appearing  and 
claiming  to  hold  lands  under  the  Charter  of  Draper. 

It  therefore  appears  that,  notwithstandiuL;  the  Charter  of 
W^ilmington  had  been  declared  forfeited  b)'  reason  of  the  non- 
lulfjllment  of  some  of  its  provisions  by  the  [)rt)[)rietors  therein 
named,  and  a  charter  under  the  name  of  Drafjcr  had  been  issued 
lo  others,  yet  those  who  had  become  settlers  under  the  i)roi)rie-- 
tors  i)f  the  Wilmington  Charter,  did  not  [iropose  to  surrender 
their  possessions  without  making  stubborn  resistance. 

Controversies  concerning  land  titles  were  constantly  arising 
in  other  j)arts  of  the  State  as  wcW  as  here,  and  as  a  means  for 
the  settlement  of  the  same,  the  Legislature  enacted  laws  having 
particular  reference  thereto.  At  its  session  in  October,  1779.  '^'^ 
act  was  ]:»assed  entitled  "  An  A61  ap})ointing  conmiissioners  for 
the  better  regulating  titles  of  land  within  this  State,  and  declar- 
ing their  power."  Inasmuch  as  the  preamble  aims  straight  to 
the  mark,  I  cjuote  it  in  full,  together  with  a  jxu-tion  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  aft  itself : 

"  Whereas,  there  are  many  tenements,  farms  and  tracts  of 
land,  situated  within  this  State,  claimed  by  sunch)'  persons, 
under  divers  titles,  occasioned  partly  from  the  unsettled  situaticju 
the  people  of  this  State  have  hitherto  been  in,  and  |)artly  by  the 
avaricious  views  of  those  governors,  who  under  the  King  oi 
Creat  Britain,  feared  not  to  give  patents  directly  interfering  with 
each  other,  and  many  settlers  have  moved  on  to  said  lands  under* 
those  different  titles,  and  undergone  inniunerable  hardshi|)s  in 
settling  farms,  and  now  to  dispossess  tliem,  would  be  cruel  and 
unjust;  while  others  have  been  intruders  and  tresjjassers  Irom 
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the  beginning  ;  and  to  establish  them,  in  seckision  of  the  lawful 
freeholders,  would       equally  iniquitous  and  unjust. 

"  And  whereas  many  inconveniences  must  attend  trials  at  law, 
in  stri6l  legal  adjudications  of  such  a  multiplicity  of  disputes,  as 
well  to  individuals  as  the  public;  such  as  delays  of  justice  in 
many  instances,  increasing  of  broils  and  contentions  ;  which 
great  evils  to  prevent, 

"  Be  ena6led,  &c.,  that  Joseph  .  Howker,  hlsq.,  J(3se])h  Ty\cr, 
hlsq.,  John  Strong,  Esq.,  JCdward  Harris,  ]vsq.,  and  Ca]j)t.  Kdnuuid 
Hodges,  be  appointed  and  commissioned  by  his  ICxcellency  the 
Governor  of  this  State,  and  sworn  in  the  form  of  the  oath  here- 
after prescribed,  to  be  Commissioners  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  ; 
and  that  the  said  Commissioners,  or  any  three  of  them,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  and  impowered,  to  do  and  perform 
the  several  acts,  matters  and  things  hereafter  named ;  to  wit  : 
that  the  said  Commissioners,  or  any  three  of  them,  shall  have 
powder  to  take  into  consideration,  and  fully  examine,  all  the  evi- 
dence relating  to,  or  respecting  the  titles  of  controverted  lands 
in  this  State  ;  for  that  end  the)'  shall  have  power  to  send  for 
persons,  to  administer  oaths,  to  call  upon  the  p  irties  for  charters, 
patents,  deeds  of  conveyances,  and  all  other  writings  respecting 
their  title  to  said  lands  ;  as  also  to  examine  the  parties  upon 
oath  ;  and  shall  make  report  to  this  Assembly,  at  their  next 
session,  or  at  the  session  of  (leneral  Assembly  in  October  next, 
which  of  those  various  claimants  to  the  same  land  ought,  in 
justice  and  equity,  to  possess  and  forever  hold  the  fee  of  said 
land,  with  the  remittances  said  fee  holders  shall  make  to  the  other 
claimants  ;  together  with  the  evidence  and  reasons  upon  which 
said  report  shall  be  grounded." 

It  further  provided  that  the  Commissioners  were  to  lodge  a 
copy  of  their  report  within  a  certain  specified  time,  in  the  Town 
Clerk's  Office,  in  which  the  land  was  situated.  Also  that  any 
person  remonstrating  against  said  report  might  appear  before  the 
Assembly  and  be  heard  ;  and  that  if  said  repoil  w^as  adjudged 
to  be  established,  and  ordered  to  l)i:  carried  into  execution,  a 
copy  of  the  proceedings  was  to  be  sent  to  the  Clerk's  Office  of 
the  town  where  the  land  was  situated  for  record,  "  which  shall 
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be  forever  after  deemed  and  considered  an  indisputable  title  to 
said  lands,  and  the  appurtenances  thereof,  in  seclusion  of  all 
claims  and  demands  whatsoever,  of  the  party  or  parties  in  the 
trials  aforesaid."  Said  a61:  further  provided  that  all  actions  or 
causes  of  action  wherein  titles  to  land  were  concerned  depending 
in  any  court  should  be  removed  therefrom  to  said  Commis- 
sioners ;  "  and  all  persons  now^  in  a6tual  possession  of  land, 
shall  be,  and  remain  in  quiet  and  peaceable  possession,  until  the 
General  Assembly  shall  determine  the  same." 

At  the  same  session,  another  act  was  passed  constituting  the 
Suj^erior  Court  a  Court  of  liquity  with  power  to  determine  all 
matters  properly  cognizable  before  them,  and  wherein  the  matter 
in  dispute  exceeded  twenty  pounds  and  not  exceeding  four  thou- 
sand pounds.  But  in  all  cases  wherein  the  matter  of  dispute  ex- 
ceeded four  tliousarid  pounds,  the  same  was  to  be  heard  and 
determined  by  the  Governor  and  Council  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives sitting  as  a  Court  of  J^quity. 

At  the  session  of  February  i  78 1 ,  an  additional  act  was  passed 
which  I  herewith  copy  entire,  entitled 

"AN  ACT  for  quieting  disputes  concerning  landed  property. 

"Whereas,  it  is  found  that  two  or  more  charters  have  been 
made,  in  some  instances  to  different  proprietors  of  the  same  tra6l 
of  land,  by  one  and  the  same  authority  ;  and  it  is  in  dispute 
which  of  said  charters  ought  to  hold  the  fee  of  said  lands. 

'*  For  the  better  determining  of  said  disputes,  be  it  enacted, 
&c.,  that  the  Governor,  Council  and  Flouse  of  Representatives, 
shall  sit  as  a  court,  to  hear  and  finally  to  determine  all  disputes 
between  proprietors  holding  under  different  charters,  made  out 
by  one  and  the  same  authority  ;  and  the  manner  of  process  in 
such  case  shall  be,  that  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  shall  bring  his 
or  their  writ  of  right,  setting  forth  the  whole  matter,  against  the 
defendant  or  defendants,  directed  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  in 
w  hich  said  land  lies,  or  his  deputy,  to  be  served  on  the  defend- 
ant or  defendants,  at  least  sixty  days  before  the  sitting  of  said* 
Assembly.  And  the  manner  of  service  shall  be  by  reading  the 
same  in  the  hearing  of  one  or  more  of  the  prc^prietors  wlio  rre 
t(j  be  defendants  in  the  case,  or  leave  a  true  and  attested  copy  it 
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liis  or  their  usual  place  of  abode,  within  the  aforesaid  time ; 
which  writ  shall  be  returned  to  the  Clerk  of  said  Assembly,  on. 
or  before  the  first  day  of  the  sessions  ;  and  the  said  proi^aetor 
or  proprietors  on  whom  such  w  rit  shall  be  served  as  aforesaid, 
shall  immediately  call  a  meetini;  of  the  proprietors  of  the  charter 
inider  w  hich  he  or  they  hold  ;  and  he  or  they  are  hereb\'  em- 
powered  to  call  a  meeting"  as  aforesaid,  that  they  ma)'  be  in 
preparation  to  make  their  defence.  i\ntl  the  plaintiff  or  plain- 
tiffs shall  pay  for  the  entry  and  trial  of  said  a6lion  twenty  shillin'^s, 
and  C()st  shall  follow  the  final  determination  of  the  suit." 

1  he  controvers)'  which  had  arisen  between  the  ])r(jpriet( )rs  of 
Wilmington  and  Draper,  respectively,  finally  came  before  the 
General  Assembl)- for  adjudication.  Charles  Plielp.^;  of  Marll)(jro 
appeared  as  counsel  for  the  proi)rietors  of  VVilmini'lon,  and  Sam- 
uel Knii^ht  of  Hrattleboro  and  (ien.  Stephen  R.  Bradley  of 
Westminster  as  counsel  for  the  proprietors  of  Draper.  I  insert 
the  followinj^"  extracts  from  the  journal  of  that  session,  wliich 
convened  at  l)ennington. 

"  I'V'bruar)'  2<S,  1784. — A  petition  sisnied  b}'  David  Dickinson 
and  Chipman  Swift,  Agents  for  the  l'ro])rieL(as  of  Wilmington, 
praying  that  this  Assembly  would  hear  and  hnally  determine  the 
dis|)ute  between  tiie  proprietors  of  l)raper  and  the  petitioners, 
&c.,  was  read  and  ordered,  that  the  Secretar)'  be  desired  to 
request  the  (iovernor  and  Council  U)  join  this  house  in  hearing 
and  detefiiiining  the  matter  of  said  petition. 

"  Mis  l^xcellency  the  (j(n'ernor,  the  Honorable  Council  and 
House  of  Representatives  being  met  together  as  a  C^ourt  of 
Kquit)'  to  iiear  the  petition  of  the  proprietors  of  Wilmington 
against  the  proprietors  of  Draper." 

"The  counsel  for  the  proprietors  of  Draper  objefted  against 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  Court,  relatixe  to  the  hearing  and  deter- 
mining the  matter  of  said  petition  ;  after  hearing  the  counsel  of 
both  parties,  the  Court  are  of  opinion  that  the)'  have  a  right  to 
hear  and  determine  tlic  matter  of  said  petition."  ' 

"The  counsel  for  the  pro])rietors  of  Drajjcr  then  requested 
that  the  trial  might  be  put  over  to  the  next  session  of  the 
Assembly,  as  thc)^  were  not,  and  could  not  be  read)'  for  trial  at 
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lhi>  scsMoii.     riu-  C  ourt  ortlcr  tliat  llic  li  i.il  \k-  ick-nctl  until 
sc\v.'ntli  cla\'  ot  the  next  ()cl:«)l)cr  session,  ami  th;u  tlii^  (,  ouil 
will   lli<.'ii   proccc'.l  to  hear  aiul  (ktciniiiu-   llu-   m.iiU  r  t»l  s  ml 
petition." 

llu.  (  )clol)cr  session  con\i'iUHl  at  R iillaml,  an( I  .ielii)n  wa--  li.-il 
a-^  appear-^       the  journal,  a^  lollow  ^  : 

"  Si.ite  ot"  W  rnion:.  Uullaiul.  (  )etol)er  Jl.  i/S.f. —  1  he  C  ourt 
•  •I  lM|uii\   oi  C  hancer)'.  con.^istinL;  ol  l*..\eellenc\  tiie  (io\- 

iin<M.  the  Honorable  the  I'ouncil.  anil  (ieiKral  Assenil)!)',  incl 
a;^reeal)li-  to  their  a* Ijou rnnu  nt  ol  the  jSth  <»1  l"el)i  u,ir\-  la.-.t.  to 
lull  ami  determine  the  dispute  helweeii  llie  proprietor^  ol 
W  ihninL;ion  and  the  proj)rielt)rs  of  l>i.iper.  ' 

"  A|l(.  I  lu  ariiiLi  the  pi  litioii  .md  e\iik  nee^  in  he  hall  ol  the 
|a"o|>iic  lor^  oi  W  ilininL;l< ai.  the  Court  adiMunu  il  uiilil  loinori(»\\ 
inornin;^  at  S  o'clock."  "  (  )n  tlu-  JJiul.  Mi  l\niL;ht  moved 
l«>!"  a  contiiuiance.  ami  a  C(»mmittLe  l<»  ^l•^il  W  ilmiiu;lon,  r/Z/./.s 
l>iapei  .  .111(1  iiupiire  into  tlu:  matter  i>l  tlu-  dl•^pul(  . 

"  ll  hein.^  moved  in  (  t»urt.  that  llu  C  ouiu  il  aiul  A^M  inl)l)- 
\oie  SL'p  iratcl)'  on  the  (|ue.^lion  loi  c«>mmilnu  nl.  the  (pu  stion 
hein^  put  to  the  ("oimcil,  it  passed  in  the  .irhrmalixe.  and  was 
iUL;ati\ed  !))•  the  (It  iu  ral  .Xssemhl)'." 

■■  llu-  ("ouii  atljourned  to  tlu-  J('lh.  and  no  |)(.i-.<»n  appearm'<.i 
t<ii  I  )iapc-r.  iIk-  (  ouil  ordered  aiul  awaidi-d  iud;..;uienl  in  lavoi  ol 
du  propi  ietoi>  of  \\'ilminL;ton." 

■  Mr.  KmL;ht.  in  Inhall  ol  the  pro|)iielois  of  |)i.ipi  i,  mo\ed 
lor  a  ie\  ii.-\v  in  the  casi*.  v\:e       1  he  C  ourt  do  iherelon 

iK-//t/\  that  a  re\  ii-w  l)e  ^i.mted  at  cordin;^l)  ;  and  that  tlu.y  wil| 
till  n  lu  ai  the  mailer  in  dispuU  .  and  linalU  deli  rmine  llu  same." 

In  Juiu-,  17S3  the  1  .e^i^latuii  eoiueiied  at  Norwu  h,  wlu  n  the 
lollowin^  aclion  was  taken  : 

*'  Norwich,  June  13.  i/^^S- — khe  ('ourt  of  k.ipiit)'  or  Chancer)', 
consistin<^^  ot  His  k'.xcellenc)-  tlie  ( io\ ernor,  the  1  lonorabli;  the 
C  ouncil,  and  (  iencral  .Assemhl)  .  met  a^nei-al>l\  to  their  adit)urn- 
nu  nt  of  the  36th  of  ()ctol)ei  last,  to  heai  and  di  termiiu  tlu- 
di^|)Ule  hi  tween  the  |)ropriet()rs  of"  Wilmiiu  t< -h  and  the  i>ro])rie- 
lors  of  Draper." 

"On  motion  of  the  counsel  for  the  |  )ro|)ric-tors  of  J  )iapei'  for 
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a  L< )iitiiui;iiicc  of  said  c.iiisc  uiUil  llu-  sc-cond  Tluirsda)-  of  llic 
next  October  session, 

Ch'(/in//,  that  said  c.iusc-  \)c  referreil  accordini;!)  ." 

I  he  e.ise  \va^  hit)U'j^hl  lor  llic  last  tiuU'  at  the()cl(>her 
session,  uhich  con\  eiu-d  .il  W' iiidsoi  ,  as  apia  ars  h  iun  thr  lollcw  - 
in^  e.\lr»icts  Ironi  tlie  journ.il  : 

"  Windsor,  \\\(hKsda\-.  (  )ctol)L  r  jo,  17S3. —  1  lu-  folic •w  ini;  aie 
the  proceeilin'^s  ol  the  (  ei  'im  .  C\»uiu  il  and  I  h>use  ol  Assi  nihly 
as  a  Court  «»l  iMjuit\-  o.  tdianeer\-,  in  tlieease  ol  the  Proprii  tors 
of  W'ihnin^ton  \     the  Piopriv  tors  of  draper." 

"  Ai^reeabl)'  tt>  ordei .  the  ( i«  •\ eriior.  C "lumeii  and   I  louse  ol 
;\sseniljl)'  lornicd  into  a  (. Ourt  of  l',(|u.it\  to  he.ir  ami  deti  rmine 
the  dispute  between  the  j)roprieturs  ol  W  ilmington  .md  tlje  jao 
prietors  of  l)iai)er.  up(»n  a  rex  iew  ol  the  ^aid  lause." 

**  A«;reeable  to  a  request  of  the  loun-^c  l  loi  the  ( )i  ( )prii  tors  ol 
I  )raper,  the  C  ourt  adjourned  until  tomorrow  mornniL;  at  *) 
it  cl« lek. 

"  l  hursda)',  (  )(  tober  J  I  .  I  7S5. —  1  iu-  C  «>urt  met,  .md  on  motii)ii 
made  b\'  thi-  propru"t«n  s  of  1  )raper  lor  .1  i-oiuinuanee  to  the  next 
session  of  A.s^embl)  ,  the  Court  are  ol  oi)inion  that  a  continuanc  e- 
ouL;ht  n«>t  to  be  granted." 

"The  Court  then  adjourned  until  2o\  lt>ck  afternoon." 

'*  2  o'clock  I".  M. —  The  Court  nu  t.  and  tin;  counsel  foi-  the 
proprietors  of  I)raper  j)Ut  in  the  followini;  j)lea,  \  i/ :  ///<'  /'/v- 
pi  'utorsof  \\'i/iiiinL^ton  I's.  llu  rroprictorsof  /'/vz/r/'." 

"And  now  the  j)ropriitors  of  I  )raper  plead  and  pra)- j  ud'^meul 
whether  the  said  bill  in  (  hancer)'  should  be  an\  furthei  heard, 
and  whether  the  Court  will  l.d^e  an\  fmther  co^iii/ancc-  ol  the 
said  bill  ;  because  the\  .sa\ .  that  the  Court  before  whom  the  said 
bill  is  brouj^dit,  was  ne\er  est.iblished  b)  the  laws  of  this  Stale. 
And  secondl)  ,  because  il  il  could  be  suj^posed  said  Court  was 
established  b\-  law  ,  the  same  is  unconstitutional  and  contrar)-  to 
e\'er)'  princii)le  of  the  Hill  of  I'J.iL^hts,  antl  the  ktiown  .and  estab- 
lished ma.xims  of  l;o\ ernnunl,  that  the  Cec;islature  s'hould 
resolve  itself  into  tin-  executixc  or  judicial  department.  And 
thirdl}',  b)'  the  concession  of  the  proprietors  of  Wilmington,  the 
matter  in  .said  bill  ai)pears  [)roper  to  l>e  heard  and  determined 
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the  courts  of  law,  anci  is  not  co^iu/.iblc  hy  a  (^)uil  of  (  li.iii- 
cci)' ;  for  tlicsc,  ami  like  reasons,  the  projjrietors  of  Draper  pr.i)' 
jiiili;nient  u  lietlu  r  ihes.iid  C  oiirt  w  ill  talvcaii)  further  et)^ui/.anee 
of  said  hill.  (Signed)  K.NK.iii"  and  Hk\1)|.i;\." 

"  The  (juestion  bein^  put  to  the  ineniher^.  of  the  A.->.seuil)l)  .  as 
one  part  or  Ijranch  of  the  Court,  whether  this  Court  will  lake 
au\'  lurther  coL;iii/.auee  of  the  saiil  hill  and  j)etilioii  ;  the  )a-.is 
and  na\  s  bein*;  retpiired,  the)'  stood  as  follow  s.  \  i/.  :  j()  \  eas, 
n.i)'s,  so  it  was  ne*^ati\'ed  !))-  the  members  of  the  Asseinbl)-  as 
one  branch  of  the  Court." 

Mr.  Knii^ht  was  .i  member  of  tlu'  A->seiu!)l\'  liom  1  h  attleboro, 
(ien.  Hradli)  from  W  estminster,  .uid  t  aj)!.  C  hipm.m  Switt  hom 
\\'ilmin«^lon  ;  .it  tluit  session  neither  of  them  voted  on  the  cjues- 
tion  |)ut. 

(  )n  the  same  da)' the  Council  as  a  bi  ant  h  ot  said  (  Ourl,  passed 
the  following  resolutii)n  : 

"  Risoh'iii,  that  it  is  the  sense  of  the  ("ouncil  lhal  unless  llu- 
House  of  Assembl)-  shall  receiU-  from  llu  u'  l.ist  ili  U  rnmul ion 
in  the  cause  betwei'ii  \\'ilminL;lon  aiul  I  )raj)c  r.  ihe  (n)\  ernor. 
C'ouncil  and  (ieneral  Assembl)',  in  c.ipacil)  «»f  a  C!ourl  of  l"'.(piil\'. 
can  take  no  further  coi;ni/.ance  of  saiil  cause,  as  the  C'ouncil  are 
of  the  opinion  thai  llu-  House  of  Assembl)'  ha\ e  the  same  riL,dil 
no\\  to  dismiss  the  saitl  cause,  as  the)'  had  .it  tirsl  to  determine 
tlu  )'  hail  a  ri^ht  to  take  co^ni/ance  of  tlu-  same. 

The  a61ion  of  the  Assembl)'  seems  It)  ha\e  pioceedcd  upon 
the  L^rouiul  lhal.  w  hile  .i  pari  of  llu;  l.iw -making  power,  they 
could  not  constitution. ill)'  resoK  e  themseK  es  into  a  court  for  the 
deti-rminalion  of  ipieslions  co^ni/.able  l)\'  the  judici.d  branch  of 
the  ^o\ernnu  nl  oid\'.  The  AsM.nibl)  did  not  rescind  t lu  ii- alore- 
said  \  (»te,  aiul  the  contest  in  that  forum  ended  in  a  \  iclor)'  for 
the  proprietors  ckiimin^  under  the  Uraj)er  Chartei.  It  is  n(;l 
probable,  however,  that  the  refusal  of  the  Genenil  Assembl)'  t(* 
take  jurisdiclion  of  the  case,  put  .in  eiul  to  ihe  controx  ers)-  rel.i- 
ti\e  to  their  respective  titles.  Whether  tlu;  slruL;L;le  was  c;^l- 
tinueil  m  the  courts  of  law  ,  1  h.i\  e  iu»  p<  •  li\  e  mformalion,  but 
that  such  w'.is  the  case,  uiuler  all  the  circumsl.iiues,  is  ver)' 
prob.ible. 
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ll  iiKiy,  liowc'.cr,  l)L'  w  riltcii  ilowii  ol  Ih.iIi  p.irlii-s  thai,  wiser 
and  better  counsel  at  la^t  prevailed,  anil  an  anncahle  settlement 
was  rcachetl.  In  t)ct{)l)er,  17.S4.  a  ineetin«^  dI  lamllinKkrs, 
elannin;.;  inuler  the  jj^iprietoi-,  ot  huth  e'.iaiteis  was.  lu  hi.  .iiul 
an  allotment  of  ri|j;hls  was  made  to  ilu  persons  named  in  iluir 
\ote,  rc-specti\el\',  as  beini;  the  lawlnl  proprietors  and  owneis 
thi':\-. >l.  This  action  of  the  prt)priet»>r>  in  mahini;  >aid  alloinu  nl 
wa^  siil)^e(|nentl\  ratitied  hy  an  act  ol  the  LiL;>sl.it nre,  the  tnks 
deriwd  theri'h)  havinj^  never  been  di'>liubrd,  1101  n.i^^  tin  r».  bet  ii 
.111)-   attempt    in  that  dii-e<  ti..M         I  n  I    hi\e  b.  -  n   able  ti> 

ascertain. 

in  corichiiiinL;  m;  remarks  upon  this  subject  I  nri\-  add  th.ii. 
the  case  of  the  Proprietors  ol  \\'ilmin;_^t< »n  \  >.  the  i'l  oprietor.s  ol 
|)ra|)er.  is  the  onl\  one  that  e\er  a'ose  in  this  Slati,  and  w  as 
carrii-d  to  the  ( it i\  ernor,  C  "ouik  il  an*l  il«lu^e•  ol"  Assembl\  ,  >itlin;.; 
as  a  ( 'onrt  •  a  b/jnity  or  C"h.incer\  nndei-  the  acts  In  loi e  nh  iitit )ni  d. 
l  lie  C  ouncil  of  C"enst)rs  llial  convene  d  m  (  k  lober.  17."  -^.  to  i  on 
siller,  advise  and  propose  anundnienls  lo  the  ( OaslitnlM-n. 
«  oiidemiled  in  stion;^  l.in;.;na:;e  the  laws  ih  it  li.id  beiU  eii  i>  le-  I. 
b)  virtue  ol  which  the  doveinoi.  t  until  ami  Assembly  had 
been  coiislitute  1  a  court  lor  the  purpose  ol  ileterminiuL;  causes 
arisiML;  belwi  en  |)artv  anil  party,  eti  ..  and  ri\  < anniended  their 
ri-pe-al.  The  next  v  t.-.u-  the  Constitution  ol  the  Siaie  was  auKuded. 
lorbiiklin^  the  I  A;L;islature  trom  therealte;' consiitutinL;  themsi  |\(.  s 
jmlL;es  of  a  f  ourt  of  l''(|uit\'  or  C'hancerv  . 

In  I.S3S  that  portion  of  the  town  ol  Somerset  Iv  in;.^  directlv 
north  ol.  and  adjacent  to  W  ilnmiL^ton,  and  m  kiiL^th  the-  widdi 
ol  |)ovei  on  the  west,  w.is  aime\ed  to  \\  ihnmL;toii  by  an  ail  ol 
the  I  A-;.^islalure.  It  remaineil  a  portion  tlui\-ol  imtil  i.S()(y.  when 
the  same  territ<M'v  was  bv  .m  act  ol  the  LeL;islatme  .unu  xed  lu 
l)over.  It  came  and  went  without  petition  or  ])rotest  Irom  the 
iidiibitants  oi  this  town.  Ilu  town.  L;eoL;raphicall\ .  remains  as 
it  was  orii^inallv  chartered. 

!■(  MM  I  A  I  I  »  »N. 

In  a  rei)ort  made  b\  Samiu  1  bin-on  of  Hennin;_;ton.  and 
Jereini.ih  hrench  of  Manchester  ol  date  l)ec.  I  S,  17<)5,"  |o  ]|is 
l^xcellenc)'  Sir  Ilenr\    Moore.  Haroiu  t,  C  ai)tain-(  ic  iieral ,  (iov- 
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crnor  and  Coiiiniaiulci -in-C'hicf,  in  .md  over  the  lVo\  ince  oi  New 
York,  and  territories  depending  thereon  in  America,"  they  write 
that  : 

"  There  is  Seven  I\amahes  in  Draper  and  Divers  more  Cleared 
^  Inipro\ed  their  Lands.  "  How  nian\  inhahitanls  these  se\'en 
families  representeil.  ue  pruhabl)  shall  nc\n  know. 

h'.arl\  in  ihc  \  ear  i  77  I ,  an  i  numeraliun  t)l  iIk  ndiahitants  of 
L  umhcrland  County  was  made  under  the  directivMi  ol  Maj.  Dan- 
ic'l  \\'hipi)le  of  Hrattleboro,  Ili^di  Sheriff  of  said  Count)'.  The 
Len>u>  i»t  W'ihuin^ton  was  taken  and  relumed  \)y  1  homas  Cutler 
ot  (iuiltoitl.  l)cpul\-  .Sheritl.  in  Apiil  1771.  and  was  as  loilows: 


Males  uniler  l())'ears   l() 

Males  16  and  under  60   19 

Males  Ckd  ami  upwards   5 

hVniales  under  16   17 

I'emales  i(»  aiul  ui)wards   14 

Blacks   O 

lotal   71 


1  here  is  no  record  evidence  th.it  a  further  census  was  taken 
until  1791,  hut  on  the  7th  da)  of  Auj^ust,  177S,  a  \'ote  was 
taken  on  the  question  of  adhering;  to  the  new  and  independent 
State  as  set  forth  in  the  declaration  (»f  the  con\enlii>n  assembled 
at  Westminster  the  >  ear  prev  ious,  or  conceding  the  jui  isilic  tion 
i>t  the  State  ol  \'oik  over  them,  .ind   tin-  \-ole  >lood  as 


follow  s  : 

l'^»r  \'ermont     15 

l  or  Xeu   \'ork   12 

Neuter-   S 


'    o 

According;  to  this  \*)te,  assuming  the  rate  of  j)opulation  to  ^ 
the  heails  u(  families  to  be  the  same  as  \n  1771.  tlie  town  at 
lltat  time  must  have  had  a  population  of  .it  k.isl  1  50,  and  from 
that  t(>  175.  The  jjopulation  of  the  town  -.ince  then,  and  com- 
mencing with  the  next  enumeration,  has  been  as  follows:  In 
1791.645;    in  iSoo,  1011;   in  iSio,  1193;   in  1S20.  1369;  in 
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1S30,  I  3<')7  ;  in  11X40,  1269;  in  1850.  i  ;  in  i^Ou,  1424;  in 
1S70,  1246;  ill  iSSo.  1130;  in  1 890.  lO'^S.  Tlu'  ;ii)i)an-iil  in- 
crease fitun  1S50  to  I  S60  is  accounti  il  tt»r  tlii-  aniu  \.ilit >n  i>l 
a  |)»»rti(>n  <»f  Suiiicrscl  to  tlu-  town  in  1S5S.  an«l  whiih  was 
anncxcil  to  I  )o\».  r  prev  ious  to  the  takini;  t»f  the  et  nsus  of  iSjo 
as  has  been  aheadv  sh»>\\  n. 

I.  \i<i  \  >i:  I  1 1. I  KS. 
The  eail\'  pioneers  ol  this  tiwn  must  lia\e  experiem  t  i  1  iuan\' 
ses'ere  haril>hip->.  .md  suHertil  counlli^s  j)ii\ations  whieh  can 
never  he  lolil.  The)'  hveil  in  h>^  lioiises,  and  treeteil  teinj)oiar\ 
shelter  for  their  slock,  which  wire  suhjci  t  to  the  ia\ai;es  o(  wiKI 
beasts,  ami  wen-  l>nt  jxxm'  ap<»lo^ies  lor  haiiis  (liiriiv^  tlu  Ioiil; 
colli  winters  which  O'llowed.  Hut  iIk  \  were  men  .iml  wouim 
of  stron|4  c» nistitulioiis,  j)»)ssessed  ol  .1  ileteiiniiuil  iron  will,  lor 
uh(»ni  toil  and  4)ri\ atioii  onl)'  served  to  c.ill  I'M  th  Lunate  r  c  Horl  > 
on  their  part  to  ni.iki-  their  homes  eomtorl able,  .md  to  leave  ti» 
their  poslerit)'  an  example  of  prudent  thrill,  stcilin;.;  inti  Lirilv  , 
manlv  intelligence,  ami  christian  foititiMK-. 

"  (  )\\  did  the  harvi  st  to  tlu  ir  sirUh-  v  ield. 

Uu  ir  furrow  oft  tlu-  stuhhoin  .^lehe  has  hioUe; 

Now   jocund  did  the)'  drive  tlu  ir  team  alieUi  ! 

llow  l)»>w\lthe  vvootls  beiUMth  their  sturd)'  stroke!" 
As  a  «;emral  thin;;,  the)'  came  from  Massachusetts  aiul  C"on- 
neclicut,  sin^l)- and  alone,  or  accomjianii  il  hv  their  little  fuiiili(.-^. 
making  their  wa)'  through  forest  and  slream,  overcoming  vast 
ililficulties,  on  foot  or  on  horseback,  and  in  sonu-  instances  with 
oxen  and  wai^on  laden  with  tlu  ir  household  ^'oods  .md  eaitlilv 
possessions,  into  pi. ices  iU)W  so  pleaN.mt  .m  l  famili.ir  to  v  ou.  bui 
then  a  dark  ami  <j;loom)-  wilderness.  We  can  never  fully  realize 
the  importance  of  the  stej)  the)'  took,  nor  the  immensity  of  the 
iKbl  ol  ^ratituile.  we.  unto  this  il.i\',  owe  unt(j  them.  It  w.is  the 
spirit  of  true  m.mhood.  independence,  lo)'.ill)-  .md  love  that 
prompted  them  to  leave  their  comfortable  homes  and  cr^'cl  new- 
ones  for  themselves  and  their  posterit)  .  Some  of  those  \'or\'  mi  ii 
of  w  hom  1  am  now  sj)eakinL;,  lulp*  foi-t,rc  the  irons,  assi>-teil  111 
its  construction  antl  were  present  at  the  launching  of  our  ^ood 
old  ship  "Vermont."    The)   heroically  resisted  the  claims  ol 
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New  V'ork  to  jiiriscli6\ii>n  t)v»  r  llic  territory  once  known  ;is  the 
Neu  Ilainpsliire  (irants,  .uul  i)coi)lc  ;  anil  dminj^  llic  same 
period  ijave  their  strenL;tlj  aiKl  nKan^  lowanU  llie  c^lablislnnent 
ol  Anieiican  intlej )l lulence  ami  si  ciiiinLi  llu-  ol)M.r\ancc  of  lliis 
da\  llir« )iii;ln)Ul  »iiir  hru.ul  doinanj.  as  llic  dav  »»!  unixcrsal 
jubilee. 

1  lia\e  been  un.ible  t»)  .iseertaiii  who  the  s^a  en  utre  that  eoiu- 
poseil  the  "heads  i»f  fanialies  "  al  the  enunuialion  ol  hr.iper 
made-  in  I  )eceniber.  I  / (>S  liefore  inentionetl.  n«»i  am  1  able  to 
inloi  in  \  on  u  lio  was  the  first  pioneer  sellk  r.  oi  vs  hen  t>r  lioni 
w  hi  re  he  caine. 

I  honias  C.utlcr  in  his  report  »»!"  the  eniMneratit>n  of  the  iidiab- 
itants  of  Wihninj^ton.  niatle  in  .April,  1771.  .sa\'s  there  weie 
fourteen  "  I  leads  of  families,  "  and  i(i\es  tluir  names  as  follows  : 
Leonard  Ma\o.  Mieah  (iiillilh.  SamiKl  l)aib).  I'.lijah  AUord. 
I'.benezer  l)a\is.  John  Davis,  Asa  l)a\i>,  Joseph  MarUs.John 
|)a\is  Jinl.  riiomas  Crow  foot.  Jonathan  l\»t;.;ers,  Nathan  l)a\is. 
|)a\id  l)a\is,  ami  /ei)l)aniaii  Swift.  it  would  seem  thai  C 
m an  Sw  ilt  ou^ht  also  to  ha\  c-  been  c  lassed  ni  the  li^l  ot  "  1  leads  of 
finiilies,"  for  lie  was  then  a  married  man.  ami  the  reeoids  show 
that  his  son  /ephaniah  w.i.s  born  Januar\  Ju.  1771.  which  dale 
Wiis  prior  to  llu-  enumeration  bt  in«^  made.  It  is  also  ipiite  cei  tain 
that  Caleb  AKord.  John  M.irks,  Jesse  (iriftilh.  Josi.di  iJavrs. 
John  DaviN.  Jr,  Joseph  Ihlhn^s,  Samuel  1  )a\ is  and  Joseph  (irit- 
fith  well*  livin;^  here  pre\'i(»us  to  tin-  t  ikini;  ol  this  census,  for  I 
fiml  their  n.mu  s  .itt.iehed  to  om;  01  the-  <.llii  ro|  i w  o  pelilic  »ns 
publisheil  in  the"  1  A)Cinnentar>-  llistor\'  of  New  \'ork,  '  the  fust 
under  ilate  of  November  l.  177*.).  "  l  o  the  Kin^^'s  most  l^xcel- 
lent  Majest)',"  ami  the  secoml  of  date  Dec.  1  770,  addressed 
ti>  the  doxeriKM"  of  the  Province  of  Ne\\  \'ork.  ^c,  as  herein 
before  staled.  l  iial  thev  were  all  men  of  voting  a^e  is  cjuile 
probable,  and  it  is  also  probable  that  nearl)-  all,  if  not  all,  of 
them  were  here  in  1771.  I'rom  what  place  an)'  ot  the  .above  emi- 
grated. I  hav  e  no  know  Icd'^e,  except  as  to  the  Sw  ifts  and  Abord's 
— the)'  came  from  Mansfield.  (  lani..  and  ^  «  ath  1  ladle)  .  M.iss.. 
respei51:iv  el)  . 

The  last  will  ami  testament  of  /e]jh.iniah  Swift  is  the  fust 
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recortlcd  in  the  Probate  Rec«)r(ls  of  this  Distric!^.  lie  was  quite 
an  cxtcnsi\e  huul  Duncr,  fur  in  adthlion  to  laiuls  in  Lebanon. 
Ct.,  ami  his  lioniesteail  here,  lie  also  tlispose-.  1)\'  his  saitl  will, 
ci'^ht  huiuheil  .leres  of  wihl  laml  in  \\'ilniini;ton.  The  will  is 
dated  April  13,  1778,  is  witnessed  b)'  Ste|)hen  l'\)rbes,  Samuel 
\'Ay,  Adnah  liaii'^s  and  Theotlore  h'orbes,  and  was  proljated  J  ul) 
10,  17S1. 

I'liinehas  Smith  (the  ^reat-^randfather  oi  Rev.  ( )ri^en  Smith) 
purciiasetl  of  Zephaniah  Swift  Marcli  S,  1771,  for  the  expresseil 
consideration  of "  tweU  e  shillin«^^s  l.iw  ful  mone\  ol  New  l\ni;land." 
t\M)  hundred  .icres  t)f  laiul  in  town.antl  \^ith  his  son  Med. id 
Smith,  at  once  mo\eil  thereon.  TIr)- came  from  South  1  laille\  , 
Mass.,  and  of  course  were  amon^  the  tarl)  settlers  ol  the  town. 
I  find  it  recorded  amon^  the  p.ipers  of  the  Re\ .  (  )ri«j^en  Smith, 
now  in  the  |>ossc.ssion  of  his  son  Iren.eus  .Snnth  of  lii  attU  boi  ( 
that,  "  The  first  pi^  that  IMiineha.s  and  his  son  Medad  raised, 
when  nearly  fat  for  the  slau^litcr,  was  killed  by  a  l)ear.  1  he 
next  morning  the  l)ear  was  shot,  so  the)'  had  j)i«^  and  bear  meal 
to  eat." 

Capt.  Isaac  Wheeler  was  one  of  the  earl)'  pioneers  to  conie 
here  ;  he  Am^ht  in  the  I^attlc  of  liennini^ton,  and  other  battles 
of  the  Revolntionar)'  war.  Sept.  l7S2.he  conmiandetl  a  corn- 
pan)  of  lort)  -si.\  men.  that  composed  a  \)ai{  of  thi'  militar)'  force 
called  out  to  assist  in  the  arrest  of  COl.  I  imolh\-  Phelps  of 
Marlborough,  an  aLlherent  of  the  State  ol  New  \'ork,  and  who 
had  but  recently  accepted  the  office  of  Hi^h  Sheriff  for  C  umber- 
land Count)  ,  under  the  pretended  authoril)'  of  New  York.  It 
is  rt'laleil  that  on  that  occasion  "as  luhan  Allen  approached 
him,  Phelps  in  a  louil  voice  announced  himself  as  the  IIi;4h 
Sheriff  of  Cumberland  Count)',  bade  Allen  about  his  busi- 
ness, denounced  his  condu6l  and  that  of  his  men  as  riotous,  and 
ordered  the  military  to  disperse.  With  his  usual  roughness 
Allen  knocked  the  hat  from  the  head  of  the  doughty  sljeri ff, 

ordered  his  .ittendents  U)  take  the  d  d  rascal  off,  a!id  ^allopeil 

away  to  superintend  the  operations  other  portions  of  his 
forces."  Capt.  Wheeler  also  commanded  a  company  of  thirty- 
two  men  from  this  tow  n  during  the  little  rebellion  of  the  "  York 
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place  on  tlic  2 1  st  w  hen  Sli  l;!.  i'  isk  ol  t>iu  i  I  lii.  nui  iliern  idui- 
p.mii. was  w  iKMuk'.l  aiul  dictl  a  lew  (la\  allei .  1  lu  nexl  ila\ 
(  ul.  I'.iImi)  Allen  an  ixeJ  iHnu  lu  nnini^lcn  willi  l  enifoi  eenienls, 
wlieicupon  the  \'«»iKeis  all  eseapeil  inlt.  .\la-s.ieliU..ells  ;  ihe 
lr»)ops  w ere  lli^l)an(lell  and  returned  li(»nie  uie  next  da)  .  and  thus 
enili  d  .ill  lurlher  open  and  arnu  d  ( (ppi •  it ii mi  o  ilie  duly  c  nn- 
>lilnlctl  .lulluuilicN  ol  \'crnionl. 

!l  is  n»»l  possible  to  name  all  of  iheearl)'  lalher.^  01  ilie  tow  n, 
wlioeanie  aiul  Itie.ileil  In-re  pie\ioiis  lo  ihe  year  I  M».a)  or  v 1  \ 
soiin  liierealler.  Anion;.;  lli«  »>>e  not  alreadv  nienln>ned  wertCapt. 
Je>se  Swill.  I'ere/  Swill,  and  Ko^er  ilneliard  .•!  .\lan>.ht  lil.  C.oiui.  , 
Calvin  l^ill  and  ldi->lia  liill  of  I.ehanon,  I  onn.  .  Amos  j-ox  and 
llionias  l'\)X  ol"  W  eallu  rslielil.  C  onn.  .  judali  Moore  ol  Talnu  r. 
Mass.;  l)ann  l  (  uIIuil;.  Ahialiani  1  la\ ne^  and  Jon.is  I  la\ nes  o| 
Sudhin  >  .  Mass.  ;  Isaac  Milkr  o|  \\\  annn -u  r.  Mass  .  ()li\ir 
MtMj^an  an«l  Kenhen  M«)r^an  ol  Sjirni^dieUI.  Mass.  .  Ki  uhi  n 
I  la\  nes  tif  ( lartlner.  .Mass.  ;  William  li  iskell  ol  I  lar\ ard,  Mass.  , 
l)a\id  l)ickinson  »»r  Ueerheld,  Mass.,  William  l\a\ .  Uenjamin 
l\a\  .  (iill)crt  l\a\  ,  Moses  Hnck.  Jt)hn  IWu  k,  .\!)r  di  im  Ho\  (l, 
Uoluit  l{o\il,  Jonathan  Lamh.  l.li  Caoshy.  l)amel  l.ivermt»re. 
I'.ilmuiul  I  .i\ermt)ie.  Jesse  CdoK.  Joseph  (  o».K.  Uolu  rl  ( OtiU, 
rimi»lh)'  C  astle.  C  aleh  Baldwin,  Silas  AxU  ll.  John  Kui;.^;,  Moses 
^^"titi' Moore,  Samuel  lUiell,  J<»nah  l.inci»ln.  h.li  Waste. 
James  l^'lai^^,  Josiah  I'^laj^;^,  Henjamin  llisni  s,  J..ii  illi  in  1  las- 
kins,  I  "hesUr  lluhbaiil.  (  liles  I'ariiKlei-.  |o~m1i  Sleiiiis.  l)a\id 
Wiiislow.  Silas  I'ellee.  .\sa  llaven.  John  rKrci\  John  (lihhs, 
.Samuel  Mur<lt»ck.  Idihu  i>a.scoml).  l-.lea/ei  (  MKulman.  luvaleel 
W  asie.  W  iMiam  Melleii.  I'dijah  l^aslon.  Idijah  how  ker.  Luther 
Lathiop.  (iill)tri  I'.innelee,  Saniuil  IhoinpMtn,  James  Wan-. 
-Anthon)'  Slelson,  I  )i .  Stth  ruiiur.  I)i.  Jenini.ih  I'ainielei-.  I)r. 
Lemuel  l*itch,  (  )/.i.is  l)ix.('ol.  William  W  illiams.  .Samuel  Id)  . 
Jonas  W  heeler  .md  man)  ollu-rs. 

Idle  town  of  llartlwick,  .\Liss.  (the  home  ol  ni)  earl\'  ances- 
tors) furnished  to  ihi.s  town  a  consider. il»le  numher  ol  its  earl\ 
settlers  .iiul  from  those  loins  si)ran^^  man)  desn  iid.mls  w  ho  ha\e 
li\ed  .and  die<l  here  .  <ind  .ire  still  with  us  i(.d.i\ 
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Skpluii  P'oihcs  ino\cil  liom  lir< >« >lvfKltI  l«)  Il.irdwick  .ilxmt 
•  75-|.  \  «>liili<ni;u'\    sol  lici  ,  .mil  cimk  In  lliis  luw  ii  r 

V  ious  In  April,   i/","'"^.  « xlt l'"«»il)'.  s,  s^n  •>!  SK'pIicii,  \\;is 

l)t)in  \)cc.  2is{,  175^).  aihl  miM\c.l  l--  W  iliniiv_;l< >n  willi  In- 
l.itlRr.     The  !:isl  nimctl  tin-  r.illur  *<!  Laiucv    1" ( >il>(.->  nl 

.his  It i\\  n.  w !)«»  was  horn  AuLi.  3,  17S1.  .mJ  died  Imu'  27.  iS()_v 

rin»m;is  I  laskulh  l)orn  Jan.  2J,  <'i         is  -  lid  t<.  haxi- 

rrnii>\L-tl  h-MU  llar.lwulv  l.»  tin's  t<.\\ii  ah. ml  17;  -  Ih  had 
SL\cral  chilthcii,  all  ol  whom  uirc  h«»rn  j)re\i<)U>  l«»  I73'> 
Andrew  ILisl:c-||,  the  )oiini;cst  t  iiilil.  was  hapli/tcl  iji  Ihirdwit  k 
April  10.  I  757.  aiul  caini- t«>  W'ihniijL  lon  w  ill)  hi^  father.  I  honi  i^ 
i.  said  li)  ha\rsLilK\l  on  tlu-  farm  n<>\\  own.-d  hy  l)a\'d  IViII'Mi. 
An(h i  w  was  the  lather  « »f  I  lir.ini,  who  foi im  rU"  live* I  on  the  la rni 
jnsl  across  the  \  Hrid-e"  on  thi-  I  )o\rr  ii»ad  ;  and  d-<»  ol  .\ii 
ri-w  .  Jr..  w  ho  lu  1(1  on  the  larm  nou  01  enpii-d  h\   I )  inidl  Mnlhin  \ 

Stephen  I'osier  oi"  llardwiek.  horn  Jan.  ?0,  1743  or  I7.|.^ 
married  llann.di.  dm^hter  of  Ihomas  M  ,.he!l,  M.ireli  K|.  1703. 
and  renu)\ed  lo  \\'ihninL;t< »n  .it  an  i  arl\  da\  The  eonrl  records 
«>l  this  C  Munt\  diow  lh.it  loi  ilu- \  i-.ir  I  7S' 17S1.  i7S:?aiul  17-^^ 
lie  was  licensed  lo  keep  a  tavern  in  thi^  tt)\\n. 

Adn.di  Han^s  reniovi-d  fn»m  llardwick  to  \\  ilnnnL;ion  j)it  \;oMs 
to  177S,  and  was  for  man)-  \e.irs  a  liiv  iised  ta\ern  keeper  m 
t«»wn.  IIi>  d  tn;.;lu»  r  hamui-  m.irrii  d  \niM.  Ih'unis  1 )»  t..  jj. 
'77^^'  '*>'  ^vh«»n»  he  h.iil  lilteen  chilihxn.  anion-  them  was  a  -mi 
Nathaniel  I  homas  !>» nn  in  I'ehrii.u)  i773.  .indoni  nanu-d  AkK  d 
hoin  .Siplemh^r  J4.  179V  Nathaniel  siihsecpK-nt ly  hecame  a 
resident  ol  this  i»»wn  and  died  here 

Israel  I. aw  ton  «il  li.irdwick  m.irruvl  l<.i  his -^^•cond  wile  |)oll\ 
Mdliiii^s  An-usl  20,  17S4,  and  removeil  to  this  town,  when-  were 
hoi  n  his  chiKln  n.  ih*.  two  \  onni^est  heini;  Isiael.  who  was  l)(»rn 
hVbrnary  10,  179S.  and  Janus.  horn  November  30.  I79<^.  lb- 
was  a  Sei'i^eant  in  (»ne  of  llu  llardwick  companies  in  the  l\e\o 
bitionar)  war.  lie  was  a  membi  1  ol  the  Vermont  1  A^islalui a- 
in  iSoi  .iiul  I  S(jj  ;  he  w.is  j>romiiunt  in  (own  alkiirs.  favorini; 
all  improx  ements.  and  h.id  to  d<>  widi  1  lu-  seltlenunt  oi  nian\ 
estates.  ills  wife  Doll)'  diiil  l  ebriiai\  1  J.  iSiC).  .mil  he  died 
Septi  inber  J<),  1  S44. 
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Jonalli. in  C  hillis  u .is  jjorn  in  I  laitlw  icl..  (  )>.  l«»l»c  i  _'4,  i  7 50,  ami 
was  .1  soitlicr  (if  llic        oliiliun.     IK-  rciuwMil  liuin  liaiiluiik 
l<'  this  town  at  an  cail\    tla)    anil  sillKil  ii|i.in  ihc  laiin  now 
<i\MUil  aiul  DCLiipicil  l)\    l''rancis  K.  Sinilli.  win n   he  iluil  Jitl\ 
^1.  iSitj.     Durin;^  his  occiipaiic)-  i*!  iIk-  larni.  he  -^cl  ilu  ihn 
lii  Ts.  now  i^iDwn  to  >ik1i  stale!)' propoi  lions,  ami  w  hi«  h  braulil) 
ami  adoin  iIk-  j)laer.     Ih    heir  hroii^ht   iij)  a   Iul;*.  1  innl\  ol 
»  hihh  c  n.  \  i/.  :  Helse\  ,  Jairiis,  C  laris.s.i,  Jun.ilhan.  I  'l  eenian.  Ailnah 
nan;.;>  ami  William.     Mrs.  C.  T.  .\lvoiil  ami  ,\.  I.)nian  C  hihls 
an-  ihi  onl\"  ones  of  ihe  Iniii;   line  «•!   niinieious  destemlanls  of 
h'tialhan  C  iiihU  whoai*'  Lll  heic  in  l«|\vn      1  he  liile  ol  enii^ia- 
lioii  ami  tlu-  i  c  slless  spirit  w  ith  u  hich  our  >  <»nn;4  men  and  w  omen 
are  imhmHl,  ha\c  carried  them  away  hoin  iheir  n  ili\e  luath  into 
dillere'.il  j)arts  of  llie  counlr\       Ihis  is  aU««tiiK-or  m.iii)'  olhers 
•  .I  the  lari^f  lamilies  iif  these  c.irl)   pioiui  is. 

(  i|)l.  josiah  I.oila-  wa-'  I'iisl  I  .iiuten.mt  in  t.MniMnN  ul 
llirdwiik  "minute  men."  wh»»  repoiled  .it  (  amhiid-^e  lor  diil\ 
immediately  iij>on  i\  ceipl  of  llu-  inlelli;^eiKe  «•!  the  hatde  ol 
1 .1  \in;4t«>n.  lie  was  c»  »mmissioiied  a  (aptain  Ma\  i77<^). 
and  .\dnah  H:in;^s.  I'phraim  Titiis  and  Jon.iiiian  liasiini'.s  were 
memhers  ol  his  company  1  le  eame  to  \\'ilminL;ii m  ahont  1779. 
was  its  representative  in  the  lieneial  .\s^eml)l\  in  I7«*^-'  and  17S3. 
was  commissioned  a  Justici-  of  the  iVact  in  1 7S.S,  and  linall)' 
remoxeil  to  Litchfield.  N.  \ .,  where  he  died  ,\pril  iS,  iSic).  ai^ed 
>.|)iirs.  His  widow  died  .it  the  s.mu  jtlaie  April  Jl.  I  <S  ^(^. 
a;.;i-d  10;^  )  i-ars,  5  months  and  7  d.i\ s,  ha\ in.;  had  i  i;;ht  i  hildn  n. 
si\l\  -se\en  ^r.uidchihlren,  one  himdreil  .md  loi  t\'  sev  en  L;reat- 
i^r.mdehildi  en  .md  thirt)'-twi»  <•!'  the  ioui  th  '.K  iieration. 

h-nathaii  I  laslini^s  of  llardwicU  w.is  h.  .in  (  )rlohc  r  J^.  173-. 
and  w.is  a  Rovoliilionare  soldier.  lie  alteiwards  became  in- 
\i>l\ed  in  tlu- "  Sli.i)  *s  I nsiirreclion."  an«l  lli  d  t<.  V'l  i  niont.  sellliiiL; 
here  in  I7''^7,  and  dii-d  here-  (  )i"lol)ei  iSj.2. 

W.ilson  I'Veeman  was  horn  in  I  iardw  ic  k .  (  )rtoln-r  25.  17^4 
He  W.IS  .1  soldier  in  the  i»l«l  I'reiich  war.  and  was  en|4.iL;( d  in  ihi 
Crown  Toint  I''.\pt:ilition  hom  ."^11)11  niher  jo,  t(»  Decemhei  5. 
I75r),  .md  W.IS  afterwards  a  soldier  ot  the  Kevolution.  A  record 
1)1  tore  nu  s,-i\-s  th.it  Mr.  h'leein  in  and   his  wife  w\re  disinissrd 
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from  the  climcli  in  ll.irdu  Kh  t.>  llu-  clniK  li  111  \\'ilininL;tun.  \'l  , 
Jul)  24,  17^55.  It  is  i|uilc  |>ri)h.il)li- ih.il  lie  rciu()\ ccl  lici c  prc\'U)ii> 
to  that  time,  ami  afterwanls  sem  h.u  k  lor  letters  of  ilisinissitni 
He  had  eii^ht  chilthen.  \  i/ :  Aljiheii^,  horn  Nowinbei"  J3,  i;<v  . 
John,  August  10,1769;  I'.lijah.  (  >i  lohir  7.  1770;  Walton.  May 
J.  1772;  Mercy,  March  14.  1774,  Ahii;.iil,  March  S,  17/7; 
l^ilmuiul.  ba|)tizeil  Jul)'  11,  1779;  l*ainice.  hapti/.eil  l\  hiuar\  :.\. 
17SJ  SoMU"  here  presiiit  will  at  once  rec»)^ni/i-  which  ol  lli* 
ahuve  naineil  sons  was  the  lather  of  Mr'>.  Kracl  I.awloii.  Jr  .  and 
ol  the  Watson  Freeman  w  ho  emii'jated  iVoni  i his  i» iw  n  t< >  lllillt'l^ 
some  thirt)'  otkl  )ears  a^o.  an*4  now   resides  there. 

Sanuu  1  Hi  itl^e  was  horn  in  I  iardw  u  k .  Januar\^>,  17^5,  was 
a  soklier  in  the  oUl  l"'rench  wai.  .md  marched  with  a  comj)an\ 
from  that  t<»wn  to  the  relief  ol  l'\»rl  W  illiam   llcmw  Aui-n^t 
1737.     Ik  lemoMnl  to  W'ilmiiv^lon  alM.nl  I77«;,  ^\lu  i(   he  li\c  I 
nnld  hi>  death 

I*4)hrami  ritu>  of  llardwit  h  mari  ied  I  lannah  (."ohh.  hci  i  iulx  i 
20,  1770,  and  remt)\ed  to  \\'ilnnni;t< >n  at  an  e.irl\  day.  Ih 
was  aUo  .1  l\e\  o|ntionar\'  soldn  1 

Jediiliah  Hasselt  uf  liardwuk  mariicd  Martha  Hilhn-j.^  A 11;  .ii^l 
26.  I7<S7.  Martha  was  a  Nister  ».!  I)t>ll\',  who  njairicd  kaarl 
I^iw'toii.  lie  was  a  memhi-r  t.f  a  ll.irdwick  compaii)  c  .ni 
manded  1)\  (  apt.  Samue  l  liillin^s.  Ji .,  and  marclu  tl  to  (  auihrul;./ 
soon  after  the  recei|)t  (»f  the  new^  »»f  llic-  Uatlle  of  1  A'.\inL;loii 
It  is  not  known  how  earl)'  he  renU'U-d  t<»  \\  ilinini^lon,  hut  prol> 
ahl)  ahoul  17S0  or  thereabouts 

Jonathan  Witt,  and  si  veral  others,  no  doubt,  came  heic-  honi 
llardwic  k  at  an  earl)'  ila)'.  who>e  uanii I  ha\i-  not  been  .ibN  t(. 
tliscover.  1  hose  I  have  L;i\en  were  taken  honi  the  histoi)  ol 
that  town  which  1  obtained  whiU-  atti-ndin^^  a  celebrali<»n  ol  the 
one  hundred  and  filtielh  auni\ <  i  sa r\'  ol  its  orL;ani/ation  in  ()cl(»- 
ber,  1SS3.  It  was  while  1  was  tracing  out  ni)'  own  .mcolry  that 
I  stumbled  upon  that  ])ortion.  the  substance  of  which  1  have 
written  as  above,  showini;  to  what  .m  extent  tlu-  N'^unj.;  men 
and  women  of  Hardwic  k  lulpi-d  11.  du-  Wilmin^l»>n  what  it  has 
been  and  n<nv  is.  I  trust  that  the  descendants  of  other.-,  whose 
names  are  not  here  mentioned,  will  ntjt  consider  ni)  failure  to  do 
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^•>  .IS  an  intciUiniial  sli|j;lu  ;  it  is  only  l)>  ii-.isoii  of  lack  ut  ilala 
that  iIk)-  arc  omittcil. 

Il  has  been  claimeil  llial  Abialiain  l>u\il  was  one  of  ti\c  \\vs{ 
sellli  TS  uf  ihc  tow  n.  l)iil  1  ilu  iiul  ihiiik  it  l  anhi-  w  riticJ.  W  liat 
iLinril  L\ itlcncc  I  lia\c  been  .ible  Id  thseovei  is  .i^aiiist  it.  1  h> 
name  does  not  appear  asanion^  the  fourtem  *'  heads  ol  laniilies,  " 
in  the  enumeration  ol  April,  1771,  nor  up»»n  an\  thi-  petitions 
l)etoie  nieiitioneil.  Neither  does  his  name  appear  amoiii;  those 
made  mention  of  in  tlie  meetings  ol  the  pio|jr!elois  under  tlu 
tiitirter,  or  the  earl)-  nieetiiVj^is  i)\  tlie  l».\\n.  No  tioubt  Ik  was 
here  previous  to  1771^.  It>r  in  the  reeonl  »>l  a  ileeil  liom  C"ol. 
W  illiam  Williams  to  him  lialed  March  o.  1779,  he  is  ilesci  ibvd 
.is  ol  Wilmington,  and  this  is  the  first  tiiiu  his  nanu-  a|)peais 
iipMli  the  record. 

-Samuel  l'.l\'  w  as  considerable  »>1  a  ch.u ai  tei .  and  liL^un-d  sonu  - 
whal  conspicutnisl)  ilurin^  hi.s  briel  residence  m  toxMi.  I  Ic  w.is 
a  nati\e  of  I .)'me.  Conn  ,  but  came  here  liom  l  onwaw  Mass.. 
earl)  in  the  )iar  1777  lie  was  a  preacher,  and  .March  ^  '777. 
/epliamah  Swilt  con\e)'ed  to  said  j-.l)  a  lia^l  «»l  oik:  hundred 
acres  ol"  laiul  situate  in  the  center  1)1'  the  town,  and  bouiuleil  on 
the  east  b)'  lands  t>f  iJr.  Seth  Turner;  ni>rth  b)-  lands  ol  the  two 
(  ooks,  and  south  upi»n  l.iiids  ol  one  Allen  and  the  lu  avei  Bi(»ok 

I  he  con\e)  ance  was  made,  (and   1    cpioti-   the   laiiL^uai^i-  ol  il.) 

■  I'or  and  in  consideration  ot  the  '^;reat  <inil  ^ood  desii;n  (jI  en- 
couraL;in^^  the  sellini;  ol"  tlu  L;«)spel  ;  ami  lor  tlu:  lull  encoura-j^^e- 
iiK  iit  ol  the  saiiK  .  1  d(.  w  ith  a  liee  mind  maki  and  L;i\e  unto 
Samuel  I'd)-  freely  for  his  cnci^ura^ement  to  siiiK  with  iis.  etc.  ' 

1  he  lollowin*^  condition  is  .iltacheil.  \  1/ :  "  that  the  ;4ranl(.-e  shall 
alK»w  one  .icre  and  a  half  of  laiul  for  a  Meeting;  I  lousi-  and 
.md  Hur\-ini;  IMacc."  (Jiier)  ?  Whether  the  '  Hur)!!!-^  Place' 
reserved  is  the  one  near  the  Stephen  A\eiell  j)l.ice.  ll.ill.  in  his 
"llist(»r)'  of  I'Lastern  Vermont,"  sas's  of  him  lh.it.  he  was  "a 
hold,  but  rash  and  impetuous  man.  he  had  sc  i\ed  in  the  Battle 
t»l  lUnnini^ton  as  a  \olunteer.  .md  beiiiL;  coiiiu*  led  with  no  c<»m- 
paii)  or  reL^iment,  had  fought  w  ithout  the  .ulv  ice  or  ilirection  ol 
.111)-  person.  '  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  he  may  lia\  e  been  the 
\ery  person  whom  1  hompson  in  his  description  ot  the  Battle  ol 
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licnniiij^tuii.  as  ^iwn  in  liis  sIdi)-  uf  "  The  K.'mi;ci  's  or  Tory's 
n.iu^htcr,"  has  described  under  ihe  n  iiiie  t)f  "  i*athcr  llerriol" 
as  j)ra}in^'  and  fij^htin^  on  liis  own  h»>i'k.  lie  upresenls  l'\ither 
Ilerriot  as  bein^  woumled  .ind  d\  ini;  tlie  next  da)',  uhieli  ol 
Course  \Vii>.  udI  llie  ca>e  \\  \{\\  \'.\y.  llutuipson  ui.i)  lia\e  d^ne 
that  nuich  in  i>rcU  r  t*)  make  his  ^tor)•  nu»re  ti»uchin^  .uul  ujter- 
estin^  t«»  the  reader.  It  uouKl  seem  that  his  rash  ami  reckless 
disposition  led  him  into  trouble  of  a  ^eri()us  nature  tor  those 
times,  for  he  was  arrested,  about  the  tiuu  that  C"ol.  l  imotlu 
Phelps  was  eaptureil,  for  conduct  inimical  to  the  State  of  W  i - 
mont.  At  a  sj)ecial  session  of  tiie  Superior  C  ourl  con\ened  at 
Marlboro  I'ueNil.i)' the  1  7th  of  September.  17SJ,  \Wy  wasbiou^ht 
to  trial  upon  a  presentment  of  tlic  State's  Attorne)- t)f  the  Count)  , 
char^in^  that,  tlic  prisoiur  "ni»t  having;  the  fear  of  (iod  beiore 
his  eyes,  but  bein^  movetl  and  seduceil  b)'  the  instij^ation  of  the 
HeAil  ;  and  little  reL;.irihn^Mhe  law  ^  ol  this  Stale,  or  the  penalties 
in  the  same  conl.iinctl  ;  and  bi  in^  a  pernicious  and  seditious  man, 
.md  a  person  of  ilepravcd.  impious  and  ilistpiiet  mind,  and  ol  a 
sethtious  ilisposition  and  conversation  ;  and  contrivin;^,  practic- 
ing,and  falsci)  ,  maliciou.sl)'.  turbuK  ntl)  and  seditiously  inteutlin^ 
the  jK'acc  ami  common  tr.impnlil)'  of  the  freemen  of  the  State 
of  Wrnh)nt  to  distjuiet,  m(»lest  and  di->lurb;  and  to  brin;^  his 
ICxcellenc)'.  Thomas  ( "hitt*  iiden,  I'.scj  ,  ( erm>r  of  said  Stale, 
the  I  lonorable  Council  and  1  louse  of  l\epi-esentati\es  (bein<^  the 
general  Supreme  Court  of  justice  in  tlu-  aforesaid  State  (>\  \\i 
mont.)  and  tlie  proceedings  of  the  same  into  j^reat  hatred, 
contempt  cuul  scandal  with  all  the  t;o<.d  and  faithful  subjects  of 
this  State  ;  ami  the  magistrates,  judj^es  and  justices  within  said 
State,  and  the  generals,  C(donels,  caj)tains  and  other  military 
officers  of  this  State  to  scandah'zc,  villify  and  brin^  into  con- 
tempt, and  b)-  these  unworth)'  motives  beiuL;  iuHuenced,  <ind  in 
order  his  most  wicked  contri\ ances,  practices  and  intentions 
aforesaid  to  comj)lete,  iMjrfect  and  render  effectual,  did  on  the 
luth  day  of  July,  A.  1).,  I7<S2,  and  it  divers  other  times  at  \\  il 
minj^ton  aforesaid,  say,  assert,  aftirm,  .md  prt)noiuice,  and  with  a 
loud  V(jice  did  declare  these  false,  malicious,  seditious  and  oi)pro- 
brious,  I'ai^lish  words  foilowini^,  that  is  to  say,  '  The  State  of 
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Wrinoiit  is  a  daninccl  state,  aiul  the  ntSi  for  the  purpose  of  raising 
ten  sliilliiij^s  ujjon  c\er)'  liuiulrcil  .icrcs  ul  land  .1  i  ursed  act, 
anil  tlK)  that  niadi-  it  arc  a  cur>cd  Ijud)  «»!  men.'  And  thai  in 
further  |)roscculion  of  his  inaliLc,  he  diil  tlu-n  ami  there  jjubhcly 
(Icchire  *  that  the  (iciieral  or  Supreme  Louil  afuiesaid  \vcrca 
pack  of  \ilhiins,  ami  that  if  no  otiier  person  wuuld  undeitake  to 
u\erturn  or  destro\-  the  ^o\ernmenl  of  Wrmonl,  he.  tlie  said 
I'dy,  would  do  it,  .md  lie  hatl  ^*)t  tlial  in  hi^  poi  ket  which  would 
o\  ersct  tlieni.'  " 

In  aildititMi  to  these  charges  it  \uisalle|^ed  that  he  did  "  ilamn 
tlu  Stale  ot  Wrmonl  and  all  il>>  oh'icers.  and  did  curse  the  laws 
of  the  same  as  p.is.^cil  b\-  the  Cjcneral  Assembl)  thereof.  ' 

Several  witne.^scs  from  W  ilmington  testified  to  the  truth  of  the 
charges,  ami  the  jui)'  announceil  h)  tlu-  (  <»iirl  lhi<)UL;h  their 
foreman  Jonalh.ui  IJiulerwooil,  also  a  re.siiK  nl  of  W  ilniini;li»n, 
their  tleeision  that  the  prisoner  was  ^uilt)  of  a  breach  «>!  an  act 
of  the  Slate,  eiititletl  '*  An  ac  t  for  the  punishment  of  ilef  im  ilK  m." 
1  he  sentence  ol  the  Ccuirt  was  that  the  said  Samuel  Id)-  be 
taken  to  the  ^uartl  house  in  Marlboro;  thence  on  ihe  m(iin)W 
to  be  ci>n\e)ed  to  the  limits  of  the  State;  to  be  then  bani.^hed 
and  forbidden  U>  return  until  ei;^hteen  months  from  date  should 
ha\e  expiietl,  on  penalls'  of  beiiii^^  imj>ris(ined  the  same  length 
of  time.  Ihis  sentence  was  in  conformit\  with  a  discretion 
\ested  in  the  Court,  by  tlie  law  at  that  time,  to  inmish  tlefamers 
b\'  fine,  inij)risonment,  disfranchisement  ur  banishment.  This 
siiitence  ot  banishment  ua^  dul)-  carried  inl<»  execution.  And 
so  it  may  be  written  down,  whether  with  <m  \vithout  credit,  that 
this  town  furnished  the  subject  with  \shich  the  government  of 
Vermont  was  enabled  to  e.xemplify  their  power  to  enforce  obedi- 
ence to  the  laws  of  the  State  b)-  the  civil  ami  militar)-  aim 
combined. 

Col.  William  Williams  moved  w  ith  his  family  from  Xorthboro, 
Mass.,  and  Settled  in  M.irlboro  in  1769.  Me  Wtis  active  in  the 
early  settlement  of  that  town,  and  it  w.is  throu^di  his  instrumc|^- 
talit)'  that  many  others  were  induced  to  settle  lliere.  lie  came 
to  Wilmington  early  in  1775,  and  was  one  of  the  m«»^i  ])rominent 
characters  identified  with  the  early  history  of  the  town     He  was 
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a  born  Icailcr  n(  men,  aiul  i>t  uh»)ni  nmrc  will  ht  u  riUcn  in 
aih »tht  r  c» tiincciiuii. 

I  OWN  M  II-  ri.\i.>. 

I  he  lir^i  toun  nintin^  (»l  uliii  h  llu  rr  lias  hei  n  a  rLHud 
preserved,  ua^  held  Jaiiuai)'  Kj,  I77«S,  al  liic  house  ol  i.lij.ih 
Al\«»nl.  William  Mcllcn  was  chosen  Moderator,  .mil  il  w.is  then 
.id|oiirnc-il  lit  Jaiuiar)  Jo.  .il  ihe  house  ol  I  apt.  Juhii  (iihhs.  At 
this  meeting  the)'  *'  Voted  to  continue  Mr.C  hapintu  pie.ich  uith 
U-.  "  and  "chose  l^lijah  Alvord.  John  (iihhs  and  Thineas  Smith  a 
connmttei-  to  a'j^ree  with  Mr.  C  liaj)m.'"  t  hose  C  ol.  W  illi. im 
Williams.  C.ipt.  John  ( iihhs,  .md  .\sa  ila\en  a  "  C  Dmnnttee  to 
Regulate.  "  Ciieb  AUonl  appear.s  at  this  meetni'^  .is  1  o\\  n 
C  lerk,  from  uhich  1  mter  lh.it  lown  .\Krtin«^s  had  been  held 
pi  i»»r  to  J.uuiai  \  ,  i  77«S. 

A  secoiul  mettin-^  u.is  heU!  M.'ieh  j.  177.S.  when  i.lij.ih 
Ai\oril  was  cho>tii  .\bnier.ilur  .md  c  .iK  b  Al\«u\l  l»>\\n  C  lerk. 
Also  chtisi-  C'apt.  John  (iibbs.  lown  ln..i>.uii  i  ;  C  apt.  John 
(libbs.  rhine.is  Smith,  S.imuel  .Mimlotk.  h.hliu  H.isiomb  .uul 
Lieut.  I'.le.i/A  r  (i»>odm.m  .1  C  » »mmilt«.  e  ol  S.det\  ;  John  I'len  i  .iiid 
C  .iieb  4\l\ ord.  C  onsl.ibLs  ;  lU  iii.nmn  i\  a\  N.  IU  /..de<.  l  W  .i.-.te. 
I'.hhu  U.isctMnb  .md  I  apt.  (.  hipm.iu  Suim  nois  *>{  lli^h- 

w.iN's.  Is.iai  WhtA  h  r.  (  .ipt.  |ohn  (  iil»lr«  and  (  .ileb  .\l\oivl. 
Listers. 

At  .1  subsecpient  ailjouriu-il  meetiuL;  lu  ld  April  9.  1771^.  cho-^e 
As. I  ll.i\en.ind  I'.lihu  Has*. « )mb,  (  n  .md  |ur\nien:  S.mnu  1  Mui- 
dock  .md  John  I\ul;l;.  l\thin;^men,  .md  J'<n.is  Wheeler  .md 
Joseph  Cook.  iJeer  iveeM  s 

At  a  tow  n  meeting  held  Ma\  10.  i7S(j.  "  \  otcil  tli.il  ilu  ke\  . 
W  inslow  I'.ickard  be  .isked  to  )>ie.ich  lor  us  on  probation.  Al 
.1  UKetin^  hekl  August  31.  17X0.  \'(»ted  to  <^ri\e  Mr.  Packard  a 
call  to  the  work  of  the  ( lospel  nmiisti  )  in  this  place."  I  he\' 
then  **  \'i)ted  to  ^i\e  Mi.  I'ack.ml  one  hundred  pounds  for  a 
settlement  .mion^.si  us,  to  be  p.iid.  if  in  time  of  w.ir.  beef  .it  1 
l)ound  40  shilliiiL^s  per  hundred,  or  w  lu  .il  ,it  fn  e  shillinj^s  per 
bushel,  or  Rie  at  3  shillings  and  o  \)i.ni^  per  bushel,  ()r  Lndiaii 
Corn  at  3  shillings  per  bushel. — if  in  time  of  peace.  Ueef  at  1 
poimd  per   hundred,  or  whe.it  .it  4   shillin;4s  and  (>  [ience  jjer 
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bushel,  or  Ric  at  three  shilhni^s  per  l)iishcl.  or  I'.iuliaii  cdim  al 
2  shillings  and  6  pence  per  I)us1il1. — the  al)(>\  i- m  lllenu  iil  to  \k- 
paid  '<  at  his  ordination,  and  the  other  half  in  one  \  e ai  alte  r 
his  t»rdination."  Then  **  \'t »ted  to  ;;i\ r  M-  Tai  d  lor  his  salar)' 
IhirlN'  pounds  I'oi  the  fust  )'ear.  and  to  nsr  pounds  per  yeai 
inilii  it  conies  to  l)c  sixtN'-five  jJound>  .1  \  eai-  '  I  hey  then  "  \'oled 
to  ^ive  Mr.  I^ick.ird  his  sal.ir\'  sol«>n^  as  lu-  renruns  our  i\«^ular 
minister.  '  I  hen  "  X'oted  tlial  (  dl  WilHani  Wilhanis.  jc  ssc- C  "ook 
and  (lad  .\l\ord  he  a  conuniltee  tt»  <;i\e  Mr  I'aekanl  a  l  all  to 
the  work  of  the  (lospel  ministry  in  this  place.  " 

.\l  a  meelini;  held  March  2/,  I  JS  i  .  "  \'<  »ted  thai  one  siKcr 
doll.ir  shall  he  accepted  hy  the  ti  c  asury  \n  lieu  »•!  se\ ent\  -t\\  (» 
c«>nlmental  dollars  for  the  last  )  i  ar's  rati  s."  ( Meanin;^  I  axes  ) 

1  he  l<e\.  Mr.  I'ackard  addressed  the  connniltci  a  l«>n<^  letter 
ui  which  he  nheai  sed  the  afoiA  s.iid  \  oil  s  .IS  he  undc-rstood  lluin. 
.mil  closeil  .icceptin^  then  call  upon  conditmn  that  his  settle- 
ment mone)'  was  not  to  l)ei)aid  Inm  at  it^  tin  ii  iK  pi  eciati  d  lates. 
hut  in  nionev  as  ^ooil  as  it  was  in  177.J 

.\nother  meetin;.^  was  held  Ajiril  J4.  17S1.  wlu  ii  the)  "  \^)t(.(l 
to  recon.siilcr  the  vote  of  last  sunnner  to  |)a)  Mi  I'ackard  one 
hundred  pounds  for  settlement."  1  hey  then  '  X'oted  to  ^i\( 
Mr.  I'ackard  one  hundreii  pounds  lawhd  monc  \  for  a  settK  nieut 
amouL;  us,  th,-  nione\'  to  hi-  maiU  as  -.Mx.d  .1^  iuoiu  \-  was  in  the 
Near  1774."  1  he  Ki\.  Mr.  I'ackard  was  the  lirst  re^ularl) 
settled  minister,  and  he  remained  as  such  ahout  four  sears. 
'1  lowever.  lhe\'  were  not  destitute  ^>(  n  lr^^ious  inslru(  lions  pie- 
\ious  to  his  comiiiL^  anioHL'  tlu-m 

rile  records  show  that  Sej)teml)er  7.  i77vKtlu  l<  i\\  n  .i;^  1  eetl. 
tliiou'^h  a  committee,  for  the  emplo\nient  of  l\e\  lonatlian 
Smith,  and  that  lu-  accepted.  It  s(.-i-ined  liiat  lie  e.xpi  rii  iicc d 
some  trouble  re^ardin^^  the  mati-iial  in  which  lu-  \\as  paid,  for  at 
a  meeting  held  March  30,  i7S5,the\  X'oteil  that  I.ieut.  John 
Pierce  shall  ^^o  t(»  Mr.  Jonathan  Smith  of  Old  Madley  (.is  aj^cnt 
for  this  town)  to  settle  w  ith  him  about  .1  (  •.iitinentai  Loan  (  XVu'i- 
note  that  he  had  frt)m  this  town  for  i)reachiii.;  "  .At  a  nu  etiuL; 
held  Ma)'  I,  17S0,  **  Voted  to  build  a  Iol;  meetiiu^^  hou^e,  22  feet 
wide  by  36  feet  lon^."     Also  "  X'oted  to  build  the  same  as  near 


34 


\\  llMINt.  It  »N    K  l.l  \M»N. 


the  ceiilic  »)t"  the  U)\Mi  .i.s  m.'.y  he.'  C  apt.  Mooir.  Lie  ut.  Waste, 
and  Ihcim.is  Haskell  were  ehoMii  a  e*  >iuinilt«.'e  to  select  the 
|)laee  aiul  hiiild  the  same.  Man  h  I  5.  I  7-^4.  the  ti)\v  ii  "  X'oted  lo 
accept  a  piece  i>t  hiiul  I»m  a  hm  \  Iml;  |»lai  r  lliat  I  aj)!.  C"lii|Jiiiaii 
Su  ill  and  Lev  i  Paekanl  has  this  day  made  a  pix  st  iit  dI  t«)  the 
tuwn,  on  ct)iuliti(»n  that  the  t»»v\n  maLe  aiul  maintain  a  L;<»ud 
lenee  around  the  s.ime."  1  his  is  llu  Inn)  nu;  place  neai'  where- 
lAluanl  C  .  i>«)\(.l  now  lives.  Iheont  luai  iIk-  old  .\\en.ll  pi. ice 
1  ink  I  was  e  slahlished  a  leu  \  ears  pn\ lous.  perhaps  as  earl\'  as 
177S.  ami  uasa  part  ol"  the  lanils  rc  si  ixctl  lor  that  purpo  r  m 
the  dei-d  ol  /rphaniah  Suilt  l«»Sanun.l  I  l\  m  Maich.  1777 

March  14,  17S5,  "  \  i»led  that  laent.  Ji>hn  Tien  e.  C  apt.  jud.ih 
Moore,  l-aisi^n  Calvin  Hill.  M  itlheu  1-on;^,  Dea.  Samuel  Hewi  l. 
Joseph  Nye,  Si»lomon  Mo. .n  .  and  Scr-i  h  sst-  Suilt  aie  1\  U\ 
jurxnun"  .\nd  lun  tollou  v\  hal  to  u-^  al  llnsd.i\  uouldapjuar 
as  .1  j.ikr. 

I  hen  "  Vote  d  to  allow  j^phrann  lilu-^  one  shdlniL;  loi'  a  box 
to  Uiej)  the-  lVtt\  Jurwueii  in.  lala  ii  lilerall)  it  must  have- 
liccii  a  \er)  lar^e  box,  or  the  jm\inen  we  re-  \er)  small  men  in 
si/e.  I  he  priee  wouM  indic.ile  what  the  \e)lers  intended  to 
express,  that  is.  a  box  to  keep  the  juiN  iiun  s  names  in.  It  was 
al  this  nKetinu;  that  nuasniis  were  lii  si  lake  n  to  di\ide  the-  town 
inli»  school  tlisii  ie  ts. 

l'lu)se  Nathan  i-"osle  i .  h4)hraiin  lilus.  haisiL^n  l  ox.  Lieut. 
C'.istle.  Capl.  Swill,  l"nsi-n  l-la;.;L;,  Me  el.id  Mmlh.  C  .ipl.  Wheeler, 
ami  Sil.is  Axtell  to  alte-nd  to  th.il  dut)  . 

I  heir  rei)orl  was  iiiaele  to  a  me  eting  he  lil  September  \(),  17!^ 5, 
and  the  ti»w  n  w as  then  ili\  ideil  inl< »  six  sehool  districts.  I'i  e\  it)us  to 
the  erection  ol  the  (  )ld  L<»l;  Mi  e  tiiiL;  I  louse,  the  town  mei.tinj^s 
we-re  held  at  the  houses  i>\  diheienl  pe  rsons,  but  there.ifter  the) 
were  heltl  in  this  meetini;  lu»use  or  in  a  iVame  one  subsecpienlK 
erected  e)n  the  hill,  and  called  the  '*  (."oiii^re^ational  Meetini; 
I  louse."  until  the  to\Mi  mei.tini;s  were  leMnowd  by  \  ote  in  i  N  L^ 
to  this  vill.i-e.  then  called  "  Mill   Hollow.  "  ' 

In  iS^3  aiul   until  a  )e;ais  just    preceelin^  that  time,  the 

business  e)f  the  town  was  tr.insactetl  princi)jally  upon  the  old  tow  n 
hill,  where  origin. ill)  laid  out.  situate-  to  tin-  e  aste  rU  ,  and  between 
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ilic  present  vill.i^c  aiul  tiic  Liiciu>  i>l.u  i   i)«>\\  »>\\iuil 

Spencer.  Its  meeting  h4»use,  lU  >u»n.-..  l.urin.  ^lu)p.s. 
'iIIko  anil  iluellin^  houses  consliluteil  tpnu- .i  pu  leiiliiuis  \illai;e 
l<»  wliicli  llie  citunti)  all  aioinul  paiil  tiii)iit(.  ll  wa-^  llu-  |>«>Iii-\ 
>»l  our  earl)  I.iIIkm  ^  l<»  l<>e»ile  ihe^e  l>ii>nu  j)Lnes  ol  the  lnwn 
upon  stune  lii^li  hill  ne.ir  the  -^et  »^raplni  al  <inlre»>t  llu  it»\\n. 
.inii  linn  Ci)nstruc\  ro.iil>  (li\er«^in<^  in  dilleienl  tliic  i  li<  »ns  lliere- 
li  oin  t>ul  nit«>  the  countr)  . 

In   iSjS  C  harles  K.  l''ieKl,  .i  noiuil;  aii(»nu\   mI  New 

lane,  locateil  here  as  .i  praetitiomr  of  llu  law  lie  was  a  man 
"I  cxeelliiU  i  iuli;nienl .  kii  n  ami  ^pal  khn^;  nnelUi  I .  am  I  endt  )W  eil 
Willi  almost  an  intuilise  t»)resi^hl. 

Al  the  ( )etol>er.  l»S2tS,  session  of  the-  \  (  rnuMil  I  islalure. 
llie  St  arsl)ur\  I  urnpike  C  onip.m)  u.i^  nu  < »i  pi .i ali  *!  lU  renlil) 
->aw  thai  in  » tpcinn:;  upa<.;rial  I  h«  )H  »u)^hla  i  *•  l*i  I  w  ci  n  I  li  iinnivl*  mi 
lud  HrallUhoro.  some  other  ri»uU:  ih.m  lhai  i  llu  l«)wn  hill 
inust  nece^saril)'  he  pro\i<le(l  ft>r  .i  e«»nmihnL;  Imk  hclwcen  llie 
last  end  t)l  ihe  lurnpike,  two  nnh  >  »»r  inor*.  wi>l  «>1  here,  .uul 
llu  old  r»»ad  near  ihe  A\erell  pi. ice  a  nnU  rasl  «'l  lu  re.  I'luk  i 
hi^  leadership,  a  hi^hw.i)  w e^lal>li^lu•^l  anil »  on.slriu  led  lhrouL;h 
Mill  lli»llow.  now  ihe  present  \illaj;e.  IK  l«>risaw  lhal  what 
had  ahead)  happem  »l  in  New  fani-.  niusi  im  v  il  ihl)  lakr  place 
lu  i\  .  lhal  IS  lhal  i«  iiiu^al  ul  ihr  hiisiness  inli  rests  «il  ihe  ltt\MJ 
horn  ihe  hilU  l(»  ihe  \alle)>  llu-  hii;hua\  \u\i\<^  i  <  »nsl  rui  l«  ( I, 
.1  slt>ri-  «»!'  lwt»  wiMe  hnill  nj)«)n  ni  mai  il  llu  huihliiiL;  lUiw 
«<ii  iipicd  b\  Albi  Tl  M.  Johiisuii  a^  a  denial  (illH  e.  ami  l<ii'  llie 
lown  Cliik  s  ofhccandl))  (.  handU  r  M.  I\e>si  ll  l»'r  a  resilience-, 
was  anu)n^  the  fnsi  creiled  r«»i  a  si«»re.  Ant»llu  i  <au  was  i-reoied 
upon  llu-  <|)ot  w  here  (  h  1  in  (  ).  Ware's  slmc  no\\  slamU.  J«>lm 
I'ulsik-r  and  Mih.  K.  (  losh)  .  I'lninan  ami  A.  li.  (  hild.s.  were 
the  first  to  o|)en  nierc.mtile  establi.shnu  nls  in  llu  m-w  \  illa^e. 
The)-  were  foll(»ued  b\  hdavins  1.  and  \'olne\  h^rbes,  Sanuiel 
V  H.iriis.  I'.  L.  Slaiile)  .  Aside)  Sl«.ne.  W  illard  (  l.-ihani.  A.  N. 
l-'iuh.  l.abaii  and  Adiii  I.  C  hilds.  Ansi  1  Ad.ims.  Idca/ar  an|l 
()^eai  J.  (ii.rhani,  I'sliis  C.  Sai;.;(  nl.  Wnii  n  I)<)\<1.  <  )riL;rn 
Smith,  and  ni.m)  others  loo  nimu  ious  tc  iiu  iiii..ii  In  i  ^!  '^'^ 
article  was  inseiteil  in  the  w.irranl  forlhcaimu.il  March  im-clinL;. 
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uliuli  was  as  lullows:  "  AiIkIi-  7,  I"o  stc-  if  tlic  Idwii  will  raise 
•ind  a|)j)i(>|)riatc'  a  Miin  t)!  muncy,  cxccidiii^  two  luiiuli'cd 
tli)llais.  lur  the  |)iiri)(»sc  of  crcCliii^  .1  town  house  in  Mill  Ilollow 
the  Inlh >w  iii|_;  ^1"  "^^       Miniiuer  ' 

1  he  voters  nut.  eln»se  tWficcrs.  traiisaetei!  various  other  kinds 
of  business  and  ailjt)Ui  iied  to  Marv  h  iSlh.  w  Ik  n  the)  met  and 
passed  the  followin-;  vote;  "  I  hat  the  seleetinen  contract  with 
(  liarh  s  Is.  I'*ii  ld  to  hudd  and  i  onipK  Ir  a  toun  house  in  Mill 
I  lollovv ,  lor  the  sinn  of  two  hmuhetl  dollars.  i»)  he  paid  to  said 
h'leld  t)n  or  lu  lore  the  fnst  da\  «)rjaiuiar)  ,  I  ;  and  the  select- 
iiU'U  AW  to  rv'i|UMe  btinds  lor  tin-  ctMnpUrtion  ol  saul  house." 
I  he)  "  \  oti-d  lo  hold  the  next  Ircinirn'^  ineetni^  in  thetitwn 
house  in  '  Mill  I  lolhiw .' 

Ihe  hand  of  Mr.  I'leld  can  he  reco|^ni/i-d  in  all  this  work,  at 
least.  I))-  tho'^e  who  knew  him  will.  April  J<;.  a  meelin;;  was 
hell!  at  which  an  attempt  was  made  to  ric« tnsiih  r  said  votes,  hut 
wilhi)Ul  success  ,  .md  the  freemen  s  meetm^  the  Septiinher  lol- 
low  nij^  was  held  m  tlie  new  town  housi.  ami  the  meeting's  of 
this  town  have  been  held  in  this  villa^^i:  ever  since. 

Sle|)hen  I'resson  and  l)i  John  TulsiK  r  wi-re  eni;.i«4ed  in  the 
busmes.s  of  merchants  on  the  Inll.  or  at  the  centre,  for  man)' 
)ears  under  the  thin  n.ime  of  Sltphen  I'lessun  vv  CO.;  so  also 
were  C"ol.  Ju'^tus  (i.ile.  Ho)  tl  v\:  l.ddv  .  Knssell  hitch,  (loodin;^ 
l.mciiln.  and  l  iieman  anil  Adnah  li  ("hilds.  Adnah  Kan^s 
ki  pi  a  tavi  rn  or  ln>lel  tlK  ii:  for  manv  v<  ars.  as  also  did  Sammd 
1  lionipson  and  ( ioodin;^  Lnucln  I  In  taknii;  h  orn  the  "  Hid 
Ihll  "  the  town  meetini^s  was  the  last  straw  thai  brokr  the 
camel  s  back,  and  Irom  that  forward  the  bii.siness  ^radiiall)'  came 
to  '*  Mill  Ilollow.  "  together  with  the  I'onj^re^ational  Meeting 
House;  and  the  places  that  once  knew  dwellin<^  house,  shoj). 
store  and  tav  ern,  lon^  years  ai^o.  "  know  them  no  moi  e  forev  er.  " 

1  he  first  building  ere6led  in  the  present  v  illa^e  w  as  a  w  heel- 
wrij^ht  sliop.  b)-  Jonas  Liscom.  antl  was  located  on  the  vacant 
h)t,  trom  which  was  burned  the  dwellini;  house  of  Mrs.  Dr. 
l''ettce.  a  few  vears  a^^o.  lie  also  buili  ihc  first  dwelling  house, 
v\'iiich  was  situatetl  on  the  lot  next  westerl)-,  and  where  now 
stantls  the  dwellint^  house  of  Mrs.  Stillman  Robinson.  This  was 
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III  tlu'  wiiitrr  diul  Ni)riii;^  ot  iS;5J,.it  wliicli  tmu-  Maj.  ^A.  H. 
Chillis  pinch. iscd  both  lots  w  ith  tlu  hiiihliiiL; .  llu  rcuii  for  ihc 
Miiu  of  S4CX).  lie  nh>\cil  iiUo  iIk-  house  hcloic  it  was  ciUircly 
plastcrcti,  aiitl  his  daughter  .Mai\  Jam-.  ni>\\  {\\c  wife  of  I'alwin 
'I'haycr  of  Sprini^ficld,  Mass..  was  horn  iIk  1  c  J ul\-  16.  iS^j.aiul 
is  iiiulcrstood  to  ht-  the  fust  chiUI  horn  in  ihc  \1lla14c.  I  hc  wiiccl- 
wri^ht  shop  aiul  lot  was  afterwards  .^ohl  to  I'lceiuan  ChiKls, 
upon  w  hich  lot  he  afterw  ards  erecrtetl  the  tlw  cllini;  house  occupied 
h>  hini.  antl  after  his  tieccase  was  owned  .md  occupied  1)\'  Will- 
iam I  hilds.  and  then  Dr.  Anson  i..  l\llee  and  wife.  In 
the  fall  i>\  William  C  hikls  and  \ule  ino\eil  inlt»  llu- house 

with  Maj.  A.  H.  (  hiUls,  which  tlie\  Ix.ih  c«»ntinueii  tu  occu|)y 
milil  the  ilwellini;  house  since  known  .is  ihi  "  M.ij.  A.  H.  C  hilds 
I  loniesteail."  was  erected  .ihout  the  \e.ir  iS^d,  aiul  read)  iui 
ticcupanc)'.  Ihe  dwelling  house  ol  Dr.  I'ulsifc  r  w  .is  nitived  lioin 
the  old  hill  ti>  its  present  location  next  nMiiheil\  of  llie  Town 
Hall,  and  is  the  « »ne  now  i)W  neil  an(D)Ccupieil  1)\  |uhn  I  ".  H.issi  ti 
So  were  several  otiier  of  thetlwellini;  lumses  m< »\ il  dowiiilu'  hill 
to  the  present  village. 

The  first  hotel  was  erc6leil  alxnil  the  saiiie  lime  1j\  C'a|)t.iin 
(ioodin^  Linc(»ln  on  the  site  just  east  of  Mrs.  iVtlei's.  .md  the 
huildiii'^  was  destro)ed  in  the  same  fire.  1  his  house  was  kept 
1)\  him  for  se\er.d  \'ears.  when  he  was  siuccciicil  h)'  Robert 
RiiUlle,  John  1  haver.  l.\  ni.in  i  ha)'er,  ami  (»theis,  until,  and 
peril. ips  tor  some  lime  alter  the  present  houl  was  creeled  and 
openeil  b)  L.ib.ui  L  liilds.  The  pu  si  iU  hotel  has  also  hatl  for 
fa\orite  landlords  Ik-ni)'  Sheldon,  \V\lls  Snow.  John  Patch. 
Libert) W^ilder.  J.  llcnr)'  Kidder.  M.inl\  L.  luiii  and  Keiulall  V. 
Ames,  ami  llu-  iJiesi  iil  j)roprietors  liui  r  .md  W  illiam  .\l.ic  1  a  ll.in. 

MIL!  .-,   1- K  . 

1  am  unable  to  state  when  the  hist  saw  mill  or  ^nist  mill  was 
put  in  operation  here.  Mr.  Child  in  his  "  Windh.im  Count)- 
(iazetteer"  published  in  I  884,  claims  that  (ieor^e  Williams  came 
here  soon  after  the  liittle  of  Hunker  Dill.  "  ereded  his  \o\r  hoiy^e 
where  Joel  (iraxes  now  li\es,  and  in  th.it  xicinit)'  built  a  saw 
mill,  which  is  said  to  have  been  the  lir.sl  in  tow  11."  I  ha\e  made 
thorouL^h  search  of  the  early  l.md  reci^ds.  .md  am  unable  to 
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liiul  ih.il  .my  sikIi  person  c\«.r  uvmiccI  n-.il  csl.ilc  Ikmc.  I 
ili.sci)\  creel.  Iu»\\L\cr.  lli.it  l".l)ciu/ci  I  i>  cH)n\e)cil  ttt  Col 
William  W  illiams  i»t'  Neu  Marlbiuoii'^;!)  [  M.irlbui d ]  uiuk  ril.iU- 
November  14.  \JJ  ^.  a  IvacI  of  \\\\\  at.  n-^,  \vhieh  l)(»iiihl(  <l 
upon  the  west  by  the  1  >ei.  1  IkIJ  ki\ri,  .uuI  hoiu  llle  ck  ri)  it  loii 
ill  the  ileeil.  1  juilL;e  that  iIk  ni-  l.mds  \m  re  loeated  at  or  lu  ai  ihi- 
place  u  lierejoel  (ir.iv  cs  nt)\\  li\es.  C  nl.  W'illitims,  howevc  i.  ilul 
not  mo\e  into  this  tnuii  until  earl)  in  the  \aar  1775.  ar.il  it  111. in 
bc  th.it  he  built  a  ^au  mill  .il  the  pl.ui  ineiaioned.  beloi\-  Ik 
came  here  with  hi^  l.imilx  to  re^ul( 

.As  I  have  alreael)  .state il  /eph. mi. lii  >)\utL  con\ exad  .1  hiiiulri  d 
.icres  m  ar  the  centre  «»!  the  tow  n.  abutted  i»n  the  one  ^iele  b\  the- 
Heaxer  Hr(»ok.  to  S-imuel  ld\  Auei  bam>I  nunl  .md  while 
in  L)  nic,  Ceinn  .June  24,  17S4.  I  tuul  heii)!ue\ed  the  same  tr.ul 
»i|  land  le)  une-  Abner  l  .l\  *•!  saiel  I  .)nu-.  aiul  in  the  de  se  l  iplioii 
sets  it  up  as  "  havini^  Iwei  milU  standini^  on  the-  premises."  I  he 
sill-  <)i  these  nulls,  proh.iblv.  was  al  oi  near  llu-  pl.ue-  wlu  ii-  ihe 
»»ld  tanners  used  ti)  stand 

April  27.  I  7S J.  L  apt.  C  hipman  Swilt  com e\  e  il  to  |.  )lm  Hin  k  ol 
Worlhin^ton.  Mas.s.,  a  tract  (»!  land  Isini;  aeljae  e  nl  lo  the  "(,i\-.il 
I'oiul  with  .1  dw  ellniL;  house  the-i  eon.  with  the-  liilliiidil  .md  |)ii\- 
ile^e  to  ilam  .mel  lleiw  tin  (ire.it  I'tnul.  \c  Sub-^e-(|uentl\'  |ohn 
lUick  ce»n\e\eel  an  interest  in  the-  s.ime  to  his  brothei'  Moses 
iiuck.  s.iid  pr(»|)e:itv  having  a  elwelliiiL;  house  and  s.iw  mill 
there-t  >n. 

In  J.muai)'.  17SS  the-  lUieks  ce)n\e-\e-d  to  W  illi. im  Ra)  and 
Benjamin  K.i)',  .and  the  pre)i)ert\  .it  this  lime  is  describeel  .is 
h.iviiiL;  lw«»  dwellinj^  houses,  a  s.i\v  mill  and  ;;rist  mill  st.mdini; 
there*)!!.  I  he  pond  undoubti-dl\  took  its  n.ime  .is  "K.i)-  Pond" 
lre>m  .about  that  time,  .iml  b\  which  it  h. is  e-\ er  sinc  e  been  know  n. 
I  had  inteiuleel  upon  comin;^  here  to  be  able  to  lix  the  time  w  hen 
Ihe  tamiei)  on  Heaver  Brook  .mel  the-  imlls  in  the  v  ill.i^e  were 
erected,  and  by  wlu)m,  but  in)  health  has  been  aiiel  is  such,  th.it 
I  coulii  not  ^i\e  the  work  to  it.  1  his  must  f)e  hereafter  su|§plied 
b)'  se)me  one,  .md  .ilso  the  promotion  .md  histoi)  of  v.irious 
t)ther  inelustries  (A  m<;re  recent  d.ite  Ihe  mills  in  the  village, 
however,  were  hrst  ere-cH-ed  b\-   Kiih.ird  W^iste-  .about  the)  ear 
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iSjS,  aiul  were  i»n  llic  \v ol  sick  ot  iIk  iim  i  Atlciw.iicU  l.ir^cr 
.mil. more  exteiisivt  buildings  l<»r  niilliiv^  •|nll^u^s«.'^  wen-  ere6\cil 
•  Ml  llic  cast  silk-  wherellie)  n»ju  are,  aiul  in  |)ll)el  ^^  ol  lime  tlu»sc 
nil  the  ()j)j)()sile  >i(le  \^ere  taken  down  im  wc  iil  lo  ilic.i\  . 

I  1 1<-  i  i;  I  U  1 11  IN  h  iw  N. 
1  he  first  l»)  he  horn  in  thl^  town.  .i->  ^h.iwii  hy  ihr  piihlic 
records,  w.is  /eph.iiii.ili  Swilt.  son'<»l  C  a|*l.  C  hipman  Swill.  Jan- 
uar\'  Ju.  1771.  ll  i">  |)r(»hal)lc,  iiuleed  il  iiia\  he  le-arilcil  as 
»|iiilc  certain,  that  oIIuin  were  l)»iin  lu  re  pieximis  to  that  tiiiic, 
.iiul  »»l  whii  h  no  reeoi  J  lias  hec  ii  |)i  e>.ei  \  eil.  or  nioi  elikel)'  ne\'er 
m.idc.  It  would  rc(|uire  a  h)n^  stretc  h  ol  ihe  ima^malion  lo  make 
Il  appear  that  at  thai  time  when  kir^e  ramilie>  •»!  »  hildien  were  the 
.ilniosi  universal  rule,  instead  ol  tin-  i|)lion  a^  now.  and  that 
Willi  "Seven  I  anialie>  "  resulm^  lure  111  I7<»v  and  louiUxii  111 
1771.  there  h.id  noi  heiii  an\'  ehildn  n  l»»»in  pii  \  ii»u^  lo  |aimai\ 
2u,  1771. 

Mr.  Switt  became  a  minisier  ol  ihe  ( io>.pel.  .uul  ii  i>  related  of 
him,  that  atler  he  had  relireil  tJile  eM  iim;^.  a  couple  came  lo  his 
dinu  in  the  midst  ol  a  thunderstorm  to  be  married  lie  thrust 
hi>  head  «>ut  of  the  window,  .md  called  lo  them  and  performed 
the  cei  em«  »n\'  .i^  lollow  ^  : 

"  I  iider  the  window  iu  sloini)  we.itlier. 
I  join  .1  man  and  .1  woman  lo<^e(lu  1. 
Let  noiu-  but  him  who  m.ide  the  ihundei  . 
I.xei  put  tlii>.  man  and  wile  asuiivki  ' 
\\  ho  were  till-  fii>.l  to  be  married.  oi   the  fiist  to  die.  I  ha\e 
not  been  abh-  to  ascertain  to  m\  own  Nali^ln  tion 

Kl-.l  h  .H  a  s    >o(  I  I  I  1 1  - 

The  e.irl)-  selller>  of  ihi>  l»)wn  had  bei  ii  biou-ht  uj)  in  the 
wholesome  "fear  .uul  admonition  ol  tin  l.oid,"  and  did  not  soon 
fori;et  the  example  of  their  father^  and  niotluis  m  Connecticut 
iUul  MasMachusetls.  I  hex'  were  chietl\-  ot  the  |)urilanical  t\'|)e-. 
»)r  standing  i>rdei .  ilen«)minalioiiall\-  known  .is  "C  aUanistii  (  on- 
^re^ation.dists."  Ministers  w«.re  settled  b\  voti  ot  the  town.* 
nieelin^  houses  w  ere  built  in  the  sanu  a  ly.  and  rates  w  ere 
le\  ied  on  all  the  inh.ibit.inl.s.  .uul  collei  led  by  l\  lhin;^men  to  i)a\ 
the  expense  thereof      This  was  far  from  s.it islactors  to  tho^e  of 
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a  (lifTcrciU  faith,  aiul  a  law  was  early  ciia6\cd  c\cni[)tin^  sucli 
persons  from  |)a)'incnt  on  filin^^  prmtt  in  tlic  offux'  of  ihc  lOwn 
Clerk  that  the)-  weie  ot"  a  clit'tl  rent  i  eliL;it lu.s  jK-rsuasion  than  that 
oi  the  "  standing  ortler.  "  and  Lonlrihutc  d  to  its  ^upijort.  As  a 
consequence,  )'i»u  will  tnul  in  cdl  our  e.iil)  recortls  a  lari^e  num- 
ber of  certificates  of  that  character  on  record  in  the  Tonmi  Clerk's 
olVice,  ami  \\'ilnnnL;ton  is  niU  an  e\ce|>lion  to  this  L^c'iu  ral  i  iile. 
1  herewith  in>.<.rt  one  t.iken  h»)ni  lln-  recoids  \n  this  town  a^  a 
sample  cop)  . 

"This  may  certif\  to  uhom  it  ma\'  concern  thai.  Ihoina^ 
liaskell,  Jr.  ol  W'lhnmj^ton  attend^  juihlic  worslii))  with  llu 
Haptist  Church  in  i  lalifax.  ami  t  < Mumunicates  to  the  suppoi  l  of 
till-  ^M)spel  in  saiil  church.  Halifax.  March  Jc^  ^7^7- 

I'ei  me  Wakkkn.  Iddi  r  of  said  church.  " 

.Ml  this  sounds  stranj^e  to  us  who  liw  in  this  nineteenth  cm 
tur)- of  reli^it»us  lihirt)',  and  ma\  I  not  add  \\i;hout  olfi  iise,  llu- 
w«>rd  license." 

I  ha\  e  tln»u^dit  nian\'  times  w  hen  coiisidcriir^  the  ijre.seiit  con- 
dition of  society  that  perhaps  it  would  hi-  better  for  ns  if  we  had 
less  of  '*  license,"  and  more  of  that  rii^itl  reliL;i(»us  discipline  ol 
our  earl)  fathers. 

( )f  religious  societies  in  town,  tlurc-  li.is  m\  i  r  been  biil  lour. 
\  i/. :  Con'^re^atioiial,  Hai)tist,  Meth>)di>t  and  Univ  orsalist,  neither 
ol  which  ha\e  had  a  settled  p.istor  with  iheni  continuous!)-. 

rill-  Conj^re^ationalist  Church  is  tlu-  oKK  sl,  and  was  orL;aiii/.rd 
in  ijSub)-  I  honias  ll.iskell.  l-.dw.ird  l-Csd  r,  IV.re/  Swift.  Nathan 
I'irster  .md  other.s.  and  iias  had  the  following  named  ministers: 
l\e\.  W'inshiw  I'ackanl.  from  17S1  to  i/S.j;  l\e\ .  Jonas  llalcli 
frt)m  17S7  to  1791  ;  l\e\ .  1'].  f  .lirbank.^  fi  <  >ni  1  793  to  I  <Soo  ;  Re\ . 
Alban 'l  obe)-  from  1  S03  to  1  <S  1  o  ;  l\i  \  .  W  in.  IV  .Slow  from  1  <S  1  j 
to  1.S14;  l\e\.  liollis  Samson  from  181710  1SJ3;  Re\.  Marsh. d 
Southard  in  1826;  l<e\ .  Joel  Wrii^dit  from  iS29to  1<S34;  Ke\  . 
Josiah  Teabod)-  in  1.S35;  Ke\.  S.  M.  W'heelock  from  183610 
1838;  Rev.(ieor^^e  Hutterfield  from  1S39  to  1 844  ;  !<e\^  Abel 
Patton  from  184410  1847;  l\e\.  I).ii\'.in  II.  Kanney  ( Tni' >iiisl) 
from  1850  to  1833;  Rev.  S.  J.  M.  Lord  from  185510  1858; 
Ri  \  .       H.  Hassett  from  1859  to  1  8rxj  ;  Re\  .  O.  S.  .Morris  (Melh- 
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nilist)  in    iS^i  ;   kc\.    Ivoswcll    ll.iiris,  )i     Ik. in    |S()^  to  l.S().|; 

J.  r.  IIalli(la\-  tVoiii  lS(>3  to  iSoo;  |\r\  )  IV  I\'m  )•  l"i  *  till 
|S(>()1()  I  S()7  ;  Kcv.  k.  I'.nKrsoii  hom  iS<..St(»  lS(>();  kr\.  I.. 
\..  Ilcnick  rr(Mii  i  S69  to  1  S/u  ;  kc\.  A.  C  l-KId  tVoin  1  S;  1  to 
1.S79;  Rc\.  II.  k.  lilus  from  iSSj  to  1SS5  ;  k^A  A  J  l)\ci  in 
I.S.S5;  Rev.  W.  C.  Sc.xton  iKtin  1 SS;  to  iSS(i  1  Ik-  |)i\>ciit 
pastor  is  kc\ .  \  \  H.  1 1)  tic. 

I  he  Haj)tist  was  rc^ularl)'  coiistiliilctl  Scpteinher  1,  1  SoO.  luw 
soinc  time  previous  thereto,  those  of  that  deiionniiation  resiilini; 
ill  tow  n  ui-re  im-mhers  of  tlu  Hapti«^t  ( "lini  i  h  in  I  lalifax.  and 
allerwards  of  the  ehureh  in  Somerset.  I  in  \  oc\ aMon.ill)  en- 
jo\ed  the  mini.^lratioiis  of  some  i  lerj^N  in an  ..f  ilieir  own  faith, 
aiul  111  I  Soj,  a  Baptist  minister  nanud  ke\ .  .SmiM  m  .Slow  .  preached 
one  year  in  the  Con^rc^Mtiona!  iiouse  of  w  .u  -hip  Si  i)i(.  inl»er 
I,  I S06,  a  council  composed  of  jiaslois  and  tlrlcL^ate^  from  the 
churches  of  Somerset.  lialifax.  .Shaflshins  and  W'ardshoro  con- 
Neiied  .it  W  ihiiin-ton  in  response  to  a  call  ot  tlu-  IVipiist  (  hun  h 
»)f  the  hrsl  mentioned  place,  and  it  \^.l^  llu  n  "  X'oted  to  set  off 
;nul  constitute  the  Hrelhren  at  \\'ilmini;ton  a  separati-  i  hiiieli. 
^i:c.'"  The  new  church  was  at  that  time  lompoMii  of  thirt) 
inemhers.  am»»n^  them  hein«^f  I  )i .  Jei  i  iiii  di  I'annali-c- and  Nathan 
Ma«^^,  who  were  the  two  tir^t  deacon'-.  Jo^iah  Stealn-^.  Medad 
Smith,  Henjamin  Melcalf,  A/or  .Smith.  I. inns  .\nstin  and  ollu  is. 
Linus  Austin  was  licensed  to  |)ieai  h  h\  tin  cliiirc  h  June  J4. 
iSuj.  .md  Mip|)lied  the  place-  loi  thr  lliiri  succeediiiL;  \ears  ; 
w.is  «)rtlaineil  and  .e^ain  labored  withtlu  ni  in  iSi4and  1S15. 
After  Mr.  Austin  left  in  iSk.i,  the  chun  h  waN  Nnp])lied  I))'  itin- 
erant preachers  for  a  while,  amoii;^'  whom  ma\  In-  named  \\v\. 
Josepli  IJliolt  ol  Ilin^daU-.  \.  II..  kc\.  Idijali  Monta-ne  of 
North  l-everett.  Ma.ss..  ke\ .  Stej)lu.n  ("hoate  of  W'ardshoro  and 
Re\.  Jt)siah  ^l^tteson  of  ShaftshniN'  In  tlu-  winter  of  iSii 
the)  enL;a<^ed  hdi  Kail  to  preach  for  them  ;  lu-  wa^  ord.uned  tlu 
25th  of  Septemher  following,  and  continued  with  the  eluiich  lor 
al)out  two  )e.irs.  In  the  autumn  and  winlir  ol  1  S  1  6  and 
there  was  experienced  a  powerful  relii;ious  awakeniiiL^  in  this 
clunch  .md  communit)  under  the  lead  ol  a  kc\.  Mr  Hiooks. 
an  I'A  aiv^elist,  assisted  b)-  the  ki-\  s  h'ullrr.  kobmson  and  Bruce, 
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.iiul  si\l)  -l\\(>  were  atltlccl  It*  llic  cliuic  li  l)\  h.ipliMU.  1  he  \\v\  . 
MiinsficUl  lirucc  Mii)j)liecl  the  piilpil  .i  \  i  ai  i  »r  iih  u  r  prii  m"  to  iSn> 
uliciilic  rciiu»\cil  liDin  Mailhoni  lo  \\  ilmmL;l(»ii.  ami  hcciiiu 
their  scUlcil  pastor,  aiul  c«)iiliiuieil  uilh  lliem  m  llial  e.ii).ieil\' 
until  his  ihalh.  I'ehi  ii.ir\'  3,  iS.j^.  1  hen  lt)lK.\\e<l  tiK  M 
1).  MilUr  from  1  to  |S4();  ki\.  A.  Case  Tnun  1S4S  to  1S50; 
i<ev.  Mr.  .Moiie  ill  I  S3  I  ;  ke\  .  Mason  liall  honi  I  S3  2  to  lS3^; 
ke^  \\  .  1  illinj^hasl  tVtmi  1S34  t«)  iS3(.;  kt\.r.  II  kol)ins»in 
in  1S37;  ke\.  Mr.  .Snnlh  ui  iS3San(l  1S3C);  ke\  .  A.  W  .  (  kkxI 
lunx  from  1  S()0  l«»  1S77.  ami  a^;ani  hi>m  1 SS j  in  |SS();  ke\. 
Horace  I'Dulir  hon)  1S77  to  iS7i>;  ke\ .  L.  Kenne\  in  iSSo 
and  iSSi  ;  ke\ .  I  )r\ilen  W.  Thelps  m  I  SS7  and  I  SSS  ;  the  ke\. 
W  illiam  Speneer  is  the  i>ieM  nt  pasloi 

1  he  kt:\.  .Mailshehl  iiiiKi*  uhi>  hehl  the  p.l'^l•  •:-.;t l.ir  Iw  -lUy 
l<»iir  \eaiN.  was  horn  m  (iialion.   Mas>.  April    ii.  i/Si  ;    w  is 
it»n\erteti  at    tlu-  .e^^e  <»1  an<l    iniileil    with  ihe  I  onL;ie.;a 

tiMiial  (  hureh  in  .\e\\l«»n.  ^la^•^  In  iSv>()  he  uniUcl  with  the 
Hapli.st  C  hurch  of  M.ulljoro  .nul  Ni-wlaiu;.  ser\ecl  as  dtaecii 
until  iSck;.  when  he  w.i.s  oidametl  as  an  l'.\ ant;elist.  aiul  ni  .1 
slittrt  time  l)i\.une  llu  pasl*»i  »•!  thai  chuiih  lie  w.is  eariuslls 
(.levotcil  to  \U)ik.  .iiul  ilid  not  hesuale  lo  n  huke  sin  where\i  i 
he  fouiul  it  c\i.stin«;.  lie  was  a  sluuii;  pnaehei.  ehxpient  and 
l)ersuasi\c,  and  was  hi;^hl\  respected  1)\  .dl  who  kiu-w  him.  Ih 
is  .said  t</  ha\e  married  o\er  one  huiuhid  i»Mipli-->.  and  hapli/ed 
i»\cr  lour  huiuhed  persoii.*>  during  his  mim.sli  \  1  hi-  In  si  ehun  h 
cilificc  was  huill  in  lSi7,al>(»ut  one  hall  mile  noilluast  nl  ihis 
\  ill.i^c,  on  the-  old  l)»»\cr  load.  and  where  J(»n.ilhan  Witt,  l^s(|.. 
li\eil  so  mane  )'e.irs.  ami  ilicd  1  heir  ))resenl  church  w.is 
ere<^tcd  in  I  S39.  ami  h.is  been  e.\t»:nsi\ el\  rep.iii  ed  since. 

It  is  not  e.i.s)-  to  iletermme  what  \ear  ami  1)\'  whom  Metho- 
dism was  first  introduced  int<»  W  ilminL;t(in.  hut  it  was  prohahl) 
ahoul  ihe  \  ear  I  Suo,  and  the  ind«  Muitahh •  cii  t  nit  riders.  The 
first  place  .it  which  pre.ichin^  is  kn(;wn  to  ha\el>een  held  in  this 
t<iwn  was  at  the  house  of  I'^rederick  ("rossmaii.  who  immii^rated 
from  Coniutlicut  hrinj^inL;  hi-^  Methodist  preferenci-s  with  Inm. 
Ills  house  W.IS  on  the  l.irm  now  .owned  l»\  Iv^lus  W'.  1  ia)nes, 
and  .1  class  w.is  formed  w  ith  Asju  r  1  hiv  nes.  Sr.,  .is  le.ider.  The 
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iminhcr.^  far  »is  has  hccn  .isccrlaiiuil  \\d\-  Aslici  Ila\ncs,Sr., 
I' itiliiic  k  C  ri)^siu.in,  uilc  ami  dau-^lUn  ;  (jiikuii  Siiou  ami 
w  ill-,  Isaac  Mdiuc  aiul  w  ile,  AsIk  i  >>.  Kmi;,  I  loiacc  ("iiUiii^, 
C  al\  ill  laiici)ln,  Kutli  C  lark,  w  ho  allci  u  anl  marrinl  SiiiKDii  lio)  tl  ; 
two  Misses  Cook,  ami  .liso  Jn^cph  I'lLf.  hi^  wiU  aml  ilaui^hlti, 
\\  lii)li\  ctl  ill  StralliMi  .mil  tlri»\ c  * ck\ cm  inih  s  l( »  allc  iul  scrv  ii  c, 
olicn  arriving  as  c.irl)'  .is  elaxli^hl.  Aivim-  Huyil  ai^o  htiainca 
iiuiuhcr  v\  Ik'ii  ijiiitc  a  x'oim}^  ln»y  Ahoiil  iS.v*.  oi  mi\  soum 
llicicalUi.  llu-  lvc\.  Ilmr\  ll.»(l';cs[U  Ik  llu  Uc\ .  William  II. 
Iloil'^cs  who  siibscniKiill)  li\i«l  ami  tluil  m  New  lain  |  im>\rtl 
inlu  town  ami  livcil  near  where  M.  I  l.i\ lu m>\\  icsiiles.  I  h 
\\a^  a  Melhoili>l  mim>.lei  aiul  pre.icheil  in  ihe  C  i nij^i e^atii »nal 
l  lmi  i  h  t'li  the  hill,  ami  <iU(»  helil  -^erx  ici  ^  m  ihe  Ai  \me  Hoyil 
nei^hboi  lit).  kI  In  i  S  J  J.  1  >aniel  I'aliiieler  tin  »\  ed  ini«i  li>\\n  hum 
C  an  lan.  N.  \  .  I  «)i  a  lime  ^erxiiCN  wen  lu  Kl  in  hi^  hon^e  lurl 
ni^hll)'.  ami  altei  wariU  were  coiulutteil  m  ihe  si  h« >i>lhoiise.  ami 
in  favor. il>U-  weallui  in  a  ^r«>\e  near  iIk  lii^le\  Mill  loail,  .i 
w.i^on  serv  in^  the  purposes  ol  .1  pnlpil  .  .imi  111  iSj^ilu  )  i  i  citi  tl 
a  iiuetin^  hitii>e  ne.u  llu-  I  pjic  i  Inh  rvaK  l  i  im  U  i)  In  1  S  ^ 
serv  ices  were  IieUl  in  ihc  v  illage,  ami  aU. .  .ii  ihc  huusr  oi  IU  n/il 
HoydiA.  M  Hi>M  II.  W  illiam  I-:,  k.iv  ,  Urn  I  H-.v  d.  Niad  I  layiics. 
I'.phiaim  I-  .  Il.iskell  .md  his  faniil)  .  .iiid  i»lhci  s  wiili  llu  ir  fam 
ilies  were  active  in  liie  cause  ol  Melhoilism  in  ihis  lommimilv  . 
IniS^4  ihcii  meelinj;  Iuhinc  w.is  icinuMtl  i«t  'Mill  llollow." 
the  *^iU'  «»!  ihepioeiil  villaL;c.  winch  ha^  c\ cr -^ince-  hecii  uccupiid 
hv  ihein,  .md  in  1  >  ihe  pri  s^  nl  pal  ^^^naL;^  was  ercclcd  I'rc- 
vinii^tt)  iSv^iIh-v  wen-  supplied  wilh  prcichcrs  tr.»m  tiim  t<» 
time.  amoiiLi  wlmm  m.i\  \k  named  Uiihard  Newell,  /erah  (  ol- 
hiirn.  A.  Kidder.  ( '.  W'.  LcvinL^s  antl  I..  I  I. ill.  HeL;inninL;  with 
I.S33  lhe\'  have  had  a  sellled  pastor  tonslaiillv  with  lluni.  and  1 
herewith  record  their  nanus: 

l\c\.  lla\  ne>  Johnson  in  1^33  'I'l'l  ''^M^  Kev .  Macha  l 
(Jiiimbv  in  i  <S  3  5  and  \>^,^(>\  Ke\.  II.  I  ami)l)ell  in  iS;,7;  Ke\. 
William  S.  l.t>ck  in  1S3.S;  Kev.(  .  W.  I.cvini;sin  iSv);  Kcv. 
(  l)ii->lin.  1  S4(_;  .md  1  S4 1  ;  l\i\.  J.iim  s  A .  Sl»  pliciis  .md  l\t  \. 
W  illi. im  W  ickhiim,  1X41  and   1S42,  John   1..  Smilh  .md 

l\e\  .  I'..  Rol^inson.  1  S43  ;  l\e\  .  JohnL.  .Smith  .md       \     Iv  ( i.dc. 
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I  S44  ;  Rc-\ .  I -cu  i>  I  lill,  1  S45  ;  Kt\.  \\.|.  K  ulile  r.  I  S.4(  >  and  I  S47  ; 
Rc\  .  ill  l  uilil.  I S4S  ;  l\c\  .  A.  hiiulh,  i  S41;  ami  iS^u, 
Ur\.  I  liihhard  I'.astinaii,  iS^i  ami  i-^^^J;  Kca.  1..  1>  I  l-'pLins, 
1S53;  Rc\ .  J.  A.  Shcrinan,  1S54  aiul  i.>33;  Rt\.  W  .  Spiiu  cr. 
1856.1111!  1S57;  Rc\.  \\  l)al\'.  iS^S  ami  lS5<;  ;  Rc\.  11.  I. 
I'oiTcst.  IS()C^  ami  lS()i  ;  Row  l)iinii>  \\\11.^.  lS^)_'  ami  iSo^; 
Rc\.  Joseph  ICnwri^ht.  lS()4;  Rc\ .  Sinu ( >ii  Spi  iuci .  iSo^;  R».\ 
I..  I  )ickiiist)n.  |S()<);  Rev.  \.  \\  .  \\  il»K  r.  iSoj.  iS(.S  ami  iSoi;; 
RtA  .  J.  1 1.  ( ia\'l<»ril.  1S70,  1S71  ami  \  2  ;  Rl\.  Leonard  Di.dd. 
iS/^aiul  1S74;  Rc\.(i.  I'\  RiuKKy.  1S73  and  1.^70;  Rc\.  1.. 
\\.  Roikwcll.  1S77.  1S7S  and  \^J^)\  Re\.  J.  Ilaniilton.  1  SSo, 
iSSland  1SS2;  Re\.  11.  1\  l'.  .11  c-^t.  I SS^  and  I SS4  ;  Re\.  (. 
I'  ,  .\l  nl^.  iSS^and  I SS6 ;  Rc\ .  V  I"..  Sar-c  iit.  I SS7  ;  Rev.  1. 
V.  'I'licker.  iSSS.  |SS«)  and  I  Sou,  and  i-.  llu-  pre-^c  nt  pastor.  1  he 
folh>N\in^  loeal  preaehers  ha\el)een  licenseil  b\  the  W  ilininL^lon 
(Jiiarterl)  C Onferenee:  lleiir)"  lloil-^e>.  Reuben  I  iillni,'.  l)ain*.  l 
Avery,  l.\inan  \\  hiln^  \  .  Mosis  .Sjuneer.  Srlh  Ross  anti  WalLui- 
I  >.  .Spc  lu  er 

*' /erah  (  «»ll)iirn.  who  was  .il  «»m  imu  pallor  m  \\  ilnnni;h)n, 
was  the  famous  niatheinalical  prodi;.^\  .  In  box  Imod  he  was  ex- 
hibited belore  the  nnbilit)-  (•!  l'.un)pe  W  hen  st  \  en  \  eai  s  ol  .iL;r 
he  solved,  mentall)  ,  the  follow  ing  problem.  '  I  low  man\  steps 
must  be  taken  in  tra\elin^  si.xt)'  li\f  miles,  allow  in.;  three  ki  t  to 
the  step?*  and  i;a\e  a  eorreiH  repl\'  in  ten  second^.  At  the  same 
aL;e  he  obtainid  m  the  ^anu-  manner  a  eoi  reel  s.  ihition  ol  the 
following:  *  Mow  man\'  da)  s  and  hours  sinee  Christ's  birth?" 
recjuirini;  for  the  operati<ni  but  twenl\'  seioiuls." 

The  stew. nils  of  this  ehureh  at  tiie  i)resent  time  are  ( ieori'e 
Rose.  C.  1).  Speneer.        II.  .\ldnrh.  l..   .M.   I  la\ nes.  Sarah  ! 
Ihssell.  Schu\  ler  Ware.  William  H.  Haskell.  Mar\  b..  Mor-aii, 
C'haunee)'  C  ushman.  Carrie  Iv  Cushman.  Ilorti  iisia  llarris.  and 
.\rlhur  1'..  Speiieer. 

I  desire  t»>  aeknowledi^e  m\'  indrbtic hu  ss  t«»  tlu-  Ri\.  1..  1*. 
I'ueker  for  information  reeeixed  relali\elM  the  Milhodist  Crunch 
in  this  town,  especiall)'  that  pertainiiv.^  to  its  iarl\  hislor)-. 

Universalism  was  prob.ibl\-  thst  piibliel)'  i>ronuilL, .ited  in  this 
town  b\'  Rev.  Mollis  .Samson  durini;  his  p.istorate  oxer  the  Con- 
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j^rc^atioiial  (.luircli.  It  is  saiil  llial  lu-  j)rrai  hcd  llnw  M  i  llions 
tlistin(?li\'Ll\'  Ihiivcisalisi  in  seiUinuiU.  and  asa  n  MisccjUi.  iicc  lost 
liis  |)()sili»)n.  lie  was  Sijuii  alter  n.c\i\«.(l  iiilo  ilic  Icliow.ship  of 
tlic  I'liix crsalist  Cluircli  in  Llarcmoiit,  N    il  Jolm  I'lilsilcr 

Used  l(»  proclaim  iIk-  doctrine  of  iinixci.sal  saKalioii  lo  attentiw 
hearers  in  Masonic  liall  on  the  ohi  hill  i  )r.  A.  L.  I'ettee  is 
saiil  to  have  preaciieil  there,  as  also  did  Rev.  S.  1'.  >kiniu  r,  wlioni 
I)r.  Puisifer  persuadeil  to  stud)'  for  the  ministry. 

'ilk  I  ni\cisalist  church  w.is  oi^ani/ed  here  ahtiul  lhe)e-.ir 
I.S30,  anil  the  Rev.  W'.irnn  Skinner  came  an»l  lal)ored  with  those 
»>1  that  faith,  a  lar«;e  share  of  the  tinu-.  uiuil  lu-  w.is  succeedeil 
Rev.  W  illi. im  S.  Hallou  in  iS  :;2. 

ill  I  v|  the  Rr\.  Ilosea  1'.  H.illou  who  icsidrd  in  W  li  ilinL;h.im . 
was  cn^aj^cd  to  preach  lor  them,  ami  he  continual  his  l.ihoi  s  .it 
regular  stated  interxals  until  tlu-  Re\ .  J.mh  s  \\  .  |).iile)  u.is  se  t 
lleil  in  1S4:;.  DuriiVj^  the  mini^tr.itions  . .1  ilu-  l\e\.  Il»»se.i  W 
haliou,  the  society  i-recleil  lluir  |nest  iU  tliuic  li  eililice.  .iiul  it 
w.is  deilic.ited  December  ^Isl,  I'S^^.  1  heiewilh  .ippend  a  list  of 
the  cler^)  inen  w  ith  their  terms  of  si  r\  ,  .»  f.n  is  I  h.i\  i-  been 
able  to  j)rocure  them. 

Rev.  J. mil  s  W.  Hailev  from  1  S4  ^  lo  i^^^n  incliisixe      In  iS^o 
and  liS^i  they  hail  no  settled  pastor,  but  the  j)ulpit  w.is  siipj)lied 
ne.iil)'  all  the  time  l)\'  clergymen  from  ouIskU  .     Ri  \.  ()i  iin  I'l  1 
kins  in  iS:;2  and  iSj^^  .uul  p.ut  of  iS;.j.         .  Jeremiah  (iiKoid 
ill  I  S5  5  .md  1  S5(>. 

In  the  ^prini;  of  1S57,  Re\.  Ilosea  1\  Halloii  w.is  si  tiled  o\ei 
the  church  and  sociity.  came  lurre  to  reside,  and  continued  as 
its  pastor  until  iSjj,  when  l)\'  reason  ol  ill  he.illli  and  his  .ul- 
vanccd  a^c,  he  retired  from  the  active  minisir\  .  lie  tontinued 
his  residence  in  this  town  beloved  \)y  .ill  who  knew  him.  and  dud 
Ma>'  20.  18S1.  a*.(eil  S2  years.  Another  has  written  ol  him  as 
follow  s  : 

"  Xo  W'ilmin^tonian  was  ever  held  in  more  genuine  esteem 
than  this  lamented  gentleman.  Iiieverv  home  his  ilistin^^uisheti, 
blameless  life  is  enshrined  in  the  hearts  of  .ill  who  love  nobility 
ot  cliara(R:er.  and  slill  hold  fast  lo  manhood's  bi  <i  ir.iils.  Al- 
thoii<^li  adhering;   w  ith   uiisw c:rv  ini;  Ink  litv  lo  his  chosen  failh, 
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Uni\'crs;ilisni.  lu-  inini;lc(l  witli  c\c'i)'  si-ct  and  ciccil,  aiul  his 
bcaiin;^'  was  iu)lal)l)'  catluilic  lo  all.  l)iiriii^  his  h)n^  iniiiislr\', 
of  some  iortN  -fuc  )  cars.  he  atlciulLcl  fiom  Iwciit)'  tu  sc\ ciU)  -t\\  o 
funerals  a  vcav  in  iiuut  than  Iwt  iil)  luw  ns.  and  in  «i^^i«-'L;'itc' 
l)rt>l)al)l\'  as  mail)'  as  sixteen  lunuhed.  1  h-  j)i eac  hed  a  .serni< »n 
at  full)'  nineteen-twentielhs  ut"  that  nuniher.  It  i>  estimated  thai 
he  nu-antime  oltKiateil  .it  si\  lunhht  d  widdin^s.  jjis  pliNsieai 
aeti\it\  kej)l  .ipace  with  his  nu  ntai  tai  uitiis,  and  Ixith  make  a 
record  of  uscfuhiess  which  his  mullitudt  ul  aenu.imtaiues  .iiul 
associates  ma)'  ever  refer  to  v\  ith  pruie  ami  supreme  satislaetiun. 
llis  valued  and  exceptional  lile  co\ercd  the  oceup.itions  of  far- 
mer, trader  ami  cler^)-man.  and  h» >.i< m .ihU  laljur  in  tiliur  ikparl- 
meiits  of  lifi'.  in  all  <«r  whiih  lu-  (.li.spla)'eil  manlLuul'-,  liisi 
(jualification.  indusii  \  .  lie  was  W'hitinj^ham's  luwn  Clerk  t»>i 
sesenteen  N'ears  ;  a  Jusiiee  »)!  tlu-  l\-ace  hn  Imirlei  n  \  i  ars  ;  a 
Mrmher  »»!  thr  1  .ei;islature  loi"  two  terms,  and  ol  the  St.ile  con- 
stitutional Convention  for  three  septenarics  IK  was  Supi  rin- 
teiulent  of  Si  hools  l\vent)'-onc  )ears,  and  with  all  his  \aiious 
cares  ami  duties,  brought  up  a  larL;r  kinnl\  to  us<.luli;ess.  lo 
the  N'outh  of  the  land.  I'allui  H.ilh»u's  life  offers  an  example, 
anil  enforces  man)-  precej)ts,  which,  if  tollowed,  would  surclx' 
brin^  an  ahundant  rewanl  of  usefulness." 

Ihi  II  folk  »w  ed  the  ke\.  |.  1"..  l>a\enpoii  in  iSjzand  i'^7.^; 
l\e\  William  N.  Ikuher  lioin  \  l"  i  SS^  nu  liisi\<  ;  l\e\  .  1. 
n.  r.  fisher  in  i  SS4  ;  l<e\ .  k.  1'..  (,.  Kussell  in  1SS5;  in  iSSf) 
and  I  SS7  the  |)ulpit  hail  oiilv  .m  occasion. d  su])pl)-,  principall) 
l)\  a  l\e\.  Mr.  fondinsoii  ;  in  iSSS  l\e\.  1",.  W.  Tierce  became 
their  pastor,  and  is  still  with  tlu.ni. 

AmoULj  the  man)',  now  deceased,  w  ho  hax  eheeii  piomineiUl) 
identified  with  this  church  in  the  past.  ma\  he  named  Richard 
Waste,  kdi  Waste.  Lanc\  I'oibes,  X'oliu)  h'orhes,  hMaxius  1. 
l'\)rhes.  .\dn.i  H.  C  hilds,  Willi. im  C  hild-.,  lliram  Haskell,  Lew  is 
I-amb,  Isr.'iel  Law  ton.  James  Law  ton.  Jeremiah  Tarmelec^I'dial 
Crosb)',  Milo  R.  Cioslj)',  Ahi'.im  H« »\(1.  Stephen  Hoxd.  lames 
M.uinini;  Ho\  (l,  Dax  id  Hills,  l"./ra  ii.  I  handler,  Carle)'  Winche.s- 
ter,  Alon/.o  Titus,  iN.ith.m  W.  S.'ir^ent,  Ileman  Swift.  Horace 
Mellen,  and  HiMace  T.inner. 
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1  Iccl  that  I  ou'^ht  not  U>  cl»)?>c  thi.s  p(irti«>n  ol  iu\'  adtlrcss 
lia\iii^  rcldciicf  t«)  the  rchi^ious  societies,  without  niakiiiL;  lioii- 
•  •lahle  ineiitiuu  ol  tlic  l<e\.  ()iij4eii  Smith,  uhn  i-  ahiu >st  a 
hle-k)nj^  service  U)  the  cause  <»t  his  l.oiil  auil  Master. 

The  Rev.  Ori^eii  Smith  was  Ixnii  in  thi>  town  April  9,  iSij. 
II*.  \\a^  the  son  of  A/or  Snntli  ,  his  ^randtatlu-r,  Medail  Snnlh, 
wa^oneol  the  eail\  ^ettU  is  ui  \\  ihninL^l. m,  and  <..inu-  here  at 
ihe  a^e  ol  iS  )e.irs,  «;uiiieil  b)'  niaiUeil  tnes.  tarr)  in|;  a  bushel 
«•!  meal  anti  a  fiM'-pail  iron  kettle  upon  hi^  back,  from  C'ole- 
rain*.-,  M.i^s. 

Ik  unitid  with  tlu-  hapli^t  C  huieh  lu  rr  No\ember  1  ^  i'"^.^'. 
and  licen>>eil  U>  preach  September   1,  1 vv     '      ^^•''»  * 

ilained  as  an  h".\  au'^^elist  Ma)'  17,  itSj/.  .m»l  (oi  .se\cn  \ears 
servcil  .IS  a  Mis>ion.u)  to  the  Isles  of  ShoaU.  undi;r  tlu-  palri)n- 
aije  ol  the  societN'.for  '*  l*ropa^atin^  Relii;i»)u-  K  now  h  ilL;e  amon^ 
the  American  Indians  and  others." 

Jul\-  6.  I  S3  J,  he  became  the  pastor  of  tlu  H.ipli^l  thurch  in 
1  ..i-^t  1  )o\t.  I ,  anil  continued  w  ilh  tin  ni  o\  c  r  tuenl\  )  ears,  residin<^ 
ilnrini;  all  thi.>>  time  in  W  ilmington,  where  for  sew  nteen  \  ear^  he 
was  en^a^eil  in  the  dru;4  and  stationer)  bu^ine^^  Apiil  1.  iS;^. 
ne  lommenceil  |)reachin^  in  (luiin)rd.  \'l  .  and  was  ihe  j)astor  oi 
its  Haptist  C  hurch  lor  six  \e.ii>.  l)urinL;  the  >ucceeilin|^  lour 
\ears.  he  war.  pastor  of  the  liaptist  Church  111  W  liihnj^ham,  \'t. 

Ma)  II.  liS^7.he  m.irried  iiet.^ey,  dau<;ht(.  r  d  l\i  \ .  Mans- 
field Bruce,  who  ilied  here  (  )ctol)t  r  .\.  iSSj.  March  2^),  iSS:^, 
1r  removed  from  this  town  to  Hratllebon ».  and  made  hi.^  home 
with  his  onl)  son  Iren.eus  (  ).  I'.  Smith,  continmnL^  his  labors  as 
a  pre.icher  of  the  gospel  at  t  iuillonl  .md  other  pl.ices  until  his 
decease  l)eceml)er  J  1st,  1  MS4. 

()rin:K  Soc;ii.i  ii..s  and   1  n> i  i  i  i  i  k  >n.s. 
M.\.">( 

June  I.  lSi5.a  charter  for  a  lod^e  i)f  i'ree  and  \cce])ted 
Masons,  w'a.s  issued  b)'  J«»hn  ("hipman.  Mo^i  \\'orshi|>lul  (ir.md 
M.ister  of  Vermont,  to  \)v  deiiominati d  Social  I.od!_;e.  No.  v"^. 
and  located  at  Wilmington. 

Its  first  officers  were  Jairus  Hall,  \\  .  M.;  Jesse  Swift,  S.  W'.; 
l.dniuiid  Li\ermore.  J.  W John  Roberts.  Secretar)', 
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It  Continued  in  a  prosperous  coiuliiion  milil  tlu-  .inti-niasonic 
excitement  became  so  intense  ami  hitler  iliai  ii  cIumcI  its  lal)ors, 
and  ceaseii  to  exist  al)t)ut  the  \'ear  i  S^o 

It  u.is  reeliarureil  h\  I'hihj)  (  .  1  urhcr,  M.  W  .  (hanil  ,\histcr. 
under  .lutiioril)  »>!  the  (irand  Lotlu;*.  ,  |anuar\  i  iSc*;*  Its 
fust  ofTK•er>^  We  re  Achia  H.  C'hiKU.  W  M.;  Janies  l^awton.  S.  \\  ; 
Iknian  Swill.  J.  W  .;  JauKs  l.a\\l»»ii.  h\a-^urer.  A  Iv  (  liiKU, 
Secretary.  Since  whic  h  liuu-  the  lolhusinL;  |)t.'rs(»Ms  have  served 
as  Worshipful  Mailer:  Charles  N.  I  )a\ en|)orl,  l  S5S  antl  l<S()4; 
A.  L.  IVlier.  I  S39  and*  1  S()i  ;  KiiiredL;*--  llaskins.  iS()0;  Janics 
Talhol  in  l.S()j;  W'in^lou  S.  .M\ers.  iS()^;  C  harle•^  C.  Ilaski  II. 
i.S()5.  I  S()7,  I  SoS  and  iSCaj,  Daniel  M.  liivnil,  iSi.o;  llavius  J. 
Swift.  1S70,  1S71,  1S72.  187^  ami  iS;:^,  Alh.ri  M.  Johnson. 
i«'^74.  i«7<'),  \><77,  \^7^.  i.SS5and  iSSo.  )  H^i'i)-  Kidvler.  iS;^ 
and  iSSo;  Chandler  M.  KussiH.  i.SSi.  1  SS  j  and  I  SS<;  ;  h.hner 
J.  litus.  and  I SS4  ,  Al-er  W.  Uui:.  1  .SS7  ;  J..hn  K    Ihn  II. 

I'^SS;  Steplien   r   l>i\«np«»rt,   I  S(>(.>. 

oi>i)   I  r.i.i  (»\\^ 

In  1S47  .Social  1  .odt;e-  No.  7.  ..f  llu  I  in  U|  xiideul  <  )r(  Ui  i  >!  Odd 
I''elh)ws  was  inslituted  here  anil  Cv>nlinueil  l«)  llouri.-h  lor  .1  lew 
years,  and  until  two  or  three  of  its  numbers,  for  some  reason, 
became  dissatisfied  with  its  workings  and  iinderiMok  an  e\i)«)se 
of  the  srcrcl^  '»f  the  (  )rtler.  1  lu  ir  c»»nduel  in  this  bchall  was 
the  occasion  »»f  L;ieat  l»»cal  excilemenl  which  so<»n  became  wide- 
spread. .\  new  sp.iper  called"  riu- (Inen  M<»unlain  I'.a^leaiul  l"-\en 
b\llows  da/e'lte"  was  published  here  foi  one  )'e.ii  Immu  l  ei)rii.ir) 
9,  1S50,  the  dak-  of  its  hrst  issue.  (  )ne  1'..  iV  l\ollins  was  its 
I'.ilitor  and  Publisher,  and  he  diAoted  his  linu  and  encrL;ies  and 
the  colunnis  of  his  newspai)c  r  to  tlu  e\p«iMii..ii  ol  the  secrets  of 
(  )tld  h"ello\\  ship,  Masoin  )  .  1  he  .Son>  ol  l  einperance,  aiul  other 
kinilred  societies,  toL^ether  with  the  terrible  effects  that  xsould 
ine\  it.ibU-  result  to  societ)  in  paiticular  and  the  Slate  in  <^eneral 
il  permitted  to  exist.  .As  the  resuil  of  ihis  warfare  atul  the  in- 
tense leeliu'j.;  .uul  excite  nienl  enL;endi  i  i  d.  the  Lod|^e'  here  surre  n- 
dereil  its  charter  anel  disbanded  l>».^.i.iber  J9,  IS55-  Odd 
I'V'llowship.  iu>wever,  still  sur\  i\  es.  and  has  ^one  on  increasing 
in  numbers  and  strength  both  in  this  Slate  and  llu-  United  States 
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iiiilil  il  lias  taken  pnsilii)n  in  iIk-  lituil  rank  witli  t»llu  r  L;r<.at 
|)liikuUln"oj)ic  ami  l h.iiilahlc  inslilulitius  i/|  Uk-  woild.  llic 
iiu»Un  which  was  printed  at  the  head  ul  ilu  eolnnnis  ol  this 
^h<ut  li\eil  newspapei'  was  as  tolhnvs: 

"  Here  shall  the  Press  tile  iVojjles'  ii-hls  maintain, 
I'nawed  1)\  teri(»r,  .mil  unbiihed  l)\  i;ain. 
Ilere  j)alri()t  1 1  ulh  her  ^U>rii>us  prv  eepl.s  draw  : 
i'leil^ed  In  Reli^^ii)n,  Libert)'  anil  Law  " 
1  he  motto  is  ^dixLuuI  so  is  the  sentiment  ;  hut  howi  vi  r  nohk 
nia)'  he  il.'  pi i  tenlit )n>  it  was  l»)n«^  a«j;»>  iully  e\emj>lilii  d  th.il  a 
m  wspaper  cannot  well  li\e  ami  lhri\e  iipuii  "  h« »1  )l)ie.s  '  alone. 

DI  l.KI  li:i.l>   V.M  Ll.V  IIMI^. 

In  |S8S  a  second  new  spaf)er  was  estahlisheil  here  1)\  the 
name  of  "J)eerhelil  V'alle)-  rime> "  «»l  which  (  ).  11.  Jones, 
l'.M|..  i.->  the  present  ))ublisher.  l'erh»ip.s  no  one  e■^t.lhli.^hment  is 
o|  mori' advant.ii^e  to  .i  communit)'  than  that  of  a  newspapei 
A  nrw>>paj)er  in  .i  \  illaL;eil  properl)  iomhicl«d  advances  the  m 
lerests  of  all  trades,  professions  and  c.illinL;^.  1)>  ihawnii;  to  ils 
\icinit)'  much  business  that  wouUl  olherwi-.e  be  diverted  iiilo 
other  channels  ;  ami  l)y  ^i\  in^  prominence  and  notoriel\  abroad 
to  the  business  capabilities  and  other  a< K  ant. i^es  ol  il>  lt»wn  .iiul 
\  ill.ii;e.  I  iiave  read  tile  paper  of  w  hich  I  am  si)e.ikin^,  .mici 
il^  lii-^l  pul)lication,  with  much  interest  .md  deliL;hl.  lo  the 
lt)rmer  residents  of  the  town,  now  far  n.nioved.  il  mu^l  be  a 
wilc(»me  weekl)'  \  isitor.  iiotii  residents  and  iionre^idi  nl^  w  h«i 
li.i\e  the  best  interests  and  future  prosperit)  of  this  town  still 
1)  in;4  ne.ir  tlieir  lu.irts  ouL^ht  to  L;i\e  this  iie\\s|).iper  a  ^eiieious 
.mil  heart)'  su|)poit 

lili:   \VILMIN(.1<)N    .^.\\I.M.>  ll.\NK. 

This  bank  was  incorporated  by  an  uti  of  the  Le^iskiture, 
approveil  No\eml)er  30,  with  the  following  incorporaters  : 

Israel  Lawton,  C.  T.  Alvord.  Adna  Ik  Child.,  llosca  I'.  Ikilloii 
of  \\'liitinL;h.uii,  Laban  Jones  of  Dover,  l)aniel  Carpenter  of 
Readsboro,  ha  Adams  of  Marlboro,  Klca/.ar  (iorliam,  Jr.,  V'ol-^ 
ney  I'orbes,  Da\iil  l^ills,  Isr.iel  na)'ncs,  (leor^e  I'Ox,  Horace 
1  Iastin;4s,  Arvine  Bo)'il,  Justus  11.  l)i.\,  W'.uren  Ho)(l.  Horace 
1  aimer,  Stei)hen  1'.  I'Mai^i;,  and  (  ).^car  L.  Sh.ifler.  ()f  this  number 
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oiil)'  six  arc  iu>u  li\in|4 — L'.  1.  Al\t)ril.  I.ka/.ir  (lorli.ini.  AiA'iiK- 
Huyil.  J.  II.  1  W  arren  Im»\  iI.  ami  I  li)ran.-  I  la^liML;s  nnUKf 
Haverhill,  Mass.  Al  its  i>r|^ani/ali« >ii  ()sLar  1 ShaUcr  was 
chosen  iVcsidcnt  aiul  Slcphiii  I'  I  I. il;^  Ircasiutr.  l  lu-  hisl 
tlcjM)sit()r  was  Miss  Sarah  1).  i.auion  (now  Mr^.  B  11.  Adams  ol 
liruuklyn.  N.   \'.)  March    14.  ihc  anioiinl  hcini;  llu 

sccoml  ilcj)t»siti)r  was  Rulus  (i.  liuwkcr  ol  >luon  the  s.inic  ilalc. 
On  the  removal  of  Mr.  Shaflci  to  C  alilornia  Laban  Joiics  was 
eleifled  President  ami  served  lor  scxci.il  )».'ars.  lie  was  suc- 
ceeded l>v  A.  H.  C  lnhU  who  scr\cil  a  iuinii)er  ol  \e.irs.ind  tiun 
was  sncceeikil  h)  I  losea  l'\  l>alh)n  w  ho  ser\i-d  until  his  di  ath. 
1".  L.  h^dler  of  W  hitin^hani  w.is  then  eleiHed  ami  has  since 
served  in  that  capacil)'.  1  he  1  reasurers  since  the-  di-.ilh  «•!  .Mr 
I'la^^  have  been  MIea/er  I..  W  alirnian,  Milo  K.  Lrn^by.  Nathan 
W.  Siir^ent.  Ilosea  Mann.  Jr..  ami  I..  A.  Willanl,  Jr  .  who  m-w 
fills  that  office.  l''or  a  nunibei  nl  years  llu.  L^rowth  i»l  the  bank 
was  sK)w,.ind  nt)l  unld  iS(»3  did  ils  deposits  bcL^in  l.ir|;ilv  to 
increase.  Since  that  time  the  institution  has  c«»ntinm  il  l(»  H  amuli 
and  has  had  an  .imui.il  ^rowlh  almost  phenomenal.  July  i^i. 
1890,  its  deposits  amounteil  to  m  arl)  S4U0.0(K)  w  ith  .1  suri)lus 
and  resi-rve  fuml  amounting  tt»  about  S^^.OOO  more,  it  ou;^lit 
to  be  a  s«>urce  of  ^reat  pride  tt»  the  pe»jple  of  this  vicinitv  that 
there  is  in  this  small  country  tow  n  a  monev  ed  instiUiti«ni  <>!  sucii 
streni^th  and  sulidit\  . 

I'oMOl  KICLS  .\M>    I'o-^IM  Vsl  I.K>. 

In  March  17S4.  an  a»ft  establishini;  j)ostoffices  in  this  State 
was  passed  l)\  the  (ieneral  Assemb)'  and  concurre<l  in  1)\'  the 
Council,  and  .Xnthonv  llaswcll  «»f  HeninnL;l<>n  \wis  bv'  resolve- 
appoinleil  Postmaster  (ieneral  within  and  tor  the  .State  of  \\:\- 
mont.  Subsecjuentl)',  i)ost(jffices  were  establishetl  at  Bennington, 
Rutland,  Hrattleborou^h,  Windsor,  anti  Newbury,  and  although 
the  a(5l  of  17S4  and  tine  subse(|uentl)-  j)as>.ed  in  I  7.S7  prov  idi d 
for  the  establishment  of  other  offices  in  dilTerent  parts  of  the 
State,  yet  it  is  (juite  conclusiv el)'  setlletl  that  the  fi\e  V\!)ove 
named  were  the  onl)  offices  established  in  Vermont  until  after 
its  adniissi»)n  into  the  Union  in  17'yu.  June  1,  1  792,  addition. d 
postoffices  were  established  and  opened  under  the  authorit)'  of 
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(\)ni;i\-s.s.  ill  M.inchcsU  r,  Wr^ciincs.  .iiul  Hui  liiiL^loii.  1  he  in 
h.iljit.mts  residing  within  tlic  ilth\Li\  »»t  ihr^c  oK'kcs  ;uu1  .iKmil; 
ihe  pu^l-rDiilcs  csl.ihh^hcil.  rccci\eil  .uul  luiwaiikil  ihiir  mail 
lhrt)U^h  pi»st-ri(lcrs  ulu)  ucrc  enij)h)\  cil  L\  ihe  aulhoiilics  lo 
riilc  the  post-routes  tlnou^h  the  ct)unli\  lifui  uftiee  toulVin.. 
The  |)ost-riiler  between  Hennint;lt»n  .md  lirallk  houuh^h  was  it* 
\k  j)ai(l  three  j)eiK i  .  ami  .ill  other  i)osl-riiler>  two  pi  iice  pei  mile 
'•  in  h.iril  nione)'  ortlers  or  hanl  nioni  )  ,'"  ami  ni  .nUlition  to  their 
nnlea^e  fees,  they  had  the  exclusise  rij^lu  ol  carriage,  and  were' 
l»)  receix'c  and  enjoy  tiie  atKanta'^^e  ni  the  lees  ari.^ini;  from  the 
c.uriai^e  of  letti-rs  ami  p.ieket^.  of  eM-r\  l.nul.  and  the  rale  o) 
|)«»>ta^e  was  to  l)e  tlie  .>>anie  as  in  the  I'mied  Males  Ser\ ice. 
Meagre  as  this  sim  \  ice  was  as  estal)lisln-d  and  cai  rieil  on  untler 
Slate  authorit)',  s  et  .liter  it  h.id  |>assed  mnk  i  the  t  »>nlrol  ol  ihe 
(ieneral  (joveniment  it  hardl\  kept  |>a«.e  \\  \\\\  the  di  in.ind>  ol  ihe 
increa^ini;  popukitit»n.  A  po>t««Hice  wa.^  e^tahli^lu d  in  \\  ilmin*^- 
It'll,  .111(1  I))  thai  n.ime,  l.iU-  in  tlu  )e.ir  iSoo.  I  herewilh  ^;i\e  .i 
li^l  ol  llu  |)<  »slm.istci  s  and  the  daU-  itl  iheii  ii>pieli\i  api^tnnl- 
iiients  : 


Idijah  ICaston. 

appointed 

Jail)  . 

1  . 

1  So  I 

AK  .m  Tohe)'. 

July 

1  . 

1  S04 

S.muiel  rhom|)son. 

April 

1  . 

1  S  11 

Jaiiii->  1  kill. 

•  • 

Mart 

h  N. 

1  Sju 

1 1  iimphre)'  Mi  lk  n, 

Dec 

1  S2(J 

l.l)hr.iini  Tyler. 

l-eb. 

-5. 

I  SJ2 

rc-.ippoinled 

Mar. 

h  .Kk 

1  S  J(; 

Adna  IV  Childs. 

appointed 

Apri 

IS^I 

reappt  »inted 

April 

2i), 

l  .stes  C  Sar«;ent. 

.ippoinled 

J  line 

5- 

1S4I 

Adna  Ik  Childs, 

jMly 

18.45 

k.stes  C  Sari^^ent. 

J  une 

9' 

I  <S49 

Warren  Hojil, 

«• 

Jan 

Adn.i  H.  Cliilds. 

-V. 

Lucius  Walker, 

July 

20, 

1S64 

Wells  1'.  Jones. 

•  ( 

Nov. 

K), 

I  <sr)S 

Orrin  ().  Ware, 

Au^ 

1 S69 

John  L.  kike, 

«< 

Sept. 

7. 

W'lI.MINt.  K  )N    Ul  I'MON. 


ImiicsI  1'.  I'lkc,                  aj)|j( tiiUcd 

IVb. 

2S.  iSSS 

M  ihs  K.i^c  1 ).  1 

J 

i,ly 

7.  1S89 

In   1 SS4  a  scCiMivl  ])()Stc)lticc  was 

estal)h->hed 

in  tow  n  b\  the 

11. line  ol  **  I'/ist  W  ilniiii^lini '  aiul  li.is  1 

I. id  |)o^lmasle^^ 

IS  t(  )llow  s  : 

I  raiik  \'\.  iiarnar^l,  appoiiitcil 

I'eb. 

24.  1SS4 

.Ml-^>  Mallic  M.  C  liaiullcr. 

N 

o\  . 

30.  lSS<) 

1  AW  \  I  10 

I  lii^  Imvn  iRAci    luriiishcil  a  luii<j,;i  iiial   luniu  !<> 

1  the  i)elti 

f(j«^^cr.     l)u:  I  \  ciitiirc  llic  assertion  111. it  iiol  aiiul 

ler  I 

)\\  n  in  the 

cuiiiUr)  ,  w  illi  a  |)i»inilalu»ii  at  no  pii  ii. 

1  exti  cilinu;  *>ik  llioiisaiul 

Iniir  liun'Jrcil  aiul  tu cnt)  -iour,  li.is  scut  loilh  ><• 

nian\  j)ersons, 

eilucatcil  witlnii  liri  holders.  i»>r  the 

practice  ol 

the 

l.iw  as  has 

Wiliiiin'^toii.     I  do  iioi  iman  lo  be 

understood 

as  > 

pe.ikini;  of 

tln»se,  oiil)  ,  uln»  were  l)t»rn  liert , 

i   aho  iiielmk 

.ill  those 

ulio  receivcil  liieir  Ic^al  traiiiiii;;  auil 

education 

hen. 

,  and  ha\  e 

l^one  lurlh  intt)  tliHercnt  parts  of  tlu 

Ci>unli\  I 

1  pi. 

ictice  tin  11' 

I)rt)lcssiv»n  or  .idorii  the  hciich.     1  «;i\e  ihv  ir  names  in  tlie  miler 

«'t  ihi  ii  aihni^Mon  lo  the  har  ol  iliis  i 

•  Mint y.  and 

.in*  ; 

IS  lollow s  : 

1  h«)nia^  hacon,  adinittid 

Die. 

r 

erm,  I7«)9 

Levi  l-ield. 

1  S 1  ( > 

(  )>var  L.  Shalter. 

April 

iS;,S 

Martin  liall«)U. 

Lew  i?>  Sniilli,  ** 

Si|)t. 

|S.|0 

Nathaniel  li.  Ihill. 

April 

IS4S 

W  illard  Stark. 

(« 

<«  (t 

Slephi  11  1'.  1  la^^. 

Sept. 

IS50 

S.  R.  I  lenienwa)'. 

April 

IS52 

C  harles  N.  I  )a\eni)<»rt. 

IS54 

lienjamin  1 ,.  Know  lion, 

1  lor.itio  \.  1  hx. 

Sept. 

luhnunil  M.  I'orhes. 

April 

'*  IS35 

Mark  W  arren.  ** 

It                 t  < 

I'Vancis  M.  Crosby,  ** 

<< 

Winslow'  S.  Myers. 

i* 

Kittred^e  Mask  ins,  " 

tt 

1S5.S 

James  M.  T)  ler, 

St-pt. 

1 860 

I'.leazer  L.  Waterman, 

1 863 

1 
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William  H.  Smith,  atlmittcd  April         "       i  S64 

Asaph  V.  Childs, 

John  II.  I'la^rg,  Sept. 

Stephen  1.  l)a\cni)c)rt,  '*  .\j.ril         "       1 S67 

Oscar  K.  HuttLrficKJ. 

A.  Augustine  lUitterfieKl. 

Henry  l\ 

(jei)rgc  W.  1  )a\ en|)«>rt,  '  *•  *'  ** 

C  harles  V.  " 

Miigai  II.  I)a\  enp()rl,  "  Si  **       1 S7 1 

Ili.ward  \\  WolcDtt,  *'  .\pril         "       I S76 

Milton  A.  (iooilnow,  "  Sept.         "      1 '^79 

Dexter  I..  Stone. 

Kdelheil  J.  lemple.  M.ireh       "  iSSi 

Ilose.i  Mann,  Jr.,  **  *'  i<SS2 

llerficrt  J.  1  )avenp(>rt,       '      "  Sei)t.         "  i<SS3 

Jt)hn  v.  Ilallot  I^enningtoM.  Ilii.un  .M  l)iikinsi»n,  I'lluard 
V.  Chillis  anti  C  harles  ra)  lor  of  W  ilmin;.;t»>M.  .iiul  J.inu  s  K. 
Hatchelder  of  Arlingt»ni,  pursued  their  Ic^.il  studies  lor  .1  while 
in  this  tt)u  n,  and  pc  i  hai)s  others  w  liose  names  I  have  not  been 
.ihle  to  recall.  llenr\  1).  Whitney,  a  native  of  Wilmington,  was 
admitted  as  an  attorne)'  in  C  h.ittanooga,  l  enn.,  durini;  the 
j)ast  year. 

Neither  should  it  he  for'^otteii  that  Charles  K.  I'"ield  <»r  Ni  u- 
fane.  who  was  ailmitted  to  the  l)ar  <»f  this  C(.unt\'  at  the  Septem- 
her  term,  1S25,  settled  here  in  iSjS,  and  u  iiioMil  hack  to 
Xewfane  in  1839.  lie  removed  to  Hrattkhoro  .\])ril  1,  iSTji, 
and  died  there  September  15,  I  SSS. 

I  ha\  e  been  un.ible  to  learn  an)  lliing  of  Tliomas  H.icon  w  ho 
was  the  first  settled  attorney  in  this  town.  Levi  I'ield  was  born 
in  Leverett,  Mass.,  in  1790,  was  educatetl  f(»r  the  ministry  but 
was  never  t)rdained.  He  read  law,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
this  County  as  before  stated,  practiced  his  piufession  here  and 
died  July  20.  1  820.  4 

Oscar  L.  Shafter  was  born  in  Athens,  Vt.,  October  19,  181  2. 
lie  was  a  son  of  the  Hon.  W^illiam  K.  Shafter  who  for  several 
years  was  one  of  the  Assistant  Judges  of  our  County  Court. 
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His  |)atcrn:il  ^randfrithcr  was  Jaiiics  Sliaricr.  a  soKlicr  of  llu- 
Revolution,  aiul  fought  at  l^iinkcr  I  lill.  Hcmiin|^l( 'ii.  and  Saraloi^a. 
lie  uas  i)rc|)arctl  for  coI1cl;c  .il  W'ilhialiani  AcatKni)  ami  L^iail- 
iialc-il  at  the  \\'cslc\an  l'ni\rrsit\-  in  iS:^4.  lie  read  law.  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1S3S  and  at  onee  settletl  in  this  town  and 
won  his  wav  to  the  trt)nt  rank  (»f  hi^  profession.  In  i)oliliL>  lu- 
earl)-  allied  hinisilf  to  the  l.ihert)  partN.whirh  atteiw.inls  be- 
came merged  in  the  h"rcc-Soil  part)  ami  subsetpientl)'  ni  the 
Republican  part)-.  lie  was  the  camlidate  of  the  okl  Libert) 
part)'  for  Repn  sent.itix  e  in  C  om^ress.  of  the  h  ri  e-Soil  part)'  ft>r 
(loxernor.  an<l  in  llu-  (all  ol  lS3  ^  narrow  1)-  escai)ed  an  eK\tu)n 
to  the  offiee  of  L^niteil  States  Sen.Uor  by  the  Legislature  of  \  er 
mont  In  1  S40  lu-  married  Miss  Sarah  Riddle  of  this  to\Mi  l)\ 
whom  he  had  ei;^ht  children.  >i\  of  whom  were  l)»)in  here,  and 
two  in  ( '.tlifi »rnia  l•^>ur.  three  ^irls  and  one  bo)  ,  ilii-d  in  this 
t»»wn  when  cpnte  )'«)un«^.  .md  four  ilau^hters  still  sur\i\e.  In 
the  fall  of  1S54  he  formed  a  coniuction  with  the  law  firm  of 
Hallcck.  Peachy.  Billin^^s  vS:  Tark  ..f  San  Lraneisci*.  C  al..  h  II 
home  about  the  middle  of  (  )i  tobc  r  and  ai  rix  t  d  in  S.m  h  r.meiseo 
NoNember  I  ^.  1S54.  lie  continued  in  the  practice  of  his  jiio- 
fession  w  ith  ^reat  success,  until  Januar)',  1  SC)4.  w  hen  he  tof)k  his 
scat  as  an  Associate  Justice  of  the  Sui)reme  Court  of  tli.il  State 
fn-  tin-  term  of  ten  years,  which  position  he  hekl  with  ^reat  cieilit 
to  himself  and  honor  to  the  State  until  Uecember,  1867,  when 
b)'  reason  of  ill  health  he  was  forced  to  resiu^n  and  ^i\e  up  all 
work  uh.itever.  lie  went  abroad,  hopiiv,;  the  c  han;.;e  would 
restori'  him  to  health  a^Min.  but  he  conliiuud  to  f.iil  both  in 
mind  .md  bod)',  and  died  at  hMorence.  Ital)',  Januar)'  22,  1.S73. 

Charles  N.  l)a\  eni)ort  w  .is  born  at  Leyden,  Mass..  ( )6lober 
20.  l.S^o,  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
town,  at  the  Shelburne  I^dls  (Mass.)  Academy,  and  the  Melrose 
Seminar)-  in  West  Hrattleboro.  He  commenced  the  stud)'  of 
the  law  in  the  office  of  Oscar  L.  Shaftirr  March  10,  1851,  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  Aj>ril,  1S54.  and  at  once  formed  a  copart- 
nership with  Mr.  Shafter,  which  conliiuied  until  November  10, 
1855,  when  it  was  dissolved,  in  conse(juence  of  the  decision  of 
Mr.  Shafter  to  remain  in  California.     lie  continued  here  in  tlu- 
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.k  ti\  c  practice  of  \u>,  |)i  ».)tcssi()ii  until  hi^  n  iiioval  to  lii  .itllcbori > 
111  March.  iS68,  where  he  fouiul  a  wulci  ru  UI  and  an  iiicre.isiii<^ 
ami  >till  greater  lal)i>rit)us  practice.  In  juiu  .  i  S-3,  clL>iriiiL;  to 
he  rehe\ecl  frDin  a  portion  tif  his  hir^el)'  increased  business  aiul 
I c>p( »nsil)ihties.  w  hich  e\en  then  were  overtasking  his  powers, 
h»»lh  menial  and  phxsical.  he  took  a  j)arlnrr.  |aiuiai\'  1,  iSSj. 
witli  .1  \  iew  of  re^ainin*^  his  health  which  had  hiconie  serioush' 
impaired  by  constant  api)hcation  aiul  imieniittm^  toil  in  the 
c.iuse  of  his  chents,  he  retiretl  alto;j[ether  (vi)\u  the  profession. 
IK  tlii-d  .Xjjril  I  J,  iSSj.  at  the  aj^e  (if  51  \  ears.  .\s  a  l.iw)er 
he  was  eminently  successful,  antl  tliat  he  wa>  a  faithful  custodian 
•  »f  the  interests  of  liis  clients  was  full)-  recognized  wlR  re\er  he 
was  known.  In  j><)litics  he  was  a  I  )emocrat.  and  could  not 
hrook  the  least  de\iati«>n  fiom  the  stiie  t  Lltei  ami  spirit  of  tin- 
Constitution.  He  never  sout^ht  for  m  c.ired  to  he  elected  to  an) 
i»ffice.  hut  tor  all  that  he  was  ambitious  t(»  become  a  recoi;iii/.ed 
leader  of  the  part)'  of  his  faith.  lit  was  a  delegate  in  the  Dem 
ociatic  National  Convention  of  l.S()S;  was  several  times  a  can- 
ditlate  of  the  Democracy  of  this  district  for  C'oiv^iess.  and  in 
1S65  and  iSf/jwasthe  cauihilate  of  ilu-  Democ  ratic  p.irt)'  of 
this  State  n>r  (iovernor.     I)ecembi  i    \2,  he  mariic-d  Miss 

Louisa  I  laynes  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  w  ho  bon-  him  si.\  chiKlren, 
loin-  »)f  whom  tiieil  )'oun^.  The  otlur  two.  Tharles  IL  Daven- 
port, the  L'ch'tor  and  Publisher  of  "  The  Windham  Lt-unt)' 
Keloi  nu  r,"  ami  1  L  rbc  rt  1  1  )a\  i  nporl.  a  law  )  i-i-  and  i)ri\  ale  banke  r 
of  Sioux  l^ills.  South  Dakota.  Mrs.  Daveni)ort  dieil  Sejitember 
)0,  I  S70.  He  w  .is  married  a  second  time  N»»v  ember  G,  1871,10 
Mrs.  l\o.\ana  J.  Dunklee  of  Brattlebt )ro.  who  deceased  Ma\ 
22,  iSSi. 

Stephen  1'.  I'lai^i;  was  l)orn  in  this  town  hVl^ruar)  20,  i8iu, 
aiul  alwa)'s  resided  here.  lie  married  Miss  Lucinda  Brown  of 
Whitin^ham,  Vt..  July  7,  1S30,  by  whom  he  had  six  children, 
four  of  w  hom  still  surv  ive.  ( )ne  died  w  hen  (phte  )'oun^,  the 
other.  L)-man  .\L  I'laij^,  died  at  North  Adams.  Mass..  >L't)-  f", 
iSS^).  l)f  tlie  living  J.imes  IL  is  eiv^ai^ed  in  the  business  of  a 
liv'er)'man  at  and  is  a  prominent  citi/en  ot  Noith  .\dams  ;  LJlen 
NL  married  \' .  \V.  I^iirbanks  now  of  Hrookl)n,  N.        John  If. 
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alsit  rcsiv.LS  '.n  l!ri)<.>kl)  ii  .iiul  is  a  succcssliil  la\\)'cr,  aiul  l*^ccl  A. 
is  cnj^a^c  1  in  the  insurance  business  in  New  \\»i  k  C'il\'.  Cien. 
Fla^L^,  as  he  was  f.uniharl)'  called,  re. id  law  with  Wnn.  Charles 
K.  I'^icKl  anJ  siilj>cquenll\-  with  llun.  U.  L.  Shafter,  anil  \^as  ail- 
initled  to  the  b  ir  mi  September,  1S3L).  lie  at  once  sccureil  a 
«^o«nl  jiracticj  in  his  proressit)n  and  heKl  hi^h  rank  anion^  his 
brethren,  lie  was  neither  an  ornamental  nor  attr.iL^ii\e  speaker, 
llis  views  were  expre^se(.l  in  a  clear,  concise,  ami  loicible  man- 
ner, and  w  ith  such  apparent  f.iirnes.s  that  he  w  ouhl  con\  ince, 
where  eltKjuence  mi^ht  have  failed.  llee.vcelled  in  his  prepara- 
tions anil  argument  of  questions  of  l.iw.  lie  newr  enJo)'ed 
excellent  healtli,  and  b)-  sonu-  he  was  thought  to  be  of  a  morose 
dispositio.i,  but  it  was  not  so.  lie  was  a  man  ot  w aim  and 
generous  imj)ulses,  with  a  fine  sense  i»)  the  humorous,  and 
carried  with  him  during  his  entire  life  a  ch.iracti  r  tor  honest)- 
and  inte^'rity  w  ithoul  a  blemish.  IK  rei)resi:nted  his  town  in 
the  Legislature  in  1X4.*^,  I S49,  iS()i.and  lS()j;  w.is  a  Senator 
in  i.S64anvl  1S05;  was  Tow  n  Clerk  Irom  iS^O  to  |S(^)S  iiulu- 
sive,  and  Treasurer  ot  the  W^ilmin^ton  >a\  in^s  Hank  bom  the 
date  of  its  organization  in  December,  1S53  to  his  death.  IK 
died  December  22,  ltS68.  His  wife  died  November  22,  1^57, 
and  he  was  married  a  second  time  to  Miss  lumice  Chapin  of 
Hern.iidston,  .Mass..  Jaiui.irv,  lS3(^.  who  .survived  him. 

It  woidd  be  presumptuous  in  me  to  write  of  those  now  living. 
Sulfice  it  sa>',  however,  that  two  uf  lhein,\  i/:  I  Ion.  I'^rancis  M. 
Crosby  has  been  for  man)'  )  ears  and  nt)\s  is  Jud;.;e  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court  for  the  h'irst  Judicial  District  of  the  State  of  Minne- 
sota, to  which  St.ite  he  emi^r.ited  in  the  sprin«^  of  iS3»S;  and 
lion.  James  M.  Tyler  is  one  of  the  Judi^es  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  this  State.  No  one  of  the  lou^  list  j^iven  has  ever 
brouL^ht  tliscredit  to  the  profession. 

l'H\SlCl.\N.s    AM)  SUKCiKONS. 

The  fust  ph)  sician  to  settle  in  town  so  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  discover,  was  Dr.  Seth  Turner,  who  came  here  previous  to 
1777.  I  do  not  know  where  he  came  from,  or  how  lon^  he 
remained  here.     He  owned  real  estate  on  the  old  hill  in  1781, 
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.md  tor  a  number  of  \  cars  tlicrcalU  r.  Whether  he  reiiU)\  eil 
fVuin,  or  theil  here.  1  have  no  know  leJ-f. 

The  next  \\a^  1  )r.  Jeremiah  Parni.ilee.  a  nati\e  of  KilHn«^- 
ut)rth,  C'onn.  lie  was  a  l\.evt)lutit)nar\'  soldier,  and  eanie  tt) 
tins  town  in  17S0.  hvin;;  on  thephice  forniei  l)'  ow  ned  h\-  Idionias 
\'\  .md  next  noiih  of  w  heie  .\shk  \'   M    I'arnialee  now  le- 

Mdes,  w  here  he  continuetl  to  h\e  and  practice  his  piDlc  ssion  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  August  J4,  1  tSjj,  ai^ed  04  )  c  ars.  1  le  raised 
a  Tamil)  of  nine  cliiKlren,  se\en  sons  ami  two  daughters.  His 
descentlants  are  numerous,  some  of  whom  ^idl  1  cside  in  this  tow  n. 

I  heii  ri»ll(jweil  Dr.  Lemuel  I*itch,  who  »  .ime  from  (iranville, 
Mass.,  in  ( )ctoher,  l/Sj;  alsi>  Henjamin  Mori;an,who  came 
ahoui  the-  >.ime  time,  but  from  wlu  ie  1  do  n«»l  know.  1  he)' 
were  both  here  as  late  as  1790  practicin;^  their  |)rt»fessiun. 
W'iiether  they  remained  and  tlied  here,  or  l  emov  ed  to  « •llu-r  fields 
of  labor,  I  have  no  information. 

I)r.  Kussell  ImIi  h  came  here-  from  lhallieboro  as  i-arl)'  cer- 
tainly as  181$.  but  I  am  informeil  he  ilid  not  practice  medicine 
to  any  ^reat  extent  at  least,  if  at  all.  but  en'^;.i|^ed  in  merchan- 
dising having  a  store  on  the  old  t(»\\n  hill.  lie  died  \eiy 
suddenl)-  in  June,  1S35,  falling  out  of  his  chair  when  in  the  store, 
and  when  founil  his  head  rested  in  a  nail  kei;. 

Dr.  John  I'ulsifer  was  a  native  of  ]*ranklin  ('(jirnt)'.  Mass., 
removing  to  Mailbort».  \'t..  in  1S13  or  perhaps  a  )'e.ir  or  two 
before  then.  In  .Maich,  1  S  1  he  removed  iiouj  Marlboro  to  this 
town,  where  he  remainetl  until  June  or  Jul)',  l.'>3«S,  when  he  emi- 
grated to  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  died  there  in  1S61.  He  was 
a  man  of  ^reat  abilit)-,  and  had  a  laiL;e  practice  both  here  and 
in  adjoining  tow  ns,  continuin^^  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Illinois,  and  to  the  date  of  his  death.  He  was  also  a  prominent 
citi/en  and  successful  merchant  tlurin;;  the  entire  period  of  his 
residence  here. 

The  fullowin<^  are  several  other  ph)'sicians  in  town  whose 
names  I  have  been  able  U)  obtain,  and  the  period,  or  about  tlK: 
period  of  time  they  lived  and  practiced  lu  ri  : 

Dr.  Abner  Allard  from  i<S3i  to  i.S3cS  ;  Dr.  l)illiiiL;s  Pvdsifer  in 
1<S2S;  Dr.  Ge(;r<.;e  H.  Armin^^lon  in  l.S2<Sand  1  S29  ;  Dr.  Waters 


78 


W'll  .\I1N(.  li  "N     I\  I.IMON. 


Gillctt  ill  I  S3  J  aiul  1S33;  Dr.  luKv.inl  A.  Kittrcil^^c  in  1S32; 
Dr.  I  loracc  Sinilli  tVoin  1.^36  ti)  1  S ;(),  aiul  a^ain  in  1S71  ;  Dr. 
Jonathan  H.isscll,  hot.,  1S39;  Dr.  A.  1..  iVllcc  from  1S3S  lo 
November  4,  1S7S,  the  ilatc  of  hi.s  death.  It  nia\  he  .saitl  in 
this  cc>mie(5lion  that  during  the  afnesaid  period,  Dr.  Tettee  was 
absent  in  New  N'ork  one  or  two  \  car^.  ami  that  lor  a  lew  \  i.mi> 
pre\ious  It)  his  tleee.i.se,  lie  h.ui  .ihautloniil  active  i)r.aetiee.  I  le 
wa^  an  excellent  ph)'sician,  connnamletl  a  l.ir^e  practice,  and  hail 
liosts  of  warm  frieniis.  Dr.  Charles  l.onl  in  1S4S;  Dr.  l'aiier\' 
Hill,  hot.,  and  1852;  Dr.  NLwman  W.  .Smith  in  lS54and 

1S55;  l)r.  iOlwin  IIa\  nes  from  to  |S()();  Dr.   |anu  ^  II. 

'lalbot  friMU  1S5S  to  I  S(>9  ;  I  )r.  ( ie»>rL;e  II.  Harw),  eel.  in  i.S5^>. 

lin  in  1X67;  Mrs.  Dr.  Abb)-  Witt.  bot..  from  1  SO3  to  i  S70  ; 
Mrs.  j)r.  W.  (iooilnow.  bot  .  in  l.S(.S;  Di.  h'laxius  J.  .Swift  in 
I.S6C)l(»  l'\bruar\-  Ji.  I  SS  1 ,  w  hen  lu  tli«  d  ,  Dr.  1  hiui'  J .  lit  iis 
in  ItSji  anil  is  still  practicing  m  town,  1  )r  A.  I.  I  loon  lioni 
liSSl  to  1S.S3  ;  Dr.  A.  W.  Rice  from  1SS3  to  the  present  inne 

hh.N  n.si.^. 

In  former  times  all  denial  operations  were  j)erformed  b)-  th( 
regular  ph)  sician,  but  since  dentistr)'  has  become  a  separate  and 
distinct  branch  or  profession  of  itself,  the  following  named  pei - 
sons  have  practiced  tlie  pr»ifLSsioii  in  this  tow  n,  \  i/ : 

Dr.  (*.  K.  Strceter,  Dr.  A.  L.  iV  ttn  .  jr.,  Di .  V\\n  v,  Dr.  Au<;us- 
tus  C'.  Moore,  Dr.  I'alwin  lla\nis,  Dr.  Lewis  1\  Lawton,  Dr. 
Charles  C.  Haskell,  Dr.  S.  K.  I'd^e,  Dr.  Swinscoe.  aiul  Dr.  Albert 
M.  Joimson.  The  last  named  is  still  m  tin  liu^iness  lu  re.  1  heie 
ma\'  ha\e  been  others  whose  names  1  do  not  recall. 

w  ii.Mi.N(iT«»N  I.N    rm:  k.vki.v  convkntions. 

At  a  ci)nvention  hekl  at  Westminster  i'Vbruary  7,  1775,  «'i 
Standing  Committee  of  Correspiindence  composed  of  persons 
from  twent)'-one  towns  was  chosen  that  the  County  mi^ht  be 
kept  Well  informed  as  to  the  doings  of  the  friends  of  liberty  in 
the  different  colonies.  Mlijah  AKtud  was  the  member  chosen 
from  WilminL^ton  or  Draper.  ^ 

At  acon\enti(^n  of  the  Committei  of  .Safety  for  the  Count)  of 
Cumberland  convened  at  Westminster  Court  House  on  the  1  ith 
of  June,  1776,  and  whicli  continued  in  ses.sion  until  the  3 1  st  of 
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June,  tlic  town  of  \\'iIininL;ton  \Vc\.^  rt'i)rtsciiUil  l)\  I  Jijali  Alvord 
.iiul  Jolm  (lihhs.  Also  at  a  coiuciUion  of  ilcki^alis  iVoin  the 
^LAcral  tow  ns  in  the  New  IIanii)shire  grants  hohkn  at  \\  nul^oi  , 
June  4th.  1777.  \\'ihnin|;ton  was  n-presenieJ  h\'  W'ilhaiii  Mel- 
len  ;  aiul  it  w  a^at  this  ct  mu  ention  tlial  the  name  *'  New  C  oiineel- 
iciit "  ^ivcn  to  the  New  llanipsliire  grants  at  their  session  lield 
111  Westminster  the  Jaiuiar)'  |)re\  ious.  was  ehani^eti  h\  a  resohi- 
lion  w  hieh  read  as  foHows :  *' Resolvi-d  :  I  herefon-.  unani- 
inoiisl)  ,  that  till-  district  descril)ed  111  the-  I'leainhk  lo  llu- 
I  >eelarati<)ii  at  Westminster  aforesaid,  shall  n*)\\  lu  realler  he 
e.dled  and  known       tlie  name  of  Vernn>nt.  ' 

At  another  c<»n\entit)n  convened  at  Wiiulsor,  and  sitliiiLi  from 
Jul)  Jiul  to  Jul)'  S.  1S77,  tl»i^  town  w.is  represented  b)  C\)l. 
W  illiam  Williams,  and  he  also  represented  the  ti»wn  in  thi-  (ien- 
eial  Asseml)!)'  in  1779  ami  17X0.  April  \.\,  \J7-,  and  while  a 
resilient  of  Marlboro,  lie  was  ap|)omtiMl  and  i  oinmi-.sionc  il  a 
Justice  t)f  the  Peace  for  Cumlx  rland  (  ount)  It  i->  -dialed  in  an 
alliilaxit  made  b)-  Oliver  C'hnrch  anil  Joseph  1 1.mcoek  relative  to 
the  "  Westminster  M.issacre"  of  March  13.  1775,  that  he  was 
•  tile  ot  the  Court  part)'  that  asseml)Ieil  on  that  oc»:  ision  to  ilis- 
loil^e  th<»se  who  had  taken  p^^sscssion  of  the  Court  Mouse,  to 
prev  ent  the  meetin<^  of  the  Couit  the  next  ila)'.  1  he  aflida\  it 
l^^oes  on  lt»  state  that.  "  ( )nc  William  Williams  received  .1  lar-^^e 
wi»uiui  ill  the  luail  b)-  one  ol  the  HalU  disthar^ed  by  s.dil 
l\i»)ters."  lie  was  a  captain  in  the  service  ol  the  colonies  in  the 
I  rench  War,  .md  at  tlie  commenci  iiient  ol  the  war  ol  the  Ki  \  - 
olulioii,  he  earl)'  became  interesleil  in  the  American  cause.  M  i) 
-3'  '775»'"^*^  \\hile  a  resident  of  W  ilimiii;toii  01  l)raper,  he  was 
elecled  a  dele<^ate  from  the  Count)'  of  Cuniberlaml  to  the  New 
\'ork  Provincial  Ctui^ress.  which  commenced  its  session  on  the 
22nd  inst.  Hall,  in  his  "History  of  b.astern  W.rmont,"  erro- 
neousl)'  st<Ues  his  residence  as  of  WVstinin>ti  r.  He  was  re- 
elected to  the  same  office  November  14.  I  77 5,  and  a^.iin  May 
14,  1776.  On  the  9th  of  June,  1775.  he  offered  his  serv  ices 
the  Provincial  Congress  to  "  raise  a  leL^imeiit  ol  i^ood,  active, 
enterprising  soldiers  *  ♦  *  .  *  j^^^  keep 
under  proper  subjection,  rei^ulars,   Roman  Catholics,  and  the 
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savages  at  the  northward;  as  also,  to  he  ready  at  all  times,  tc 
ilcfcnd  our  riL;hts  and  prix  ilci^cs  against  ministerial  t\  rann\'  and 
oppression.  "  As  evidence  i»r  the  appreciatitjn  in  w  Inch  lie  w  as 
held  as  a  soUlier  b\'  i)lher>.  1  make  the  luliuwinL;  iputtation  horn 
a  letter  written  by  lahah  Allen  and  Seth  Warner  to  hJiplialet 
Dyer  anil  Silas  Dean,  dated  Jnl\  4,  1775  :  "  Capt.  William  Will- 
iams, who  ser\eil  in  that  rank  in  the  ran^iiv,;  ser\ ice  w  uh  hor.DUi 
tlurinj;  the  last  war,  and  since  has  Ixena  Major  <>1  Mililia  in 
C'nmberland  Count)  ,  is  desirous  to  join  the  battalion  ol  (neen 
Mountain  Ho)  s  in  rank  of  major,  and  complete  .1  full  regiment  ; 
anil  though  the  (ireen  Mountaui  i5o)s  are  full)-  s.itisfied  b\'  the 
|)resent  arrangement,  nevertheless,  if  the  exi^^nc)'  of  war  sh.ill 
render  it  expedient  to  make  us  a  ccnnplete  rei;ir.ient,  this  gentle- 
man will  on  notice,  be  at  your  IIon(»ar's  ser\ice.  llis  connec- 
tion w  ith  man)-  oM  ran^;ers  .md  m.irksnu  n.  w  it!i  his  mililai  ) 
abilities  in  such  .1  department,  wt)uld  lendi  r  him  ct»nspicuous. 
and  very  agreeable  to  our  corps."  J  ui  iai)  177O,  he  was 
elected  Colonel,  as  of  Dra|)er.  b)  the  New  \'ork  l'ro\  iiu  i.il 
Conjjrcss.  ( )n  the  1st  of  hebruar)-,  1770,  he  was  nominated  b)- 
a  conventi«)n  assembleil  at  Westminster  to  be  Colonel  ol  the 
"  lA)Wer  Ke^iment"  fi)r  Cumberland  County,  and  was  elected  to 
that  office  by  the  Provincial  Con'jjress  then  in  session  at  Phila- 
lielphia.  Marih  I.  \J/(>.  The  remainder  of  the  field  officers  of 
sail!  rei^iment  were  Benjamin  Carpenti  r  t»f  (iuilfonl.  ]  .ieut.  Col.; 
Oliver  Lovell  of  Rockin^Jiam,  h'iist  M.ijor  ;  Abij.di  l.ovejoy  of 
Westminster,  Second  Major;  S.imuel  Minolt.  Jr.  of  I'utne)-,  .Ad- 
jutant, and  Samuel  I'Metcher  of  Townshend,  Ouartermaster. 

I'.arly  in  the  )'e.ir  I  777,  he  was  ortleretl  by  (ien.  Schu)ler  and 
the  New  \'ork  Provincial  Congress  to  enlist  ever)'  fifth  man  in 
tile  lower  re;^iment  of  the  nnliti.i  of  the  County  for  the  re-en- 
forcement of  l'\)rt  Ticondero'^a.  it  must  be  b{)rne  in  mind  that 
the  authorities  of  New  York  were  still  claiming  jurisdiction  (A  er 
the  grants,  and  that  the  ^jreat  majorit)  (»f  the  people  resident 
thereon,  did  not  acknow  ledge  an)' such  jurisdiction.  1  lie  fhhab- 
itants  of  the  grants,  generally,  were  earnest  juui  Metcrmined  in 
their  loyalty  to  the  cause  of  American  independence,  yet  the 
feeling  against  New  York  was  so  intensely  bitter  that  he  was 
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able  to  make  hut  little  lie:ul\v;i\-  in  iMilistin-  llie  re(iiiireil  (|uni.i 
ol"  men,  ami  Ai)ril  13th,  he  wrou-.  "  1  iind  th.it  in  L;ene»al  {\\c 
men  .lie  a\erse  ti)  J^oiii^  out  iiiuU  i  tiie  Mate  t»i"  New  N'oik, 
neither  do  I  think  it  possible  tor  nie  to  raise  any  men  1  1r  \-  .ne 
ready  to  ^o  out  uniler  the  notion  <?f  New  I  l.impshire  (  iraiils,  oi 
.1  new  State;  but  for  m\'  o\\  n  i)arl  1  .im  \sillin.^  lo  ser\L-  undei" 
\'oik  until  the  m. liter  ean  be  deeidul  l)\  the  C  nnliiu  nl.il  ('on 
-resv" 

Col.  Williams  eouKl  not  ha\e  been  jn\srni  .is  a  deh  j^ate  at  the 
o|K:nin^  of  the  convention  which  conveunl  .it  W  indoor,  Jul\'  2, 
1777.  for  in  a  letter  written  by  Col,  .Vlh  Warner,  addressed  t») 
the  eoiu  enti«)n,  ilated  at  K  utl.'uul.  J  ul\  isi..tnil  forw.utled  b\-  .1 
>|)eci.il  messenger,  informing  them  that  the  enem\'  had  alre.id) 
laul  sit^e  to  Ticoiulcro^a  with  theii  'umboat-,  'liiijs,  and  <»tlu  i 
cratt  ;  that  an  attack  was  expected  ever)'  hour,  and  llu  teener. il 
m  ctimmanti  hail  ordered  him  to  call  out  the  militia  ol  ihis  St.ite. 
nf  M.issachusetts  and  New  H.impshire,  .md  to  ukuc  h  at  oiu  e 
l<»r  the  relit-f  ot  tiiat  j;arris<»n,  thai  Ik-  "should  bi-  ;^Iad  it  a  Ic w 
lulls  »>l  corn  unhoed  should  not  be  a  motive  sullii  kmU  to  ilelain 
men  at  home."  ami  further  writes  that  "  C'ol.  k«)bnison  and  Col. 
\\  illiams  are  at  Hubb.irdton  waitin;^  lobe  joined  by  C'ol.  Hi-llows, 
uho  Is  with  me."  In  .1  i)ostscrij)t  t<»  this  Utter  hir  .adds.  "  I  .1111 
tiiis  moment  a  ^oin;^  to  mount  ni)'  hnrse  m  i(>mi).in\  with  ( Ol. 
liellows  lor  i  icondero'j^a."  In  i^oiu;^  Irom  Kufl.md  lu  l  ieonde 
rt)^a,  Ct)l.  Warien  would  natur.iil)-  pass  ilii.ui-li  1 1  ubb.ndtiMi, 
and  it  is  prt)bal)le  that  on  his  arrival  .it  tlu-  lall«  r  pi. ice.  he  imme- 
diately dispatched  Col.  Williams  to  hurry  U|)  the  the  tro(.ps  from 
this  siile  of  the  mount. lin.  lor  .dtlnnr^h  the  eon/eiiti  ui  w.is  in 
se.ssion  but  se\  en  d.iys,  it  is  quite  e\  itleiit  h  um  a  letlt  i  w  1  alien  b) 
him  ti)  Caj)t.  J<»hn  Sessions,  dated  Jiil\  7lh.  1777,  that  he  was 
in  atteniiance  iip»>n  the  convention  diinni;  the  l.itler  i)ortion  of  it. 

It  was  .it  this  c<^n\  ention  that  C'ol.  Willi.ims  toL;(.'ther  with  Col. 
Joseph  Maish  ami  Col.  1  imothy  Hi<)uns(.n.  were  .ippomled  con- 
tracti)rs  f(*r  the  purpose  ot  procurin*^  arms  l«»r  the  Slate,  wilK 
authorit)'  to  such  securiU-  for  the  saiih-  in  behalf  of  (he 

State  as  the)-  mii^ht  deem  best  ;  and  if  neeess.ii>-.  in  order  lo 
l>r<<cure  the  arms,  were  emi)o\veied  to  l)ori(»w   in  belKilf  of  the 
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St.itc,  a  sum  of  luoiic)  iu»t  cxctciliiij^  tour  thous.iiul  pouiuls.  It 
was  alsij  at  tins  c(in\cutii>u  that  tlic  tii^l  couslitutiou  ol  tlk-  m  w 
State  ul  Vermont  .w  as  submittal  aiul  ailDplcJ. 

l  icoiulcro^a  was  evacuated  Jul\  ()tli,  the  little  ^;.ii  risiiii  joining 
tile  main  bncl)'  of  tlie  American  tiuup^  .it  1  luhhanlton.  pursued 
by  a  portion  ol  the  lorces  i»l  (ien.  Hur|^o\  i)e.  I'.arl)  \\\  the 
nu)rnin<;  of  the  7th,  the  battle  of  Ilubl)arikon  was  fought,  w  hich 
resultetl  in  the  ilefeat  of  Ct>l.  Warner  and  his  connnand.  who 
rapitilx'  retreated  to  the  southward.  As  an  illustration  ot  the 
difficulties  expeiienceil  b)  our  forelal hers,  and  the  excitement 
that  pres.iileii  at  tile  b.iptism  of  our  hrst  constituti»)n,  I  i|uote 
the  ft)llow  iiii;  paraL',raph  from  1  bill  s  "  I  listor)-  of  luistei  n  W  r 
mont :"  "In  the  mitUt  of  their  deliber.itioiis.  news  came  that 
'licondero^a  ha»l  been  e\.icualed.  and  that  the  honticis  ot  tlu 
State  were  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  the  eneiii)'.  Man\'  w  ished 
to  break  up  the  C'onvention  and  return  to  then  lumies,  in  order 
to  defend  their  families  and  firesides.  Hut  l'ro\ideiice  liatl  onlered 
otherwise.  While  fear  seemed  to  paral>  /e  effort,  and  doubt  to 
render  the  little  action  w  hich  was  exerted,  ineffeclual,  a  \  lolent 
storm  aro.se.  So  tierce  was  the  conflict  of  the  elements,  that  the 
members  were  compelled  to  n main  A  new  lite  seemed  to  in- 
spire the  Convention.  The  Constitution  was  read,  paraj^raj)h  by 
p.ira^raph,  amiil  the  roaring  and  tlashin;^^  of  l)atteries  fiercer, 
louder  and  bri'^hter  than  those  with  which  the  British  were  at 
that  moiiKiU  eiuleavoriiiL;  to  eiuiitm  the  Ameiic.iiis  in  their  llii^ht 
from  l  icoiulero^a.  lA  enin^  saw  the  work  completed.  I  he 
Constitution  had  been  ailoptetl,  a  council  of  safet)'  had  been  aj)- 
pointed  to  ac-l  durin«;  the  recess,  anil  the  C«>n\ention  had  ad- 
journed." I  he)-  also  onlered  that  an  election  under  the  luw 
constitution  shoukl  be  held  in  December  to  elect  new  Represen- 
tatives to  a  (leneral  Assembl) ,  to  conx  ene  at  Hennin^ton  in 
Jaiuiar)  ,  177S. 

Gen.  Hur<^o)  ne  was  anxious  to  establish  the  headquarters  of 
his  army  at  Albany,  and  it  was  no  doubt  his  intention  to  s^nd  a 
portion  of  his  ami)-  o\er  the  mountain  to  rava^^e  and  plunder 
the  countr)'  in  and  bordering  the  valley  of  the  Connecticut. 
Au<^ust  (jth,  1777,  he  issued  instructions  to  Lieut.  C^ol.  liauni, 
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lliat  he  ini^hl  *'  try  the  artections  of  the  couiUi)',  tlisconcert  the 
councils  of  the  eiicm)-,  aiul  obtain  lar^c  Miijplics  uf  c.itllc,  horses 
.iiul  carriages."  Uire61in^  hiiii  lirsi  lo  take  post  at  Manchester, 
.unJ  fri>m  that  |)oint  to  detach  tlie  Inchans  ami  li^hl  troops  to  the 
northwartl,  towards  Otter  Creek;  he  then  orcKrs  him,  "  ( )n  llieir 
nturn,  and  also  receiving  inteilii;ence  that  no  I'neiiiy  is  in  foice 
u])on  ihr  Conneciicul  lvi\er,  )'ou  will  pioeccd  l)\  the-  road  t)\cr 
the  mountains  to  Kockin^ham,  where  )'ou  uiil  lake  post.  1  his 
will  he  the  most  iliftlcult  part  of  the  expedition,  and  must  lie  pri)- 
eceded  upon  with  caution,  as  \'ou  will  lia\e  the  dehle  ol  llu 
uhtunlains  hehiml  )'ou.  \\hich  nn^ht  make  a  retreat  dHlkult. 
\'ou  must  therefore  endea\tjr  to  be  well  inh)rmcd  of  the  lt)ree  of 
the  enem)''s  militia  in  the  neij^hborin^  countr\'.  Should  \  *)u  fmd 
it  m. I)-  be  effected,  )-ou  are  to  remain  there,  while  tin.  Indians 
anil  lii;ht  troops  are  lietachetl  up  the  ri\ii,  and  \ouareafter- 
w arils  to  desceml  the  river  to  Hr.ittleboi oUL;h,  and  from  that 
|)lare  I))  the  cpiickest  march,  )'ou  are  toretui  ii  b)'  the  ^real  luad 
to  Albaii)'.'  I  lad  this  plan  been  jjut  into  (  xcculion  and  t  arried 
out.  ihiir  route  from  Hrattleboro  to  Alb.m)'  would  ha\et.dan 
them  through  Marlboro,  passing  through  Wilmington  ne.ir  the 
J»)el  (ira\es  place,  then  owned  b)' Col.  Williams,  and  from  thence 
across  the  Ueerfield  ki\er,  and  omi'  the  mountains  through 
keadsboro  to  Bennington  by  wh.it  w.is  lluii  knoAu  ami  called 
the '*  ^reat  military  road,"  saiil  to  ha\e  been  fu  st  opi  iu  d  and 
lia\eled  o\er  b)'  troops  fn)m  Massachusetts  as  tarl\  .is  175^)  <»r 
1757,  and  during  the  oltl  I'rench  .unl  Indian  W'ai-  I  mt  ntion 
this  fact  to  slu)W  that  it  was  llie  .sullied  purpose-  of  (ien.  Hur- 
'j4»)\'ne  to  send  a  hostile  army  into  this  Count)',  and  had  his 
instructions  been  carried  out,  it  wouhl  have  passed  on  its  j)il- 
^rima<;e  of  plunder,  through  this  \er)-  tow  n.  The  timel)  airi\al 
and  concentration  of  the  New  Hampshire  tro<)ps  under  (ien. 
Stark,  and  others  from  Massachu.^etts  and  this  Slate,  at  aiul  near 
iknnin^ton  about  thai  lime,  pre\enled.  no  doubt,  the  e.xpedilion 
untler  Col.  Ikium  from  bein^  undertaken,  and  brouL;hl  on  the  ^ 
eni^'a^ement  at  Henninj^^ton  August  16th.  wl.i^i.  resulUxl  in  lh.it 
most  important  and  decisive  victory  of  the  Americans  troops, 
and  sent  Col.  Haum  w  ith  his  allied  f(»rces  of  Ih  itish  and  He.ssi.iU 
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soldiers,  Indian  scouts  and  Tor)'  crew,  llNini;  in  an  opposite 
direction  C Ol.  Williams  coniniandcd  a  rei^inicnl  at  thai  hatlle. 
and  w  ith  liini  ft )UL;ht  nian\'  ol  llieliai  il\-  \eoniain  \-  ot  this  idun; 
it  is  recorded  of  hini  lh.it  he  distinguished  himself  hy  i;reat  gal- 
lantry, and  justl)'  shareil  in  the  L;lor\-  of  the  \ictor\-  which 
I  row  ned  the  ellorts  ol  thai  da\ 

In  tile  valuable  collection  of  1)(m»Ks.  p miphlets,  and   papi  is 
recentl)-  j)resented  to  the   lirattleboro   hree   lal)rar\-  1))'  lion. 
James  H.  i'helj).s  of  lownshend.  ma)*  he  seen  an  ori^dn;d  manu 
script  letter  ur  oilier  »>f  ( "ol.  Willi. ims  i( >         Hc  njamin  C  aipt  iili  i 
of  (iuilford.  of  which  the  f«>lh>winL;  is  an  exact  coj))  : 

Hknmn<. ION,  Septi  in'r  ^777- 
Sik: — (>urC  .iscat  present  is  S*»  C  in  innstanceil,  tli.il  1  must 
pr.i)'  )  t»u  to  exert  )'ourself  Nii;ht  ^s:  I  >a\  .  ui  l«<rwardini;  .ill  the 
Militi.i  from  )  t»ur  Ouarter.  SjKUe  none  ih.'t  is  .ihle  to  fire  a  (inn, 
or  Ride  .1  ln»rse.  ue  are  determined  to  m.ike  one  Important 
push.  \:  therefore  sh.ill  st.ind  in  need  ol  all  the  .issistanci:  pos si- 
hle  to  be  allonled  us  frt)m  the  m  ii;hborinL;  I  ow  ns.  The  .iction 
\sill  (  oniiiience  before  the)'  j)ossibl\  C  an  ( Oine  up.  Not  w  ith- 
standing, ft>r  fe.ir  of  the  Wi)rst.  Seiul  them  foiw.ird.  1  he  C'om- 
munication  between  Hur^t))ne  &  1  ic»jiulei o^.i  will  !)e  Stoi)i)ed 
Tomorrow.  lU- fiithful  in  Notilyiiii;  the  I nhabitant  -  of  llinsdale. 
aj^.iinsi  ihi  in  there  are-  maii\  (  oinplainl-  in  (  amp  loi  tlit  ir 
U.ickw artlness.  fell  them  that  im  pei.son  who  is  a  Iriend  to  his 
C'ountr)'  w  ill  Show  himself  b.ickw. ml  at  this  (  "ritical  C  risis.  Tell 
them  to  march  to  Stillwater,  aiul  join  with  me  in  (icn'l  .St.irk's 
Hrii;ade.  Ilu-)'  ma\'  brin<^  with  them  what  ammunition  i1k\' 
h.i\i".  and  llu  \  C  .m  ilr.iw  .is  miu  h  more  .is  tlu  )'  w.mt  here-. 

Wy  the  Ke(piest  of  the  (  ouncil,  .ind   Desire  of  (iiiieral  Stark. 

I  .im  )-ours.  W M  Wiij.i.xms,  Col. 

To  Colo.  C.irpenter,  at  (iuilford.  M ai]l)orouL;h.  Ilalifax. 
WhitiuL;  .md  Wilmington  .ire  nolilieil.  ' 

The  "  Ilinsd.ile  "  mentioned  in  the  foie}.;din[^  letter  or  (M-^er,  is 
the  present  tow  n  of  Vernon,  and  "  \\  hitin-^^ "  was  intended  lor 
th.it  which  is  now  Whitiiij^ham.  At  the  lime  it  w.is\sritten  the 
American  .in.i)'  were  waitini;  for  re  enfoi cements  .iiul  close!) 
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Ucitchiii^  the  iiu)\ ciiiciits  of  (icn.  Huilm))  nc  who  was  carefully 
feeling  his  \\a\'  touanls  All)an\  . 

Ten  (lays  thereafter  uas  f()ii«^ht  tiic  hatlle  nf  Stillwater,  aiul 
October  /th,  tliat  of  Ik'inis  lleii;hls.  re.MilliiiL;  in  the  mm  reiuler 
of  Huri(o)'iie's  entire  army  ( )L'^ober  17th.  l)urin«^  the  succeeil- 
winter  the  Arin\'  of  the  \orllurn  1  ieparlimiU  under  (leu. 
( iates  reinained  coni|)arati\ el)'  inac:ti\ e.  .iml  it  i.^  j)rol)al)le  th at 
Lol.  Williams  returnetl  to  his  home,  »inil  uia\  ha\e  hei  ii  accoui 
p.uiied  froui  I^Minin'^liMi  l*)  Wilmington  (len.  Slall^  on  his 
WAV  to  his  own  home  in  New  lianjj)shire,  and  peihaps  h)'  several 
other  officers  who  h.iil  foui^ht  witii  him,. is  is  fairls'  reasonable  to 
belie\e  from  the  action  of  the  Council  of  Safety  tlu  n  in  session 
at  Jiennin^ton,  which  was  a^  follows; 

"  In  C  ol  Ncii  (»i  S.\ii.i\,  1  Jlh  Jan  177''^. 
I  his  Couiu  il  h.u  iuL;  taken  inti)  con  adeialion  the  application 
o|  the  jjou.  (ieiRial  Stark,  reipieslin;.;  ten  erfiilive  in(U  ttibe 
inmiediatel)'  cmploye<l  in  beating  and  treailinj;  llu-  siiow  ,  in  the 
road  le.idin;4  from  this  j)lace  thrtiu^h  the  pass  of  the  Ltr«.c  ii 
mtumtains,  to  Col.  William  Williams,  in  Draper,  alias  Wilming- 
ton, witinn  this  Stale,  do  hereby  ^rant  llu  saiil  recpiest.  and 
order  that  Capt.  Samuel  Robinson,  overseer  of  the  torii  s.  pro- 
vide such  number,  properly  olVicered  and  eipiipt.  w  ith  prov  isions 
and  other  requisite  necessaries,  for  such  service,  who  are  to  be 
in  ixadim  ss  to  march  immediatclv. 

H)'  onli  r  of  C  omu  il, 

J(  »N  As  V.w  ,  \  .  l'|-esident  ." 

•'  J  AM  AKV   I  2,    I  77S. 

7(>  C(ipt.  SiUuitil  I\(>i)iiisou,  o:\'rscir  of  /\>rns: 

\'ou  are  hereb)'  recpiired  to  detach  ten  elTecflivc  men  under 
V'our  command,  with  proper  officers  to  take  the  charge,  and 
m.irch  them,  in  two  distinct  files,  from  this  jjjace  throuL;h  the 
^reen  mountains,  to  Col.  William  Williams'  dwelliuj^  house  in 
Draper,  alias  Wilmington,  within  this  State;  who  are  to  march^ 
and  treati  the  snow  in  said  road,  a  suitable  width  for  a  sleigh  or 
sleii^hs,  with  a  Sj)an  of  horses  on  each  sleigh;  and  order  tlKui 
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to  return.  iiiarchiiiL;  in  the  same  inaiiiici .  to  tliis  place,  witli  all 
com  eiiieilt  speed. 

\\y  oitli  T  i)\  C'oiiiu  il, 

joNAs  l.W,  \\  I'resicleiU. 
"  N    H    \ Oil  are  to  order  three  da)  s  provisiiuis  to  e.ich  of 
such  nu  n,  and  tlie  same  tt)  be  c»)okeil  lliis  thiy,  anil  to  march  .il 
6  (/ch)ck  tomorrow  mornin<^. 

JtiNA.s  |'\\\ .  \'.  I'lesidenl.  ' 
riiat  (jcn.  Stark  visited  \V'ilmin<^lon  or  passeil  through  here 
on  tliat  occasion,  is,  of  ctiurse,  ^omewiMl  j)rol)lematical.  Hut  1 
can  conceiv  e  of  no  other  Cciusc  fi>r  such  unpreceilenti-d  action  on 
llie  part  of  the  Council,  than  thai  «»t  pr«»\idin;;  a  suitable  r.)ail 
lor  the  tran^porl.ltion  in  "a  sleigh  or  .sleighs,  with  a  si)in  dI 
lu>rses  on  each  .sleii;h,"  of  some  distmL;uisluHl  tWIicer  or  otficers, 
louhom  the)  tell  lhe\-  oueil  a  debt  L;ialiliule  tor  valuable 
services  renilered.  W'h)'  was  (ien.  Stark  at  Bennington  at  that 
time,  ami  wli)-  his  re(|uest  of  the  L\)uncil  as  aforesaid,  unless  lu 
was  t  /t  t'outi  to  some  point  easicrlv  thereof,  perha|)S  to  his  ()\^  n 
home  in  New  Hampshire,  and  desiietl  tt)  p.iss  over  tins  road  via 
the  residence  of  C\»l.  \\  ilbanis,  vv  here  it  is  tpiite  likelv  he  lan  ied 
over  ni^ht. 

Col.  Williams  was  .i  verv  remarkabh-  man,  and  lor  that  nasoii 
1  havi-  uiitten  nf  him  at  consi« krahle  hn^th.  \\  hile  it  is  un- 
doubtedl)'  true  that  but  verv  few  of  llu-  present  inhabit. ints  cif 
this  town  evil  heard  of  him,}et  Ik  w.is,  perhaps,  the  UKtst 
notable  perst)n  that  ever  resided  here,  especiallv'  at  that  period, 
and  1  h.ivi  lelt  that  his  n.inu:  .md  deeils  ou^ht  to  be  ])i  rpetuate(l. 

I  di)  not  know  when  he  ce.ised  to  be  a  resident  ot  this  town, 
but  It  is  said  «)f  him  that  he  chani^ed  his  j)lace  of  residence 
iVeipieiitlv',  and  at  last  si-ttled  in  the  Prov  ince  of  Lower  C'.mada, 
where  he  died  in  I  823.  It  has  also  been  w  ritten  of  him  that. 
".IS  an  officer  he  was  brave,  eneri;etic,  skillful  and  humane;  as 
a  citi/cfi  entcrprisin«^,  active  and  progressive;  as  a  neij^hbor, 
kind,  polite  aiul  .ittentive.  1  he  ele^f.ince  and  s)-nmietrv  his 
form  were  as  jjerfect  as  his  manners  vs.  i-  a«^reeable." 

K KPKKSKN  rA  riVKS. 

1  he  following  is  a  list  of  j)ersons  who  have  represented  this 
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Ikuii  ill  the  (iciicial  Asscinhl)'  i)(  the  Stale  sinee  the  ii(»tal)le 
ct)iu  eiiliDii  (»f  1/77  W'estmiiistei ,  when  the-  Kei)reseiitati\ es 
theic  asscinblccl,  SDleinnl)'  ilecl.ireii  tli.it  the  W  \\  I  hiinp.shii  e 
(iraiits  ol  ri^ht  ()ii«;lit  to  he,  .iiul  there. iller  u  ere  to  l)e  C(  )iisi(h  reil 
a  tree  ami  iiulepeiuleiU  jurisiiic\i«Mi  or  State  .  aiul  the  suhsequeiU 
Loiuentions  hcltl  at  W'iiulsor  in  June  aiul  Jul)  *»!  tlie  same  )  c.ir  : 
I'-hjah  AKonl  in  177S;  W'ilhain  Wilhanis.  1771,^  ami  17S0; 
James  l^'la^^  and  Jessie  Cook.  1781  ;  Jusiah  Locke.  17SJ  .iiul 
17S3;  C'hipman  S\\  itt,  17S4an(l  17S5;  Jesse  Cook,  1  7S6,  17S7 
an. I  17SS;  Chipmaii  Swit't,  17X9  t*)  179-  inchisiw  ;  1  imotl)) 
C  astle,  1 793  and  1794;  Chipmaii  Sw  ift,  1795;  l  imotli)  C  astle. 
1796.  1797  and  179S;  Chipman  Swift.  1799;  Jesse  Swift,  i  Soo  ; 
Uiael  l.a\vt»)n,  iStJi  and  1 802  ;  Tiinotliy  Castle.  I S03  ;  J.iirus 
Mill.  I  S(  )4  to  I  S  I  3  mclusivc  ;  Jesse  S\\  ift,  iSi4and  1  iS  1  5  ;  Jairvis 
II  ill.  i.Skj  to  iS2(>  inclusive;  l'4)Iir:iini  r>lcr,  1S27;  Lmcey 
I'orhes.  i8jS  and  David  Ku^^,  1S30.11UI  1S31  ;  no  choice 

in  Alanson  Parmalee,  iS33  ami  1S34;  Charles  K.  I'ield. 

iS35to  I»S3S  inclusive;  A/or  Smith,  i^^)  anil  I S40  .  llenr)* 
l*,stal)ro*)ks,  itS4i  ;  no  choice  in  I.S4J,  I'rederick  Stanlew 
1S43;  no  choice  m  i''^44.  i''^45.  iS4()  and  1 S47  ;  Supheii  1'. 
^la^^^  1S48  and  l  S49 ;  no  choice  in  1S50,  1051  and  1S52, 
Oscar  L.  Shafter,  1S53  ;  Justus  H.  I)i.\.  1S54  ;  i-'rancis  M  Crosby. 
I.S55  and  lS5(j;  i'lzra  T.  HutterfieUl.  1.S57;  no  choici-  in  1S5S; 
H  I.,  liarnard,  iS59and  i  86u  ;  Stephen  1'.  h'la^^.  and  1  Shz  ; 
James  M.  1  >ler,  I S63  and  1864;  Ilenr\-  W'hitne)'.  iS()5  and 
|S()6;  1'..  1..  Waterman.  1 867  and  1  SoS  ;  Oxar  \\.  lUitterfield. 
lS()9.  1S70.  1S71.  1S7J  and  1S73;  Stephen  1.  Daxenpoil.  1  S74 
and  1.S75;  I'.stus  C.  Sar^^ent,  iS7(')and  1877;  no  ilioici-  in  1S7S 
and  1S79;  Charles  1).  Spencer,  I  cSSo  ami  lS<Si;  Clinton  C. 
Haynes.  i8.S2and  1SS3;  Oscar  E.  Hutterfield,  1SS4  and  I<S.S5; 
Hosea  Mann.  Jr..  iSSC).  1887,  1888  and  1  SS9. 

s  rA  TK  SI.NA K  HO. 

Ashley  Stone,  1S52  ami   1853;  Stephen    I'.  Ma;^:^.  1864  an  I 
1865;  Oscar  K.  Hulterfiehl.  I  876  and  1877.  ^ 
Mi;.Min:ks  oi-   i  iii.  cons ri  rr rn ^nai  convkn  tk ►n.s. 

Timothy  Castle,  1793  ;  Sila.s  Axtell.  1S14  ;  Jesse  Swift.  l832; 
Lancey  I'orhes,  1828;  Charle.s  K.  hield.  1836;  lVrle\-  Hartlett. 
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1843;  IClcazar  (iorh.iin.  Jr.,  1S50;  Stcplicii  V.  I''lai;<;.  1S57; 
IClcazar  Gorliani.  Jr..  1  S70. 

.\.s.sisr.\Nr  ji'iHiKs  t)i-  toiNiv  coLur. 
Jairus  Hall,  iS  10,  1811.   iSij,   1  Si  3.  1814,  iSju.   1821  and 
1822;    Horace  Alvortl.   1S5J  .nul   iS;  :;;    Iv/.va    1.  HulU.rricUl. 
I  870  to  I  87(). 

SIIKKIIl     (»!•     INK  LOINTV. 

Klcazar  riorliam,  Jr..  i860,  1861  aiul  1862;  J.  I  Iciir\  Kiilck  r. 
1885.  1886.  1887  ami  1888. 

.Vi  A  I  LS   A  11 1  >KM.\  . 

( ).scar  I-'..  Hutlcrhclil.  187^  ami  1870,  II. .^ca  Maiin.  Jr..  1SS7 
ami  1888. 

1  \I<I  V   jl!STICKS»»l  I'KAC.K. 

Jesse  Cook  apjx Miiti\l  ill  1783;  is.i.u  \\  iKxk  r  ai)i)t)iiitccl  111 
1 790;  Josiah  I.ockc  apptjiiUcd  in  I7*>-V  Ain«>iij4  (itlicrs  ul  tlu 
earlier  ones  ina\'  he  ineiitioiieil  Capl.  C'liipiiian  Sw  ilt.  w  ho  held 
office  22  years  ;  Jairus  Hall,  38  years  ;  I.ance)-  hOihes,  22  \  e  irs  ; 
Tiinoth)'  Castle,  19  j'ears  ;  A/.i»r  Smilh.  17  )  ears;    Stipiu  n  I'. 

■|<»\\.\  Cl.I  KK->. 

Caleh  Al\ <  inl.  1778  and  1779;  Nalhaii  l"\)ster,  1780  to  1  78O 
inclusive;  Matthew  Lon^,  1787  to  1 790  inclusive  ;  Jairus  llall. 
1791  to  I  83  J  inclusi\  i-,  ni.ikiiij;  43  \  i  ars  that  he  held  the  office  ; 
Ahner  Allard.  1833,  1834  and  1833;  Stephen  \\  ^Ma«^^^^  1836 
to  1868  inclusive,  making  33  )e.us  thai  he  held  the  office, 
Milo  K.  Cr..^l)\•,  1869  to  1877  inclusive;  Oscar  1'..  Hutterfield. 
1878  and  1879;  Hosea  Mann,  Jr.,  1880  to  18S5  inclusive; 
Albert  M.  Johnson.  1  886  to  the  i)resent  tinu  . 

CON.^l  \U1  1..^. 

John  Pierce  ami  Caleb  Alvonl,  1778;  h.phraini  Titus  and 
Timothy  Phelps,  1779;  Stei)hen  h'oibes,  1780;  Matthew  Lon^, 
1781,  1787,  1788,  1789  and  1790;  Joseph  Nye,  1782;  Calvin 
Hill,  1783;  Nathan  leister,  1784  and  1786;  Silas  A.xtell,  1785, 
1813  and  1817;  Jairus  Hall,  1791  ;  l*>.ra  l)ot>  .  1792  and  ^793  ; 
I'dijah  ICaton,  Jr.,  1794  and  I  795  ;  Israel  Law  ton,  1  796  and  1797  ; 
Kdnuiml  lav  erniore,  I  798  and  1799;  Jonathan  Childs,  I  8uo  and 
1801  ;  Rof;er  liirchard.  1802;  Jon.ithan  Moore,  1803  and  1820; 
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I'hili.  C'asllc.  1804,  I  Su5,  I  So()  .iiul  lSc»;;  liini.lli)  ll.ii.i;,  1  Si  ).S  ; 
Samuel  1  lioiiipSDii.  I  Sui;  ;  /cltili^  \\Ay,  iSid,  iSii  ai..l  iSij, 
(  Ik^Ili  I'ack.irtl,  1S14,  1S15  ami  iSii.;  liarllnl,  iSiS. 

I\lijali  Allis,  iSii;;  Riirus  drceii,  iSji,  lU.MjimiM  rarmalcL-. 
I.SJJ  ami  1SJ3;  John  Ivkc.  1.SJ4;  Oii.^  Ai\ «)ril.  1.SJ3.  iSj(>aml 
iS.:;  .  I'.lial  C  i«»sl)\  .  iSjS.  iSjt^,  1843.1111!  1^14;  Ucu-c  Ivi.h 
iii-^Mii.  I  S  ^t.  ,  lV-rlc\  liarllcU,  I  »S  3 1  ami  I  S3  J;  John  I".  I'uld. 
iS;;;  William  C  liilils.  iS34antl  1S37;  OIImt  Ilani>.  1S33; 
A«ln.i  H.  ChiUls,  lS3()  ami  1*^38;  Jihu.l  S\\  ill,  iS3<j.  1 S40  ami 
ami  1S41;  lloracc  Ilasiin^.-..  1S4J  ami  i  .S4S  ,  /Apli.miah  S. 
MtuMc,  1S45  ami  lS4();  M ilo  K.  C  ro>h\ .  1  S47  ;  l*',lca/ai  I .« »i  ham. 
Jr.,  lS49aiul  1S5U;  I'liiln  C.'a^llc,  1S51  ami  1S5J;  |).i\iil  liill.^. 
|S5  3,    1S54.    1S55,    1850,    1S57,   1S3S,  aihl    !      I  ,  kilc;)' 

Hos'il,  iS(xj;  John  Patch.  I  S(jJ  and  i  St>3  ;  Alhcil  \\  .  Ka)  ,  iS(.4 
ami  |S()5;  l'"/ia  1  .  Ha)  ncs,  |S(>(),  W  illaul  Will.  lS(»7;  llcnr\ 
I-  Baihei,  lSrH>.  1S70,  iS/i.  1S7J.  1S74.  1SS7  ajul  I SSS  ; 
I'raiKi^  I..  Kay,  1S73;  (iciir^c  Ui»si.-,  1S73;  A  M.  |.)lm>  'ii. 
|S7(>;  l'4)hraiin  Haskell.  1S77;  l'!lnKr  !•-.  Wheelci.  1S7S,  iS7«j, 
iSScjaml  iSSi  ;  llcnrxd.  l\ uliU  II  .iml  Slillmaii  Ki .hiiisuii.  1SS2, 
llard\'  {'.  iiarhci  ami  Mill>  Hiuun.  I SS3  ;  lalw.ird  lUll  and 
Nathan  (irccnc,  1  SS4  ;  (joir^ic  1^.  i  la)  nt  >  ami  (  >^car  l'\  II«»\m  . 
1SS3:  Hardy  F.  Barber  and  (u'.)r-e  1.  lla.n.  N.  1  SS() ;  1)  (, 
Hubbard.  1  SS9  and  1  S90. 

SKl.l.C  I  MI.N 

V  apt.  John  (iibbs,  IMiincas  Suil'l,  Hc/alccl  Waste,  Capt.  Jn.siah 
I .« a  l.i  and  I  .icut.  l-dca/.cr  (iiMidnian.  177S;  ('(»!.  William  Will 
i.uun,  Capt.  Jo.siah  Locki-  and  ("apt,  Jt>|;n  (libb-,.  1779;  (  fl. 
William  W  illiani^.  (  apl.  Jt  r-iali  I  .oekr.  (  apt.  |uddi  .\l  <  •»  )rc.  Ucii- 
jamin  I Va\ c)  ,  Capt.  Chipinan  S\\  ill,  17S.1,  J*,  lah  I  .oi  ke.  Stephen 
h'nrbes,  Jesse  Cook  and  W  illiam  W  illi. im^,  17S1  ;  Je  sse  (Ook. 
l.s.i.ic  Wheeler,  Samuel  iiuell,  (  al\m  Ihll  and  l.li  W.isU,  17SJ; 
Jo.si.di  Loeke,  Jesse  Ca»uk  and  C  hipinan  Swill,  17S3.  i7S4.iml 
17S3;  Jesse  Cook.  Innnlh)  (."aslle  and  C  hipm.in  Swifl,  I7S(); 
Josi.ih  Locke,  CaKni  Ihll  and  Watson  I'leenian,  1 7S7  ;  J<^>^^ 
C.M)k.  riin..t]iy  Cattle  and  Josi.di  Lm  ke.  17SS;  'riiii(»lli\  C  astl<\ 
Je^se  Swift  .md  j.)-.iah  I  1.il;l;,  I7S<j;  l.^.i.n.  W  heeler,  'l  iniulh) 
C.istle  and  Jes.se  Sw  iil,  1  79C>  ;   Is.iac  W  heeler,  Maltheu  L<»ii^  and 
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Israel  Laulon,  1791  ;  l.stiac  \\  hcclci ,  Israel  i.awloii  and  John 
I'lcrcc,  1/9-;  Israel  LaulDii,  C  lni)nian  Swittaiul  Josiah  Locke, 
1793;  Chipinan  Swift,  Jusiaii  l.ocke  ami  Israel  Lawton,  1794 
and  1795;  Timothy  Castle,  Jesse  Swift  .iiul  Judah  Moore.  Jr., 
^7\J^»  ^797*  1  79^>  ami  1799;  Jesse  Sw  ill.  Israel  Lawton  and  John 
r'iag^,  1800;  Israel  Lauton. Jesse  Swift  and  Samuel  rhomjjson, 
iSoi;  Israel  Lawton.  1  imoth)'  Castle  and  Jml.ih  Moore,  Jr.. 
1802;  Israel  l^iwton,  Jesse  Swift  and  Mallhew  Loni;.  1  Su^  ; 
Israel  1^'iwton,  jcssc  Swift  and  Luther  Lalhi  uj),  1  St)^  and  1  S05  ; 
limoth)-  Castle.  Joshua  1  hkUon  .md  John  Maj;^.  lSc)();  Israel 
Lawton,  Jesse  Sw  ilt  and  J. >nah  Lineoln,  l  S07  and  1  SoS  ;  Israel 
Lawton.  Jesse  Swift  and  Luther  Lalhruj).  1  S09.  iiSiO.  1811  and 
1S12  ;  Jesse  .^wift.  Aar«»n  Hill  anil  Ahijah  1  la)  iies,  1S13  ;  A. iron 
liill,  Abij.dj  H  iynes  and  Cieur^e  Hreckenrid^e,  1S14;  Zeloles 
Ray,  I)a\  id  Ru^^  antl  I''dijali  Allis.  I  Si  5;  A.iron  Hill,  (leor-^^e 
Heckenriil^e  ami  Luther  I/ithrup.  iSio,  luhnund  Lixermore, 
C  hester  I'.ickard  ami  Harnahu-^  lli-^hnj^s,  1S17;  (.'hesler  I'ack- 
artl,  David  Ru^'^^  and  Zelotes  Ray,  1818  and  I  819;  Zelotes  Ray, 
Harnabus  llastin^^s  and  Silas  Axtell.  iSjd;  C  hester  Pack. ird, 
Jonathan  Fla^^  ami  David  Ru^^i^,  iSji  ;  IVrley  Hartlett,  Asher 
Ila\nes  ami  Daniel  Huell,  l8J2;  I'erle)-  Hartlett,  Silas  A.xlell 
ami  Richard  Waste,  1823;  Da\iil  Ru;_;^s  Asher  Ilavnes  and 
J«)n.ithan  Harnanl.  1824;  Stephen  I'resson,  Alanson  Parmalee 
and  Silas  Axtell,  1S25  .uul  lSj();  Da\  id  RuLj<f,  (icor^e  Hecken- 
nd^c  .md  ihu.ice  AUonl.  1827  .md  1S28  ;  Llam  I'rench,  .Asher 
lla)-nes  and  Israel  L.'iwt(»n.  Jr..  1S29.  1830  and  1831;  A/or 
Smith,  llor.ice  AKonl  .and  lliram  Hill,  1832;  Asher  Ilaxiies. 
S.  r.  I'MaL^L^  and  Luther  C  handler.  lS^3  and  1834;  Otis  1  l.i\  nes, 
Rufus  Smith  and  1  lem.m  Swift,  1S33;  C)tis  Haynes,  llenr)- 
ICstabrook  and  Lli.d  Crosby,  1836;  Idial  Crosby,  Ilenr)'  ICsta- 
brook  ami  Horace  Alvortl.  1837;  Llial  Crc^sby,  Horace  Alvord 
and  llor.ice  Mellen,  1S38;  Horace  AKord.  Horace  Mellen  and 
John  C.  \\'ilst)n,  1839;  I'»rael  Lawton,  Jr.,  Dennis  Harm.dee  and 
K.  F.  Haskell,  1 840  ;  Alanson  H.irm.ilee.  Horace  Hastinjj^*#»  and 
I'dial  Crosby,  1 841;  L.  H.  C  han<ller,  Arvine  Hoyd  and  V//v.\ 
Stetson,  1842;  L.  H.  Chandler,  Ar\ me  iio)'d  and  Hiram  H.is- 
kell,  1843;  Hiram  Haskell,  Heiir)'  h^st.ibrook  and  W^atson  Imcc- 
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in.iii.  1844;  Israel  Ldu  ton,  John  C.  Wilson  .iiul  I  iDiai  c  AKoni, 
1H45  ;  Israel  Lautuii.  Horace  Al\i)ril  ami  Jii.nIus  II.  i.S..i(); 
I  luracc  AKord.  J.  11.  1  aiul  Heii/il  H..\  il.  l  S47  ;  J.  11.  l)i\. 
lieii/.il  ii())  (J  aiul  Otis  1  la>  iies,  i  S4S  ;  lien/il  H«))  d,  Otis  1  la)  nes 
.iiul  Ansel  Adams,  1X49;  J.  II.  l)ix,  Ueniirs  I'arinalee  ami  W'ar- 
H«)\'d.  itSjO;  J.  11.  l)i.\.  Warren  H»»)iiaml  C)li\ei-  l'rest»»n, 
i.Sfi  ;  iXniii^  i'arnialce,  Ar\ine  Hosal  ami  Slilhnan  Alvoiil, 
1S52;  Israel  Lawton,  ( )li\ er  I'reston  and  J  II.  l)i.\.  1S33I0 
1S57  inclusive;  ()li\er  Preston,).  II  l)i\  ami  H.  L.  Harn.ird, 
1S5S  to  iS()J  inclu^i\e;  John  C  .  WiUon.  II  1..  Tanner  ami 
Daniel  Ciisliiiian,  i  SO3  ;  II.  1..  lanner.  J  II.  l)i\  ami  \\/.va  H 
C  handler.  I  S()4,  i  H65  aiul  I  S66  ;  H.  L.  1. inner.  H.  Chandler 
and  II.  II.  Winchester.  I S67  ami  I  80S  ;  Nrael  I  laynes.  Nathan 
\V.  Sargent  .md  1)  M  Warren.  iS(m>;  Nra^  l  lla\  nes.  11.  I 
l  anner  and  \\.  H.  Ch.mdler.  I  S70  ;  Israel  I  Ia>  iu  s.  I  ".  H.  (  hand- 
K  r  and  Iv  H.  KinLrshury,  1S71  ;  H.  II.  Wincluster,  John  Patch 
and  (  ).  H.  Lawton.  1S72  to  1S75  inclusive;  Israel  llasnes. 
C'haunccy  Smith  and  (  ).  H.  I.a\sl«in.  iSji,  .mil  1S77;  <  ).  H.  l.au- 
ttni.  (  h  iuncey  Smith  an.l  Warren  K.  Uo\  d.  1.S7S;  (  ).  H.  Law  ton. 
(  hauncey  Smith  and  li.  H.  Wmche^ter.  l.S7vy.  1  SSo  and  iSSi  ; 
().  li.  I.awton.  II.  1  I  \\  nichester  and  I'.duaid  (  .  l')o>  (l,  i.S<Sj  and 
i.SS  ^;  ( ).  M.  Lawton,  C  linton  C  I  laynes  and  I'alward  I  itus. 
iSS.j;  C  linton  C.  I  Ia)  nes,  lulwaril  I  itus  ami  C  lark  Cjhandler, 
IiSS5  ;  l^dward  Titus.  J.  Henry  Kidder  and  I  lenr)'  Adams,  i.S<S6 
and  1SS7;  J.  Mannin;.;  Hassett,  Idmcr  \:  Win  eh  rand  (  )scar  W. 
Hoyd,  l«S»SS;  J.  I  lenr)'  Kidder,  Spencer  Kohinson  and  Charles 
M  Ware.  1SS9  ami  1  S«^o. 

cc)NCm:sI()N. 

.\/y  I'l  icnds : 

When  I  accepted  your  invitation  to  deliver  the  address  on  this 
occasion,  it  was  my  purpose  that,  in  addition  to  what  I  ha\e 
written,  it  should  also  include  a  hislor)-  of  )'our  schools,  the 
or^Mnization  and  ^rou  th  ol  )'our  icultural .  Society,  and 
especially  the  military  history  of  the  town  in  the  War  of  th^ 
Revolution,  the  War  of  i<Si2,  and  that  of  the  ^reat  Rebellion  of 
1861-1865,  and  in  which  several  stru^^les  the  citizens  of  this 
town  bore  a  willing  and  conspicuous  i)art.     1  am  conscious  that 
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aiUhcss  IS  incinnplclc  \ullu)iil  ii.  hiil  iu  iiIki  liiui.-,  iH'i  in\ 
jn  csciii  ciuulilioii  of  lic.illli  ami  sUciil;iIi  w  DiiKl  permit  the  uiulcr- 
t.ilxiii;,^.  y\u>  portion,  tlicrcli>rc',  o|  nio-^t  import. ml  .in»l  inti  rest- 
ing lii^loi)'  nui.st  be  wiitlcii  up  b)  souk-  other  person — ainl  \  <)U 
h:i\c  ilKiil)'  of  llicin — full)'  conipeleiU  tor  the  task.  i  sineerel) 
h«»pe  that  it  uia)  be  uiulerl  iken  and  eonipleteil  belor*.-  man)  ol 
ilje  iiu  iilents  and  laets.  a-,  u  ell  a>  n.iUK  ^  ol  ac  l* >rs,  c  uiik  eled 
ilu  rew.th  >!iall  be  lost  in  u.ler  loi^ellulness. 


L'pon  the  c*)nclusinn  ol  L  ol.  1  LiNUin^  ^  .nldress  w  hich  ()ccn|)ied 
about  two  ami  three  f»»urths  h. )urs  in  its  deli\ er)  ,  the  l*'ir>l  K<-  L^i- 
me.it  ii md  disc"i>ur>ed  one  ol  their  popular  sclivHions  ia  tlu  ir 
inniiitabic  manner.  It  was  iu)\v  ncarl)  2:]u,  r.  .m.  anii  tiie 
announeenienl  liiat  refreshments  woidd  tlun  be  .served  w.is 
receiwd  w  ith  <.  \  ident  satisf.u ti» »n.  N»i  jmk  committee  was  charL^ed 
\\  ith  L;reater  l.ibor  an*!  njor<  i  \ai  tin^  elion  ih  m  liu  i'>int|iul 
C't>nuuillee,  l)ul  the  bountiful  and  appeli/.in^  repast  whieh  was 
ser\ed  umler  their  directi«)n  and  the  onkil)*  ami  metho. hi  d 
manner  in  which  nearl)'  three  thousand  pe(»i)le  were  caied  lor, 
fully  attests  that  this  committi  e  c» )mpri  hendc d  the  situatit)n  .uid 
carried  out  i  \er)'  detail  to  ilu  pei  U  (  t  --.ilisl.ii  li«  mi  of  all.  The 
wants  ol  the  inner  m.m  ha\  ini;  bei  n  -supplied,  tlu-  president  i  .tiled 
the  assembl.iL^e  to  »»r(k-r  at  >  o'lhu  k  r.  m.  Ii »i  the  post  pi .mdial 
exercisi  ^ 

After  listening  to  a  selec  tion  b)'  tlu  1  h  iisi  hel  (  hiai  li  tte  w  hic  h 
was  received  with  heart)'  aj)plausi-,  Mr.  I'lleh  inlrodiici-d  .Mrs. 
I'.silu  I  S.  l'«>rbes.  Poet  ol  tin  i<ccasioii,  in  the  lollow  iiiL;  happ\' 
u  ord> : 

(  )n  this  import. uit  d.i)  m  our  hislui)  il  is  eminently  proper 
th.il  the  \iitue.  the  intelli;_;ence  of  W  ilmington  womanhood 
should  be  fitl)-  represented.  Such  a  i  c  j 'l  esentatix  e  has  been  found, 
and  1  hope  I  shall  not  mar  the  di^nit)  of  this  occasion  if  i^Ui  o- 
duce  tlu;  kid)  to  )  ou  as  "  .Xunt  I  .stlu  r  I'orbes,"  who  will  now 
read  ynu  an  original  poem  of  welcome. 
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Poem  of  Welcome. 

MRS.  FORBES'S  POEM  OF  WELCOME. 

One  dreary  day  in  cold  December 

Mr.  Childs,  whose  name  is  Layman, 

Sitting  lonely  in  his  office, 

Thinking  of  his  scattered  kindred 

In  the  East  and  to  the  westward, 

And  the  dearest  ones  in  Heaven, 

Making  all  his  life  so  lonely, 

And  the  days  so  sad  and  dreary. 

Thus  to  cheer  himself  he  pondered 

What  would  make  his  life  more  simny, 

Brighten  up  this  pleasant  village 

And  give  comfort  to  the  people. 

So  he  planned  this  little  party, 

Would  invite  the  absent  children 

P>om  the  city  and  the  country, 

From  the  shops  and  from  the  prairies, 

To  come  home  and  help  to  gladden 

With  their  smiles  and  kindly  faces 

All  this  green  and  lovely  valley. 

Then  he  counseled  with  his  brothers, 

Fred  and  Asaph,  and  with  Rollin, 

Who  are  wide  awake  and  ready. 

Full  of  fun,  and  life,  and  spirit, 

Liking  well  to  make  men  happy, 

And  to  add  a  little  sunshine 

In  the  midst  of  rain  and  shadow. 

Thus  they  set  the  ball  a  rolling, 

Which  took  nicely  with  the  people 

And  they  voted  in  town  meeting 

To  invite  the  sons  and  daughters, 

Who  had  wandered  from  the  home  nest, 

Making  homes  of  their  adoption, 

To  come  back  and  by  their  presence 

Help  to  make  a  glad  reunion 

At  this  time  of  jubilation. 
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And  to  give  a  joyous  season, 
Which  will  ever  be  remembered 
By  the  dwellers  in  this  region. 

So,  dear  friends,  we're  glad  to  see  you  ! 
In  our  quiet,  pretty  \  illage, 
Nestled  in  among  the  mountains. 
And  will  give  you  hearty  welcome  ! 
Welcome  to  our  homes  and  firesides ! 
Welcome  to  our  cake  and  coffee! 
To  our  steaks  and  to  our  puddings. 
And  to  drink  our  pure  cold  water. 
May  you  all  enjoy  the  greeting, 
And  the  music  and  the  si)eaking  ; 
And  the  old  familiar  faces. 
Take  a  trip  to  grand  old  Haystack, 
Catch  some  fish  in  Lake  Raponda  ; 
Thus  the  time  may  pass  with  pleasure 
And  you'll  not  regret  your  coming, 
But  will  ever  feel  delighted 
With  your  visit  and  reception 
In  the  home  of  the  Green  Mountains. 

Here  you  once  have  lived  and  listened 

To  the  music  of  the  bird  song 

And  the  gentle  breeze  of  evening  ; 

Taken  many  a  merry  sleigh  ride 

In  the  bright  and  cheery  moonlight, 

In  the  long  and  changeful  winter, 

Making  days  and  weeks  more  joyous 

As  you  passed  through  rain  and  snowdrifts 

To  the  peaceful  days  of  summer. 

You've  studied  in  our  halls  of  learning, 

Plelped  by  many  a  faithful  teacher,  ' 

Who  with  patience  ever  labored, 

And  with  wise  advice  and  counsel 

Helped  you  up  the  hill  of  science ; 
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Listened  to  the  bells  of  Sabbath, 
Turned  your  thoughts  to  heavenly  music, 
And  to  duty,  love,  and  prayer; 
Worshiped  with  the  genial  pastor, 
Loved  his  kindly  admonitions, 
Heeding  many  things  he  taught  you 
Of  the  pleasure  of  right  doing 
And  the  sad  effe6ls  of  sinning. 

Many  kindred  you  will  miss  here. 
And  their  room  seems  very  vacant ; 
They  have  crossed  the  mystic  river, 
They  are  waiting,  still  are  waiting, 
Witli  their  lamps  so  bright  and  shining, 
For  you  in  that  bhssful  haven, 
Thinking  of  tliat  hai)py  union 
Where  there  is  no  grief  or  parting. 

May  your  lives  be  very  happy, 
And  the  peace  of  Heaven  be  with  you, 
Always  trusting  in  the  Father 
Till  you  go  to  join  the  Angels 
"In  the  Island  of  the  Blessed, 
In  the  Land  of  the  Hereafter." 


Mr.  Fitch  then  introduced  C.  M.  Russell,  Toast-Master.  Upon 
assuming  the  direction  of  the  exercises  Mr.  Russell  spoke  as 
follows : 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen : 

Our  jubilee,  this  day  so  auspiciously  begun,  has  a  valid  foun- 
dation. We  stand  here  on  the  authentic  foothold  of  realities- 
realities  rooted  in  the  truth  of  the  past — living  interests  oh 
today — permanent  possessions  for  our  race  Under  us  rests  the 
basis  of  historical  fa6l ;  around  us  stand  the  tokens  of  present 
vitality.     Many  different  elements,  all  animating  and  fruitful  of 
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congratulation,  enter  into  the  high  meaning  of  our  assembly. 

This  great  and  enthusiastic  meeting  is  of  loftier  significance 
than  an  entertainment.  It  is  a  reverential  celebration  of  forcible 
persons,  beneficent  a6lions,  and  immortal  ideas.  It  is  a  visible 
homage  to  a  race  of  men  and  women  who  were  here  before  us, 
noble-spirited,  brave-hearted,  righteous-minded.  It  is  also  a  cordial 
and  almost  spontaneous  expression  of  some  of  the  best  senti- 
ments of  our  common  nature  ;  the  confidence  of  neighbors,  the 
love  of  kindred,  the  mutual  sympathy  of  those  who  sprang  from 
the  same  place,  now  turning  to  the  spot  of  their  nativity.  It  is 
a  tribute  to  the  soil  and  institutions  of  the  State  and  so  is  an 
offering  of  patriotism.  It  honors  enterprise,  education,  industry, 
self-sacrifice,  in  the  persons  of  those  who  planted  here  in  hope, 
wrought  in  energy,  suffered  patiently,  buildcd  wisely,  died  will- 
ingly. It  gathers  up  the  traditions  and  narrations  of  a  territory 
abounding  in  early  adventure  and  hands  them  over  as  an  unpre- 
tending contribution  to  the  domain  of  general  knowledge,  thus 
doing  for  the  treasures  of  history  hereafter  what  the  rivulets  that 
colle(5lthe  rain  drops  and  original  springs  of  the  hill  tops  around 
us  do  for  the  broad  current  that  rolls  their  blended  waters  to  .the 
ocean.  It  refreshes  our  feelings  and  it  enriches  the  future.  It 
wakens  gratitude  to  our  fathers,  and  provides  a  better  heritage  of 
sacred  memories  and  intelligent  interpretations  for  our  children. 

Beyond  these  instru6live  thoughts  which  crowd  upon  our 
minds  there  are  many  matters  of  historic  interest  connected  with 
this  town  and  this  vicinity.  They  would  make  ample  topics  for 
an  address  more  extended  than  would  be  in  place  at  this  time. 
This  is  not  a  place  for  one  man's  speech  but  for  an  exhibition  of 
the  feelings  of  each  and  all  who  meet  here  to  indulge  their 
memories  with  the  past  and  to  honor  their  forefathers. 

The  Toast-Master  then  presented  the  following  sentiments  and 
fitting  responses  were  given  to  each  by  the  gentlemen  named : 

THE  SIGNERS  OF  THE   DECLARATION  OF 
INDEPENDENCE. 
Bold  ^was  the  choice  they  made  between  submission  and  the 
sword.    The  experience  of  a  century  has  proved  the  wisdom  of 
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their  a6lion.  May  the  remembrance  of  their  glorious  a6l  arouse 
the  nations  now  in  bondage  to  burst  the  chains  of  oppression 
and  assert  their  right  to  the  blessings  of  self-government. 

Response  by  Rev.  L.  P.  Tucker  of  Wilmington. 
Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

I  am  bidden  to  respond  to  the  sentiment,  ''The  Signers  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,"  There  were  fifty-six  of  them. 
That  event  occurred  precisely  one  hundred  and  fourteen  years 
ago  this  identical  Friday,  and  its  observance  lias  been  signalized 
by  one  hundred  and  thirteen  rainy  Fourths  of  July.  I  cannot 
help  but  admire  their  sagacity.  Verily,  there  is  no  principle 
known  to  the  modern  science  of  meteorolog}^  there  are  no  three- 
score living  men,  which  could  designate  a  day  for  a  national 
event  which  would  perpetuate  itself  in  rain  forevermore. 

It  is  well  for  us  to  pause  and  consider  what  they  bequeathed 
us.  First,  they  gave  us  a  country,  a  whole  country,  and  a  free 
country.  Next,  they  bequeathed  us  a  national  holiday — a  day 
to  be  observed  by  the  pealing  of  bells,  the  din  of  cannon,  the 
glare  of  illuminations,  the  bewildering  spray  of  fireworks,  the 
measured  tread  of  marching  feet,  and  the  dramatic  parade  of 
ancients  and  horribles.  Let  us  not  underestimate  our  privileges. 
When  the  sons  of  Noah  went  forth  from  the  ark  to  find  the  green 
earth  orphaned  of  its  wealth  of  life — no  carol  of  birds  among 
the  trees,  no  answering  cry  of  wild  beast  in  its  wilderness  lair — 
the  Almighty  set  his  bow  in  the  heavens  as  a  seal  that  never 
again  should  the  earth  be  destroyed  by  water.  When  these  men 
set  their  signatures  to  the  immortal  declaration  it  was  a  prophecy 
that  not  again  should  the  will  of  monarch  triumph  over  the  will 
of  the  people. 

I  know  not  which  the  most  to  admire,  their  sagacity  or  their 
heroism.  We  have  been  taught  to  admire  and  emulate  the 
sublime  courage  of  Regulus,  the  noble  Roman  captive,  who, 
rather  than  sully  his  conscience,  flung  defiance  to  Carthage,  at 
the  peril  of  his  life  ;  we  have  been  thrilled  with  admiration  fcti* 
the  weary  band  who  moved  in  sad  procession  to  SmithfieUrs 
place  of  martyred  dust.  But  I  am  more  and  more  convinced 
that  the  heroism  of  this  immortal  fifty-six  belongs  to  the  type 
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of  the  Roman,  and  was  not  put  to  shame  by  Smithfield.  Give 
your  thought  to  the  fa6ls  in  the  case.  The  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence was  a  glove  of  defiance  thrown  at  the  feet  of  the 
mightiest  naval  power  on  the  globe,  a  power  whose  morning 
drum-beat,  following  the  sun  in  his  course  and  keeping  pace 
with  the  hours,  circled  the  earth  with  one  continuous  and  un- 
broken strain  of  the  martial  airs  of  luigland."  For  tlieir  defence 
from  the  hangman's  halter  they  had  little  more  than  a  half  score 
of  straggling  colonies,  without  commerce,  credit  or  recognition, 
and  a  mob  of  disorganized  continental  peasant  soldiery.  And 
yet  they  did  not  falter,  but  dared  the  fearful  odds. 

They  were  British  subjects.  It  was  not  against  an  alien  power 
that  they  raised  an  insurre6lion.  Their  defiance  was  of  the 
mother  country — the  country  whose  flag  was  their  defence  by 
land  and  sea,  whose  arms  had  protected  them  from  the  incur- 
sions of  the  French  and  Indians.  And  had  not  the  outc(jme 
vindicated  their  wisdom,  instead  of  toasting  them  today  as 
patriots,  we  would  burn  them  in  effigy  as  traitors. 

They  not  only  projected  a  nation  but  gave  it  security  at  home, 
and  honor  abroad.  When  their  fearless  hands  laid  aside  the  pen 
of  defiance  they  seized  the  sword,  and  the  helm  of  State.  Who 
were  they  ?  Franklin,  the  philosopher,  statesman,  and  diplomat ; 
Sherman,  the  sagacious  and  scrupulous  lawyer  ;  Hancock,  the 
discrete  governor  ;  Jefferson  and  Adams,  the  future  presidents. 
They  furnished  the  first  Chief  Magistrate  his  cabinet,  they  sup- 
plied the  infant  nation  its  initial  reign  Ministry.  Never  did 
one  nation  at  the  same  time  possess  so  magnificent  a  galaxy  of 
minds,  so  diverse,  and  withal  so  mutually  helpful.  It  is  not  too 
much  to  presume  that  their  equal  ^\  ill  never  illumine  another 
age.  Never  was  man  more  fortunate  than  Washington  in  the 
strength  and  integrity  of  his  supporters.  Indeed,  much  of  the 
credit  which  is  naturally  bestowed  on  the  Father  of  his  Country, 
might  not  be  misplaced  were  it  rendered  to  these,  his  conter^po- 
raries  and  advisers. 

The  Signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  they  gave 
birth  to  the  infant  Republic.  They  cradled  it  in  the  lap  of  their 
hopes  and  pride.     They  nourished  it  with  their  heroism  and 
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self-sacrifice.  With  parental  solicitude  they  bequeathed  it  a 
commerce,  a  chara6ler,  a  mission  of  holy  valor.  Today  tlic 
foremost  nation  under  the  stars  represents  from  sea  to  sea  and 
from  the  Dominion  to  the  Gulf,  a  stability,  a  chara^ler,  a  promise 
of  perpetuity,  impressed  upon  it  by  these  heroes  of  a  century 
since,  in  the  secret  council  of  Independence  Hall. 

In  introducing  J^J<J^'t^  J-  M.  Tyl*-'i'  Hrattleboro  the  Chair- 
man said  : 

An  independent  and  fearless  judiciary  is  the  stron«j^est  bul- 
wark against  the  oppressions  and  corruptions  of  power.  In  the 
purity  and  learning  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Vermont  we  cheer- 
fully recognize  jurists  of  elevated  chara6ler,  superior  learning 
and  wisdom,  and  unimpeachable  integrity — virtues  which  justice 
in  her  highest  exemplers  should  always  possess  and  respe6l. 
One  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont is  the  Hon.  James  M.  Tyler  of  Brattleboro,  a  son  of  Wil- 
mington and  his  sentiment  is  expressed  in  these  words  : 

WILMINGTON,  "HER   CHILDREN   ARISE  UP 
AND  CALL   HER  BLESSED." 
Response  by  Judge  Tveek. 

I  have  not  traveled  a  hundred  miles  today  to  make  a  speech 
here,  but  to  testify,  like  a  few  thousand  others,  to  my  affe6lion 
for  my  native  town.  The  devotion  of  the  children  of  Wilming- 
ton to  their  old  town  has  always  been  a  subject  of  remark. 
Wherever  they  go,  and  they  may  be  found  in  all  parts. of  the 
country  helping  to  found  new  towns,  cities,  and  industries,  the)' 
always  cast  a  longing,  lingering  glance  behind.  Doubtless  this 
is  partly  due  to  the  beauties  of  the  scenery.  Did  anyone  ever 
stand  on  the  hill  to  the  south  which  overlooks  the  village  and 
not  carry  away  a  vivid  mental  picture  of  the  view  thence  obtained. 
Were  there  ever  more  beautiful  hills,  more  solemn  forests,  richer 
valleys  than  the  ones  around  us,  or  more  sparkling  brooks  than 
those  that  here  go  singing  on  their  ceaseless  course. 

Pleasanter  homesteads  are  nowhere  to  be  found  than  those 
that  dot  these  hills  and  valleys.    To  these  homes  the  children 
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ever  fondly  recur.  Wilmington  is  so  hemmed  in  by  the  moun- 
tains that  the  people  necessarily  become  self-reliant  and  strong, 
and  they  are  so  thrown  upon  each  other  that  a  bond  of  attach- 
ment is  formed  that  is  never  severed.  Local  strifes  they  may 
have,  but  these  only  indicate  spirit. 

Wilmington  !  we  return  to  you  today  to  greet  your  living  and 
honor  the  memory  of  your  dead.  May  your  future  prosperity 
be  as  constant  as  the  flow  of  your  rivers  ;  while  old  Haystack 
with  its  shining  lake  crowning  its  summit  forever  stands  guard 
over  the  honor  and  integrity  of  your  people  ! 

FREEDOM  AND  UNITY. 

Fit  motto  for  the  free  Union-loving  people  of  Vermont.  Should 
the  genius  of  constitutional  liberty  ever  be  driven  from  the  fair 
shores  of  America,  her  last  footsteps  will  linger  among  the  hills 
and  valleys  of  the  Green  Mountain  State. 

Resi'Onse,  Rev.  E.  W.  Vierce. 
Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlenien : 

The  text  for  the  very  short  sermon  I  shall  preach  this  after- 
noon, as  given  by  the  Toast-Master,  is  the  motto  on  the  State 
seal  of  Vermont — "  Freedom  and  Unity." 

There  is  a  saying  quite  common,  "  He  blows  his  own  trumpet," 
and  it  seems  as  if  the  people  of  Vermont  were  given  to  that 
habit.  From  my  associations  with  the  people  of  the  State  for 
over  ten  years  I  have  concluded  they  were  justified  in  doing  so. 
The  Orator  of  the  Day  has  spoken  of  the  difficulty  undergone 
by  Vermont  in  settling  the  boundary  question.  New  York 
claimed  the  territory  extending  as  far  east  as  the  Connecticut 
River,  whereas  New  Hampshire  thought  she  was  entitled  to  the 
land  as  far  west  as  the  Green  Mountains.  Massachusetts  was 
ready  to  claim  her  portion  of  the  disputed  territory.  On  the 
17th  of  January,  1777,  in  session  through  her  delegates  at  West- 
minster or  "  No.  I  "  as  it  was  then  called,  drew  up  a  declajjcition 
of  independence  in  the  language  of  that  of  the  thirteen  states, 
delivered  July  4th,  1776. 

Throughout  the  United  States,  from  Maine  to  Texas,  from 
Boston  to  San  Francisco,  her  loyal  sons  and  daughters  on  each 
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returning  17th  of  January,  eat  butternuts,  maple  sugar,  pork" 
and  beans.  Throughout  her  career  Vermont,  I  beHeve,  has  ever 
been  true  to  that  spirit  which  produces  true  h^eedom  and  tends 
to  the  unity  of  her  people.  She  has  ever  been  foremost  in  those 
reforms  that  elevate  mankind.  What  was  her  position  regarding 
the  slavery  question  ?  Was  it  not  unswerving  fidelity  to  the 
{)rinciples  underlying  her  motto  ?  While  other  States  were  tem- 
porizing or  compromising  the  matter,  Vermont  was  decided  as  to 
the  injustice  of  the  traffic  in  flesh  and  blood. 

Way  back  in  the  year  1777,  in  November,  Capt.  Ebenezer 
Allen  on  his  way  to  take  possession  of  Fort  Ticonderoga,  cap- 
tures the  rear-guard  of  the  flying  British.  Among  the  prisoners 
were  Dinah  Morris,  a  colored  woman,  a  slave  of  a  British  officer, 
and  her  child.  Capt.  Allen,  being  conscious  of  the  fact  that  it 
was  not  right  in  the  sight  of  God  to  keep  any  person  in  the 
state  of  servitude,  gives  Dinah  a  certificate  of  freedom,  which 
document?  was  recorded  in  the  Town  Clerk's  Office  in  Benning- 
ton. No  less  loyal  was  she  to  her  country  in  the  Revolution. 
The  Green  Mountain  Boys  pledged  her  five  thousand  hardy  sol- 
diers to  defend  their  country  from  the  foreign  foe.  It  is  doubtful 
if  at  that  time  there  were  so  many  men  able  to  bear  arms.  When 
the  Civil  War  began,  and  the  call  was  made  for  troops,  Vermont 
again  quickly  responded  with  men  and  means.  It  is  estimated 
that  ten  out  of  every  hundred  of  her  population  were  represented 
in  the  service,  or  out  of  37,000  liable  to  military  duty  nearly 
34,000  stood  credited  on  the  roster.  These  soldiers  too,  kept 
up  the  past  record. 

Gen.  Scott,  with  feeling  tremor  in  his  voice,  said  in  the  opening 
days  of  the  Rebellion,  "  Give  me  the  VermcMit  Regiments  ;  give 
me  all  the  Vermont  soldiers  ;  I  remember  the  Vermonters  at 
Lundy's  Lane."  During  the  fearful  battle  at  Gettysburg,  when 
the  tide  was  going  against  our  men,  the  soldiers  of  Vermont 
turned  threatened  defeat  into  glorious  victory.  The  order  came 
from  headquarters  on  that  fateful  time,  "Put  the  Vermonts*> 
ahead  and  keep  the  column  well  closed  up."  At  an  early  date 
Vermont  took  a  prominent  stand  in  the  cause  of  temperance, 
realizing  man  could  not  enjoy  the  true  freedom  and  unity  and 
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keep  in  power  the  curse  of  intemperance.  Wherever  her  people 
have  taken  up  their  abode  their  intluence  has  been  felt  in  the 
drafting  of  laws.  Michigan  adopted  a  prohibitory  law  in  1850, 
but  this  a6l  was  largely  due  to  the  activity  of  emigrants  from 
Vermont.  In  1868  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  Ver- 
mont was  introduced  in  her  Legislature  extending  the  ballot  to 
woman,  but  it  was  voted  dou^n.  In  the  cause  of  religion  and 
education  Vermont  is  no  less  prominent.  While  I  do  not  main- 
tain she  has  been  always  loyal  to  the  spirit  of  her  State  motto 
to  the  full  extent  of  the  letter,  she  has  always  maintained  in  a 
creditable  manner  and  degree  the  principles  that  make  her  people 
God-fearing  and  man-loving. 

Mr.  Russell  then  said  : 

When,  on  that  eventful  morning  in  April,  1861,  the  blazing 
cannon  sent  its  shot  and  shell  against  Sumter's  walls,  spelling 
out  upon  the  political  sky  in  letters  written  in  blood,  the  words 
civil  war  "  and  so  vivid  that  the  whole  world  could  behold — 
the  loyal  sons  of  Vermont  breathing  a  spirit  of  patriotism  as 
pure  as  the  air  of  the  grand  old  hills  around  them,  rushed  to  the 
nation's  capital  to  uphold  the  honor  oi  the  flag  and  to  preserve 
intact  the  Republic.  Among  the  34,000  patriotic  men  who 
marched  away  from  the  Green  Mountain  State  there  were  none 
who  were  braver  or  more  loyal  to  country  and  the  flag  than 
those  from  our  own  town.  Their  record  from  Bull  Run  to 
Appomattox,  where  secession  was  forever  buried,  forms  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  of  the  many  grand  chapters  of  local  history.  I 
propose  this  sentiment, 

THE  SOLDIERS  OF  WILMINGTON. 
Response  by  Comrade  A.  P.  Childs  of  Springfield,  Mass. 
Mr.  Chainnan  and  Felloui  Citizens  : 

The  hills  and  valleys  of  Wilmington  salute  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  an  honored  ancestry  today,  and  all  nature  inspires 
our  sincere  acclaims  of  praise  and  thanksgiving  ;  while  our 
hearts  are  aflamed  with  love  and  sympathy  toward  the  hallowed 
memories  of  the  past,  with  sentiments  of  undying  remembrance 
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for  the  dead  and  the  Hving,  we  would  lift  our  thoughts  and 
voices  in  reverent  and  profound  recognition  of  the  Author  of  Life 
and  Destiny,  through  whose  matchless  beneficence  alone  are  we 
assembled  in  unity  of  spirit  and  purpose,  to  exalt  the  fame  of 
sire  and  town,  of  hero  and  sage,  of  a  hamlet  unexcelled  in  the 
cliarafter  an'd  nobility  of  its  founders  and  descendants,  unbounded 
in  its  hospitality. 

The  soldiers  of  Wilmington  were  heroes  ;  the  heroes  of  Wil- 
mington are  a  greater  number.  The  faces  and  forms  of  the 
fallen  seem  to  illume  this  mingled  festal  and  sombre  occasion, 
while  voices  long  silent  are  attuned  in  melody  with  our  own,  in 
reviewing  the  deeds,  the  virtues,  of  the  beloved  dead  and  living. 
May  these  consecrated  and  sacred  surroundings  arouse  our 
loftiest  convictions  and  indelibly  impress  those  lessons  of  duty 
and  patriotism  which  guided  and  sustained  the  pioneers  who 
established  our  town,  who  preserved  our  common  country. 

Ours  the  heritage  saved  through  their  sublime  devotion  ;  ours 
the  responsibility  to  guard,  protect,  defend,  through  constant  and 
intelligent  vigilence,  through  patriotic  and  unswerving  loyalty  to 
every  public  and  private  duty;  through  such  devotion  alone 
shall  be  perpetuated  the  noblest  legacy,  the  grandest  trust  ever 
bequeathed  to  man.  This  inheritance,  born  of  danger,  sacrifice, 
courage,  and  unselfish  fidelity,  is  the  very  essence  of  nobility, 
virtue,  wisdom  and  heroism.  High  upon  the  ultimate  Roll  of 
Honor  shall  be  engraved  the  names  of  those  whose  lives  and 
aims  were  unawed  by  the  allurements  of  wealth  or  repose,  who 
never  proved  unworthy  to  the  sacred  interests  involved  in  the 
honor  and  glory  of  their  town  and  country,  nor  unconscious 
of  the  grandeur  of  duty  and  destiny. 

Their  ennobling  example  contained  no  alloy  of  self-seeking ; 
unselfish,  patient,  neighborly,  fraternal,  straightforward,  unheed- 
ing the  rewards  of  money,  or  political  distinction,  their  fragrant 
lives,  their  untarnished  patriotism  commended  by  unfettered 
convictions  of  right,  unsullied  conscience,  unyielding  honesty  ol*^ 
purpose,  "  unmoved  by  terror,  unbribed  by  gain  "  they  held  aloft, 
in  public  or  private  station,  the  unstained  sceptre  of  manhood 
and  duty. 


I04 


Wilmington  Reunion. 


May  we  ever  put  the  welfare  of  the  State  and  Country  above 
sordid  or  partisan  soHcitude,  whereby  we  may  imitate  those 
whom  we  applaud  today.  Every  manly  defender  of  the  Union 
should  have  recognition,  but  national  or  personal  gratitude  should 
not  obscure  nor  obliterate  the  grave  distinction  between  honor- 
able and  dishonorable  service. 

I  dare  not  risk  allusion  to  the  names  most  closely  linked  with 
the  struggles  of  our  native  town,  nor  foremost  in  the  arena  of 
national  conflict,  lest  faulty  speech  or  memory  omit  mention  of 
even  one  of  the  list  of  heroes  and  statesmen.  A  thoughtful 
survey  of  the  glorious  past  unfolds  no  important  achievement 
in  the  nation's  progress  and  welfare  wherein  Vermont  bore  a 
meagre  or  unheroic  part.  The  State,  in  peace  or  war,  has  been 
prodigal  in  noble  lives,  while  our  native  town  has  contributed 
always  its  full  quota  of  those  mental  and  moral  forces  required 
to  establish  and  maintain  the  majesty  and  integrity  of  the  United 
States.  The  muster  rolls  of  history  record  no  worthier  names 
than  were  enrolled  by  the  loyal  and  faithful  citizenship  of  old 
Wilmington  in  the  struggle  that  made  and  preserved  us  a 
nation."  In  the  eternal  encampment  none  braver  or  truer  repose 
than  those,  who  in  battle  front  from  '6i  to  '65,  fought  for  the 
Union.  The  soldiers  of  Wilmington,  living  or  dead,  honored 
their  town,  their  state,  their  country. 

These  men,  with  amazing  heroism,  with  relentless  courage, 
severed  the  sacred  ties  of  home,  kindred,  friends,  in  response  to 
their  country's  summons,  and  followed  by  the  prayers  and  tears 
of  loved  ones,  exchanged  the  abodes  of  peace  and  plenty  for 
scenes  of  peril  and  danger  on  land  and  sea,  "  theirs  not  to  make 
reply  ;  theirs  not  to  reason  why  ;  theirs  but  to  do  and  die." 
Noble  men,  how  we  miss  them  today !  Enshrined  in  our  hearts, 
their  lofty  devotion,  undaunted  courage,  their  fidelity  to  principle, 
deserves  unending  praise  and  recognition. 

Worthy  sons  of  noble  sires,  your  example  and  deeds  inspire 
immortal  commendation.  Your  fame  is  securely  embalmed  in 
the  hearts  of  the  people,  in  the  unceasing  love  and  affe<5lion  of 
humanity,  in  the  enduring  archives  of  national  reverence  and 
gratitude.    The  vacant  chair,  the  simple  grave,  the  empty  sleeve, 
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the  faded  blue,  remind  us  of  the  great  conflict,  the  victory  ;  the 
widow,  the  orphan,  the  helpless,  should  awaken  a  grander  charity, 
a  nobler  consecration  to  liberty  and  humanity.  How  secure 
that  nation  whose  heritage  is  the  bount)-  of  such  men!  How 
w  orthy  that  cause  which  enlists  such  defenders  ! 

Their  noblest  monument,  an  imitation  of  their  virtues.  Resolve 
then,  this  day,  to  lift  the  shadows  from  sorrowing  homes  ;  to 
upbuild  the  town  they  loved  and  saved  ;  to  remember  the  defend- 
ers and  the  defenseless  ;  to  succor  the  helpless  and  needy  ;  to 
rescue  the  fallen,  to  shield  the  poor  and  distressed.  Thus  shall 
)'ou  render  due  tribute  and  honor,  and  garland  the  dead  through 
the  shining  deeds  of  the  living,  a  memorial  that  will  never,  never 
crumble  nor  decay.  This  duty,  faithfully  discharged,  will  com- 
mand sure  passport  and  countersign  through  the  picket  lines 
to  the  eternal  bivouac,  where  only  the  highest  rewards  for 
unselfish  and  manly  living  are  bestowed. 

(lod  bless  our  native  town,  her  founders  and  her  defenders  ; 
and  may  her  future  be  worthy  her  sacrifices,  her  deserx'ings. 

THE  ORATOR  OF  THK  DAY. 

May  his  aftive  life  find  solace  and  vigor  and  may  his  age  reap 
the  fruits  of  serenity  and  peace  amid  the  placid  retirements  of 
the  hills  of  his  native  State. 

Restonse  hv  Col.  Kittredge  Haskins. 
Air.  Toast-Mastcr  a)id  Fclhnv  Citizois  : 

1  know  that  you  will  agree  with  me  that  I  have  already  done 
my  full  share  of  the  talking  (mi  this  occasion,  and  I  now  rise 
simply  to  acknowledge  the  compliment  of  the  sentiment  just 
read.  I  will,  however,  say  that  I  was  born  in  Vermont,  have 
lived  fifty-four  years  of  my  life  here,  and  unless  death  overtakes 
me  while  temporarily  absent  from  home,  I  shall  die  here.  You 
will  excuse  another  remark,  and  that  is  that  I  have  been  pained 
to  know  that  the  population  of  this  town,  like  many  other  of  the 
surrounding  towns,  has  been  constantly  decreasing  during  theiK 
last  few  decades.  This  is  not  as  it  should  be  ;  there  ought  to  be 
a  steady  increase  instead  of  a  decrease  in  population.  And  I 
would  say  to  the  young  men  and  women  of  Wilmington — its 
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boys  and  girls — that  while  you  are  without  many  of  the  attrac- 
tions and  excitements  incident  to  life  in  the  larger  towns  and 
cities,  yet  here  you  are  blessed  in  the  possession  of  that  which 
is  better  still — the  best  and  happiest  homes  on  earth.  I  have 
spoken  to  you  today  of  the  pioneers  and  early  fathers  of  this 
goodly  town.  How  they  came  here  and  founded  homes  for 
themselves  and  their  posterity  in  one  of  the  loveliest  valleys  the 
sun  ever  shone  on,  and  upon  hill  and  mountain-side,  beautiful 
and  majestic.  They  lived  happily,  prospered  and  died  here,  leav- 
ing you  a  rich  inheritance.  If  you  wall  but  imitate  their  example, 
and  be  content  to  remain  here,  as  I  implore  you  to  do,  it  will 
require  but  an  earnest  effort  on  your  part  to  make  this  town 
bloom  and  blossom  like  the  rose,  and  bear  the  richest  fruits  of 
material  prosperity  and  happmess. 

THE   LEGAL  Fl^ATh:RNITY. 

Wilmington  has  ever  been  noted  for  the  produ6lion  of  lawyers. 
We  recognize  among  us  one  of  their  profession  and  descent — a 
worthy  representative  of  their  abilities  and  virtues. 

Response  by  Hon.  A.  A.  Butterfield  of  Whitingham. 
My  Friends: 

You  do  not  expect  a  speech  from  me  at  this  time  nor  am  I 
going  to  make  one.  It  is  too  late  in  this  sultry  day  to  talk  and 
be  well  received  unless  one  has  something  mirthful  to  say,  and 
you  know  I  am  one  of  the  solemn  kind,  nothing  amusing 
about  me. 

What  you  want  is  to  know  that  the  wandering  sons  of  VVil- 
mnigton  have  returned  to  show  their  allegiance  to  their  native 
town  and  account  for  themselves.  I  say  wandering  sons,  I  can- 
not say  lost.  How  can  we  be  lost  to  Wilmington  when  there  is 
mingled  with  our  most  sacred  thoughts  in  the  morning,  and  our 
happiest  refle6lions  at  evening,  remembrances  of  our  childhood 
days  in  her  beautiful  borders.  As  you  know  I  was  not  reared 
in  this  lovely  village,  but  in  the  language  of  another,  "  My  father 
was  a  farmer,  and  his  farm  was  bounded  north,  east,  south,  and 
west  by  a  high  stone  wall " — and  these  hands  assisted  in  laying 
some  of  that  wall — "  and  these  walls  were  expelled  to  bound 
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my  hopes,  my  expe6lations  and  my  ambitions  for  this  world." 
They  did  not,  however,  keep  me.  I  did  not  follow  the  advice  of 
the  late  Horace  Greeley  and  go  West,  but  rather  took  the  hint 
from  Henry  C.  Boyd,  who  used  to  live  at  Luther  Harrington's, 
about  one  fourth  mile  from  Whitnigham  line.  I  hope  Henry  is 
here  today.  In  his  childhood  he  is  reported  to  have  said, 
*'  When  I  am  grown  up  I  shan't  live  in  this  country,"  and  when 
being  inquired  of  where  he  should  go,  replied  "to  Whitingham." 

My  friends  here  who  have  and  who  are  to  speak  today  have 
the  advantage  of  me  as  my  subje6l  was  not  assigned  until  since 
dinner.  They  knew  a  long  time  ago  what  they  were  to  speak 
upon  and  prepared  for  it.  They  have  attended  other  reunions, 
celebrations  and  centennial  occasions,  and  have  gathered  the  best 
words  and  expressions  for  today,  and  I  am  glad  of  it.  They 
delved  in  the  mines  of  earth  and  bring  today  the  rarest  gems 
and  lay  them  at  your  feet ;  they  have  roamed  among  the  flowers 
and  plucked  for  you  those  only  of  the  loveliest  tint,  fairest  form 
and  most  delicate  fragrace  ;  they  have  pored  over  the  volumes  of 
prose  and  poetry  and  copied  the  choicest  sentiments  and  most 
lofty  thoughts,  all  for  you  and  for  me  today. 

What  can  I  say  of  the  legal  fraternity  after  what  is  contained 
in  the  carefully  prepared  address  of  Col.  Haskins  to  which  you 
have  listened  ?  How  can  I  add  to  that?  How  can  I  add  to  the 
glory  and  fame  your  lawyers  have  attained?  Many  of  them 
are  here  to  respond  for  themselves.  According  to  the  usual  lot 
of  life  three  generations  have  passed  away  since  Wilmington 
begun  its  career  and  on  an  average  in  each  generation  you  have 
sent  out  one  lawyer  to  every  one  hundred  inhabitants,  men, 
women  and  children  ;  this,  of  course,  includes  those  who  studied 
here,  though  not  natives  of  the  town,  and  nearly  all  of  them 
were  farmers'  sons  reared  to  habits  of  frugality,  honesty,  tem- 
perance and  virtue. 

Wilmington  will  have  no  occasion  to  blush  on  account  of  her 
legal  sons,  but  may  the  rather  be  proud  of  the  record  they  haves, 
made.    There  are  two  lawyers  of  whom  1  wish  to  say  a  word, 
one  the  most  honored,  and  the  other  by  me  the  most  loved.  In 
my  boyhood  days,  when  I   walked  to  church,  coming  down 
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through  the  mowing  of  Mrs.  Boyd  yonder,  and  past  the  law 
office  of  the  late  Oscar  L.  Shafter,  such  was  my  impression  of 
the  wickedness  of  lawyers  that  when  passing  that  office  I  always 
turned  my  face  away  for  fear  of  being  contaminated  therewith, 
and  yet  like  many  another  when  I  arrived  at  mature  years  I 
found  that  Mr.  Shafter,  of  all  )^our  lawyers,  was  the  most  noble, 
the  greatest,  the  grandest,  and  strange  to  say  I  studied  law  in 
that  once  terribly  dreaded  office  with  the  late  lamented  and  highly 
respected  Charles  N.  Davenport.  The  other  lawyer  of  whom  I 
wish  to  speak  was  raised  over  in  School  District  No.  i.  Brother 
Boyd  w^as  raised  in  that  distri6l  but  he  is  here  to  speak  for  him- 
self— and  the  ladies.  The  brother  alluded  to  is  another  and 
dearer  one  to  me,  and  if  Wilmington  were  to  vote  to  erect  a 
monument  for  me  and  make  it  of  enduring  granite,  and  raise  it 
four  hundred  feet  high,  and  present  it  to  me  to  use  as  I  saw  fit, 
I  would  give  it  all  for  the  kindly  word  of  warm  and  whole- 
hearted friendship,  love  and  admiration,  which  has  today  been 
,so  many  times  expressed  by  so  many  of  you,  and  which  dwells 
in  your  hearts  for  him,  which  to  me  seems  a  better  monument 
than  lettered  marble  or  enduring  granite. 

At  this  point  the  Chairman  read  the  following  letter  and  poem 
received  from  Mrs.  Belle  Butterfield  of  Haigler,  Neb.: 

Haigler,  Neb.,  June  27,  1890. 

C.  M.  Russell,  Esq.  : 

Dear  Sir  : — As  the  time  approaches  for  the  reunion  we  feel 
ourselves  quite  defrauded  in  not  being  able  to  be  present.  There 
can  never  be  a  home  to  us  like  Wilmington,  since  all  that  we 
know  of  the  supreme  joy  and  sorrow  of  life  came  to  us  there. 
As  the  birthplace  of  our  children  it  is  most  sacred,  and  their 
affe61ion  and  ours,  must  hallow  it  to  us  forever.  Enclosed  I 
send  a  few  lines  that  poorly  express  our  thought  for  her  on  her 
'*  day  of  days."  Thanking  you  for  your  kind  interest**and 
remembrance,  Very  Truly, 

Belle  Butterfield. 
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The  wind-swept  plains,  send  greeting  to  the  hills, 

The  grand  old  hills!  that  stretch  like  ramparts  strong — 

Guarding  the  valleys  fair,  whose  wonders  wait 

The  limner's  pencil,  and  the  poet's  song. 

Thou  standest  Wilmington,  a  radiant  (jueen  ! 
Bidding  thy  loyal  hosts  once  more  to  thee  ; 
A  mother,  opening  wide  thy  loving  arms, 
To  draw  thy  wandering  children  tenderly. 

With  eager  feet,  they  homeward  thronging  come, 
Leaving  the  stress  of  prosp'rous  toil,  and  care, 
To  find  the  glamour  of  their  vanished  youth, 
h^illing  the  siuishine  of  their  nati\e  aii-. 

1  hey  bring,  oh  mother-ciueen,  their  offerings, 
Pledging  their  love,  and  fealty  unto  tliee, 
Who  thro'  the  changing  )'eai"s.  inichanged  hast  kei)t, 
Living  or  dead — th>'  children's  memory. 


So  though  thou  standest  crowned  with  flowers, 
And  clad  with  beauty,  sure  some  touch  of  pain, 
Shall  stir  the  roses  on  thy  breast,  when  tliou 
Rememb'rest  those,  who  will  not  come  again. 

We  who,  far  off,  know  only  thou  art  dear, 
Our  homage  take,  while  on  th)^  heart  \vc  lay, 
One  tender,  tiny  blossom  of  the  love, 
The  prairie  sends  thee,  on  tli)^  festal  day. 

Another  member  of  the  legal  fraternity  who  has  gone  out 
from  our  town  and  who  worthily  represents  us  in  the  Granite 
State  is  our  distinguished  friend,  K.  M.  l^'orbes,  Ivsq.  of  Win- 
chester, N.  H.     He  will  respond  to  the  suggestive  sentiment,  |^ 
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BRIEFS. 
Response  by  E.  M.  Forbes. 
Mr.  Toast-Mastcr  and  Friends : 

I  say  friends  for  although  we  are  many  of  us  totally  unac- 
quainted, yet  we  are  friends,  if  not  to  each  other,  we  are  all 
friends  to  good  old  Wilmington.  1  cannot  claim,  like  many  here, 
to  be  a  son  of  Wilmington,  still  I  am  a  true  Vermonter,  having 
been  born  in  the  good  town  of  Bennington  and  passed  many  of 
the  happiest  years  of  my  life  here.  And  although  I  have  not 
exa6lly  followed  the  advice  of  Col.  I  laskins  to  remain  in  Vermont, 
I  have  not  moved  out  of  sight  of  grand  old  Haystack  Mountain, 
as  upon  any  fair  day  I  can  get  a  good  view  of  it  from  my  library 
or  sitting-room  ;  and  it  is  now,  as  when  living  here,  my  barometer. 

The  subje6l  upon  which  I  am  asked  to  speak,  "  Briefs,"  would 
seem  to  include  brief-makers  or  lawyers.  There  is  probably  no 
town  of  the  size  of  Wilmington  in  all  New  England  that  has 
turned  out  such  a  number  of  lawyers,  and  among  them  many 
who  have  attained  eminence.  You  have  heard  their  names  to- 
day and  know  them,  I  need  not  repeat  them.  Among  all  these, 
Hon.  Oscar  Lovell  Shafter  occupied  the  highest  place,  and  won 
for  himself  the  greatest  praise.  At  the  time  Mr.  Shafter  went 
to  California  Gen.  James  Wilson,  formerly  known  as  "  Long  Jim 
Wilson,"  in  the  campaign  of  1 840 — possibly  some  here  may 
recollect  his  speaking  with  Daniel  Webster  on  Stratton  Moun- 
tain— yes,  I  see  one  man  right  before  me  who  remembers  it — 
was  in  California  upon  the  United  States  Land  Commission. 
And  he  has  several  times  said  to  me  that  Mr.  Shafter  had  done 
more  to  establish  the  laws  of  California  upon  a  firm  basis  than 
any  other  man.  This,  coming  from  such  a  man  as  General 
Wilson,  I  consider  the  highest  praise  a  man  could  well  have 
bestowed  upon  him. 

I  am  proud  to  say  that  I  studied  in  Mr.  Shafter's  office  with 
many  pleasant  associates.  And  I  am  more  proud  to  say  that  of 
all  the  lawyers  who  have  gone  forth  from  this  town  I  knS\v  of 
no  one  who  has  disgraced  his  profession. 

I  am  reminded  by  my  subje6l  as  well  as  by  the  remarks  of 
our  Chairman  that  I  should  be  brief,  and  as  it  is  said  that 
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"  brevity  is  the  soul  of  wit,"  and  I  have  no  hope  or  expe6lation 
of  being  witty  in  any  other  way  than  in  being  brief  I  will  close, 
tlianking  you  for  your  kind  attention. 

Among  the  diversity  of  talents  possessed  by  the  people  of 
Wilmington,  past  and  present,  musical  taste  and  skill  has  ever 
taken  high  rank.  Among  the  many  possessing  this  genius,  per- 
haps no  one  family  has  exceeded  in  culture  and  celebrity  the 
IHagg  family,  a  name  which  has  been  interwoven  for  many  years 
in  local  history,  in  various  honored  relations.  We  are  happy  in 
the  fact  today  that  we  have  with  us  a  worthy  representative  of 
that  family  and  it  is  with  a  high  degree  of  pleasure  that  I  intro- 
duce to  you  Mr.  Fred  A.  Flagg  of  New  York  City,  who  will 
respond  to  the  sentiment, 

THE  OLD  CHURCH   CHOH^S  OF  WH.MINGTON. 
Mr.  Chainnan,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

I  felt  considerably  flattered  when  I  received  an  invitation  a 
few  days  since,  from  the  Chairman  of  your  Literary  Committee, 
to  respond  to  some  appropriate  sentiment  on  this  joyous  and 
significant  occasion.  I  was  rather  taken  with  its  euphony  and 
the  general  import  of  the  subje6l  assigned  me  for  response,  "  The 
Old  Church  Choirs  of  Wilmington." 

But  confli6ling  emotions  took  possession  of  me  after  that  I 
had  accepted  and  when  I  realized  how  limited  my  time  was  in 
which  to  gather  the  proper  material  and  data  with  which  to  do 
justice  to  so  deserving  a  subje^l.  I  feared  lest  my  subject  as 
well  as  my  hearers  and  my  own  reputation  might  suffer  in  conse- 
quence of  my  acceptance. 

I  found  myself  in  about  the  same  fix  that  the  old  farmer  was 
who  was  driving  a  pair  of  steers  that  were  a  trifle  skittish,  and, 
coming  to  a  pair  of  bars,  tied  the  rope  about  his  body  that  they 
might  not  get  away,  but  when  he  stooped  to  let  down  the  bars, 
the  steers  became  frightened  and  ran  away,  tearing  through  theiK 
pasture,  over  stumps  and  rocks,  the  old  man's  head  being  in  the 
air  one  instant  and  his  feet  the  next,  like  a  mill  log  in  a  spring- 
freshet,  until  finally  the  rope  broke,  leaving  the  old  gentleman 
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apparently  lifeless  by  tlie  roadside.  Kind  iieii^dibors  ran  to  his 
:issistance  and  one  exelainied,  "  Wh}'  Unele  Zek'e  did  you  do 
such  a  reckless  thing?"  The  old  man,  L^asping,  said,  "1  saw 
m)'-  mistake  beiore  I  had  i^one  ten  rods."  And  so  I  saw  my  mis- 
take within  a  ver)'  short  time  after  1  had  consented  to  respond 
to  the  suljjecl  assigaied  me. 

1  know  of  no  y;ood  reason  oi'  excuse  for  assiL^aiing  the  subject 
of  "The  Old  Church  Choirs  of  Wilmin^lon  "  to  me  other  than 
because  one  wdiose  name  T  have  the  honor  to  bear  was  identified 
with  the  music  of  the  churches  of  Wilmiui^^ton  for  upwards  of 
forty  years.  I  need  not  recall  for  you,  nor  tire  you  with  a 
detailed  account  or  a  specific  rev  iew  of  the  early  history  of  the 
music  that  contributed  and  the  musicians  who  performed  this 
im|j()rtant  part  in  the  devotional  exercises  in  the  churches  (T 
Wilmington. 

I^'rom  the  earliest  history  of  the  church  clioirs  of  this  \'illage 
the  services  of  the  singers  have  been  lor  the  most  |)art  voluntary 
antl  gratuitous,  and  so  the  music  at  tin;  churches  of  VVihm'ngton 
has  ever  been  free  and  on  a  par  with  sah'ation  itself  and  we  w  ere 
led  by  the  old  hymn,  " 'I'o  rejoice  and  be  glad  because  salvation 
is  free." 

Thus  the  highest  ideal  in  this  divine  art  has  been  inaugurated 
and  maintained  here,  the  music  being  s])ontaneous  and  from  the 
heart  ;  the  degree  of  fervor  in  the  song  being  determined,  not 
by  any  pecuniary  consideration  on  the  part  of  the  performer, 
nor  measured  by  the  vulgar  standard  of  dollars  on  the  part  of 
the  congregation.  In  most  other  and  larger  places  a  certain 
stated  stipend  has  been  necessary  to  insure  regularity  in  attend- 
ance on  the  part  of  the  choir  and  judging  from  some  of  the  paid 
metropolitan  choirs  it  has  been  my  privilege  (I  can't  say  pleasure) 
to  hear,  I  should  judge  they  had  received  such  salary  in  advance. 
The  story  is  told  of  the  minister  wdio  read  the  hymn,  but  the 
choir  having  had  some  petty  grievance  because  of  an  unequal 
apportionment  of  salary,  as  they  thought,  failed  to  re.'^)ond, 
whereupon  the  minister  reopened  the  hymn  book  and  read  in  a 
loud  and  clear  voice,  "  Tet  those  refuse  to  sing  who  never  knew 
their  God." 
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The  names  of  those  whose  efforts  were  so  zealously  devoted 
to  the  performance  of  music  in  divine  service  in  the  earlier  days 
and  whose  lives  were  as  religiously  dedicated  to  promoting  har- 
mony outside  the  church  as  to  producing  it  within,  are  borne  by 
many  who  are  here  today  and  there  is  a  celestial  choir,  we  trust, 
in  which  these  same  ones  are  now  as  earnestly  chanting  the 
gloria  and  hallelujah. 

It  seems  altogether  fitting  that  we  should  turn  our  thoughts 
for  a  moment  from  the  thousand  retlc6tions  that  this  occasion 
inspires  to  those  loved  and  honored  ones  whose  early  efforts  in 
the  old  church  choirs  of  Wilmington  not  only  brought  them  to 
us,  but  impressed  the  }'Oung  and  plastic  mind  with  the  stern  but 
practical  truths  of  the  good  book.  Their  voices  have  "  re-echoed 
through  the  corridoi's  of  time"  and  their  melodies  and  anthems 
we  recall  today  with  a  renewed  appreciation  of  the  truths  and 
blessings  of  the  beatitudes  and  a  deeper  sense  of  the  application 
of  the  wise  injunctions  of  the  decalogue. 

"  God  sent  his  singers  upon  earth, 

"  With  songs  of  sadness  and  of  mirth, 
That  they  might  touch  the  hearts  of  men 

"  And  bring  them  back  to  heaven  again." 
How  well  we  remember  some  of  those  grand  old  hymns  and 
how  majestic  their  sentiment  ! 

Oh,  Music  sacred,  great  thy  charm 

To  natures  soften,  hearts  to  warm. 

A  power  sublime  our  choirs  wield, 

For  great  the  fruit  their  labors  yield. 

In  anthems,  carols,  hymns  of  praise 

To  Heaven  they  do  their  voices  raise; 

The  accord  sweet  our  thoughts  ensnare, 

And  soothe  our  every  earthly  care. 
The  mildest  assertion  or  the  simplest  truth,  embellished  by 
the  poet's  genius  and  then  conveyed  in  son:;  tlii-ougl"!  (n  i'i  mo-st^ 
potent  vehicle,  the  human  V(jice,  carries  to  tlic  hstening  ear  stern 
donvi6lion,  often  beyond  the  possibilities  ot  a  much  more  impos- 
ing truth  otherwise  expressed  and  uttered. 
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Now  as  our  memories  revert  with  e^rateful  appreciation  to  the 
benign  influences  which  the  early  church  music  has  had  upon 
our  lives  in  the  past,  I  could  have  no  loftier  hope  than  for  a  per- 
petuation of  such  influences  and  that  our  lives  may  be  fashioned 
after  the  sentiments  and  in  accordance  with  the  injunctions  and 
doctrines  so  devotedly  sung  to  us  by  those  old  singers  of  Wil- 
mington, whose  voices  have  long  since  been  hushed  in  the 
"  sleep  that  knows  no  waking,"  and  the  memory  of  whose  labors 
in  **The  Old  Church  Choirs  of  Wilmington  "  we  cherish  with 
tender  gratitude. 

The  Chairman  then  read  the  following  poem  b}'  Mrs.  T.  H. 
Deming  of  Wilmington  : 

Welcome  dear  friends,  and  thanks  for  your  returning 

After  waiting  so  many  weary  years. 
Our  hearts  were  often  towards  thee  turning,  yearning, 

And  now  we  welcome  you  unth  joy  and  tears. 

Tears  that  we've  dw^elt  apart  till  touched  by  Time's  grim  hand. 
Joy  that  we  meet  again  in  our  own  free  glorious  land. 

Welcome,  oh  !  welcome  ;  sure  you  know  that  we  are  glad, 
Although  the  changes  wrought  in  us  have  made  our  visage  sad. 
We  have  the  golden  memory  still  that  binds  cnir  hearts  to  you, 
To  the  days  when  dear  old  Wilmington  was  all  the  world  we 
knew. 

Welcome  dear  friends,  oh  !  welcome  more  and  more, 
As  we  recall  your  kindness,  shared  in  the  days  of  yore. 
We've  often  met  here  on  the  Fourth  and  drank  cold  water  pure, 
'Twas  the  happiest  day  for  old  and  young  of  all  the  golden  year. 

'Tis  fitting  that  we  celebrate  the  Fourth  with  extra  glee, 
Since  our  soldiers  severed  slavery's  chain  and  set  the  captive 
free ; 

We  rejoice  with  joy  unspeakable  to  see  so  many  here. 

But  true  to  nature's  earthly  joys  'tis  not  unmixed  with  tears. 
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Joy  that  our  dear  ones  have  all  the  victory  won, 
Tears  that  so  many  sleep  beneath  a  southern  sun. 

Fifteen  thousand  on  a  lovely  terraced  hillside  sleep, 
The  Rappahannock  at  its  base  flows  peacefully  and  deep  ; 
And  in  a  leafy  woodland  hard  by  Potomac's  shore. 
All  cold  and  still  and  silent  sleep  fifteen  thousand  more. 

When  we  celebrate  with  soldiers  we'll  not  ignore  those  graves  ; 
Each  coming  year  we'll  shed  a  tear  for  our  fallen  soldiers  brave. 

VERMONT  AND  MASSACHUSETTS. 
Vermont,  the  first  born  of  the  original  thirteen,  sends  greeting 
to  Massachusetts,  one  of  the  oldest  States  of  the  Union.  In 
peace  and  war  our  people  have  ever  stood  stoutly  together  for 
the  maintenance  of  good  government,  liberty,  and  union.  God 
save  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Response  bv  Hon.  Clark  Jills(jn,  Ex-Mavor  of  Worcester, 

Mass. 

"  He  who  forgets  the  fountain  from  which  he  drank  and  the 
tree  under  whose  shade  he  gambolled  in  the  days  of  his  youth, 
is  a  stranger  to  the  sweetest  impressions  of  the  human  heart." 
Ah'.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

Not  unmindful  of  the  fact  that  I  am  standing  where  I  have  no 
right  to  be  except  by  invitation,  I  most  sincerely  thank  you  and 
your  associates  for  the  honor  conferred  by  permitting  me  to 
share  the  pleasures  of  this  friendly  greeting. 

Although  a  representative  of  Massachusetts  in  this  notable 
gathering  of  distinguished  natives  of  Wilmington,  I  cannot  help 
being  proud  of  the  fact  that  Windham  County  was  my  home  as 
well  as  yours.  I  was  familiar  with  many  who  became  honored 
citizens  of  Wilmington. 

Rev.  Hosea  F.  Ballou  was  my  pastor  in  early  manhood,  an 
honest,  conscientious  man,  in  whom  Wilmington  confided. 

Rev.  Jeremiah  Gifford  was  my  playmate  in  youth.  I  have 
not  followed  out  his  personal  history  while  a  resident  of  Wil- 
mington, but  I  know  that  he  was  an  honest  boy. 
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Norris  L.  Stetson  was  my  classmate  in  Whitingham  Academy 
and  our  friendly  relations  were  never  disturbed. 

But  wliat  shall  I  say  of  Wilmini^ton  itself?  This  town,  by 
the  name  of  Draper,  beL;an  its  coi|)orate  existence  among  the 
enterprising  towns  of  New  luigland,  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
years  ago.  It  was  a  New  Hampshire  (irant,  located  in  a  beauti- 
ful valley  int(^  which  descended  the  sunlight  of  a  summer 
morning,  and  over  which  fell,  at  twilight,  the  shadow  of  May- 
stack  Mountain. 

This  delightful  sp(jt  attracted  hither  tlie  pioneers  of  civilization, 
before  whom  the  gloom  of  an  uncultixated  domain  passed  away, 
and  the  w  ilderness  was  translormed  into  a  realm  of  beauty,  by 
the  sturdy  hands  of  industrious  yeomen. 

In  the  progress  of  e\'olution,  the  I'ude  log'  hut  developed  into 
the  artistic  mansi(Mi,  the  tbrests  receded,  the  green  fields  blossomed 
with  the  emblems  of  industr)',  the  people  were  happy.  They 
established  homes  and  erected  churches,  promoted  education, 
cultivated  the  soil,  multiplied  and  rei)lenished  the  earth,  until 
Wilmington  has  a  re[M-esentative  in  e\  er)^  clime  on  the  globe,  on 
every  isle  of  the  sea. 

These  wanderers  have  been  summoned  to  meet  on  this  glorious 
anniversary  day  around  the  altar  of  their  fathers  ;  and  their 
prompt  and  willing  response  shows  that  they  ha\'e  not  forgotten 
"the  fountain  from  whence  they  drank,  nor  the  tree  imder 
whose  shade  they  gambolled  in  the  days  of  their  youth." 

Every  nerve  is  thrilled  with  jo)'ful  emotion  while  they  once 
more  clasp  the  hands  of  surviving  friends.  Thc)^  visit  the  old 
church,  scan  the  ]K'\\\s  .and  the. galleries  for  fimiliar  faces,  and 
watch  the  incoming  and  outgoing  to  and  from  that  sacred  tem- 
ple, but  strangers  crowd  its  aisles,  and  those  who  were  once 
familiar,  meet  face  to  face  without  recognition. 

Even  the  red  schoolhouse,  typical  of  Vermont  intelligence 
and  independence,  rexx-als  no  familiar  forms  ;  and  all  that  now 
remain  are  a  few  faded  names  on  the  cold  marble  standing  \;uard 
over  the  hallowed  dust  where  their  schoi)lmates  and  companions 
slumber  together  in  eternal  repose. 

But  these  remembrances  and  this  return  of  the  sons  and 
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daughters  of  Wilmington  to  the  home  of  their  childhood,  to  join 
in  this  grand  reunion  and  in  the  exercises  of  the  hour,  belong 
only  to  us.  Posterity  will  develop  its  enterprises  on  broader 
fields. 

It  is  plainly  our  duty  to  make  history  a  herald  of  the  fa6l 
tliat  Wilmington  has  never  faltered  in  her  loyalty  to  the  inalien- 
able rights  of  man,  to  the  freedom  secured  by  American  liberty, 
to  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  each  representing  a  Commonwealth, 
upheld  and  defended  by  her  valiant  sons  amid  the  carnage  of 
fraternal  strife,  thereby  impressing  upon  the  mintls  of  future 
generations  a  willing  unforgetfulness  of  this  gem  among  the 
mountains. 

TO  THE  MEMORY  OF  OUR  SOIT^TER  DEAD. 

Among  the  hundred  and  more  soldiers  who  enlisted  from 
Wilmington  during  the  late  war,  many  came  not  back  again  ; 
some  are  peacefully  resting  in  our  cemeteries  ;  others  are  sleep- 
ing under  southern  skies  with  none  to  watch  their  nameless 
graves  but  the  sentinel  stars.  Soldiers  of  the  Union,  your  hearts 
were  loyal  and  true  ;  and  as  we  pay  tribute  to  )'Our  memory, 
we  gather  inspiration  from  your  lives  and  deaths  to  prove  true 
to  our  calling,  our  manhood,  our  country,  and  our  God. 
Response  by  Comrade  A.  H.  Watson  op  New  York  Cppv. 
Mr.  Chainnan,  Comrades,  Friends,  all  of  old  WibiuJigtoji : 

It  was  with  much  reluctance  that  I  consented  late  yesterday 
to  respond  to  the  sentiment,  "  To  the  Memory  of  Our  Soldier 
Dead,"  appreciating  fully  my  inability  to  properly  reply  to  such 
a  subje6l.  I  beg  your  kind  indulgence  also  that  you  remem- 
ber that  it  is  neither  statesman,  orator,  nor  scholar  who  makes  the 
effort,  but  simply  one  of  Wilmington's  sons  toiling  in  the 
humble  walks  of  life  in  a  distant  city.  It  would  seem  quite 
fitting  and  proper  that  we  who  have  assembled  together  today  in 
health  and  full  vigor  of  our  manhood,  breathing  the  pure  air  and 
amid  the  genial  surroundings  of  these  grand  old  hills  of  Vermont,*) 
for  social  intercourse  and  kindly  greeting,  should  also  have  in 
thoughtful  and  sacred  remembrance  those  of  our  former  associates 
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who  so  promptly  and  fearlessly  responded  to  the  defense  of  our 
country,  in  the  dark  hour  of  danger,  and  sacrificed  their  lives  in 
the  late  Civil  War.  It  is  to  them  in  part,  that  today  as  we  cele- 
brate the  anniversary  of  our  country's  birth,  we  are  enabled  to 
see  the  grand  and  beautiful  old  flag  proudly  floating  from  every 
hill  top  and  valley,  from  north  to  south,  east  to  west,  no  sectional 
Iiatred  trailing  it  in  the  dust. 

No  attempt  or  desire  throughout  this  broad  land  to  unfurl 
other  than  the  national  emblem.  We  are  not  here  to  discuss 
the  issues  of  that  terrible  conflict,  or  to  question  the  dispensation 
of  Providence.  The  ravages  of  war  are  historic  and  belong  to 
the  past ;  fierce  feuds  are  forgotten  ;  vengence  and  passion  which 
for  nearly  thirty  years  warped  the  judgment  of  many  of  our 
best  statesmen  are  eliminated.  Over  the  graves  ol  our  dead 
soldiers  the  cypress  and  willow  are  forever  entwined,  and  in  them 
only  lay  the  remains  of  those  dear  and  sacred  to  our  memory, 
but  all  sectional  differences,  and  former  hatreds  are  buried 
therein. 

The  North  and  South  have  risen  from  that  terrible  struggle 
and  strife,  wherein  the  very  pride  of  our  home  and  our  country 
laid  their  lives  down  as  a  sacrifice,  and  embraced  in  the  brother- 
hood of  a  common  people  and  a  reunited  country. 

Twenty-seven  years  ago  today  the  sun  dawned  at  Gettysburg 
upon  the  direst  scene  of  carnage  and  strife  the  world  has  ever 
known.  Some  forty  thousand  men  lay  dead  or  dying  in  and 
about  those  fields  ;  two  of  our  dearest  and  most  beloved  com- 
rades, Lieut.  Cyren  B.  Lawton  and  Dana  P.  Chandler,  were 
among  that  number  ;  their  sacrifice  was  complete,  their  young 
lives  so  full  of  promise,  so  dear  to  them  and  to  the  loved  ones 
at  home  were  surrendered.  Also  during  the  war  fifteen  others 
who  volunteered  from  Wilmington  were  either  killed  in  battle, 
or  taken  from  the  hospital  to  their  final  resting  place,  under  the 
beat  of  muffled  drum  and  distant  minute-gun,  viz.: 

Albert  Allen,  Pxlward  R.  Allard,  Charles  E.  Boyd,  Da\^d  J. 
Dibble,  Lysander  A.  Dennison,  James  R.  Dickinson,  John  H. 
Farnum,  Lewis  H.  Lamb,  Cyron  O.  Rice,  George  A  Rice,  H. 
D.  Searles.  John  O.  Strickland,  Andrew  J.  Vose,  Jonas  F.  Ware, 
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William  H.  Wilson  ;  seventeen  in  all,  a  long  list,  a  heavy  tribute 
fur  our  little  town.  New  people,  new  life  will  soon  occupy  our 
l)laces  ;  let  us  teach  our  children  and  the  coming  generation  to 
reverence  the  memory  of  these  men  who  so  nobly  fought  and 
died  that  there  might  be  no  severance  of  these  United  States  of 
America. 

Stately  marble  and  bronze  should  not  only  mark  the  graves 
of  those  who  so  nobly  laid  down  their  lives,  but  their  history 
and  noble  sacrifice  should  pass  down  to  posterity.  Sleep  peace- 
fully on  brave  noble  men,  peace  be  to  your  ashes  whether  resting 
under  the  shadow  of  the  carved  monument,  or  in  an  unmarked 
grave  of  the  sunny  South.  All  honor,  homage  and  glory  belong 
to  and  rest  with  you  evermore. 

LIFE  AT  THE  SEASIDE   AND    LIFE   AMONG  THE 

MOUNTAINS. 
Response  by  Rev.  J.  M.  Lord  of  Weymouth,  Mass. 
Up  from  the  sounding  sea, 

Up  from  the  lowlands. 
Up  past  the  mountain  crest. 

Up  to  these  highlands  ; 
Farewell  to  city  streets, 

And  their  commotion  ! 
Farewell  to  marshy  streams. 

Farewell,  old  ocean  ! 

Hail  to  the  forests  green  ! 

Hail  to  the  mountains  ! 
Hail  to  the  waters  bright ! 

Hail,  silver  fountains  ! 
Hail,  rocky  ribs  of  earth, 

Here  ever  standing ! 
Hail,  highest,  fairest  hills. 

Wide  views  commanding  ! 

How  sweet  are  these  to  souls 

Some  change  desiring  ! 
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My  heart  leaps  up  to  see 

These  scenes  inspiring  ; 

Ye  highlands,  welcome  me  1 
I  come  in  duty  ; 

Your  air  is  wafted  balm, 

Your  form  is  beauty. 

Lo  !  gates  are  open  wide, 

And  stand  inviting  ; 
Attendants  are  in  crowds. 

With  smiles  delighting  ; 
Long  absent  ones  come  back, 

Old  friends  are  meeting  ; 
Each  clasps  the  other's  hand, 

Warm  hearts  are  greeting. 

But  voices  out  the  past 

On  us  are  calling  ; 
Their  tones  upon  our  ears 

Are  gently  falling  ; 
I  see  them  now  in  their 

Accustomed  places, 
I  gaze  upon  their  w  ell 

Remembered  faces. 

Their  eyes  send  out  again 

Tlieir  beaming  glances, 
And  loving  hearts  reveal  . 

Their  sober  fancies. 
What  hallowed  memories 

They  left  behind  them  [ 
Their  former  homes  are  here — 

Like  shrines  we  find  them. 


We  come  to  breathe  the  air 

Of  verdant  mountains  ; 
Wc  drink  the  water  fresh 
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From  crystal  fountains  ; 
We  climb  these  ancient  hills, 

And  gaze  in  vision  ; 
We  joy  in  earth  and  sky — 

Think  thoughts  el)^sian. 

Among  these  hills  glad  health  - 

Springs  fresh  forever  ; 
Here  heart  and  life  grow  strong 

For  fresh  endeavor  ; 
God  bless  the  dwellers  here 

With  bliss  supernal ! 
For  this  let  every  heart 

Give  praise  eternal. 

So  much  for  being  a  boy,  Mr.  Chairman  ;  but  as  the  boy  gives 
place  to  the  man,  as  a  man  let  me  add  this  :  I  cannot  say  as 
some  others  hereon  this  platform,"  1  stand  on  my  native  heath 
yet  as  I  lived  some  years  in  this  old  town,  as  my  mother  spent 
her  childhood  and  youth  here,  and  my  grandmother  lived  and 
died  and  was  buried  here,  1  feel  very  much  at  home  here  at  this 
time.  Thirty  years  is  a  long  period,  and  causes  great  changes 
in  communities  and  families  ;  those  who  were  then  the  fathers 
and  mothers,  with  few  exceptions,  have  all  passed  "away,  and  the 
young  people  then  have  grown  old  or  also  passed  on  before  us, 
while  their  children  have  grown  a  generation  of  strangers  to  me. 
The  time  was  when  I  used  to  go  over  all  the  hills  in  town,  and 
the  faces  of  nearly  every  man  and  vv^oman — to  say  nothing  of 
the  children — were  familiar  to  me  ;  but  today,  among  all  these 
in  this  large  gathering,  I  behold  scarcely  one  familiar  face  ;  still 
I  am  glad  to  look  in  your  faces  and  call  you  all  my  friends. 

Of  the  sentiment  to  which  I  was  to  respond,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
would  say,  life  in  the  city,  particularly  in  the  winter,  has  many 
advantages  and  attractions,  to  say  nothing  of  business  or  trade 
there  are  the  advantages  of  social  culture,  of  literary  and  art 
culture,  and  of  religious  privileges;  but  these  same  dwellers  in 
the  city,  when  the  hot  weather  comes,  have  to  flee  to  the  moun- 
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tains  or  the  seashore  ;  they  could  not  stay  in  the  city  and  hve  ; 
they  must  have  the  mountain  air  or  the  sea  breezes  ;  and  many 
of  those  Hving  at  the  seaside  for  the  sake  of  its  milder  climate 
in  winter,  when  summer  comes,  only  find  the  tonic  they  need  for 
weakness  or  debility  among  the  mountains.  There  are  those  of 
us  on  this  platform  today  who  have  come  up  from  the  seashore, 
and  who  when  summer  comes — and  I  sympathize  with  them — 
feel  like  birds  of  passage;  we  long  for  the  resin  of  your  spruces, 
the  balsam  of  your  firs,  the  air  rippling  thro'  your  maples,  and 
the  breezes  that  kiss  these  mountain  tops  ;  tho'  your  climate 
here  in  winter  is  a  little  severe  for  me,  yet  when  summer  comes, 
give  me  a  home  among  these  mountains  ;  whenex^er  I  can,  I 
always  go  to  them  ;  and  even  now  these  perfe6l  July  days,  for 
me  to  look  on  these  hillsides  in  their  luicommon  greenness,  and 
the  forests  on  these  hill  tops,  is  like  a  glimj)se  of  i)aradise. 

Only  one  word  more,  Mr.  Chairman.  Once  upon  a  time,  a 
hundred  years  ago,  a  great  alarm  was  felt  in  this  old  town,  a 
great  outcry  was  made,  everybody  said  tliey  were  ruined,  and  so 
they  began  to  sell  their  farms  and  leave  the  town  ;  why  ?  their 
pastures  were  overrun  by  buttercup.s — yellow  daisies  they  called 
them — and  they  said  they  were  good  for  nothing  and  never 
would  be  anymore  ;  but  I  have  known  them  for  forty  years  to 
flow  with  milk,  and  the  cattle  they  fed  to  be  like  "  the  kme  of 
Bashan  "  of  old  ;  in  sweetness  and  richness  these  pastures  have 
but  one  equal  competitor  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  that  is  a 
part  of  Caledonia  County.  May  these  pastures  continue  in  their 
sweetness,  and  the  cattle  they  feed  grow  fat  for  a  hundred  years 
to  come. 

The  Chairman  read  the  following  letter  from  Hon.  O.  E.  But- 
terfield  of  Haigler,  Neb.: 

Haigler,  Neb.,  June  17,  1890. 
Messrs.  A.  L.  Childs,  FJcazar  GorJiani,  D.  G.  Hubbard,  Conmdttee, 
VVilinington,  Vt.:  ^ 
Gentlemen: — Your  communication,  inviting  us  to  attend  the 
reunion  to  be  held  at  Wilmington  in  July,  is  at  hand. 

I  regret  more  than  I  can  tell  that  we  cannot  be  present  upon 
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the  occasion  named.  I  can  only  send  you  my  benedi6lion.  If 
we  cannot  be  personally  with  you,  we  shall,  through  the  shades 
of  eighteen  hundred  miles,  catch  visions  of  your  mountains  in 
their  grandeur,  and  of  the  beauty  of  your  green  hills.  And,  as 
we  listen,  we  shall  hear  the  murmur  of  your  waterfalls  and  the 
nuisic  of  your  many  voices.  People  will,  doubtless,  return  then 
who  left  Vermont  before  I  was  born.  Many  will  be  there  whose 
life  and  labors  have  been  contemporary  with  my  own.  Some 
will  be  present  who  first  saw  the  light  since  I  left  my  native 
State.  May  the  full  round  measure  of  felicity  be  vouchsafed  to 
them  all. 

I  can  never  forget  the  happy  associations,  the  sacred  memories 
that  center  in  the  lovely  valley  of  the  Deerfield.  In  my  day 
dreams  it  is  ever  near.  To  me,  dear  old  Wilmington  will  be  "  the 
one  green  spot"  until  the  veil  of  forgetfulncss  shall  sweep  across 
the  mortal  vision. 

With  kind  regards  to  all,  I  am, 

Most  Respeafully, 

().    I^.  BUTTERFIEED. 

There  are  few  professions  or  occupations  that  are  not  repre- 
sented by  those  who  have  gone  out  from  our  town.  We  have 
with  us  a  representative  of  the  commercial  travellers  and  he  will 
now  address  you.  Sentiment, 

TRAVELLING  MEN  IN   BUSINESS  LIEE. 
Response  by  Byron  A.  Stone  of  Mohawk,  N.  Y. 
Mr.  C/iairmart  a7td  Friends : 

The  minister  who  watches  over  the  church  to  which  I  belong 
once  said  to  me,  "It  is  always  embarrassing  for  a  man  to  be 
placed  in  any  new  or  strange  position."  The  words  then  had 
but  little  meaning,  but  standing  today  in  the  presence  of  so  many 
old  and  new  friends,  looking  into  faces  that  I  have  not  seen  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  I  find  the  remark  indeed  true  and  broughljK 
home  to  me  freighted  with  double  force.  Your  chairman  has 
assigned  to  me  a  reply  to  the  toast,  "  Travelling  Men  in  Business 
Life,"  and  while  knowing  a  good  deal  about  travelling  men  and- 
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something  about  business  life,  my  ability  to  tell  of  either  is 
circumscribed,  or  (as  1  wrote  your  committee)  I  could  tell  all 
I  knew  in  a  very  little  while. 

Doubtless  few  here  present  fully  realize  the  extent  to  which 
all  kinds  of  commercial  business  is  augmented  today  by  the 
efforts  of  this  class  of  men,  or  the  important  part  travelling  men 
assume  in  business  life.  At  present  they  fill  the  gap  between 
seller  and  buyer,  and  while  their  growth  has  been  not  only  rapid, 
but  staple,  they  form  now,  largely,  the  pivot  upon  which  turn 
many  of  the  largest  houses  throughout  tlie  world.  Just  prior  to 
the  year  1850,  in  an  office  on  Maiden  Lane,  New  York,  might 
have  been  seen  a  man  of  Hebrew  cast,  ]:)acking  watches  and 
jewelry  into  a  sample  trunk  and  quietly  taking  his  way  to  the 
small  towns  above  the  city,  offering  the  same  for  sale.  1^'rom 
this  humble  beginning  sprang  what  are  now  known  as  travelling 
men.  Forty  years  later,  we  find  300,000  men  leaving  home  and 
dear  ones,  going  forth  to  join  in  the  great  struggle  for  commer- 
cial gain.  This  is  a  marvelous  growth  and  one  which  has 
revolutionized  previous  methods  of  doing  business. 

Formerly  the  far-off  merchant  made  repeated  visits  to  the 
large  centers  for  supplies,  while  now,  go  men  to  his  door  heavily 
laden  with  produ6ls  from  the  mill  and  storehouse,  ever  seeking 
new  outlets  for  their  wares.  While  New  York  City  alone  adds 
over  fifty  thousand  to  this  band  of  commercial  men,  and  other 
cities  add  their  proportion,  the  business  is  by  no  means  confined 
to  the  large  distributing  points,  for  even  the  factories  and  mills 
from  the  hillsides  and  valleys  of  Vermont,  the  workshops  of 
Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  and  Connecticut,  and  nearly  all 
the  small  places  throughout  our  vast  country  contribute  to  the 
force,  who  go  forth  like  "  an  army  with  banners,"  to  visit  every 
town  and  hamlet  from  ocean  to  ocean,  and  from  the  Gulf  on  the 
south  as  far  north  as  language  is  si)oken.  My  entry  into  this 
calling  dates  from  1869 — twenty-one  years — and  it  is  exceed- 
^^^i^h^  gratifying  to  observe  the  higher  vahie  now  placed  ^pon 
elevated  tlicnight,  moral  and  temperate  habits.  A  far-sighted 
employer  being  quick  to  recognize  and  duly  reward  true  merit, 
helps  greatly  to  improve  the  standard  of  those  holding  positions. 
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boys  from  each  State  this  year  will  scarcely  supply  our  demands. 

Travelling;  men  encoimter  much  to  amuse  as  well  as  to  instruft. 
How  well  I  recall  a  pleasant  conversation  with  my  venerable  and 
dearly  loved  grandfather,  upon  a  visit  home,  after  a  year's 
travel,  knowing  then,  probably,  more  than  at  any  later  period  of 
life.  He  was  asking  me  where  I  had  been,  and  my  reply  coming, 
"  Clear  through  West  to  Buffalo,"  he  slightly  winded  me,  saying, 
"  1  hen  )'ou  must  go  with  a  team?"  As  1  answered,  "  ( )h  I  no, 
1  ncN'er  use  a  team,"  judge  of  my  littleness  as  he  followed  his 
remark  by  adding,  "  Oh  !  then  you  go  afoot  ?"  While  I  have 
never  yet  footed  it,  good  many  have  and  with  success,  and 
whether  on  foot,  horseback,  steamboat  or  rail,  the  travelling  man 
gets  there  !  Then  coming  down  two  generations  to  one  who  is 
here  today — the  elder  of  my  two  brothers — hearing  me  tell, 
twenty  years  ago,  of  making  repeated  trips  with  a  friend  selling 
clocks,  from  Connefticut,  asked  very  earnestly,  how  he  could 
sell  clock's  on  the  road  ?  When  I  explained  that  his  orders 
were  taken  b)'  showing  [)hotograi)hs,  his  surprise  gave  vent  to 
the  remark  that  he  supposed  he  put  the  clocks  in  a  big  wagon, 
with  sideboards  on,  carrying  them  around  from  place  to  place. 
I  have  mentioned  these  points  simply  to  show  the  crude  ideas 
people  once  had  of  representing  a  factory  full  of  goods  with  a 
handful  of  samples. 

]^ut  let  me  ask  in  what  single  branch  of  commercial  business 
would  you  find  300,000  men  engaged,  who  hold  business  honor 
and  upright  dealing  at  a  higher  premium?  1  know  of  none. 
In  closing  I  beg  to  say  to  the  young  men  before  me  here,  success 
in  life  means  a  good  deal,  and  yet  it  is  within  reach.  Go  out 
into  the  world,  my  boy,  with  fixed  determinations  and  stamp 
upon  your  banner  these  words,  "  Honesty,  integrity,  persever- 
ance, purity,  temperate  habits,"  and  with  a  clear  conception  of 
what  constitutes  a  moral  and  true  life,  you  are  sure  to  return  in 
later  years  to  gladden  the  hearts  of  those  who  have  followed 
you  with  their  prayers  and  watched  you  from  the  home  circle. 
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THE  OIJ3  SCHOOLMASTKRS  OF  WILMINGTON. 
Response  by  E.  M.  Bruce  of  Philadelphia. 

Wlien  1  first  heard  of  the  reunion  1  not  only  made  up  my 
mind  that  I  would  be  there  myself  and  my  family,  but  that  I 
would  do  all  that  lay  in  my  power  to  persuade  others  to  come. 
So  I  constituted  myself  a  committee  of  one  on  correspondence, 
and  kept  it  up,  writing  to  every  one  I  could  think  of,  whom  I 
considered  somewhat  doubtful  whether  they  would  attend  or 
not,  and  also  made  one  journey  to  Ohio  and  another  to  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  on  the  same  errand. 

And  now  I  am  glad  to  be  here,  to  look  into  your  faces,  to 
give  you  friendly  greeting,  to  thank  you  for  the  cordial  invita- 
tion to  come  back  home  once  more,  and  for  the  generous,  over- 
rtowing  provision  made  to  receive  all  who  come.  I  can  assure 
you  all  that  I  am  already  far  more  than  repaid  for  coming.  We 
are  more  than  ever  convinced  that  when  old  Wilmington  under- 
takes to  do  a  thing  she  won't  turn  her  back  to  an)'  town  of  her 
population  in  the  country. 

When  1  received  the  invitation  to  respond  to  "  The  Old 
Schoolmasters  "  I  accepted  it  without  a  moment's  hesitation.  I 
had  two  reasons  for  doing  so.  The  first  was,  it  was  the  first 
invitation  of  the  kind  I  ever  had  ;  and  the  second  was,  I  was 
afraid  if  I  didn't  accept  of  this  1  never  would  get  another.  Per- 
haps friend  Russell  blundered  when  he  selected  me  for  that 
purpose,  but  if  he  did  he  didn't  blunder  when  he  conceived  and 
carried  to  such  a  grandly  successful  issue,  the  idea  of  showing 
the  pictures  of  over  one  hundred  of  the  old  residents,  with  the 
stereopticon,  on  canvas  across  the  street. 

The  infiuence  of  the  schoolmaster,  including  of  course  the 
schoolmarm,  on  the  rising  generation  is  almost  omnipotent.  My 
venerable  friend,  Abel  Smith,  sitting  here  on  the  platform,  was 
my  first  teacher.  One  bitter  cold  winter  day  as  we  all  started 
out  from  the  shoe  shop  of  his  brother-in-law,  Curtis  Bartlett,  by 
the  red  bridge,  I  saw  there  was  danger  of  my  "  getting  left**'  as 
the  rest  could  walk  faster  than  I  could  run.  So  when  the  wind 
blew  his  cloak  back  into  my  face,  I  .seized  hold  of  it  and  finding 
that  he  didn't  mind  it  1  held  on  over  the  up-hill  places,  reaching 
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school  as  soon  as  the  rest.  That  Httle  acl  of  kindness  was 
stamped  indelibly  upon  my  memory,  and  1  have  never  heard  his 
name  mentioned  since  then  without  aw^akening  feeling  of  intense 
interest,  admiration  and  friendship.  Not  one  among  all  this 
multitude  of  old  residents  do  I  greet  more  cordially,  or  remember 
more  gratefully. 

riiese  little  a6ls,  these  little  things,  go  to  make  up  the  sum  of 
our  lives.  I  am  a  firm,  and  perhaps  I  may  say  a  radical,  believer 
in  the  truth  of  that  saying  in  the  book  of  all  books,  "  Train  up 
a  child  in  the  way  he  should  go  and  when  he  is  old  he  will  not 
depart  from  it."  1  cannot  claim  much  as  a  schoolmaster  in  the 
way  of  training  the  youth  of  forty-nine  or  fifty  years  ago,  for  the 
noble  deeds  which  have  since  made  Vermont  famous,  as  1  taught 
Init  two  terms  of  three  months  each  ;  but  a  little  incident 
occurred  after  my  second  term  which  has  infiuenced  my  whole 
h'fc  since.  While  riding  through  the  distri6l  and  not  far  from 
the  schoolhouse  I  noticed  two  little  bo)'s  [)laying  in  the  ditch  by 
the  roadside.  .  I  was  pre[)aring  to  say,  "  Ciood  morning,  boys," 
when  one  of  them  seeing  who  I  was,  bent  down  and  picked  up 
a  piece  of  sod,  throwing  it  at  me  with  all  his  might,  remarking 
at  the  same  time,  "  There  is  the  man  that  pinched  my  ears." 
That  little  boy  no  doubt  felt  that  he  had  been  wronged,  punished 
unjustly,  his  ears  pinched  when  perha})s  the  other  boy  was  in 
fault.  0  what  would  1  not  have  given  if  I  could  have  removed 
that  impression.  Perhaps,  today,  that  boy  is  a  bitter  anarchist, 
the  twig  having  been  bent  that  way  unconsciously  by  myself. 
Those  few  minutes  had  worked  an  entire  re\'olution  in  my  ideas 
of  government ;  henceforward  1  was  determined  to  govern  my- 
self, and  instead  of  putting  "  order  is  heaven's  first  law  "  foremost 
of  all  others,  1  took  love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law  "  as  my 
watchword,  and  never  afterwards  had  any  trouble  in  having  my 
scholars  feel  towards  me  as  I  do  towards  Abel  Smith. 

If  1  were  to  take  the  contrail  to  bring  the  peo[)le  of  this  town 
to  the  highest  state  of  intelligence,  honesty,  sobriety  and  patriot- 
ism possible,  I  would  stipulate  only  that  I  might  sele6t  their 
schoolmasters.  In  making  the  examination  1  would  not  ask 
first  how  well  he  could  read,  write  and  cii)her,  but  I  would  visit 
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the  locality  where  he  was  brought  up  and  inquire  carefully  into 
his  habits  and  record.  I  would  find  out  first  of  all  whether  he 
loved  and  obeyed  his  mother.  "  No  one  is  fit  to  command  who 
lias  not  learned  to  obey."  Then  I  would  inquire  if  he  was  kind 
to  his  brothers  and  sisters  and  loved  children  generally.  I  am 
sure  that  Robert  Bonner  would  not  sele6l  a  trainer  for  Sunol  that 
did  not  love  horses  ;  neither  would  I  selecl  a  trainer  for  the  little 
ones  w]i()  did  not  Invc  chikh-cn.  I  would  also  ascertain  it  his 
conversation  was  pure.  1  wouhl  not  want  one  who  for  the  sake 
of  telling  a  good  story  and  raising  a  laugh  woukl  allow  his 
remarks  to  be  tinctured  with  impurity.  Gen.  Grant  was  at  one 
time  in  camp  surrounded  by  his  staff  and  \'isiting  generals,  who 
were  having  a  good  time  telling  stories  and  singing  songs.  When 
it  come  the  turn  of  one  of  them  he  ghniced  around  tl:e  com[)any 
and  remarked,  "  I  believe  there  are  no  ladies  here?"  "  No  sir," 
instantly  replied  Gen.  Grant,  "but  tlsere  are  gentlemen  here." 
The  rebuke  was  a  severe  o.ie  but  the  story  was  omitted.  Have 
the  children  thoroughl)'  trained  to  use  ikj  language  anywheie 
that  the)^  would  not  be  willing  their  mother  and  sister  should 
hear. 

After  I  had  found  a  man  that  would  answer  the  above  require- 
ments and  had  a  reasonable  education  and  was  "  apt  to  teach," 
1  would  hire  liim  by  the  year,  paying  him  <i  salar)'  that  would 
place  him  abo\'e  want,  gi\'ing  him  to  understand  that  w  hen  he 
was  too  old  to  teach  he  would  be  retired  on  a  pension  for  life. 
One  of  the  duties  of  this  ideal  schoolmaster  would  be  to  visit 
tile  scholars  at  their  homes  and  consult  with  their  parents  on  the 
varied  wants  and  needs  of  each  one  of  the  children,  and  then  all 
could  work  in  harmony.  The  results  of  such  a  training  could 
be  nothing  else  than  good.  We  have  time  to  glance  at  only  one 
of  them,  that  of  temperance.  If  the  children  are  trained  to 
abhor  liquor  in  all  its  forms,  the  chances  are  reduced  to  a  mini- 
mum that  any  of  them  will  ever  go  to  swell  the  mighty  army 
that  is  marching  on  to  fill  drunkards'  graves  in  our  bAoved 
country  every  year.  Where  does  this  army  come  from  ?  h'rom 
the  boys  around  our  own  hearthstones.  The  saloon  sends  out 
its  proclamation  saying,  "  We  must  have  boys.    One  thousand 
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We  pay  a  very  large  sum  to  the  government  for  a  license  to 
destroy  and  we  must  have  new  material  or  close  out  our  busi- 
ness." Wilmington  has  been  called  on  for  her  quota  and  some 
of  the  brightest  intelle6ls  she  ever  produced,  lie  today  in  drunk- 
ards' graves.  I  need  not  mention  their  names,  you  all  remember 
them.  But  train  the  children  to  avoid  it  as  they  would  the 
smallpox  or  the  leprosy,  and  when  they  grow  up  they  will  be 
ready  to  take  the  stand  that  the  people  of  Ottawa,  Kan.,  did  the 
other  day  when  an  "  original  package"  man  from  Missouri  had 
the  temerity  to  open  a  saloon  in  their  place,  a  town  that  had 
always  enjoyed  prohibition.  A  public  meeting  was  immediately 
called,  a  defense  league  formed,  ^3000  subscribed  to  pay  the 
league's  expenses,  and  a  resolution  was  unanimously  passed 
providing  that  a  committee  should  capture  each  original  package 
dealer,  tar  and  feather  him  and  ship  him  back  to  Missouri, 
labelled  "  An  Original  Package  from  Kansas  for  Missouri."  The 
dealer  concluded  not  to  wait  and  test  the  validity  of  the  "  Supreme 
Court's  decision,"  or  to  see  whether  ^'  Prohibition  would  prohibit," 
but  skipped  the  same  night.  That's  the  same  kind  of  stuff  that 
the  men  were  made  Of  who  emptied  the  tea  into  Boston  harbor. 

And  now  just  a  word  in  regard  to  the  remark  made  by  my 
distinguished  friend,  the  Orator  of  the  Day,  in  regard  to  the 
young  men  staying  at  home  to  help  build  up  home  interests.  T 
disagree  with  him  i?i  toto.  Look  at  whole  communities  in  the 
great  West  that  have  been  peopled  by  Vermonters.  No  better 
farms  and  no  better  farming  to  be  found  in  all  the  country,  no 
finer  herds  of  cattle,  no  people  more  enterprising,  no  pioneers 
more  sure  to  have  the  schoolhouse  and  the  church  erected  as 
soon  as  their  dwellings  are  under  roof.  The  inevitable  question 
comes  up,  "  Where  did  these  people  come  from  ?"  Why,  don't 
you  know?  They  are  from  Wilmington,  Vt.,  the  place  noted 
far  and  near  for  the  finest  maple  sugar,  the  best  blooded  cattle, 
and  for  furnishing  the  largest  number  of  men  to  the  Vermont 
Brigade  of  any  town  of  its  population  in  the  State.  By  the  way>, 
I  feel  more  like  taking  off  my  hat  in  the  presence  of  these  self- 
same veterans  whenever  I  meet  them  and  stand  uncovered  as 
they  pass  by,  than  that  of  any  other  mortal  men.   No,  no,  don't 
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try  to  keep  them  here;  there  is  not  room  enough  for  them  to 
grow.  But  raise  up  others,  train  them,  and  send  them  out  to 
people  other  states  and  territories  and  may  their  influence  be 
felt  for  good,  as  the  former  ones  have,  wherever  they  may 
be  found. 

At  the  close  of  his  remarks  Mr.  Bruce  sung  the  following 
song,  entitled 

FIFTY   YFARS  AGO. 
I've  wandered  to  the  village,  Tom — I've  sat  beneath  the  tree, 
Upon  the  schoolhouse  play  ground  which  sheltered  you  and  me, 
But  none  are  left  to  greet  me,  Tom,  and  few  are  left  to  know, 
That  played  with  us  upon  the  green,  just  fifty  years  ago. 

The  grass  is  just  as  green,  dear  Tom,  barefooted  boys  at  play, 
Are  sporting  just  as  we  did  then,  witli  spirits  just  as  gay, 
But  master  sleeps  upon  the  hill,  all  coated  o'er  with  snow, 
Afforded  us  a  sliding-place,  just  fifty  years  ago. 

The  old  schoolhouse  is  altered  some,  the  benches  are  replaced 
By  new  ones  very  like  the  same,  our  jack  knives  had  defaced  ; 
But  the  same  old  bricks  are  in  the  wall,  the  bell  swings  to  and  fro. 
The  music  just  the  same,  dear  Tom,  'twas  fifty  years  ago. 

The  river 's  running  just  as  still — the  willows  on  its  side 
Are  larger  than  they  were,  dear  Tom — the  stream  appears 
less  wide ; 

But  the  grapevine  swing  is  ruined  now,  where  once  we  played 
the  beau. 

And  swung  our  sweethearts,  pretty  girls,  just  fifty  years  ago. 

The  spring  that  bubbled  'neath  the  hill,  close  by  the  spreading 
beech, 

Is  very  low,  'twas  once  so  high  that  we  could  almost  reach  ; 
But  kneeling  down  to  get  a  drink,  dear  Tom,  I  started  so. 
To  see  how  much  that  I  have  changed,  since  fifty  years  ago. 
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Down  by  the  spring,  upon  an  elm,  you  know  I  cut  your  name — 
Vour  sweetheart's  just  beneath  it,  Tom — and  you  did  mine 
the  same, 

Some  heartless  wretch  has  peeled  the  bark — 'twas  dying  sure 
but  slow. 

Just  as  the  one  whose  name  you  cut,  died  fifty  years  ago. 

My  lids  have  long  been  dry,  dear  Tom,  but  tears  come  in 
my  eyes  ; 

I  thought  of  her  I  loved  so  well — those  early  broken  ties. 
I  visited  the  old  churchyard,  and  took  some  llowers  to  strow 
Upon  the  graves  of  those  we  loved  just  fifty  years  ago. 

Some  are  in  the  churchyard  laid,  some  sleep  beneath  the  sea — 
liut  few  are  left  of  our  old  class  excepting  you  and  me  ; 
And  when  our  time  shall  come,  dear  Tom,  and  we  are  called  to  go, 
I  hope  they'll  lay  us  where  we  played,  just  fifty  years  ago. 

Hon.  Ashley  Stone  of  Hinsdale,  N.  H.  was  introduced  as  one 
of  the  "  Old  Schoolmasters  "  and  he  feelingly  responded  in  the 
following  words  : 

It  becomes  me  to  acknowledge  the  compliment  of  a  call.  In- 
firmity precludes  the  service  of  voice  to  amplify  or  embellish  with 
graceful  language  a  suitable  response. 

I1ie  first  greeting  upon  my  approach  to  the  ground  today  was 
by  a  matron,  who  when  a  child  of  seven  years  was  a  pupil  of 
mine  and  upon  being  requested  to  a6l  as  monitor  and  report 
miscondu6l  of  other  scholars,  replied  in  her  coy  way,  "  Don't 
know  how  to  'port,"  exclaiming,    I  am  now  ready  to  report." 

An  overwhelming  profusion  of  reports  and  greetings  from 
parents  and  grandparents  with  whom  I  held  endearing  rela- 
tions, compensates  for  the  fatigue  of  a  journey.  Mingling  with 
nearly  every  family  in  town  links  them  and  their  descendants  as 
kindred  with  my  family,  every  member  being  present  here  today 
to  enjoy  this  greeting. 

Humble  efforts  to  impart  instruction  fifty  years  ago,  when 
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"boarding  around"  afforded  opportunity  to  harmonize  are  now 
superseded  by  superior  methods  and  facihties.  Instru6lors  of  a 
still  earlier  time,  by  their  plain  and  simple  habits,  were  qualified 
to  transmit  valuable  principles  to  succeeding  generations. 

Sophia  Birchard  received  instru6lion  in  the  same  rude  apart- 
ment with  the  ancestors  of  many  of  this  assemblage,  enabling 
her  to  discipline  and  impart  moral  instru6lion  to  her  son,  who 
became  President  of  the  United  States,  one  of  the  highest  stations 
of  the  world,  which  office  he  held  with  fidelity  and  left  without 
blemish  or  reproach,  and  still  lives  enjoying  the  esteem  of  a  grate- 
ful nation. 

Zephaniah  Moore  supplemented  his  remarkable  mental  endow- 
ment with  such  culture  as  to  be  called  to  the  presidency  of 
Williams  College,  and  was  first  president  of  Amherst,  continu- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  life. 

These  are  marked  ideals  and  their  virtues  and  examples  are 
worthy  of  emulation  and  may  be  held  as  a  rich  and  enduring 
legacy  by  natives  of  Wilmington  and  all  who  become  acquainted 
with  the  record  of  their  services.  The  inscription  upon  the 
monument  of  President  Moore  inspired  me  to  put  forth  efforts 
to  furnish  means  for  the  education  of  my  children,  which  I  had 
so  ardently  desired  for  myself. 

THE  PRESS. 

One  of  the  greatest  and  most  wonderful  achievements  of 
American  progress  and  aftivity,  one  that  forms  a  marvel  of  enter- 
prise and  intelligence,  a  factor  more  potent  for  good  or  evil  than 
the  mightiest  armies  is  the  press  of  today. 

Response  by  Charles  H.  Davenport  of  Brattleboro,  Editor 

OF  "  The  Reformer." 
Mr.  Toast-Master,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

It  is  to  be  feared  that  your  chairman,  in  his  exceedingly  polite 
introduction,  in  calling  upon  me  for  a  response  had  in  mind  the 
incident  of  the  Poland-Dennison  campaign  that  I  read  *about 
the  other  day.  One  of  the  advocates  of  Mr.  Dennison  arguing, 
as  stump  speakers  are  apt  to  argue,  was  telling  the  farmers  how 
they  ought  to  stop  sending  lawyers  to  Congress  ;  how  their  in- 
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terests  were  being  disregarded  in  legislation  and  so  forth,  in  the 
usual  style.  "  Isn't  Dennison  a  lawyer?"  some  one  yelled  from 
the  crowd.  The  orator  was  nonplussed  for  a  moment,  but  finally 
recovered  himself  enough  to  reply,  "  Well,  he  isn't  enough  of 
one  to  do  any  hurt."  The  point  of  this  story  lies  in  the  appli- 
cation of  it,  but  the  fellow  who  got  it  up  overlooked  the  fa6l 
that  Mr.  Dennison  was  a  very  good  lawyer  indeed. 

"  The  power  and  the  influence  of  the  Press  !"  What  a  grand 
subje61,  what  a  great  thought !  How  filling  "  it  is  to  us  as  we 
see  that  citizen  rolling  luxuriously  by  in  his  barouche  and  think 
of  the  good  warm  dinners  the  dollar  and  a  half  he  owes  us  wouki 
buy  ;  it  is  warming  to  the  toes  that  are  peeping  through  the  holes 
of  last  year's  shoes.  This  power  and  influence  is  what  the  poor 
editor  wields  as  he  discusses  the  great  principles  of  finance  and 
marks  the  course  of  commerce,  the  while  he  wonders  where  the 
next  ten  cents  is  coming  from  to  buy  the  next  plug  of  tobacco  ; 
as  he  molds  political  ideas  and  guides  and  direfts  great  political 
parties  when  he  couldn't  get  votes  enough  for  himself  to  elect 
him  pound-keeper  ;  as  he  treats  of  the  customs  and  peoples  of 
other  lands  with  the  assurance  of  a  Bayard  Taylor,  when  the  fa6l 
is  the  liveryman  wouldn't  trust  him  for  a  team  to  go  to  Marl- 
boro ;  as  he  pleads  for  the  purity  of  the  language  and  courtesy 
in  debate,  in  the  intermission  of  his  allusions  to  the  "  long-eared, 
lop-sided  lunk-head  "  of  an  editor  over  the  way. 

After  all,  the  real  grandeur  of  the  power  and  influence  of  the 
press  lies  in  the  fact  that  it  is  the  work  of  men  and  women, 
like  all  of  us,  partaking  of  the  frailties  and  the  follies  common 
to  our  humanity;  but  men  and  women,  who  if  they  rightly 
realize  their  opportunities,  are  more  and  more  impressed  with 
the  measure  of  their  responsibility. 

Did  you  ever  think  what  a  power  over  the  boys  and  girls  that 
are  growing  up,  this  periodical  has  that  comes  into  your  family 
day  by  day,  or  week  by  week,  year  after  year  ?  The  man  who 
controls  its  columns  should  be  like  the  Greek  sculptor  who  li. 
stood  reverently  and  prayerfully,  chisel  in  hand,  before  the  block 
of  white  marble,  except  that  he  should  remember  that  it  is 
immortal  souls  instead  of  statues  that  the  editor  has  to  fashion 
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into  beauty  or  everlasting  deformity,  and  that  there  are  thousands 
of  them  to  go  on  reproducing  his  work  infinitely  instead  of  one 
to  stand  mute  on  the  Acropolis.  His  opportunit}'  is  like  that  of 
one  who  sits  by  your  child's  side  all  through  youth  and  the 
formative  period,  whispering  into  his  or  her  ear  whatever  he 
will.  And  the  man  to  whom  access  is  given  to  these  young  and 
innocent  ears,  let  him  consider  well  the  words  he  utters,  whether 
they  be  those  that  stand  for  cleanliness  and  true  manliness  and 
womanliness,  or  those  that  fertilize  all  the  rank  and  unwhole- 
some growths  of  the  mind ;  whether  those  that  enlarge  and 
strengthen  and  broaden,  or  those  that  belittle  with  petty  gossip), 
envy,  jealousy,  and  all  sorts  of  despitefulness  ;  whether  those 
that  bring  kindliness  and  good  neighborliness  to  the  community, 
or  those  that  develop  the  fa6lions  and  unfairness  that  are  so  apt 
to  attend  a  self-governing  people. 

We  want  no  lies  whispered  into  these  young  and  tender 
ears  ;  no  false  views  of  life  to  be  given  by  den)'ing  or  hiding 
the  evils  that  exist.  It  is  one  of  the  highest  functions  of  the 
newspaper  to  hold  up  the  mirror  to  the  world  and  show  it  as  it 
is,  but  in  it  and  through  it  all  to  feel  a  profound  sense  of  the 
fatherhood  of  God  and  the  brotherhood  of  man. 

The  power  and  influence  of  the  j)ress,  especially  the  local 
press,  can  be  as  many  sided  as  is  humanity.  It  can  be  an  execu- 
tive more  effe6live  than  any  provided  by  the  law,  and  more 
powerful  for  good,  if  once  it  be  known  that  it  will  expose  the 
wrongs  tliat  need  to  be  exposed  ;  that  no  favoritism,  no  influences 
of  wealth  or  social  position,  no  power  of  party  or  se(5l  can 
swerve  it  from  its  duty. 

There  is  no  obje6l  of  religious  or  moral  or  benevolent  work 
which  it  can  not  and  ought  not  to  aid  without  sectarian  bias, 
no  impulse  upward  in  humanity's  progress  to  which  it  can  not 
lend  force.  Through  it  can  be  focussed  a  wise  public  spirit. 
Gathering  power  from  the  myriad  streams  of  intelligence  that 
flow  into  it,  it  can  develop  a  union  of  sentiment  that  will  irre- 
sistable  in  every  work  of  good.  And  over  and  above  all,  while 
battling  manfully  for  the  things  it  believes  in,  it  can  by  its  man- 
ner and  method  of  argument  develop  a  liberality  and  generosity 
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of  feeling,  an  earnest  tolerance  of  differing  views,  a  candor  and 
sincerity  that  stands  for  the  best  of  conimiinity  culture,  that 
noblest  of  human  feelings  to  which  Dr.  Ilohnes  refers: 

Deal  meekly,  gently  with  the  hopes  that  guide 

The  lowliest  brother  straying  by  thy  side  ; 

If  right,  they  bid  that  fear  for  thine  own, 

If  wrong,  the  verdift  is  with  God  alone." 
I  am  more  than  glad  to  sec  that  you  have  a  paper  here  in 
Wilmington  that  is  leading  in  its  humble  way  towards  these 
ideals,  and  I  believe  that  the  prosperity  which  is  bracing  you, 
the  new  vigor  that  is  running  througii  the  veins  of  your  local 
life,  is  very  largely  due  to  its  efforts.  I  think  there  is  a  great 
work  yet  for  it  to  do  for  the  better  times  coming  for  Vermont. 

We  all  love  our  State,  and  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Wil- 
mington particularly  have  reason  to  do  so.  We  know  that  as 
there  is  a  better  flavor  to  the  products  of  her  soil  and  the  fruits 
and  the  stock  raised  on  her  hills,  a  richer  and  deeper  hue  to  her 
verdure,  than  of  an)'  other  State,  the  same  superior  quality  ought 
to  be  found  in  her  people,  her  schools,  her  business,  her  interests 
and  institutions  of  all  kinds — and  it  will  be.  The  State  which  has 
contributed  so  large  a  proportion  of  what  is  l)est  in  American  life 
cannot  under  riglit  and  natural  conditions  be  the  victim  of  decay 
at  home  ;  and  in  that  reorganizing  and  rebuilding,  the  press  of 
Vermont  is  going  to  be  powerful.  Therefore  sustain  your  home 
paper.  Take  it,  all  of  you,  and  after  you  have  done  that  we 
folks  down  at  Brattleboro  will  very  politely  take  your  suljscrip- 
tions  also. 

The  Chairman  then  said  : 

While  we  celebrate  the  past  we  must  not  be  unmindful  of  the 
future.  The  past  is  behind  us,  but  the  future  is  before  us.  The 
history  of  the  past  century  has  been  made  and  written,  but  the 
history  of  the  coming  century  is  yet  to  be  recorded.  What 
shall  that  history  be?  Shall  it  be  continued  progress  and  pros-ji, 
[)crity  ?  Continued  growth  in  honor  and  ha[)piness  ?  From  the 
experience  and  events  of  the  past  let  us  learn  valuable  lessons 
for  the  future;  lessons  that  will  encourage,  strengthen  and  guide 
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us,  that  will  elevate  us  and  innprove  us  as  the  wheels  of  time 
revolve  in  the  hereafter.     I  propose  this  sentiment, 

THE  FUTURE  OF  WILMINGTON. 
Response  by  11.  Mann,  Jr. 

In     Lalla  Rook  "  we  read  of  life  as 

"A  narrow  isthmus  'twixt  two  boundless  seas, 
The  past,  the  future,  two  eternities." 

While  every  moment  the  waters  of  these  seas  meet  and  lash 
each  other  at  our  feet,  there  are  certain  times  like  the  present 
when  we  pause  as  it  were  u[)on  a  promontory  overlooking"  the 
receding  waters  of  the  past,  while  before  us  stretch  the  bound- 
less waters  of  the  future  shrouded  in  mists  into  which  with  eager, 
searching  gaze  we  tr}'  to  peer. 

You,  who  have  retiu'ned  after  years  of  absence  to  honor  and 
cheer  us  with  your  presence,  bringing  your  triumphs  in  other 
fields  to  increase  the  glad  pride  with  which  Wilmington  ever 
looks  upon  her  sons  and  daughters,  are  no  doubt  filled  with 
visions  of  the  past  as  the  days  of  youth,  filled  with  both  bright 
and  sad  experiences,  arise  out  of  the  shadows  behind  you.  The 
history  of  the  past,  so  ably  epitomized  by  the  distinguished 
Historian  of  the  Day,  is  one  of  which  we  may  well  be  proud, 
and  with  reverence  repeat  with  the  immortal  Webster,  "  The  past 
at  least,  is  secure."  While  we  revere  the  past  and  hasten  through 
the  present,  after  all,  the  great  world  in  which  we  live  is  the 
future.  Our  ho[)es,  our  as|)irations,  our  unsatisfied  longings,  are 
thrown  out  ahead  like  the  stereoptican  view,  and  pictured  upon 
the  misty  realms  beyond.  No  single  line  could  better  give  the 
philosophy  of  life  than  Pope's,  "  M.in  never  is,  but  always  to 
be  blest." 

At  this  time  when  brevity  cannot  be  overestimated,  it  would 
seem  as  though  subje6ls  for  response  should  be  capable  of  limit, 
but  by  accident  or  design  your  committee  have  assigned  a  subje6l 
in  "  The  Future  of  Wilmington"  limited  only  by  eternit^  itself, 
and  ungoverned  by  the  laws  of  death  or  decay,  our  beautiful 
town  under  the  shadow  of  the  old  dreen  Mountains  in  the  grand 
old  historic  State  of  Vermont,  can  be  likened  to  the  carefully 
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nurtured  child  who,  in  the  flush  of  health  and  youthful  hopes 
looks  forward  to  a  development  and  growth  limited  only  by  its 
capacity. 

You  have  all  undoubtedly  read  the  poem  which  pictures  the 
wandering  spirit's  return  to  earth  as  each  cycle  of  a  thousand 
years  rolls  around  to  find  the  busy  city  and  the  silent  forest  suc- 
ceeding each  other.  Today  it  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  go 
further  into  the  realms  of  the  imagination  than  the  probable,  to 
picture  a  beautiful  city  traced  by  streets  alive  with  the  hum  of 
commerce,  passing,  perhaps,  over  this  very  spot  where  we  now 
are  and  before  which  this  majestic  grove  may  yield.  That  a 
brilliant  future  awaits  our  town  we  are  all  beginning  to  believe, 
and  by  the  word  future  I  mean  not  one  so  far  distant  but  that 
this  audience,  especially  the  younger  portion  of  it,  may  see  all 
that  I  would  prophesy. 

It  is  a  common  rule  to  judge  the  future  by  the  past,  and  if  I 
may  add,  the  present;  from  these  known  quantities,  if  the  future 
can  be  discounted  in  advance,  if  there  is  anything  in  the  doctrine 
of  probabilities,  while  we  may  not  be  able  to  demonstrate  with 
absolute  mathematical  certainty,  we  can  with  fair  degree  of  prob- 
ability figure  out  a  future  which  will  exceed  our  wildest  dreams 
of  a  few  years  ago.  Isolated  as  we  then  were,  with  no  means  of 
communication  with  the  outside  world  except  staging  twenty 
miles ;  with  what  little  enterprising  spirit  there  was  in  town 
alarmed  and  discouraged  by  the  rapidity  with  which  the  young 
and  enterprising  blood  was  leaving  for  the  cities  and  other  busier 
scenes  of  life,  and  in  consequence  farms  becoming  deserted  and 
real  estate  already  far  below  its  cost,  every  day  dropping  lower 
as  farms  came  upon  the  market  with  no  one  to  buy  ;  is  it  any 
wonder  that  we  looked  on  with  much  anxiety  and  questioned 
what  the  outcome  would  be  ?  Was  Wilmington  holding  her 
own  ?  We  scarcely  dared  whisper  the  answer,  but  we  knew  it 
would  soon  become  apparent  that  she  was  not  unless  there  came 
about  a  rapid  change  for  the  better.  In  the  gathermg  gloom  tli(i, 
lightning  gleamed,  and  through  the  enterprise  of  a  few  citizens 
the  telephone  relieved  our  dreary  isolation  and  placed  us  in  voice 
with  the  outside  world,  and  although  the  wise  ones  shook  their 
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heads  and  the  skeptic  thought  it  might  do  for  pleasant  weather 
but  would  never  work  over  Marlboro  hills  when  the  winter  winds 
were  howling,  it  was  soon  demonstrated  that  the  faith  of  its  pro- 
moters was  not  misplaced. 

With  telephonic  and  telegraphic  communication  it  became 
possible  to  have  a  newspaper,  which  proje6l  a  citizens'  committee 
carefully  considered,  and  in  due  time  the  "  Deerfield  Valley 
Times  "  was  launched  into  a  critical  world,  and  although  to  some 
it  seemed  preposterous  to  think  of  starting  a  newspaper  in  Wil- 
mington and  its  failure  was  freely  prophesied,  it  has  been  as  you 
all  know  a  marked  success  from  the  start,  improving  with  every 
issue,  occasionly  by  large  bounds,  as  from  a  four-page  to  an 
eight-page  paper,  and  with  a  constantly  increasing  circulation 
it  again  bears  witness  that  the  faith  of  its  originators  in  the  re- 
sources of  old  Wilmington  was  not  in  vain.  While  the  editor 
may  be  present  and  I  would  not  make  him  blush,  I  think  I  may 
be  pardoned  for  saying  that  the  influence  of  the  "  Times  "  in 
sustaining  and  advancing  the  material  interests  of  this  town  and 
the. whole  Deerfield  valley  can  hardly  be  overestimated.  It  has 
done  and  can  in  the  future,  if  properly  sustained,  do  great  good, 
and  no  investment  which  has  the  good  of  our  community  at 
heart  can  be  made  which  will  yield  larger  dividends  than  the 
price  of  its  subscription. 

Closely  following  upon  the  heels  of  these  enterprises  came 
the  Wilmington  Grain  and  Lumber  Company  and  other  smaller 
manufacturing  enterprises  which  have  done  their  share  towards 
developing  the  latent  resources  of  our  valley,  and  last,  but  1 
trust  by  no  means  least,  the  Raponda  and  Sylvan  Lake  Park 
Association  comes  to  develop  one  of  the  most  beautiful  spots  in 
New  England,  and  advertise  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  hot  and 
dusty  cities  that  there  is  a  cool  retreat  among  the  Green  Moun- 
tains where  the  earth,  and  the  air,  and  the  water,  present  their 
greatest  charms.  In  this  connexion  I  might  also  mention  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  other  agencies  which  modesty  forbids  Ijjeci- 
fying,  which  have  advertised  our  town  over  the  wide  world  and 
brought  and  are  bringing  to  our  valley  from  the  distant  north 
and  the  more  distant  west,  the  south  and  the  east,  as  well  as 
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from  the  far-away  land  of  the  midnight  sun,  industrious  citizens 
who  have  and  are  taking  up  our  unoccupied  lands  and  making 
gardens  blossom  where  weeds  and  rubbish  (lourished  before. 

All  these  agencies  have  sent  real  estate  bounding  upwards, 
enthused  our  people  with  hope,  and  brouglit  contentment  to  stay 
upon  the  old  farm.  Such  life  and  buoyancy  has  been  instilled 
into  the  town  that  the  word  boom,  until  recently  only  supposed 
to  be  applicable  to  Western  towns,  has  been  quite  commonly 
applied  to  our  changed  position. 

If  so  much  can  be  accomplished  in  so  short  a  time  in  a  town 
which  you  who  come  as  guests  today  are  obliged  to  reach  by 
the  same  old  method  of  travel  in  use  before  the  steam  engine 
was  conceived  in  the  mind  of  a  Stephenson,  what  may  we  not 
predift  when  we  have  that  great  desideratum,  that  sine  qua  non 
as  some  have  thought,  a  railroad  ?  That  is,  or  ought  to  be,  the 
next  great  enterprise  to  be  chronicled  in  the  history  of  Wil- 
mington, and  with  it  the  possibilities  of  future  development  are 
limitless.  I  will  not  mar  by  vulgar  suggestion  the  glowing 
images  your  imaginations  may  have  already  painted,  but  would 
ask  you  to  paint  in  still  brighter  colors  and  then  let  aftive  effort 
inspired  by  never  failing  faith  make  the  image  a  reality. 

As  a  citizen  of  Wilmington  I  feel  to  express  a  debt  of  grati- 
tude to  you,  who  in  other  lands  have  ever  kept  your  faith  in 
Wilmington,  and  have  contributed  so  much  towards  our  pros- 
perity and  especially  made  our  present  gala-day  a  possibility. 
Let  me  entreat  you  to  continue  to  show  your  faith  by  your 
works,  and  should  you  aid  our  development  by  investing  in  our 
lands  and  enterprises,  you  can  be  assured  it  will  be  heartily 
appreciated  and,  I  believe,  will  yield  financial  returns  which  will 
be  appreciated  by  you  also.  Let  the  young  man  not  look  for 
an  Eldorado  in  some  distant  clime  while  the  golden  opportunities 
at  his  feet  are  overlooked,  perhaps  to  be  appropriated  later  by 
strangers. 

While  to  build  successfully  we  must  have  a  plan  in  minc^< 
dreaming  only  of  the  future  accomplishes  nothing,  and  that  our 
most  rosy  expectations  may  be  realized,  let  us 
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"Trust  no  Future,  hovve'er  pleasant  ! 
Let  the  dead  Past  bury  its  dead ! 
A61, — act  in  the  Hving.  Present  ! 
Heart  within,  and  God  o'erhead  !" 

THE  LADH^S. 

Constitutionally  in  favor  of  union  may  their  influence  lend  as 
great  enchantment  to  the  domestic  circle  as  their  presence  today 
has  imparted  to  the  exercises  of  the  occasion. 

Response  by  C.  F.  Boyd  Usq.,  of  Granby  Centre,  N.  Y. 
Mr.  President : 

As  we  look  back  over  the  history  of  the  past  and  see  how  in 
the  earlier  ages  women  a6led  such  a  grand  part  upon  the  side  of 
right,  such  as  Queen  Esther,  Miriam,  the  sister  of  Moses,  and 
passing  on  to  later  times  such  examples  of  humanity  as  l^oca- 
hontas,  though  reared  among  the  wild  and  untutored  savages,  it 
awakens  within  us  a  keen  sense  of  appreciation  as  to  how  much 
of  the  bettering  of  the  condition  of  society  belongs  to  the  fairer 
sex.  The  name  most  revered  in  the  vast  h^mpire  of  Russia  to- 
day is  that  of  Great  Catharine,  to  whom  Suvaroff  sent  the  mes- 
sage from  unhappy  Poland — that  "  order  signed  in  Warsaw." 
What  a  halo  of  glory  centers  around  the  names  of  Josephine 
and  Marie  Antoinette,  and  the  proud  boast  of  P>ngland  is  that 
she  has  furnished  to  the  world  such  examples  of  true  greatness 
as  Elizabeth  and  Victoria ;  but  the  women  of  this  dear  old  town 
trace  not  their  lineage  to  kings  and  Queens,  but  what  to  me 
seems  better,  to  a  God-fearing  and  religious  ancestry.  And  as  I 
return  once  more  to  the  scenes  of  my  childhood,  and  gaze  upon 
those  faces  that  I  knew  so  well  in  days  of  yore,  I  am  led  to 
exclaim  that  there  is  not  to  be  found — go  where  you  will — 
finer,  nobler  women  than  the  mothers  and  daughters  of  old 
Wilmington. 


f 

1 


Toasts  and  Responses. 


141 


OUR  OWN  GREEN  MOUNTAIN  STATE. 

Her  name,  her  fame,  her  rock-ribbed  hills,  her  men,  her 
women,  are  dearer  to  us  than  all  others. 

Response  by  Hon.  J.  K.  Batchelder  of  Arlington. 
Mr.  Toast-Master  and  Fellow  Citizens  : 

It  is  one  of  the  finest  traits  of  our  nature  that  we  love  the  land 
of  our  nativity  and  cherish  the  place  of  our  birth.  It  is  said  the 
Laplander  amid  the  frosts  and  snows  of  his  northern  zone 
believes  the  land  he  lives  in  the  fairest  and  most  beautiful  on 
earth.  You  may  tell  him  of  southern  climes,  where  the  fields 
are  ever  green  with  verdure,  and  flowers  bloom  in  perennial 
spring,  but  after  you  have  portrayed  to  him  all  the  beauties  of 
the  most  favored  clime  he  still  turns  with  admiration  to  the 
snowclad  hills  that  are  never  green,  and  still  believes  them  the 
fairest  and  most  beautiful  on  earth. 

Something  of  this  chara6leristic  pervades  all  races,  all  degrees 
of  civilization,  from  the  savage  to  the  most  enlightened.  Ver- 
monters  are  ever  proud  as  well  they  may  be  of  their  native 
State.  We  love  her  hills  and  green  valleys  and  the  crystal 
streams  that  flow  from  her  mountain-sides.  We  love  the  very 
air  of  heaven  we  breathe,  and  feel  its  health-giving  power. 

No  other  portion  of  this  great  land,  to  us,  is  like  unto  it.  We 
pass  beyond  its  borders,  and  see  the  marvellous  resources  of 
other  sections;  following  "the  course  of  iMiipire,"  toward  the 
West,  we  behold  the  vast  prairies  now  teeming  with  busy  life 
and  industry,  and  marvel  at  the  scene.  We  stand  on  the  bank 
of  the  "Great  River"  and  are  filled  with  wonder,  almost  with 
awe,  at  the  mighty  flood  that  rolls.  Passing  beyond  its  flow 
the  vastness  of  the  great  West  is  still  more  forcibly  impressed 
upon  us.  We  reach  the  summit  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  and 
behold  on  their  further  side  a  land  wonderful  in  its  fertility,  won- 
derful in  its  beauty,  and  as  we  descend  and  pass  through  it  we 
wonder  all  the  more,  until  at  last  we  reach  the  broad  Pacific, 
and  standing  on  its  shores  see  the  waves  of  the  mighty  ocean 
roll  through  the  Golden  Gate,  bearing  upon  llieir  crests  the  com- 
merce of  the  world. 

Yet  after  all  this,  after  we  have  seen  the  wonders,  the  beauties 
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and  the  resources  of  all  the  other  States  and  seftions,  we  still 
turn  to  Vermont,  still  believing  her  the  fairest  and  best  of 
them  all. 

I  would  say  of  Vermont,  not  as  Douglas  once  said,  a  good 
State  to  be  born  in  and  to  migrate  from,  but  the  best  State  to  be 
born  in,  the  best  to  live  in. 

In  introducing  the  next  speaker  the  Chairman  referred  to  the 
battles  of  Lookout  Mountain  and  Mission  Ridge  fought  in 
November,  1863,  near  Chattanooga,  Tenn.  Two  years  later 
Mr.  Whitney,  the  gentleman  who  responded,  was  born.  Thus 
has  a  new  generation  come  upon  the  stage  of  aftion  since  the 
great  contest  of  '61 -'65. 

THE  SOUTH  AND  ITS  HUB. 
Respon.se  by  Henry  D.  Whitnev,  I^sq.,  of  Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn. 
Mr.  Toast-Master,  Ladies  and  Geiitleinen  : 

As  the  peculiar  characteristics  of  the  Puritans  and  their 
descendants  were  increased  and  developed  by  the  rigor  of  the 
climate  and  the  ruggedness  of  the  section  of  the  country  to 
which  they  came,  so  the  strong  characteristics  of  the  Cavaliers 
were  molded  and  intensified  by  the  climate  and  topography  of 
the  country  to  which  they  came. 

Two  types  of  civilization  were  thus  planted  and  developed  in 
our  country  at  the  same  time  ;  two  types  of  civilization  which" 
have  required  nearly  three  centuries  and  a  long  Civil  War  to 
understand  each  other. 

But  today,  after  a  quarter  of  a  century  of  peace,  the  men  of 
the  North  and  the  men  of  the  South  are  clasping  hands  in  fra- 
ternal unity.  Northern  capital,  energy,  and  enterprise,  together 
with  Southern  pluck  and  courage,  are  at  work  developing  the 
immense  resources  of  the  South.  The  .mountains  of  the  South 
are  full  of  iron,  coal,  marble,  building-stone,  and  almost  (?l'ery 
other  mineral  in  varying  abundance.  Her  valleys  are  fertile,  her 
mountain-sides  are  covered  with  valuable  timber,  her  climate 
unexcelled. 
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With  the  development  of  all  these  natural  resources  in  so 
great  abundance  comes  the  demand  for  a  metropolis.  The  index 
finger  on  nature's  dial  points  to  Chattanooga  as  the  centralization 
point,  the  metropolis,  the    Hub  of  the  South." 

Those  of  you  who  were  there  nearly  thirty  years  ago  remem- 
ber it  as  a  place  of  two  or  three  thousand  inhabitants.  In  1880 
Chattanooga  had  less  than  13,000  inhabitants;  in  1885,  25,000; 
and  today  she  has  a  population  of  nearly  50,000  people.  This 
has  been  her  record.  With  100,000  in  1895,  stepping  over  the 
threshold  of  the  twentieth  century  with  200,000,  she  will  attain 
during  the  first  quarter  of  the  next  century  a  population  of  half 
a  million. 

Her  avenues  of  commerce  are  the  Tennessee  River  and  a  large 
and  increasing  number  of  railroads.  Great  as  was  her  strategic 
location  in  war,  so  in  peace  and  prosperity  it  is  even  greater. 
Her  surroundings  are  beautiful  and  historic.  Yonder  is  old 
Lookout  Mountain  viewing  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  seven 
States.  Over  there  is  Missionary  Ridge,  whose  crest  was  once 
the  scene  of  carnage  and  bloodshed,  now  crowned  with  peace- 
ful, happy  homes.  A  little  farther  away  lies  the  battlefield  of 
Chickamauga.  Upon  these  ever  memorable  and  sacred  battle- 
fields is  being  built  the  grandest  monument  the  world  has  ever 
seen ;  not  a  towering  shaft  of  granite  or  an  imposing  statue  of 
marble;  not  a  monument  built  by  the  North  or  the  South,  but 
a  fraternal  city  of  magnificent  industries  and  enterprises  ;  a  city 
of  happy  homes.  How  sublime  and  inspiring  is  the  picture  of 
old  battlefields  crowned  with  the  highest  united  efforts  of  those 
who  less  than  three  decades  ago  were  fighting  each  other  upon 
the  same  soil !  Hand  in  hand,  shoulder  to  shoulder,  stand  the 
men  of  the  North  and  the  men  of  the  South.  With  no  time  to 
question  the  past,  to  discuss  old  issues,  to  bruise  old  wounds, 
all  are  as  determined  to  excel  each  other  in  the  pleasant  rivalries 
of  peace  as  they  were  once  eager  in  war. 

As  I  said  at  first,  the  two  types  of  civilization  which  for  cen- 
turies had  known  so  little  of  each  other,  men  who  fought  for 
four  years  because  they  did  not  understand  each  other,  have  at 
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last  come  to  know  each  others'  virtues  and  forget  each  others' 
faihngs. 

We  of  the  South  are  not  so  near  the  lower  regions  as  some 
think,  although  we  have  a  very  dark  element  among  us.  And 
somehow  1  am  persuaded  that  the  people  of  the  South,  notwith- 
standing their  errors  in  the  solving  of  their  very  peculiar  and 
trying  problems,  have  evinced  a  greater  knowledge  of  the  human 
nature  with  which  they  had  to  deal  than  those  who  lived  at  a 
greater  distance. 

The  far-famed  cordiality  and  hospitality  of  the  Southern  people 
has  never  abated.  You  are  welcomed  to  their  homes,  to  their 
firesides,  and  their  board  ;  you  are  welcomed  with  a  zeal  that 
reaches  to  the  bottom  of  your  heart  and  theirs. 

As  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  as  a  citizen  of  that 
magnificent  city,  Chattanooga,  I  cordially  extend  to  you  the 
hospitalities  of  the  South.  Whenever  you  come  you  will  find 
the  latch-string  out.  Under  the  genial  Southern  sun,  under  the 
influences  of  peace  and  prosperity,  in  the  dawn  of  a  new  era  the 
South  and  her  metropolis,  Chattanooga,  sends  greeting  to  old 
New  England. 

the:  mother  country,-  or,  England  and 

AMERICA. 
Response  by  Rev.  William  Spencer. 
Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Ge/itlenie/i  : 

The  varied  sentiments  and  admirable  responses  have  given  rise 
to  the  question  as  to  how  I  may  expe6l  to  win  my  quota  among 
such  popular  speakers.  Evidently,  after  so  protra6led  a  strain 
upon  the  endurance  of  this  vast  company,  the  speaker  who  is 
most  brief  will  be  most  appreciated.  In  my  brevity  I  shall  seek 
my  popularity  at  this  time. 

One  of  the  speakers,  alluding  to  the  little  girl's  composition 
on  Nails,"  allowed  that  the  nails  being  all  in,  he  must  represent 
the  tacks;  hence  I  can  do  no  better  than  to  clinch  one  h^  tlic 
nails  our  Toast-Master  has  put  in.  I  cannot  tell  the  pleasure  I't 
affords  me  to  respond  in  behalf  of  "  The  Mother  Country,"  Not 
that  I  am  wrapped  up  in  British  institutions  nor  in  any  sense 
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alien  to  the  best  interests  of  this  great  RepubHc.  I  am  a  British 
subje6l  and  appreciate  my  relation  at  this  time,  simply  in  order 
to  reciprocate,  in  behalf  of  my  nation,  that  kindly  sentiment 
that,  on  this  Fourth  of  July  so  significant,  offers  a  toast  to  "  The 
Mother  Country."  This  rebukes  the  insinuation  that  down  in 
the  American  heart  are  feelings  hostile  to  Great  Britain.  It  is 
observable  that  the  subjects  of  no  country  are  honored  in  Amer- 
ica as  are  the  sons  and  daughters  of  England  ;  and  I  believe 
these  deferences  are  mutual  and  the  mother  is  justly  proud  of 
lier  daughter  across  the  sea.  May  these  two  great  nations,  as 
mother  and  daughter — daughter  not  immature  or  dependent  but 
mistress  in  her  own  domain,  in  all  her  rights  of  womanhood — 
go  forward,  side  by  side,  in  every  cause  of  right  and  for  the 
redemption  of  the  world. 

Mr.  R.  S.  Childs  being  called  upon  responded  in  these  words  : 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Friends  : 

The  Childs  name  has  been  mentioned  with  such  distressing 
frequency  today  that  L  am  naturally  reminded  of  an  incident 
occurring  in  a  Hamilton  County  (Cincinnati)  Ohio  Theatre. 
A  messenger  boy  came  to  the  stage  and  passed  a  telegram  to 
the  manager,  who,  advancing  to  the  footlights,  ejaculated  sonor- 
ously, "  Is  Mr.  Smith  in  the  audience?"  Immediately  seventy 
men  stood  up.  The  manager  fixed  his  eyes  more  closely  upon 
the  address,  and  added,  "  This  is  for  Mr.  John  Smith,"  where- 
upon two  men  sat  down.  I  should  enjoy  the  relief  today  tliat 
came  to  one  of  these  two  Smiths.  I  hail  with  gladness,  how- 
ever, this  opportunity  for  saluting  the  worthy  sons  and  amiable 
daughters  of  this  good  old  town.  I  salute  both  resident  and 
non-resident.  I  salute  the  present  and  absent,  the  fathers  and 
mothers,  the  uncles,  cousins  and  aunts,  and  more  especially  do 
1  salute  the  aged.  The  divergence  of  people  as  they  pass  from 
childhood  to  age  is  a  sorrowful  contemplation.  The  irrevocable^ 
law  of  our  being  applies  to  every  city,  township,  village  and 
hamlet  of  this  broad  land,  and,  to  emphasize  the  sad  changes 
that  have  occurred  in  this  cosy  and  attractive  village,  where 
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all  the  conditions  are  favorable  to  health  and  longevity,  let  me 
revert  to  the  fa6l  that,  since  my  early  childhood,  every  house, 
with  two  exceptions,  has  undergone  a  complete  change.  These 
exceptions  are  the  homes  of  Mrs.  Norton  and  Horace  Hubbard. 
The  impress  of  age  is  upon  most  of  us  ;  but,  after  life's  unequal 
conflict,  we  can  trust  the  power  that  guides  the  stars  in  their 
courses  to  bring  us  finally  into  our  desired  and  restful  haven. 

Capt.  F.  W.  Childs  of  Brattleboro,  who  was  one  of  the  original 
promoters  of  the  reunion  and  did  much  to  further  the  interests 
of  the  enterprise,  was  called  upon  to  respond  which  he  did 
briefly,  as  follows : 

Mr.  Toast-Mastcr  and  Friends : 

I  recall  an  old  adage  which  was  instilled  into  my  youthful 
mind  by  my  lamented  mother,  that  "  A  child  should  be  seen  and 
not  heard,"  and  being  but  a  mere  Child-s  I  came  here  to  see  and 
hear  but  not  to  talk  ;  but  I  thank  you  all. 

Mr.  George  D.  Lamb  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  Toast-Master,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  Relatives  and  Friends : 

I  was  born  in  the  town  of  Wilmington,  in  the  year  1831.  I 
left  it  at  the  age  of  14  to  go  out  into  the  world  to  seek  my 
living  ;  have  been  back  to  visit  you  but  a  few  times  since  then  ; 
did  not  return  to  live  among  or  become  a  citizen  with  you,  but 
I  assure  you,  in  all  those  years  I  have  been  away,  my  sympathy, 
love,  and  best  wishes  have  been  and  always  will  be  with  you. 
Mr.  Haskins  has  been  advising  the  young  people  that  are  here, 
growing  up  to  become  men  and  women,  to  stay  right  here  in 
old  Wilmington  and  not  go  away.  Be  it  good  or  bad  advice, 
that  I  will  not  discuss  or  question.  Had  I  heard  his  admonition 
before  I  left  I  might  have  been  better  off,  and  might  not.  How- 
ever, 1  am  pretty  well  satisfied  with  my  past  life  thus  far.  *'You 
know  friends,  there  always  was  and  probably  always  will  be,  one 
or  more  stray  or  black  sheep  in  every  flock.  According  to  Mr. 
Haskins's  theory  I  must  have  been  the  one  black  sheep  because 
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I  left  the  fold,  but  I  was  too  young  then  to  hear  his  admonition, 
it  being  forty-five  years  ago.  It  would  be  hardly  fair  to  call  me 
a  black  sheep  at  that  age,  14  years.  I  must  have  been  a  stray 
black  lamb,  if  black  when  I  left  the  fold.  I  have  returned  to 
you  white.  Look  at  my  beard  and  the  top  of  my  head  ;  if  you 
do  not  see  it  in  that  light,  your  eyesight  must  be  very  poor.  You 
know  friends  a  white  lamb  was  always  considered  an  emblem  of 
purity  and  innocence;  so  you  see  if  I  went  away  from  you  a 
stray  black  lamb,  I  have  returned  to  you  a  white  lamb,  pure  and 
innocent — ^if  the  emblem  is  good  for  anything.  Friends,  I  am 
not  a  speechmaker  and  cannot  make  you  a  speech.  Should  I 
live,  I  hope  to  see  many,  if  not  all  of  you,  one  year  from  today. 
I  wish  to  thank  each  and  every  one  for  the  warm  welcome  and 
cordial  greeting  I  have  received  from  you  at  this  grand  and 
glorious  reunion,  and  I  say,  God  bless  you  all. 

In  closing,  L.  P.  Stone,  Esq.  of  Philadelphia  took  occasion  to 
thank  the  people  of  Wilmington  for  their  unflagging  interest  and 
untiring  labors  to  make  the  reunion  the  grand  success  it  was. 
Mr.  Stone  spoke  with  the  utmost  sincerity  and  we  believe  he 
voiced  the  unanimous  sentiment  of  every  invited  guest  present. 
Mr.  Stone's  address  of  thanks  and  appreciation  was  as  follows  : 

Mr.  C/iairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  : 

About  one  year  ago  Rollin  S.  Childs,  my  brother  Byron,  and 
myself  were  at  this  place  on  a  vacation.  We  were  talking  over 
old  times  one  evening  on  the  hotel  porch  when  Rollin  expressed 
the  wish  that  at  some  time  we  might  bring  every  member  of  our 
two  families  together  here  in  old  Wilmington  and  have  a  reuniijn. 
It  has  been  a  custom  of  the  Childs'  children  to  have  a  reunion 
of  their  family  on  each  recurring  August,  and  Rollin  kindly 
offered  to  use  his  best  endeavor  to  have  every  member  of  their 
family  here  July  4,  1890,  if  our  family  would  all  come  and  join 
them.  There  are  ten  children  and  fifteen  grandchildren  of  Major** 
A.  B.  Childs  now  living,  and  we  have  with  us  today  eight  of  the 
children,  ten  of  the  grandchildren,  and  three  of  the  great-grand- 
children, only  seven  of  the  children  and  grandchildren  being 
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absent ;  besides  this  number  are  present  one  husband  and  three 
wives  of  the  children  and  two  wives  of  grandchildren  and  "  Aunt 
Marilla,"  making  a  total  of  twenty-eight  of  the  Childs  family. 

The  entire  Stone  family  is  present,  numbering  twelve,  as 
follows  :  Ashley  Stone  and  wife  and  three  sons  ;  myself,  Byron 
A.  Stone  and  Dexter  L.  Stone  with  their  wives  and  four  children. 

We  talked  much  of  this  reunion  and  RoUin  thought  every 
family  in  Wilmington  would  enjoy  such  a  meeting  and  we 
decided  to  make  an  effort  to  have  a  general  reunion  of  all  the 
families  in  Wilmington.  Like  the  circles  which  a  tiny  pebble 
causes  in  the  water,  this  thought  lias  widened  and  widened  until 
today  we  have  a  reunion  in  nearly  every  home  in  this  town.  But 
this  has  not  been  without  much  effort.  Byron  and  myself  met 
again  in  the  West,  formulated  our  ideas  into  rude  plans,  which 
he  wrote  out  in  a  letter  to  the  Childs  Ih-others,  who  came  here 
last  winter  when  they  had  to  shovel  their  way  through  snow- 
drifts, called  an  impromptu  meeting  and  started  the  reunion. 
You  are  all  familiar  with  every  detail  since  that  time,  and  we  all 
owe  many  thanks  to  the  energy,  enterprise,  and  kindness  of  the 
Deerfield  Valley  Times."  We  realized  that  we  must  offer  some 
inducement  which  would  touch  a  responsive  chord  in  all  hearts, 
that  our  dreams  of  happy  meetings  and  renewal  of  old  friend- 
ships might  become  a  glorious  reality,  and  we  decided  that  an 
old-fashioned  Fourth  of  July  celebration  in  a  grove  with  a  brass 
band  and  a  free  dinner  would  make  an  attra6live  programme. 

Our  idea  was  to  ask  some  one  from  each  prominent  family  of 
old  residents  to  take  some  active  part  in  this  celebration,  just  to 
see  what  "  our  boys  "  could  do,  and  to  make  our  fathers  and 
mothers  satisfied  that  their  good  counsel  and  liberal  training  had 
not  been  thrown  away.  If  you  will  permit  me  to  enumerate 
some  of  the  prominent  families  that  have  always  lived  in  Wil- 
mington, I  can  explain  to  you  why  we  have  had  such  a  lengthy 
programme.  We  have  Adams,  Alvord,  Avery,  Barnard,  Bart- 
lett,  Bassett,  Barber,  Bridge,  Blodgett,  Bissell,  Boyd,  Bowker, 
Buell,  Butterfield,  Bellows,  Bruce,  Cushman,  Crosier,  Childs, 
Campbell,  Crosby,  Clark,  Cutting,  Castle,  Davenport,  Dennison, 
Dix,  Davis,  Dexter,  Dickinson,  Edson,  Estabrook,  Flagg,  Fox, 


Toasts  and  Responses. 


149 


Forbes,  Goodnow,  Gore,  Haynes,  Harris,  Haskell,  Hubbard, 
Haskins,  Higley,  Hastings,  Howe,  Ingram,  Jefts,  Jones,  Jewell, 
Kellogg,  Kjngsbury,  Kidder,  Lawton,  Lamb,  Lathrop,  Lincoln, 
Morgan,  Mann,  Moore,  Morris,  Miner,  Medbury,  Morse,  Miller, 
Norton,  Packard,  Parmalee,  Pettee,  Prouty,  Pike,  Pulsifer,  Quinn, 
Ray,  Rugg,  Robinson,  Russell,  Rice,  Rudd,  Riddell,  Shafter, 
Stanley,  Spencer,  Stone,  Smith,  Snow,  Stearns,  Sargent,  Stetson, 
Swift,  Stowe,  Tyler,  Temple,  Thayer,  Thomas,  Tanner,  Titus, 
Underwood,  Watson,  Ware,  White,  Whipple,  Willard,  Waste, 
Walker,  Winchester,  Wheeler,  Wilder,  Whitney,  and  Wilcox. 

Your  Toast-Master  has  told  me  that  he  studied  the  list  of 
names  and  sele6led  from  the  same  to  respond  to  sentiments,  and 
that  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  was  the  niunber  and  allowing 
five  minutes  to  each  only  eleven  hours  and  thirty-five  minutes 
would  be  required  for  the  responses.  VVlien  h^riend  Russell 
mailed  me  a  second  invitation  he  asked  me,  as  I  expe61;  he  asked 
every  one  of  you,  to  respond  to  some  after-dinner  toast.  I  wrote 
him  I  had  never  made  a  speech  in  public,  but  he  might  use  me 
in  any  manner  he  desired,  if  such  poor  material  could  in  any 
way  contribute  to  the  success  of  the  reunion.  When  1  came 
here  he  asked  me  what  topic  I  was  prepared  to  talk  upon.  I 
deemed  this  only  sarcasm,  and  answered,  Anything."  He  then 
took  me  into  his  office,  read  me  sentiments  and  toasts  enough  to 
daze  a  "ward  politician,"  and  I  said,  "  Put  me  on  at  roll-call  and 
I  will  say  something."  I  have  been  made  so  deeply  grateful  to 
every  resident  in  Wilmington  for  their  liberal  and  untiring  effort 
to  make  this  reunion  a  success  that  I  asked  Mr.  Russell  to  let 
me  try  and  thank  you  on  behalf  of  the  bo}'s  and  girls  who  have 
gone  out  from  among  you  for  all  this  kindness.  Your  presi- 
dent, Mr.  Fitch,  has  welcomed  us  back  in  language  so  touching 
that  we  feel  sure  that  Wilmington  is  .still  "  sweet  home ;"  your 
orator.  Col.  Haskins,  has  given  us  a  masted}'  oration,  taking  us 
back  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  years  and  bringing  us  with  full 
data  down  to  the  present  time  ;  Prof.  Butterfield  has  read  to  us 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  which  makes  us  all  proud  that 
we  are  Americans,  and  proud  of  him  that  he  is  a  son  of  Wil- 
mington ;  your  band  has  discoursed  music  that  should  always 
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make  us  have  a  just  pride  in  the  Wilmington  Cornet  Band.  My 
beloved  first  teacher  has  given  one  of  her  gems  of  thought  in 
her  beautiful  poem.  Mrs.  O.  E.  Butterfield,  Mrs.  T.  B.  Deming, 
D.  Gilbert  Dexter,  and  Miss  Swift  have  all  sent  us  messages  of 
love  expressed  in  gracefully  written  poetry  ;  your  different  com- 
mittees have  excelled  even  Wilmington's  well-established  reputa- 
tion for  hospitality,  thoroughness,  and  business-like  methods  in 
every  thing  they  have  done  for  us  ;  your  Entertainment  Com- 
mittee have  assigned  every  applicant  to  pleasant  quarters  ;  your 
Banquet  Committee  have  served  the  finest  out-of-door  lunch  I 
have  ever  enjoyed.  Mr.  C.  M.  Russell  has,  as  the  resuit  of  the 
most  untiring  effort,  given  us  an  exhibit  of  stereopticon  portraits 
of  many  of  the  old  residents  and  schoolmates — most  of  whom 
are  now  sleeping  in  *'  God's  acre" — which  was  worth  a  thousand 
miles'  travel. 

With  chara(5leristic  energy  and  devotion  our  friend  Rollin  has 
decorated  our  beautiful  village  until  nearly  every  building  waves 
the  national  colors,  and  the  motto,  "  Though  lost  to  sight,  to 
memory  dear,"  under  which  we  passed  as  we  revisited  the  village 
cemetery,  stirred  the  deepest  emotions  of  our  hearts. 

The  town  of  Wilmington  in  open  meeting  has  voted  $300  to 
be  applied  towards  the  expense  of  this  gathering.  The  New 
York  and  Brattleboro  boys  have  sent  the  Finance  Committee 
their  liberal  donations,  and  the  voluntary  private  subscriptions 
have  come  from  willing  hands  until  I  am  told,  "  We  have  money 
enough  to  pay  for  everything,"  including  a  display  of  fireworks 
this  evening,  which  will  probably  equal  anything  ever  displayed 
in  the  State  of  Vermont.  I  have  spoken  of  these  generous 
preparations  for  our  enjoyment  in  a  hurried  manner,  that  you 
may  comprehend  the  Herculean  task  of  trying  to  return  thanks. 

I  will  borrow  a  sentiment  from  one  beautiful  line  of  poetry  by 
my  first  teacher,  and  as  I  stand  here  just  over  the  meridian  of 
life,  having  for  three  days  looked  out  of  the  "  east  window  "  un- 
til my  heart  is  full  and  my  brain  almost  whirling,  having  !\iet 
friends  I  have  not  seen  for  many  years  and  some  that  I  never 
expe6l  to  see  again,  too  happy  to  turn  my  eyes  even  towards  the 
"  west  window,"  and  leaving  the  future  to  the  kind  Providence 
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that  has  favored  us  in  all  things,  I  can  only  say  in  behalf  of  all 
old  residents  present  and  abroad,  to  all  of  you,  and  to  E.  A. 
Fitch,  Col.  Raskins,  Prof  Butterfield,  Mrs.  Forbes,  C.  M.  Russell, 
H.  Mann,  Jr.,  J.  H.  Kidder,  E.  M.  Haynes,  J.  M.  Bassett,  O.  W. 
Boyd,  D.  G.  Hubbard,  A.  M.  Johnson,  A.  L.  Childs,  C.  D.  Spen- 
cer and  many  others  especially,  that  we  gratefully  and  sincerely 
thank  you. 

The  services  at  the  grove  closed  with  the  following  song,  sung 
by  the  Henschel  Quartette,  and  music  by  the  Wilmington  Cor- 
net, and  the  Brattleboro  First  Regiment  Bands. 

MY  NATIVE  TOWN. 
[A  Song  Written  for  the  Wilmington  Reunion] 
By  Rev.  IL  FLvstman. 
Air — "  Auld  Lang  Synid' 

My  native  town  !    My  native  town  ! 

How  justly  dear  to  me  ! 
Although  I  wander  up  and  down, 

I  often  think  of  thee  ; 
Where'er  my  willing  footsteps  tend, 

Where'er  my  lot  is  cast, 
Instin6live  thoughts  and  feelings  blend, 

And  mingle  with  the  past. 

The  joyous  scenes  of  early  life, 

My  raptured  thoughts  employed, 
When,  free  from  toil  and  care  and  strife, 

My  heart  was  overjoyed  ; 
Fantastic  forms  they  now  assume, 

Like  spectres  glide  along  ; 
From  memory's  magic  realm  they  come, 

A  countless,  mystic  throng. 

The  happy  scenes  of  youthful  days, 
Like  fairies  round  me  rise  ; 
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And  happier  childhood's  artless  ways 

Spring  up  before  mine  eyes  ; 
I  songsters  hear  in  woodlands  wild. 

Sweet,  blooming  fields  I  see; 
I  hear  the  overjoyous  child 

Ring  out  its  rapturous  glee. 

I  see  the  lovely  landscape  'round, 

I  view  the  verdant  hills  ; 
I  love  the  vales  with  beauty  crowned, 

I  hear  the  singing  rills  ; 
I  love  the  richness  Nature  lends 

To  fields  all  fruitful,  fair  ; 
But  more  than  all  I  love  the  friends 

Who  love  to  linger  there. 

But  sorrowing  scenes  come  rushing  on  ! 

Where  now  my  youthful  friends  ? 
Sad  memory  answers,  they  are  gone — 

How  soon  life's  journey  ends  ! 
Where  now  those  kindred,  doubly  dear. 

To  whom  my  heart  was  bound  ? 
With  us  they  here  no  more  appear, 

They  slumber  'neath  the  ground  ! 

With  life  and  every  blessing  blest ! 

When  I  in  death  lie  down, 
Let  me  with  friends  and  kindred  rest 

In  thee,  my  native  town  ; 
Here  'round  my  bed  let  tlow'rets  bloom. 

Set  by  some  loving  hand  ; 
And,  smiling  o'er  my  quiet  tomb, 

As  sweet  memorials  stand. 

It  was  now  past  6  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  and  therefore  neces- 
sary that  the  exercises  should  close.  Other  sentiments  had  been 
prepared  and  other  voices  undoubtedly  would  have  given  utter- 
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ance  to  the  thoughts  and  emotions  which  seemed  to  well  up 
spontaneously  from  full  and  overflowing  hearts;  but  the  time 
for  parting  had  come,  and  the  great  company  quietly  dispersed, 
all  apparently  well  satisfied  to  have  spent  one  day  in  commemo- 
rating the  virtues  of  their  ancestors,  and  reviving  the  friendships 
of  earlier  years.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  those  who  shall  occupy 
their  places  a  century  hence  may  deem  it  proper  and  find  it 
equally  satisfactory  to  pay  a  like  tribute  to  the  memory  of  those 
who  have  gone  before. 

BENEDICTION. 

By  Rev.  J.  H.  Gaylord  of  East  Longmeadow,  Mass. 

The  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  love  of  God,  and 
the  communion  of  the  Holy  Ghost  abide  with  you  all.  Amen. 


Owing  to  the  length  of  the  exercises  and  the  lateness  of  the 
hour,  the  Chairman  was  obliged  to  omit  the  reading  of  the 
following  poems,  but  we  take  great  pleasure  in  presenting  them 
herewith. 

POEM. 

By  Miss  Kate  B.  Swift  of  Elwyn,  Penn. 

Under  the  shade  of  the  brave  old  Green  Mountains, 
Nestling  adown  in  the  valley  so  green, 
Bordered  with  blossoms,  a  talkative  stream 

Gleams  ever  its  way  from  its  cool  forest  fountains. 

Along  it,  a  village  lies  prettily  pictured. 

Looms,  in  the  distance,  old  Haystack  the  bold ; 
Safe  guarding  the  crystal  its  bosom  doth  hold. 

All  sheltered  and  crooned  to  by  forests,  heav'n  nurtured. 
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Stories  and  secrets  this  bright  river  told  me, 
Scenes  it  had  witnessed  o'er  all  its  long  way  ; 
Then,  with  the  tale  of  a  passed  away  day, 

Long  by  its  side  did  smilingly  hold  me. 

THE  river's  story. 

Once  upon  a  time,  some  children 
Lived  these  pleasant  hills  among; 

Black-eyed,  brown-eyed,  blue-eyed,  children. 
Full  of  laughter,  shout,  and  song. 

Oh,  what  fun  they  had  a  playing 
Barefoot  by  my  grassy  banks  ; 

Bent-pin  fishhook,  alder  fish  poles, 
Mimic  squadrons  ;  all  the  pranks 

Dear  to  children  and  the  water. 

Tumble  in?  Oh,  yes!  but  then. 
Where  's  the  fun,  if  there 's  no  danger? 

Soon  they're  out  and  dry  again. 

How  the  busy  saw  mill  clattered, 

Buzzed,  and  whizzed,  and  whined,  all  day 

While  they  sought  the  gummy  treasures 
On  the  mill  logs  by  the  way. 

And  these  children,  yes,  these  children 
Had  to  go  to  school  to  learn  ; 

Summer  sand  and  winter  snowdrift 
Bravely  vanquished  they  in  turn. 

Oh  the  masters  !    Oh  those  pupils, 
Older  now,  and  wiser  grown  ! 

Oh  the  ceiling,  why  so  spotted  ! 

Why  those  notes  and  candies  thrown  ! 
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And  these  children,  yes,  these  children 

Often  sorrowed  after  school, 
If  too  much  of    out  loud  smiling," 

And  too  oft  a  broken  rule. 

Growing  taller,  growing  broader, 
Boys  are  having  such  good  fun ; 

Swimming,  hunting,  skating,  fishing, 
Chase  each  other  one  by  one. 

"  Never  fear,  we'll  risk  the  danger." 

Down  that  long  hill,  O  so  steep, 
Spins  the  old  sleigh,  gaily  loaded, 

Down,  down,  into  the  village  street. 

Then,  oh  then,  the  sugar  season  ! 

Stores  and  stores  of  liquid  sweet ! 
Camp  fires  burning,  story  telling. 

When  ther's  night-watch  cheer  to  keep. 

Tales  of  monsters  fierce  and  furious. 

That  infest  the  forest  dark  ; 
Wild  attacks  of  "  spotted  Cubas  " 

Lend  a  thrill  to  each  brave  heart. 

Growing  older,  growing  wiser. 
Boys  have  sprung  up  into  men. 

Hark  !    The  Nation's  warcry  summons  ! 
Noble  cares  have  come  to  them. 

Fields  of  battle  lay  before  them. 

One  of  war,  one,  daily  life  ; 
Some  the  former,  some  the  latter 

Take,  and  either  means  a  strife. 

Far  and  wide  these  children  wander. 
War  and  peace  and  daily  life, 
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Shade  and  sunshine,  joy  and  sorrow, 
Meet  them  in  their  onward  strife. 

Some  have  gone  to  rest  forever, 
Care  and  toil  for  them  now  cease  ; 

They,  beside  the  heavenly  river, 

Chant  the  '*  Welcome  Home  "  of  peace 

One  day,  to  the  peaceful  village, 
Came  a  whisper,  came  again  ; 

"  Yes,  I  heard  it,"  said  the  river, 

And  I  laughed,  and  danced,  and  sang. 

Louder  grew  the  whisper,  louder. 
Till  through  all  the  town  it  rolled  ; 

As  I  hurried  on  my  journey, 
Every  shrub  and  tree  I  told. 

They  are  coming  home,  my  children. 
My  dear  boys  are  coming  back  ; 

Don  your  fairest  leaves  and  blossoms, 
Not  one  thing  of  beauty  lack. 

Wave  your  branches,  wave  your  welcome 

O,  ye  fields  and  forests  sing  ! 
Our  old  playmates,  they  are  coming, 

All  your  brightest  greetings  bring. 

"  Welcome  home,"  the  river  sparkles, 
"  Welcome  home"  the  hills  reply; 

"Welcome  home,  oh,  welcome,  welcome,' 
Sing  the  meadow,  wood,  and  sky. 
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MEMORIES. 
By  D.  Gilbert  Dexter  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

I  sit  in  the  shade  of  the  maple 

Again  as  memory  goes  back, 
I  shall  never  forget  the  dear  faces — 

Of  their  forms  there  never  is  lack  ; 
For  they  flit  through  the  chambers  of  fancy, 

I  see  those  I  loved  in  the  past, 
I  hold  them  in  dearest  remembrance, 

While  time  and  eternity  last. 

I'm  looking  way  back  to  the  sixties, 

When  the  boys  that  put  on  the  blue. 
Were  parting  from  friends  and  from  kindred, 

Some  bidding  a  last  fond  adieu  ; 
I  shall  never  forget  it,  no,  never  ! 

'Twas  a  day  that  tried  many  a  heart. 
Though  victory  perched  on  our  banners, 

Death  came  to  sever,  to  part. 

Now  peace  reigns  over  the  country 

From  the  north,  south,  east,  and  west ; 
May  laws  that  make  men  more  equal 

Be  framed  the  truest  and  best ; 
Humanity's  cause  is  still  pleading. 

For  equality  'twixt  man  and  man. 
Bear  up  the  banner  of  Freedom  ! 

Let  it  be  on  an  enduring  plan. 

I  wander  adown  the  long  vista 

Of  years  that  have  grown  hoary  with  age, 
I  look  in  the  faces  of  loved  ones, 

I  can  read  them  from  many  a  [)age  ; 
I  never  have  ceased  to  adore  you. 

The  village,  the  farms,  and  the  hills — 
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My  silence  it  may  have  been  golden, 
More  golden  than  money  in  tills. 

I  look  to  the  wonderful  mountains, 

And  see  the  Old  Haystack  of  yore ; 
I  fish  from  the  river  and  brooklet, 

And  all  the  past  beauties  adore. 
I  live  in  your  beautiful  valley 

Again  as  I  lived  in  the  past, 
I  stand  in  the  places  that  knew  me, 

A  picture  that  ever  shall  last. 

I  look  in  the  store  at  the  corner, 

Another  midway  up  the  street, 
I  see  so  many  old  faces 

As  hands  are  extended  to  greet, 
That  I  wonder  if  I  am  not  dreaming. 

The  scene  is  so  real,  so  true, 
And  I  swear  by  the  God  of  my  fathers, 

I'll  never  again  say  adieu. 

I  list  to  the  strains  of  the  music 

That  comes  from  the  church  of  my  youth, 
I  mingle  my  voice  in  the  anthem, 

And  hearken  to  Orthodox  truth. 
I  stand  at  close  of  the  service 

With  scholars  and  teachers  in  school. 
To  teach  the  sayings  of  Jesus, 

The  doctrine  that  ever  should  rule. 

I'd  gladly  be  with  you  this  minute. 

And  mingle  with  friends  of  my  youth, 

Upholding  with  love  and  devotion 

The  people  that  stand  by  the  truth — 

There  's  no  people  on  earth  more  devoted, 
And  I  feel  that  I  shall  be  missed, 
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As  you  gather  around  the  dear  mother, 
As  she  bids  you  good  morn  and  be  kissed. 

I  cannot  come  over  the  Rockies 

To  meet  you  as  I  would  be  glad, 
But  I  send  you  a  throb  of  my  heart  pulse, 

And  ask  you  be  merry,  not  sad. 
I  trust  you  will  hll  up  the  bumpers 

Of  nectar  that  flows  from  the  spring. 
And  drink  to  the  health  of  those  absent — 

If  you  think  it  the  jolliest  thing. 

Then  forget  not  the  son  that  is  absent, 

Remember  his  heart  throbs  for  you, 
And  he  drinks  a  silent  oblation 

To  friends  that  ever  are  true. 
All  Hail  !  to  the  land  of  my  fathers, 

All  Hail !  to  her  glories  that  shine, 
All  Hail !  we'll  list  the  glad  chorus, 

The  ancient  of  days,  "  Auld  Lang  Syne." 


THE  DISPLAY  OF  FIREWORKS. 

The  evening  proved  most  favorable  for  the  magnificent  display 
of  fireworks  upon  the  Fair  Ground.  Several  thousand  people 
were  present  and  enjoyed  the  exhibition  which  was  perfc6l  in 
every  detail.  Hasten  &  Wells  of  Boston  furnished  the  exhibit 
and  sent  a  professional  pyrotechnist  to  superintend  the  same, 
which  was  certainly  one  of  the  finest  ever  given  in  this  se6lion. 

The  announcmeent  of  the  display  was  given  by  signal  guns 
firing  heavy  detonations  that  echoed  and  re-echoed  among  the 
hills,  after  which  the  exhibition  was  given  in  the  following  orde^: 

1.  Examples  of  heavy  exhibition  rockets,  displaying  meteoric 
showers,  Japanese  rains,  floral  bouquets,  serpents,  etc. 

2.  French  tourbillions  or  table  rockets,  fired  in  sets  of  three 
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and  five,  rings  that  displayed  revolving  wheels  in  ascending  and 
descending  flights  of  various  colors. 

3.  The  first  design  of  the  display  was  shown  and  consisted  of 
the  "  Jet  d'  Emt,  or  Water  Fountain,"  designed  to  represent  a 
water  spout  or  fountain  of  fire.  It  commenced  with  a  caprice 
wheel  of  crimson  fires  and  changed  into  a  weiter  fountain,  throw- 
ing fine  spray  and  silver  mist  ten  to  twenty  feet  high. 

4.  Discharge  of  heavy  bombs,  shells,  etc.,  from  mortars,  fill- 
ing the  atmosphere  with  aerial  displays  of  silver  rains,  golden 
showers,  meteoric  star  mist,  colored  boquets,  and  blue  and 
golden  stars. 

5.  Mines  and  batteries  stationed  at  various  parts  of  the 
exhibition  grounds  opened  up  and  discharged  groups  of  contort- 
ing serpents,  saucissons,  and  great  showers  of  colored  and  silver 
fire  balls,  ascending  and  descending. 

6.  Batteries  of  heavy  exhibition  candles  fired  from  magazine 
cases  displayed  purple  and  gold,  crimson  and  green,  and  colored 
star  jewels  within  a  spray  of  silver  mist  and  |)hosphoretic  light. 

7.  The  second  design  of  the  display  was  presented  and  con- 
sisted of  the  device  called  the  "  Rose  of  Sharon  "  which  consisted 
of  a  beautiful  representation  of  this  celebrated  flower,  composed 
of  crimson  lances  with  a  central  circle  of  yellow  and  gold.  This 
device  changed  into  a  revolving  sun  of  dazzling  brilliancy  and 
extended  its  rays  several  feet  from  the  device  and  expired  with  a 
grand  salute  from  marooned  gerbs. 

8.  Golden  fountains  dischar<jed  ""reat  sheafs  of  fire  and 
brilliant  scintillates  of  silver  flame  illumincitcd  the  field  of  action. 

9.  Artillery  shells  were  exploded  in  mid  air,  their  detonation 
being  hc?.rd  for  miles,  like  the  sudden  pe?J  of  a  thunder  clap. 

10.  Signal  rockets  \vere  fired  in  groups  and  variety,  showing 
serial  displays  of  willow  trees,  m.agncsium  lights,  streamers, 
Japanese  spider,  f.oral  bouquets,  colored  sLars  and  parachutes  of 
great  beauty. 

1 1.  The  third  design  of  the  exhibit  or  the  "  Tabyrinth  '^was 
next  fired  and  consisted  o{  a  series  of  dazzling  circles  which 
revolved  in  rapid  gyrations  amid  bands  of  gorgeous  flame,  the 
piece  in  its  center  being  filled  with  turning  spirals  of  gold  and 
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crimson  lance  work.  In  its  revolutions  wonderful  combinations 
of  lorms  and  shapes  were  produced  exceedingly  puzzlin^-  to 
tlie  eye. 

12.  Colored  Bengolas,  owl  li^^hts,  and  coloretl  fire  illuminated 
the  grounds  in  the  national  colors  of  red,  white,  and  blue. 

13.  Mortar  guns  were  fired,  throwing  up  great  bomb  shells 
fiv^e  hundred  feet  high,  which  dropped  earthward  showers  of 
whistling  bombs,  willow  trees,  suns,  meteoric  stars,  purple,  blue 
and  golden  drops  through  the  air. 

14.  The  fourth  design  of  the  display,  the  "Kaleidoscope," 
exhibited  a  wonderful  pyrotechnic  device  so  arranged  as  to  move 
in  contrary  directions,  producing  an  infinite  variety  of  angles, 
figures,  forms  and  shapes.  Its  intermingling  colors  of  ruby, 
emerald,  azure  and  blue  lance  fires  presented  a  fire  picture  most 
beautiful  to  see. 

15.  Spiral  rockets,  tourbillions,  etc.,  were  made  to  take  their 
rotary  flight  and  displayed  rings  of  fire,  changeable  to  different 
colors. 

16.  Batteries  and  mines  discharged  immense  quantities  of 
colored  fire  balls,  meteoric  showers  and  squirming  serpents  that 
exploded  with  loud  reports. 

17.  Rocket  displays  followed,  showing  changeable  lights, 
signals,  colored  flame  clouds,  and  fire  illunn'nation. 

18.  The  fifth  design  was  exhibited  and  consisted  of  the  device 
called  "  The  Star  of  America."  It  was  an  elaborate  national 
device  and  commenced  with  a  zone  of  brilliants  garnished  with 
emerald  and  crimson  jets,  star  points  were  developed,  interspersed 
with  revolving  Saxon  wheels,  within  their  radius,  and  before 
expiring  a  grand  salute  was  heard  in  honor  of  the  day. 

19.  Colored  fire  and  Bengola  lights  were  used  to  illuminate 
the  surroundings  in  red,  green,  and  white  flames. 

20.  Golden  fountains,  mines  and  batteries  were  fired  in  bat- 
teries, filling  the  atmosphere  with  floral  designs  and  brilliancy. 

21.  Aerial  bombs,  from  battery  guns,  discharged  examples  of 
colored  bouquet  shells,  parachute  and  balloon  lights,  meteoric 
cloud  bursts,  colored  star  showers,  and  other  new  combinations 
of  the  pyrotechnic  art. 
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2  2.  A  grand  flight  of.  rockets  from  a  rocket  battery  was  dis- 
charged at  one  time  which  filled  the  air  with  a  rainbow  of  light. 

23.  Preceding  the  close  of  the  display  a  grand  illumination 
from  Bengolas  was  made  in  red,  white  and  blue,  showing  the 
final  design  in  all  its  beauty.  As  this  all  expired,  the  grand 
finale  of  the  evening's  exhibit  was  fired,  and  represented  in  appro- 
priate colors  "  The  Shield  of  Our  Union,"  the  national  flag,  the 
motto  of  July  4th,  and  scroll  work.  Around  these  designs 
appeared  the  words,  in  letters  of  crimson,  silver,  and  yellow, 
"  Wilmington  Welcomes  Her  Sons  and  Daughters."  At  the  base 
in  an  entablature  the  dates  i  790- 1  890;  while  the  piece  was  under 
fire,  batteries,  mines,  and  shells  opened  up  a  salute  and  covered 
the  whole  with  a  veil  of  silver  spray. 

24.  The  day's  festivities  were  brought  to  a  close  with  the 
motto  in  silver  fire,  "  Good  Night." 

25.  A  signal  bomb  of  immense  size  was  discharged  which 
awoke  the  echoes  of  Wilmington's  hills,  and  the  display  was 
closed. 


Saturday  was  spent  in  social  intercourse,  in  taking  rides  and 
walks  to  familiar  places  which  awakened  the  slumbering  memo- 
ries of  early  days.  Some  visited  old  Haystack,  while  others 
repaired  to  Raponda,  that  delightful  summer  resort  which  is 
destined  to  become  more  and  more  popular  as  it  becomes  better 
known.  Some  visited  the  old  schoolhouse  and  play  ground 
where  happy  days  were  spent  in  the  long  ago.  Some  hastened 
to  pay  a  tribute  to  the  "  old  homestead,"  now  in  the  hands  of 
strangers.  Many  repaired  to  the  village  cemetery  and  to  the 
other  burying  places. 

Here  rests  the  sacred  ashes  of  the  fathers,  mothers,  and  friends 
of  early  life.  And  as  the  various  parties  sought  the  places  most 
to  memory  dear,  and  walked  again  upon  the  soil  that  gave  ftiom 
birth,  who  can  catch  in  imagination  the  panorama  of  thought 
and  feeling  that  must  have  passed  m  review  as  the  thousand 
recolle6lions  of  youthful  days  crowded  upon  their  minds?  Who 
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delineate  the  varied  emotions  that  such  a  visit  must  have  devel- 
oped ?  While  many  remained  to  enjoy  the  reunion  services  at 
ihe  several  churches  on  Sunday  and  to  visit  for  a  few  days  friends 
and  early  homes,  very  many,  chara6leristic  of  American  life, 
exchanged  the  hasty  farewell  and  were  off  to  distant  homes  to 
mingle  again  in  the  busy  scenes  of  life. 


SERVICES  ON  SUNDAY,  JUEY  6TH. 

In  the  convi6tion  that  many  would  rejoice  in  the  renewal  of 
old  religious  associations,  the  pastors  of  the  four  churches 
arranged  for  a  day  of  reunion  at  each  of  the  respective  places  of 
worship.  The  services  consisted  of  historical  addresses  with 
reminiscences,  participated  in  by  both  former  pastors  and  mem- 
bers.   We  subjoin  a  brief  account  of  each  service. 

Services  at  the  Baptist  Church. 

The  13aptist  Church  was  filled  to  overflowing  at  the  usual  hour 
to  hear  a  sermon  from  Rev.  A.  W.  Goodnow,  who,  for  about 
twenty  years  was  pastor  of  this  church.  Emotions  of  pleasure 
and  of  sadness  were  manifest  on  the  countenances  of  the  audi- 
ence. Eriends  greeted  with  joy  the  scenes  of  other  days  and 
many  faces  were  suffused  with  tears  because  of  vacancies  now 
made  more  apparent.  The  text  was  from  the  Lord's  prayer — 
"Thy  kingdom  come."  The  sermon  was  a  lucid  and  impressive 
setting  forth  of  the  nature  and  reality  of  the  coming  kingdom, 
and  an  earnest  call  to  prepare  for  it.  A  happy  coincidence 
occurred  in  this.  1  he  pastor,  before  introducing  the  preacher, 
requested  Mr.  E.  M.  Bruce  of  Philadelphia  to  sing  a  piece  of  his 
own  sele6lion.  Mr.  Bruce,  as  if  the  spirit  of  the  prophets  rested 
on  him,  sung  the  piece,  "  The  Coming  of  Mis  Eeet,"  wdiich 
strange  and  beautifully  voiced  the  thought  of  the  sermon  follow- 
ing. After  the  benedi(5lion  the  feelings  pent  up  though  this  very 
interesting  meeting  found  free  expression. 

At  5  o'clock  the  house  was  well  filled  again  for  the  social 
reunion  service  of  the  occasion.    The  meeting  was  led  by  Pas- 
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tor  Spencer,  in  which  ex-pastors  Goodnovv  and  Phelps  partici- 
pated ;  also  a  large  number  of  the  churcli  and  visiting  friends. 
The  one  general  regret  was  that  the  two  hours  spent  together 
were  so  short.  Mr.  Bruce  rendered  several  solos  in  an  impres- 
sive manner,  and  the  audience  sung  with  zest  a  number  of  choice 
pieces,  closing  with  the  hymn,  "  Shall  We  Gather  at  the  River?" 
The  reunion  services  gave  great  satisfa6lion  to  both  pastor  and 
people  and  their  impression  will  long  remain. 

Services  at  the  Congregational  Church. 

Mr.  Lord  began  by  a  reference  to  the  language  of  Nehemiah 
of  old,  which  speaks  of  his  love  for  Jerusalem  as  "  the  place  of 
his  fathers'  sepulchers,"  then  took  as  a  text  these  words  of  the 
prophet  Zechariah,  "  Your  fathers,  where  are  they?" 

He  said  he  used  this  passage  merely  to  introduce  the  topic  of 
the  occasion.  The  first  point  he  made  w  as  the  exceeding  variety 
of  changes  in  the  history  of  this  old  cluirch,  the  great  vicissi- 
tudes it  passed  through,  its  experience  of  largeness  and  small- 
ness,  of  strength  and  weakness,  beyond  anything  he  ever  knew 
in  the  history  of  any  other  church.  He  made  this  as  a  general 
statement  to  be  illustrated  in  the  remarks  that  followed.  Next 
he  spoke  of  the  kind  of  people  who  settled  the  town,  heretofore 
described  as  Puritans,  and  gave  as  the  chief  elements  of  their 
chara6ler  these  three,  viz.:  energy,  principle,  and  piety  ;  they 
represented  the  best  blood,  the  best  minds,  and  the  richest  piety 
of  Sudbury,  Ilartlwick,  the  Deerfield  Valley,  and  other  towns 
in  Massachusetts,  and  Mansfield,  Conn.;  they  brought  with  them 
the  best  learning,  the  best  culture,  and  the  best  usages  of  the  times, 
and  these  they  built  into  the  institution  they  established  here. 
P"or  one  thing,  this  was  illustrated  in  the  case  of  the  church 
they  organized;  from  about  i  800  to  1820,  this  was  the  largest 
church  in  the  County.  They  began  to  have  regular  preaching 
in  1777,  and  in  1780  they  built  the  first  meeting  house  of  logs; 
this  same  year  too  the  church  was  organized  and  the  first  pastor 
installed,  Rev.  Winslow  Packard,  flow  long  after  it  was  wtien 
the  town  creeled  the  old  frame  meeting  house  has  not  been 
ascertained. 

Then  he  spoke  of  three  persons,  as  examples  of  others,  who 
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were  prominent  in  the  church  and  town.  Col.  Samuel  Thomp- 
son, personally  known  to  Mr.  Lord,  and  who  had  told  him  the 
story  of  his  life  in  town,  and  of  his  agency  in  the  construction 
of  the  Brattleboro  and  Bennington  turnpike  ;  of  Lieut.  Samuel 
Buell,  who  was  chosen  a  deacon  in  1781,  who  continued  in  this 
office  probably  as  long  as  he  lived,  and  had  excellent  qualities 
of  mind  and  heart,  a  man  of  good  judgment  because  he  had  a 
well-balanced  mind  ;  and  John  Flagg,  who  became  a  member  of 
the  church  in  1796,  was  soon  chosen  a  deacon  and  continued 
such  till  after  1820.  In  Mr.  Lord's  childhood  the  names  of 
l^ucll  and  Flagg  were  household  words  in  his  father's  family. 
Deacon  Flagg  was  a  man  of  good  mind  and  well  cultivated,  of 
eminent  piety,  and  a  sweet  singer,  as  all  the  Flaggs  have  been 
to  this  day  ;  he  was  a  natural  born  leader,  an  impulsive  man 
somewhat  like  the  Apostle  Peter  of  old.  This  was  shown  in  part 
in  what  he  did  at  the  time  of  the  great  disruption  in  the  church. 
In  1 81 8  Rev.  Hollis  Samson  became  pastor  of  the  church. 
Heretofore  the  church  invariably  had  followed  the  usual  custom 
of  Congregational  Churches  then  and  now  of  installing  a  man 
as  pastor  by  the  advice  and  aid  of  a  council ;  but  Mr.  Samson, 
well  knowing,  doubtless,  that  he  could  not  sustain  an  examina- 
tion by  a  council,  proposed  another  method  and  was  "  consti- 
tuted "  pastor  and  leader  by  a  simple  vote  of  the  church.  This 
course  of  action  on  their  part  was  the  source  of  all  the  evils  that 
flowed  in  upon  them  afterwards.  In  18 19  charges  of  ''Unsound- 
ness in  the  Faith  "  were  made  against  Mr,  Samson  by  responsible 
men  in  the  church,  and  were  denied  ;  then  Deacon  Flagg  came 
forward  as  the  champion  and  advocate  of  Mr,  Samson  and  wrote 
a  series  of  thirty  articles  which  were  successively  week  after 
week  printed  in  the  newspaper  in  Brattleboro.  When  men  began 
to  tire  of  these  articles,  Mr.  Samson  came  out  and  openly  avowed 
himself  a  Universalist,  what  seemingly  he  had  been  all  the 
while,  and  showing  that  Deacon  Flagg,  more  than  some  men, 
lacked  the  ability  to  discern  truth  from  error — wliat  the  Apostle 
Paul  calls  "  discerning  of  spirits."  Of  course  Mr.  Samson  soon 
left  the  pulpit  and  took  with  him  as  his  adherents  a  few  members 
of  the  church  and  inore  than  one  third  of  the  congregation,  and 
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those  who  went  took  with  them  apparently  the  major  part  of  the 
pecuniary  strength  of  church  and  society,  leaving  no  strong  men 
behind  them.  Deacon  Flagg's  name  does  not  appear  after  1820. 
Soon  after  or  before  Col.  Thompson  left  town,  and  by  1833  Dea- 
cons David  Bliss  and  John  Rice — also  Jairus  Hall,  for  so  many 
years  Town  Clerk  and  Justice  of  the  Peace — had  apparently 
gone  from  town  ;  here  were  two  sources  of  strength  gone,  and 
those  who  remained  were  comparatively  poor. 

Another  source  of  weakness  to  the  old  church  and  society 
was  this:  In  1833  the  Methodists  began  to  hold  meetings  in  the 
Hollow  and  drew  away  the  young  people  of  many  Congrega- 
tional families.  These  were  good  material,  and  they  have  been 
strong  pillars  in  that  church  to  this  day  ;  thus  in  this  changed 
form  the  old  church  of  Wilmington  has  been,  and  still  is  repre- 
sented by  at  least  one  half  the  membership  of  that  church.  Still 
another  source  of  weakness  was  the  loss  of  the  old  house  on  the 
Hill  as  a  place  of  worship;  greater  in  this  case  than  in  any  sim- 
ilar case  in  the  County,  and  greater  than  any  known  case  in 
Vermont,  or  elsewhere. 

In  1828  the  first  corporate  Congregational  Society  was  formed, 
previous  to  which  all  business  belonging  to,  and  usually  tran- 
sa6led  by  a  society  had  been  done  by  the  town.  The  old  church 
still  worshiped  in  the  old  meeting  house  on  the  Hill,  tho'  the 
Universalists  occupied  it  a  part  of  the  time,  as  they  had  a  right 
to  do,  since  everybody  in  town  owned  a  share  in  the  old  house. 
In  1822  the  meetings  of  the '*  Packardites  " — so  called — began 
to  be  and  were  for  awhile  something  of  a  thorn  to  the  old  church. 
In  J  832  the  society  began  to  agitate  the  question  of  building  a 
new  meeting  house,  and  decided  to  build  down  in  Mill  Hollow, 
as  the  village  was  then  called,  but  they  did  not  ere6l  it  till  1837, 
dedicating  it  in  06lober.  In  1834  the  old  church  began  to  wor- 
ship one  half  of  the  time  in  the  Town  Hall  down  in  the  village  ; 
in  1832  the  village  on  the  old  Hill,  comprising  just  eight  dwell- 
ing houses,  a  store,  and  a  Masonic  Hall,  all  came  down  into  the 
village  where  it  now  is,  and  in  1837  ^^^^  covering  was  all  taken 
from  the  frame  of  the  old  meeting  house,  oxen  were  hitched  to 
he  frame  and  drew  it  over,  and  everybody  in  town  took  what 
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part  of  the  old  house  they  chose  and  carried  it  to  their  liomes,  a 
part  of  its  beams  being  built  into  the  mill  in  the  Hollow,  and  a 
few  into  the  house  standing  just  south  of  the  mill. 

Mr.  Lord  then  spoke  of  Rev.  Mr.  Ranney's  beginning  to 
preach  in  Wilmington  in  1849,  of  the  formation  by  him  of  the 
Union  Church  in  1850,  and  of  his  removal  to  Brattleboro  in 
1854,  of  the  organization  of  the  Union  Congregational  Church 
in  1855,  of  the  elements  composing  it,  and  of  some  prominent 
persons  in  it.  He  described  the  changes  in  the  different  houses 
in  which  they  had  worshiped  till  coming  to  the  one  in  which  they 
were  assembled  ;  he  gave  as  a  fa(5l  the  great  number  of  pastor- 
ates there  had  been  in  the  early  and  later  history  of  the  church, 
dwelling  on  the  case  of  Rev.  Mr.  Tobey  who  came  in  1803  and 
gave  rare  promise  of  great  usefulness,  but  died  early,  beloved 
and  lamented  by  all ;  he  spoke  of  the  principles  and  policy  of 
the  existing  church  organization,  and  ended  by  expressing  some 
hopes  and  desires  relating  to  their  future  welfare. 

The  choir  closed  the  exercises  by  singing  a  hymn  from  their 
hymn  book  to  a  melody  which  a  hundred  years  ago,  in  social 
meetings  and  families,  used  to  be  sung  all  over  the  town,  thus 
giving  us  one  relic  of  the  "  olden  times "  and  connc61ing  us 
with  them. 

Services  at  the  Methodist  Church. 

The  spirit  of  reunion,  which  had  voiced  itself  in  an  exuberance 
of  hilarity  and  wholesome  demonstration,  seemed  not  suppressed 
but  rather  hallowed  by  its  reverential  display  on  the  Sabbath.  At 
the  Methodist  Church  the  order  of  exercises  for  the  entire  day 
was  executed  in  harmony  with  the  spirit  of  the  occasion. 

At  1 1  o'clock  a  large  congregation,  completely  filling  the  audi- 
ence room,  had  assembled.  Very  noticeable  was  the  large 
proportion  of  former  members  and  attendants,  whose  faces 
beamed  with  delight  at  beholding  former  pastors  and  compan- 
ions, or  saddened  at  the  memory  of  those  whose  places  "  know 
them  no  more  forever."  Copies  of  the  "  Wilmington  Methodist," 
a  four-page  paper  issued  for  the  occasion  by  the  pastor,  and 
crowded  with  historical  and  biographical  matter,  were  distributed 
to  every  member  of  the  congregation.  The  paper  also  contained 


Wilmington  Reunion. 


a  complete  programme  of  the  day's  exercises,  with  the  hymns, 
which  were  written  for  the  occasion.  An  organ  voluntary  was 
followed  by  the  singing  of  Old  Hundred,"  by  choir  and  con- 
gregation. The  pastor,  Rev.  L.  P.  Tucker,  read  a  sele6lion  of 
Scripture,  and  Rev.  J.  Enright  of  Weston  offered  prayer.  All 
joined  heartily  in  singing  the  hymn  "  Reunion,"  written  by  Rev. 
H.  Eastman  of  Jacksonville,  a  former  pastor  : 


Time — Retreat,  No.  68 j,  Hyuuial. 

We  gather  here  for  full  review, 
In  blest  Reunion,  all  as  one  ; 

To  joys  express,  to  strength  renew, 
To  labor  till  life's  work  is  done. 


By  faith  we  view,  though  far  away, 
A  vast  Reunion  blessed  above ; 

Would  emulate  in  part  today, 

The  heavenly  host  with  heavenly  love. 

'Tis  heaven  on  earth  and  heaven  above, 
With  unions  here  like  unions  there ; 

And  those  blest  with  supernal  love, 
A  heavenly  antepast  now  share. 

Along  on  life's  eventful  way, 

Still  let  us  walk  as  friend  \vith  friend. 
Until  the  dawning  of  the  day, 

Where  blest  Reunions  never  end. 


The  first  speaker  was  Rev.  J.  \\.  Gaylord  of  East  Long 
Meadow,  Mass.,  pastor  from  1870  to  1872.  His  address  was 
largely  reminiscent,  referring  to  the  delightful  impression  which 
he  received  of  the  town  at  first  acquaintance,  to  the  revivat  at 
that  time  in  operation,  to  the  pleasure  wliich  he  had  experienced 
at  meeting  at  this  time  some  whom  he  then  welcomed  to  the 
fellowship  of  the  church.    Very  gratefully  he  appreciated  the 
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kindly  Providence  which  had  watched  over  him  and  tills  Zion, 
\'ery  touchingly  referred  to  some  who  have  finished  their  labors 
and  entered  into  their  rest. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Rev.  Moses  Spencer  of  Holton,  Kan.,  a 
native  of  Wilmington,  who  was  pastor  during  1856  and  '57.  He 
alluded  to  his  first  sermon,  which  was  preached  in  this  house, 
to  the  tender  memories  of  the  graves  of  his  kindred  in  this 
|)lace,  regretted  his  enforced  absence,  and  exhorted  all  to  higher 
ideids  and  grander  endeavor.  Another  letter  from  Rev.  J.  Hamil- 
ton of  Northfield,  Vt.,  was  also  read.  It  contained  appreciative 
recognition  of  his  kindl}^  greeting  from  heart  and  home  in  this 
pastorate,  of  the  three  }'ears  from  i8tSo  to  '82  of  mingled  pain 
and  pleasure,  and  most  eulogistically  referred  to  some  who  then 
bore  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day  for  whom,  were  he  present, 
he  should  be  constantly  looking,  but  in  vain,  for  their  ^vork 
is  done. 

.At  the  conclusion  of  singing  Rev.  J.  luiright,  who  was  pastor 
in  1864,  was  introduced,  and  after  saying  that  he  had  Icnown 
personally  every  pastor  of  the  church  since  1  844,  seven  of  whom 
are  deceased,  pertinently  raised  the  inquiry  if  those  who  have 
gone  before  are  capable  of  enjoying  a  reunion  in  the  other 
world.  This  question  he  proceeded  to  answer  affirmatively  by 
the  most  convincing  argument,  both  logical  and  scriptural.  It 
needed  nothing  further  to  gain  the  assent  of  the  audience  that 
the  conditions  for  such  blessed  reunion  were  love,  fellowshi}) 
with  (jod  and  man,  and  all  admitted  the  force  of  his  a|)pe:d  that 
the  possession  of  these  graces  is  the  one  thing  needful. 

The  last  speaker  was  the  venerable  Rev.  Dennis  Wells,  the 
patriarch  of  the  Vermont  Conference,  wh(3  at  the  advanced  age 
of  87  years  had  braved  the  incon\^eniences  of  a  drive  from  his 
home  in  Wardsboro  expressly  to  participate  in  these  services, 
lie  spoke  of  his  pastorate  as  beginning  during  the  stirring  times 
of  the  War  for  the  Union,  which  so  tried  men's  souls.  He  felt 
it  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  the  people  of  this  communitv*' 
w  t-rc  so  pronounced  in  then'  lo)'alt}',  and  rejoiced  that  during  all 
this  unnatural  excitement  the  cause  of  Zion  did  not  languish. 

The  singing  of  the  next  hymn  was  followed  by  the  adminis- 
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tration  of  the  sacrament  in  charge  of  Presiding  Elder,  R.  Mor- 
gan of  Bellows  Falls,  who  was  assisted  by  all  the  clergymen 
present.  Many  former,  as  well  as  present  communicants,  par 
ticipated  in  its  observance.  After  a  timely  and  fervent  exhorta- 
tion by  the  Presiding  Elder,  the  services  were  dismissed  by 
the  benedi6lion  by  the  pastor. 

At  5  o'clock  the  people  came  together  again  for  a  love  feast  in 
charge  of  Rev,  J.  H.  Gaylord,  at  which  many  testified  to  their 
rejoicing  in  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints. 
Services  at  the  Universalist  Church. — Sermon  by  Rev. 
PI  W.  Pierce. 

Text,  Hebrews  vii.:  19:  "  For  the  law  made  nothing  perfect,  but 
the  bringing  in  of  a  better  hope  did,  by  the  which  we  draw 
nigh  unto  God." 

Dear  Fncnds : — This  parish  was  organized  as  a  working  body 
about  the  year  1830,  through  the  efforts  of  Rev.  Warren  Skin- 
ner, who  spent  most  of  his  time  with  them  until  1834.  P)uring 
that  time  Rev.  William  S.  Ballon  also  supplied  part  of  the  time. 
Ikit  Universalism  has  a  prior  history  in  town.  P)r.  John  Pulsifer, 
a  physician  and  merchant,  living  when  the  town  was  on  the  hill, 
preached  Universalism  and  was  so  zealous  in  its  behalf  that  he 
was  called  the  P'ather  of  Universalism  in  Wilmington.  In 
Masonic  Plall,  conne6led  with  his  house,  was  often  heard  the 
Gospel  of  the  Largest  Hope,  spoken  by  preachers  whom  Dr. 
Pulsifer  procured.    This  w^as  prior  to  1830. 

Another  point  of  history  is  well  established.  Rev.  Plollis 
Samson,  a  Congregationalist  minister  settled  in  town  prior  to  the 
year  1820,  preached  three  sermons  which  were  distinctly  Uni- 
versalist in  sentiment  and  argument.  P^or  this  lapse  of  faith  he 
was  obliged  to  leave  his  denomination.  In  1820  he  received  the 
fellowship  of  the  Universalist  Church  at  Claremont,  N,  H.  Plis- 
tory  does  not  say  that  Mr.  Samson  remained  in  Wilmington  very 
long  as  a  preacher  of  the  new  faith.  It  is  said  though,  that  he 
was  preaching  and  doing  a  good  w^ork  in  New  York  State  in  ^22. 
Some  twenty  inlluential  men  retired  with  Rev.  Mr.  Samson,  the 
descendants  of  whom  are  actively  identified  with  this  parish. 
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Rev.  Hosea  Faxon  Ballon,  son  of  Father  Ballon,  was  called 
to  the  pastorate  in  1834,  serving  the  parish  for  two  long  terms, 
from  1834  to  1843;  from  1857  to  1872.  During  the  first  pas- 
torate of  Flder  Ballon  the  present  church  edilice  was  erefted. 
It  was  dedicated  on  the  31st  of  December,  1835,  Rev.  Warren 
Skinner  giving  the  sermon  of  dedication,  from  Acts  v.:20.  Gen. 
I^lagg  led  the  singing  on  that  occasion. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Bailey  succeeded  Elder  Ballou  and  was  its  pastor 
from  1843  to  1849  inclusive.  During  his  pastorate  the  church 
was  organized  and  the  communion  observed,  at  which  time  some 
twenty-seven  persons  received  the  fellowship,  two  thirds  of  whom 
were  baptized  in  the  Deerfield  River.  The  Sunday  School  was 
also  organized  during  his  ministry.  A  conference  and  prayer 
meeting  was  held  weekly  and  did  much  to  build  up  the  society. 

h'rom  1850  to  1855   Rev.  Orren  Perkins  was  pastor.  J^'rom 
1855  to  1856  Rev.  Jeremiah  Gifford  was  settled  here. 

h'rom  this  time  to  1872  Elder  II.  F.  Ballou  was  again  its  pas- 
tor, or  until  ill  health  and  advanced  age  compelled  him  to  retire 
from  the  ministry.  From  1870  or  1872  to  1871  or  1874 — there 
seems  to  be  a  discrepancy  in  the  records — Rev.  John  K.  Daven- 
port supplied  the  pulpit  or  until  the  settlement  of  Rev.  William 
N.  Barber,  who  served  the  parish  some  fourteen  years.  From 
the  expiration  of  Jh"other  Barber's  pastorate  to  my  settlement  in 
May,  1888,  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  students  from  Tuft's 
Divinity  School.  B.  G.  Russell,  about  six  months ;  Lee  H. 
h^isher,  now  of  Monson,  Mass.,  some  eighteen  months  ;  I.  C. 
Tomlinson  of  Arlington,  Mass.,  through  one  vacation.  The 
present  pastor  is  Rev.  Edwin  W.  Pierce,  who  has  the  neighbor- 
ing parish  in  Jacksonville  under  his  charge.  The  space  allotted 
me  will  not  permit  any  separate  reference  to  the  chara6ler  of  her 
pastors.    I  may  say  this  : 

It  has  been  the  good  fortune  of  this  parish  to  have  men  of 
influence  and  standing  in  the  denomination  as  settled  j^astors  ; 
men  of  chara6ler  as  preachers,  as  sermonizers,  who  have  added  *. 
dignity  and  honor  to  the  faith.  It  has  been  her  good  fortune  to 
listen  to  such  men  as  M.  B.  Newell,  P\ither  Hosea  i^allc^u,  1st, 
llosea  Ballou,  2nd,  or  Dr.  Ballou,  the  founder  of  Tuft's  College, 
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Moses  Ballon,  S.  P.  Skinner,  Otis  Skinner,  Moses  J^allou,  Will- 
iam S.  Balch,  and  Charles  VVoodhouse. 

The  Sunday  School  has  had  for  superintendents,  Rev.  Orren 
Perkins,  Mrs.  PLsther  S.  Forbes,  luhvard  'l  itus,  Mrs.  Charles  F. 
Boyd,  the  dauo;hter  of  Elder  Barber,  who  held  the  position  for 
a  lono-  term  ;  E.  A.  Willard,  Jr.,  Hosea  Mann,  jr.,  Mrs.  Hosea 
Mann,  Jr.,  Leslie  W.  Boyd,  and  Miss  Martha  Lawton,  the  present 
superintendent. 

A]i  eftlcient  agent  in  the  work  of  the  parish  is  the  Ladies 
Social  Circle,  of  whom  Mrs.  J.  IL  Kidder  is  the  president.  'Phis 
Society  has  had  a  lon^^  career  and  lias  c(nitribuLed  (greatly  to  tlie 
welfare  of  the  parish  and  Sunday  School.  At  present  both 
Society  and  Sunday  School  are  enjoyins^  a  remarkable  degree  of 
prosi)erity — may  it  prove  lasting — wherein  the  mmy  who  are 
in  harmony  with  tlie  sentimeivcs  of  our  faith  may  come  into 
a6live  fellowship  with  the  parish. 

KKl'URT   OF  'I'JIE    SOCIAL       EE'J'I  N(  i   A'r    5    V.  M. 

Text,  Psalm  cxxii.:  i  :  "  I  was  glad  when  they  said  unto  me,  let 
us  go  into  the  house  of  the  Lord." 

Rev.  K.  VV.  Pierce  gave  a  brief  address,  for  this  meeting  was 
intended  to  be  a  Conference  meeting.  Remarks  u'ere  made  of  a 
helpful,  feeling  nature  by  the  Childs  [brothers,  Asaph,  Rollin, 
and  P^red  ;  and  by  Mr.  Lamb  of  New  PLaven  Ct.,  and  Charles 
F.  Boyd.  They  spoke  of  the  men  and  women,  tlieir  fathers  and 
mothers,  who  had  worshiped  in  the  cluuxh,  who  had  sacrificed 
for  their  beloved  faith,  and  remembered  with  filial  gratitude  the 
parents  who  had  led  them  into  the  church  aiul  into  the  Sunday 
School  to  receive  the  helpful,  inspiring  instruction  of  the  Cjospel 
of  a  loving,  impartial  Deity. 

Mr.  F.  A.  Plagg  and  Byron  Stone  spoke  of  the  iniUience  of 
Universalism  upon  the  every  day  life  as  a  power  that  tended  to 
broaden  and  deepen  human  sympathies,  and  unite  man  and  man 
as  brothers. 

Rev.  Mr.  Pierce  read  letters  from  Rev.  Joy  Bishop  of  Delp^os, 
Ran.,  one  of  our  old  ministers,  who  over  forty  )'ears  ago  preached 
here  and  in  the  neighboring  towns,  and  from  Rev.  VV.  N.  Bar- 
ber now  of  Granby  Centre,  N.  Y. 
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riic  liymns  saii;;"  in  this  meetin;^;  were  IIkjsc  ouv  uAhcrs  and 
mothers  sang  many  years  ago — hymns  that  never  grow  old 
because  of  the  sentiment  they  contain  :  "  Conie,  Thou  Aimight}' 
Iving,"  "  The  Morning  Light  is  Breaking,"  "  Coronation,"  and 
"  Antioch."  Choir  and  congregation  united  in  the  singing  of 
praise  to  God.  Before  the  singing  of  "  Coronation,"  tlie  closing 
piece,  at  the  suggestion  of  a  visiting  friend  of  the  parish,  a  col- 
lection was  taken  up  amounting  to  ^19.50,  which  was  applied  to 
the  Repair  Fund. 

The  general  expression  of  those  present  was  tliis  :  "  We  hav^e 
had  some  good  meetings  today,  whicli  have  been  a  htting  end- 
ing to  the  exercises  of  our  reunion  week.  We  regret  that  there 
were  not  more  of  your  people  present  to  enjoy  the  services 
with  us." 


MILITARY  HISTORY. 

Col.  Haskins,  in  his  "  Historical  Address,"  expresses  the  wish 
that  the  military  history  of  the  town  be  written  and  published 
by  some  one;  in  furtherance  of  this  idea  the  compiler  of  these 
pages  has  endeavored  to  obtain  information  with  regard  to  the 
soldiers  from  Wilmington  who  served  in  the  War  of  the  Revo- 
luLi(jn,  1812,  or  in  the  Mexican  War.  It  was  hoped  that  much 
information  could  be  gained  from  the  official  records  in  the  office 
of  the  Adjutant  General  at  Montpelier.  Tlie  following  letter, 
however,  shows  the  impossibility  of  so  doing  : 

Montpelier,  Vt.,  July  18,  A.  D.  1890. 
C.  M.  Russell,  Esq.,  Wiluiington,  Vt.: 

Sir: — In  reply  to  yours  of  the  10th,  am  obliged  to  tell  you 
that  there  are  no  records  whatever  of  the  Mexican  War.  The 
records  of  the  Wars  of  the  Revolution  and  ot  1812  are  very 
meagre,  n(jt  connected  and  very  v^lifficult  to  get  at.  If  yon  could 
give  us  the  names  of  soldiers  who  served  from  that  town,  we 
might  be  able  to  give  you  some  information  from  |jay  rolls,  but 
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it  is  quite  impossible  to  find  them  out.  Mave  been  endeavoring 
to  do  so  and  am  sorry  to  disappoint  you. 

Respeafully,  T.  S.  Peck, 

Adjutant  and  Inspe6lor  General. 

The  foUowmg  information  has  been  kindly  furnished  by  Henry 
B.  Pierce,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  in 
regard  to  the  military  service  of  Jonathan  Childs,  father  of  Adna 
B.  Childs  : 

Volume  XII.,  page  157. 
A  Roll  of  Captn.  Elisha  Jackson's  Company  who  marched 
from  Westminster  in  the  County  of  Worcester  to  Cambridge  at 
the  Alarm  of  the  19th.  April  1775  and  joined  Colo  Asa  Whit- 
combs  regt.  but  did  not  enlist  into  the  Army."  Jona.  Child 
private,  served  8^4  days. 

Volume  XVIII.,  page  214. 
"A  Muster  Roll  of  Captain  Samuel  Dexters  Militia  Company 
in  Colo  Learnards  Regiment  from  Ilardwick  New  Brantery  & 
Oakham  for  their  travil  from  and  to  home  at  one  penny  a  mile 
Roxbury  Camp  Janruy  A  D  1776."  Jonathan  Childs  of  Hard- 
wick  private. 

Volume  XX.,  page  218. 

"  A  Continantel  pay  Roll  of  Capt.  Thos  Lords  Company  in 
Col.  Job  Cushings  Regt  of  Melitia  from  the  State  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts bay  including  the  time  to  return  home."  (County  of 
Worcester.)  ("  at  ye  taking  General  Burgoyne  1777")  Jona  Childs 
private,  "  Date  of  Engagement  Sept  ist  Date  of  discharge  Novr 
30  "  served  3  months  and  5  days. 

Volume  XXVIII.,  page  136. 

"  A  List  of  the  Men  Procured  from  the  County  of  Worcester 
in  the  State  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  for  the  term  of  Nine 
Months  from  the  time  of  their  Arival  at  Fish  Kills." 
Jona  Child  Col.  Convers  regiment  Capt.  Robinson's  company. 
Age  22  height  6  feet  dark  complexion 

Volume  XXXIII.,  page  530. 

Descriptive  Roll  no  date.    Jonathn  Childs  of  Hardwick,  age 
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22,  Capt.  Robinson's  company  Col.  Convars  regiment  height  6 
feet  dark  complexion. 

Volume  XLI.,  page  350. 

"A  Muster  Roll  of  the  Men  raised  by  the  County  of  Wor- 
cester for  the  Term  of  Nine  Months  from  their  arival  at  Fish 
Kill  to  fill  the  several  Battallion  Raised  by  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  General  Court  of  the 
2oth  (April)  1778."  Jonathan  Child  private  of  Hardwick. 
Volume  XLI  I.,  page  32. 

Jonathan  Childs,  "Six  feet  high  22  years  old  Dark  Compl  " 
Inlisted  for  nine  months  after  his  arrival  at  Fish  Kill,  into  Capt. 
Denison  Robinson's  company,  Hardvvick  May  the  i6th  1778  in 
accordance  with  an  acl  of  the  General  Court  of  April  1778. 
Volume  XLV.,  page  283. 

List  of  names,  no  date.  Jona  Childs  of  Hardwick,  Capt. 
Pages  Company  mustered  for  nine  months  in  the  Continen- 
tal Army, 

Volume  XLIX.,  page  126. 
"  A  Roll  or  List  of  the  mens  Names  in  Captain  Samuel  Dex- 
ters  Company  in  Colo  Learnards  Regt.  Roxbury  Camp  Janury 
1776."    Jonathan  Child  private. 

Volume   LL,  No.  33. 
"  Capt  Bemis  Company  in  ye  Regt  of  foot  Commanded  by 
Coll  Asa  Whitcomb.     1775.  (Gun  Roll)  Jonathan  Child  private. 
Volume  LVL,  page  149. 
*'  Return  of  Capt  h^.dmund  Bemis  comp.  Col  Asa  Whitcombs 
regiment."     Jonathan  Childs  private  enlisted  at  Westminster. 
Service  equivalent  to  8  months  1775. 

The  following  has  been  furnished  by  A.  A.  Butterfield  of  Jack- 
sonville, Vt.,  it  being  a  copy  of  the  records  of  the  old  militia 
company  of  which  his  father,  E.  T.  Butterfield,  was  captain  : 

May  6,  1794.    Then  met  for  the  purpose  of  Chusing  officers 
and  Made  Choice  of  Lt.  Jona  Childs  Capt  by  a  majority  of  54^ 
Then  ]\Lide  Choice  of  luisign  Samuel  Thompson  Lt  by  a  major- 
ity of  43  then  Made  Choice  of  3rd  Sergt  Oliver  Kaston  Ensign 
by  a  majority  of  3  Then  proceeded  to  Vew  Armies  &  aquip- 
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meats  and  found  By  Examination  20  f.(uns  10  liayoncts  6  Cat- 
rage  boxs  6  Pini  wires  6  Brushes. 

May  3,  1796.  Then  met  a<.>;reeable  to  warning  for  the  purpose 
of  Vewing  Amies  and  aquipments  and  by  I^xamination  found 
26  guns  17  Bayonets  17  Catrage  box  15  l^rimingvvire  15  Brushes 
2  Napsac  After  this  we  proceeded  to  the  Choice  of  a  third  and 
fourth  Corpriels  and  Made  Choice  of  Ebnz  Kilby  3  Corpriel 
made  choice  of  Levi  Boyd  4th  CorpU  Tlien  alter  some  menu- 
vers  Dismest. 

Sept.  14,  1797.  then  met  agreeable  to  Warning  for  the  pur 
pose  of  Company  Desapline  &  hlxercised  acording  u.)  orders  and 
after  this  we  proceeded  to  the  Choice  of  a  forth  CorpU  and 
made  Choice  of  Samual  Livermore  and  then  Dismist. 

February  12,  1798.  Then  met  agreable  to  orders  for  the  pur- 
pose of  furnishing  out  those  men  required  b)'  act  of  Congress 
&  then  proceeded  to  fill  up  Vakence  in  the  C(Hii[)any  &  made 
Choice  of  Jona  Flagg  thurd  Sargt  Levi  B(jyd  forth  Sargt  &  L'a 
Lock  thurd  CorplI  John  Daviss  forth  Coi-pl,  Levi  Bo)'d  and  John 
Daviss  hunted  out  Sargt  Corpl  ;  |)rivate  James  Ball  Henery 
Chandler  Gates  Doty  Jedediah  Forster  Eiisher  Toby  Daniel 
Lincoln  Solomon  Stevens  turned  out  Vollendary  as  Minnet  men 
and  then  Desmist. 

June  4,  1799.  then  met  agreeable  to  Warning  at  9  Oclock  in 
the  morning  for  Company  Revew  and  to  Chuse  an  l^nsign  and 
other  officers  found  Wanting  in  Sd  Company  and  first  proceeded 
to  Vew  thear  arms  and  by  examination  found  35  guns  25  Bayo- 
nets 21  Cartredge  boxs  14  Priming  wires  14  Brushes  W  Wilders 
Napsack.  after  this  made  Choice  of  Sargt  Watson  Freeman  for 
their  Ensign  Enoch  VVinslovv  for  their  4  Sargt.  and  Timothy 
Flagg  for  theair  4  Corpl  and  after  some  menuvers  Desmist. 

Watson  Freeman  Ordarly  Sargt. 

July  10,  1799.  then  met  agreeable  to  warning  for  the  purpose 
of  Chuesing  Officers  and  made  choice  of  Lt.  Saml  Thompson 
Capt.  Ensign  Watson  Freeman  Lieut  and  Sergt.  Jonathan  l^agg 
Ensn  the  officers  then  appointed  Sergt  T.evi  Boyd  orderly  Sergt. 
then  chose  Samuel  Livermore  3  Sergt  &  L-a  Lock  4th  Sergt. 
James  Williams  Jr  3d  Corporal  &  Silas  Hamelton  4th  Corpl. 
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Hiram  Petty  Drummer  &  Artemus  Bill  Filer  and  after  taking 
some  Refreshments  Desmist  without  day. 

Levi  Boyd  Orderly  Sergt. 

Oct  the  1st,  1799.  Then  met  agreeable  to  warning  at  nine 
Oclock  in  the  morning  and  attended  to  some  manuvers  then  we 
voted  that  the  Drumers  and  fifers  Suld  find  their  own  Drums  and 
fifes  and  then  Dismisd.  Levi  Boyd  Orderly  Sergt. 

June  3,  1800.  Then  met  agreeable  to  Warning  at  nine  Oclock 
in  the  morning  for  the  purpose  of  a  Company  Revew  of  arms 
and  by  a  careful  examination  found  36  gims  27  l^ayonets  27 
Belts  63  flints  3  Priming  wires  30  Brushes  28  Cartredg  Boxs,  31 
Napsacks  After  ,  this  we  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  fourth 
Corporel  and  made  choice  of  John  Dix  fourth  Corporl  then  after 
some  manoevers  Dismist. 

Atest  Levi  Boyd  Orderly  Sergt. 

Augut  4,  I  800.  then  met  agreeable  to  Warning  at  one  oclock 
in  the  afternoon  to  ele6l  officers  and  Made  Choice  of  Lieut  Wat- 
son b'reeman  Capt.  and  Sergt  Levi  Bo)'d  Lieut,  and  Sergt  P^noch 
Winslow  PLnsign.  the  officers  appointed  Sergt.  Samuel  Livermore 
Orderly  Sergt.  then  chose  Timothy  Plagg  3d  Sergt.  and  Meli- 
tiah  Ware  4th  Sergt  then  chose  Philow  Castle  4th  Corporel  then 
cliose  Isah  Davis  Drummer  and  Kzrn  Long  fifer  and  after  taking 
some  refreshments  Dismest.  Atest. 

Sept  17,  1800.  Then  met  agreeable  to  the  above  Mentioned 
Warning  and  after  the  Company  was  Paraded  and  the  Roll 
C'dld  we  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  4th  Corpl  And  Made 
Choice  of  James  Boyd  we  then  finished  the  day  according  to 
orders  from  Capt  Freeman. 

Attest  Same  Livermori.  Orderly  Sergt. 

[There  is  now  on  the  roll — officers,  3  ;  Sergts.,  4  ;  Corpls.,  4  ; 
Drummers,  3  ;  Fifers,  3;  Privates,  58.  There  appeared  at  this 
training,  officers,  3  ;  Sergts.,  4;  Corpls.,  4;  Drummers,  3;  P^ifers, 
2  ;  Privates,  41.] 

Sept.  23,  1800.  Then  Met  agreeable  to  the  above  mentioned 
order  on  the  Regimental  Parade  in  Marlboro  and  by  calling  the 
Roll  we  found  that  appeared  to  do  duty  1  Capt  1  Lieut.  1  luisign 
4  Sergt  3  Corpl.  3  Drumers  1    P'ifer  &  32  Privates.     We  then 
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went  forward  in  the  Regiment  Past  the  Review  preformed  a  few 
Menoevers  by  order  of  Col  Bullock  drawed  our  Rum  and  were 
Dismist.  Attest  Saml  Livermore  Orderly  Sergt. 

[Tisdale  Winslow  was  chosen  Lieutenant  March  1 8,  1801.] 
June  I,  1802.  Then  Met  agreeable  to  orders  for  the  purpose 
of  Viewing  amies  and  aquipments  and  by  examination  found  3 
Swoards,  3  Espoon  68  guns  50  Bayonet  34  Bayonet  belts,  50 
flints  48  Priming  wire  49  Brushes  46  Cartradge  box.  after  this 
the  officers  Md  Choice  of  Timothy  Flagg  for  their  orderly  Sergt. 
Meletiah  Wares  for  their  second  Sergt.  then  Made  Choice  of 
John  Dix  3  Sergt  Philoe  Castle  4  Sergt  P>,ra  Long  2  Corpl  Danl 
Buel  3  Corpl  Noah  Arms  4  Corpl  then  after  some  menavcrs 
Dismist. 

Sept.  13,  1802.  Then  met  at  the  Company  Parade  at  the 
Meeting  house  in  Wilmington  under  the  Command  of  Ensign 
Enoch  Winslow  Convd  for  the  purpose  of  l^le6ling  A  Capt  and 
Lieut  and  Macie  Choice  of  Ensi  P2noch  Winslow  Capt.  Sergt 
Timothy  Flagg  Lieut  Sergt  Meletiah  L.  Ware  luisn  and  then  the 
officers  Made  Choice  of  Sergt  John  Dix  to  serve  as  their  Orderly 
Sergent  then  Desmised. 

June  7,  1803.  Then  Met  at  the  Comp  Parade  for  A  revew  of 
arms  and  Equipments  and  by  A  Careful  P'.xamination  found  3 
Swords  3  l^spontoons  60  guns  52  Bayonets  40  Bant  Belts  96 
Flints  53  Priming  wares  53  Brushes  46  Cartrage  Boxes,  there  is 
now  on  the  Roll  3  Committioned  officers  i  ord  Sergt  3  Sergts 
4  Corpls  3  Drums  5  P'ifers  91  Privates. 

John  Dix  Orderly  Sergent. 

Taken  by  Captain  Winslow  of  Such  Delinqunts  as  appeared 
without  being  arquiped  according  to  Law,  on  Tuesday  the  7th 
dy  of  June  1803  that  belong  to  the  Standing  Militia  in  Wilming- 
ton, A  Fine  according  to  the  following  statement 

From  Corpl  Longs  Action  32  cents  for  appearng  without  a 
Bayonet  Belt  &  Cartrage  box  &  flints  From  Sergt  Philow  Castle 
24  cents  Taken  from  Samuel  Ball  16  cents  for  the  Amerct^icnt 
of  Two  articles  viz  A  Bayonet  &  Belt.  P^rom  John  Cummings 
16  cents  for  the  Amercement  of  a  Belt  &  Mint 

From  Samuel  Dix  8  Cents  for  a  Belt  From  Solomon  Ewen  16 
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Cents  for  appearing  without  a  Bayonet  &  Belt.  From  Nahan 
Forster  Jr  24  Cents  for  appearing  without  a  Bayonet  Belt  & 
Flints  From  Daniel  Lincoln  40  Cents  for  appearing  without  any 
article  but  A  poor  Gun.  From  John  Laurence  24  Cents  for 
appearing  with  A  Bayonet  Belt  and  Catradge  Box  From  Oliver 
Morgan  8  Cents  for  appearing  without  a  Catredge  box.  From 
Roswold  Nettleton  16  Cents  for  appearing  without  A  Belt  and 
Catradge  box.  From  David  Rugg  24  Cents  for  appearing  with- 
out a  Bayonet  Belt  and  Catradge  Box  Abner  Spencer  was  amerced 
in  16  Cents  for  appearing  without  A  Bayonet  &  Belt  Simeon 
Tyler  24  Cents  for  appearing  without  a  Belt  Priming  ware  & 
Brush  ane  Catredge  bx  Wm  Titus  8  Cents  for  appearing  without 
A  Catredge  box  Ariel  Ware  in  24  Cents  for  appearing  without 
Belt  Flint  and  Caredge  box.  John  Dix  Orderly  Sergt. 

Jepththa  Lyman  was  Amerced  in  A  Fine  of  16  Cents  for 
appearing  without  A  Bayonet  Belt  and  Cartrage  box. 

Wilmington,  June  7,  1803. 

June  5,  1804.    Fli  Crosby  Daniel  Lincoln  Perious  Lincoln 
Abner  Spencer  Charles  Wait  Fined. 

Wilmington,  May  31,1  804.  Then  met  at  Landlord  Spiers  in 
said  town  those  persons  who  are  Complaining  to  be  inspe6led  by 
and  receive  Cirtificates  from  under  the  hand  of  Benjgmin  Mor- 
gan Surgeon  and  Samuel  Richardson  S  Mate  viz  John  Bates, 
Leonard  Dix,  Moses  Daviess,  Moses  Tyler,  Thomas  P^ox,  l^ar- 
neybas  Plastings,  Wm  Morgan,  Roswell  Nettleton,  Benevolent 
Stevens,  Certifying  that  those  persons  herein  discribed  are  unable 
to  do  Melitary  Duty  for  this  present  year. 

Attest  John  Dix  Orderly  Sergt. 

July  10,  1805.  Meletiah  Wareele6led  Lieut.  John  Dix  elected 
Ensign  Philo  Castle  appointed  orderly  Sergt  Samuel  Dix  chose 
3d  Corp  James  Corse  chose  4  Corp 

June  4,  1805     Thomas  Cutler  Jr  4th  Sergt  Winslow  Bruce 
4  Corpl 

Aug.  27,  1805.    First  called  Infantry.  Meletiah  Ware  elected^ 
Capt  John  Dix  elected  Lieut  Elijah  AUis  ele6led  Ensign  Silas 
Axtell  ele6led  4  corp 
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June  3,  1806.  Chose  James  F^orster  and  l^^.phraim  Titus  Drum- 
mers Chose  Abijah  Petty  and  Jonas  Choten  I'^ifers. 

()et.  7,  I S06.  Chose  Samuel  l)ix  4th  Ser^t.  Joel  Bartlett  3 
corpl  J^enjamin  Idarcwell  4  eorpl 

June  2,  I007.  Chose  John  Dix  Capt  Pllijah  Allis  Lieut 
Thomas  Cutler  Ensign  Silas  Axtel  4th  Se^^t  Ethan  Smith  3  Corp 
Julius  Avoield  4  Corp 

June  15,  1807.    Obed  Dickinson  Fifer 

April  27,  1808.  Silas  Axtel  Ensi<^ni  Joel  Bartlett  3  Seri^t 
Ethan  Smith  4  Sergt  David  Witt  1  Corpl  Eucius  FEiskell  2  Corpl 
Russell  Morgan  3  Corpl  Jonth  I'emple  4  Cor[)l  John  Danforth 
Drummer 

June  7,  1808.    David  Witt  4  Sergt  Oziah  Smead  4  Corp 
February  9,  1809.    then  drafted  those  men  that  are  herein 
mentioned  Ethan  Smith  Serg.    Privates  Elijah  Allen  John  Bagg 
Moses  Hill  Silas  Petty  David  Rug  Josiah  Stearnes  Charley  Shel- 
don James  Smith  Jr  Arial  Ware  Jonathan  Plaskins  Jr 
June  12,  1809.    Chose  Jonathan  bassett  4  corp 
Aug.  24,  1809.    Chose  Silas  Axdil  Capt  John  Bages  luisn 
Lucus  Hurkel  4  Sergt  Ozias  Dix  4  Corp 

Oct.  3,  1809.     Russel  Morgan  4  Sergt  James  G  Elervod  4  Corp 

July  5,  181  I.  Next  meeting  Chose  Joel  Bartlett  P>nsign  Ozias 
Dix  2  Sergt  Thomas  Wilson  4  Sergt  Erastus  Write  3  Corp 
Spencer  Alvord  4  Corp 

June  I,  I  81  3.  Chose  Erastus  Wright  4  Sergt  Plina  Shadock 
2  corp  Moses  C.  Curnmings  3  corp  James  Smith  4  corp 

June  7  1814.  Chose  Levi  N.  Goode  3  Sergt  Origen  Packard 
4  Sergt  Moses  Mastings  Jr  3  Corp  Lewis  Cutting  4  Corp 

Wilmington,  Feb.  9,  1815.  Then  met  agreeable  to  order  fm 
Cap  Silas  axdell  and  the  aquipments  were  examined  and  were 
commanded  to  hold  ourselves  rediness  march  at  a  moments 
warning  and  were  dismist. 

Attest  Thomas  Wilson  Ordly  Serg. 
Chose  Thomas  Haskell  4  Corp 

June  6,  181  5.  Chose  Thomas  Wilson  Lieut.  Levi  P  Good- 
ale  I^nsgn  Moses  Hastings  &  Thomas  Haskell  Serg  Levi  Lamb 
David  Winslow  Daniel  Dix  Lester  Ray  corps 
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Oct.  3,  1815.  Chose  Lieut  Thomas  Wilson  captriin  Ensign 
Levi  P.  Goodale  Lieut  Joab  Young  Ensign  Corpriel  Daniel  Dix 
Serg.    Zerah  Barrows  Corpriel 

June  4,  I  816.  Chose  Sergt  Origen  Packard  Plnsign  Cop  David 
Winslow  2d  Sergt  Solomon  H.  Hill  Homer  Swift  corpl. 

June  3,  1 81 7.  Chose  Zerah  Barrows  Sergt  Asapli  Parmele 
Stephen  Forbes  copl. 

Oct.  7,  1 81 7.  Chose  Sergt  Thomas  Haskell  pjisign  Otis 
Alvord  Sergt  Manning  Boyd  Horatio  Flagg  corpl 

June  2,  I  81  8.    Chose  Corpl  Stephen  Forbes  Segt 

attest  Daniel  Dl\  Orderly  Sergeant. 

July  6,  1 81 8.  Chose  Lieut  Levi  P.  Cioodale  Capt  luisign 
Thomas  Haskell  Lieut  Serj  Daniel  Dix  l^nsgn  Manning  Bo)'d  4 
Scrj  John  S.  Flagg  John  Averil  cops 

Sept.  17,  1 818.  Corp  John  S.  Flagg  4  Seg  Alanson  Ray 
corporal  . 

Feb.  28,  1820.  Chose  Lieut  Thomas  Haskell  capt.  PLnsgn 
Daniel  Dix  Lieut  Segt  Zerah  Barrows  luisign  Corporal  Samuel 
Crosby  Segt 

June  6,  1820.  Chose  George  P"ox  3  copl  Senacha  Swift  4 
corpl  June  5,  Harvy  W  White  3d  corp 

Sept  21,  1 82 1.  Chose  Zerah  Barrows  Lent  James  M  Boyd 
Ensign  Senecha  Swift  4  Sergt  Jestus  Dix  3  corpl  Sylvester  Smth 
4  corpl 

May  16,  1822.  Chose  Philo  Castle  Capt  by  a  hndsome  major- 
ity after  4  trials. 

Sept.  30,  1822.  Chose  Rufus  Stearns  2d  corpl  Andrew  Hunt 
3d  corpl  Horace  Fox  4  corpl 

1823,  Jund  3rd.  This  day  met  agreeable  to  orders  for  review 
and  enspection  on  the  old  parade  ground  &  also  for  the  purpose 
of  elefting  a  Lieu — and  filling  all  other  vacancies  and  after  con- 
siderable trouble  made  choyce  of  PLnsgn  James  M  Boyd  Lieu  & 
Sargent  S  Crosbee  ensign  &  Harvey  W  White  fth  Seg.  &  Waters 
(jillctt  forth  corpl 

Attest  Samuel  Crosiuce  Orderl)-  Serg. 
October  6th,  1823.    Then  met  according  to  Warning  at  nine 
oclock  A.  M.  and  proceeded  vacancies  in  the  board  of  non  com 
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missioned  officers  ist  Chose  Riifus  Stearns  4th  Sargeant  2d 
Chose  Enoch  liaskens  third  orporal,  also  Cliose  Antliony 
Stetson  loLirth  Corporal.  Idien  proceded  to  Maiuevre  But  ( )h  ! 
0  tciiiporL'  O  Mores  What  a  combination  of  Hob^^obhns  Snakes 
toads  &  dung  worms  The  luisign  utters  his  ignorent  designs  & 
the  soldiers  cry  we  are  turned  wrong  side  out — Thus  after  many 
fcoble  and  fruitless  efforts  concluded  for  the  present  to  call  it  an 
unprofitable  Job.  and  warned  them  to  api)ear  on  the  same  ground 
on  the  fourteenth  instant  at  twelve  oclock  at  noon — the  company 
were  then  dismissed  and  staggard  from  the  ground. 

John  S.  h'^LAGc;  Orderly  Serg. 

[Some  one  has  interlined  before  tlie  word  "  staggard  "  the  word 
"  I."    A.  A.  B.] 

.October  14,  1823.  Met  according  to  Warning  and  passed 
through  some  manouvers  with  a  considerable  design  of  decency 
and  regularity.     Were  regaled  with  cherry  and  desmissed 

John  S  Flac^g  Orderly  Serg. 

Wilmington,  June  i,  1824.  Met  according  to  orders  from 
Cai)t  Philo  Castle  on  the  Usual  l^irade  ground  near  the  Meet- 
ing house  for  an  anual  review  and  J  )icipline  reviewed.  Dismissed 
and  went  to  Capt  Benjamin  I^anneles  took  Dinner — 3  oclock 
called  the  company  together  again  and  proceeded  to  make  Choice 
of  two  Seargents  made  choice  of  Corpl  Enoch  liaskens  as  third 
Seargeant  and  Justus  Dix  as  fourth  Seargant  with  fuss  and  jan- 
gle then  Dismised  till  Sept  next  for  aught  I  know  or  care. 

Attest  Skneca  Swift  Orderly  Serj. 

Wilmington,  Sei)t.  25,  1824.  By  order  of  Ca|)t  Bhilo  Castle 
the  Company  met  this  day  at  d  imothy  Wilcox 

Oct.  i,  1824.  l^y  order  of  Cajjt  Bhilo  Castle  the  company 
met  this  day  on  the  usual  parade  near  the  old  (aospel  Shop  at 
twelve  oclock  at  noon.  Paraded  Called  the  Roll  Manuvered  A 
spell  and  then  proceeded  to  Make  Choice  of  four  corporals  Made 
choice  of  William  Titus  Junr  1st  William  l^^aston  2d  Ponft'oy 
Allis  3d  James  Ball  fourth  corporal  then  T^ismissed  Made  Choice 
of  Sylvester  Smith  4th  Sergent  at  same  time 

Attest  Seneca  Swift  O.  Serj. 
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Oct.  6,  1824.  Met  at  Capt  Salmon  Hunts  in  Halifax  at  six 
oclock  in  the  morning  for  Regimental  Review  and  inspection, 
found  the  equipments  Better  than  they  were  in  June,  it  rained  as 
if  tliey  had  A  fresh  hand  hold  of  the  sieve.  Dismissed  by  four 
oclock  and  cleared  out  Attest  Sknkca  Swift  O.  Serj. 

Per  order  of  the  general  for  the  purpose  of  Making  A  Lieu- 
tenant Made  choice  of  Ensign  Samuel  Crosbee  Lieut  &  Serg 
Seneca  Swift  luisign  &  l^noch  Burt  fourth  Sergeant  Stimulated 
cherry  &  Dismissed  &  appointed  Rufus  Stearns  Ordl.  Sergeant 
&  qualified  him  as  such.  Also  read  an  order  from  the  Colol. 
to  meet  at  Timothy  W^ilcox's  the  29th  da}-  of  present  Month  for 
i^attaiion  ILxercises. 

Sept.  20,  1825.  Seneca  Swift  Ordl. 

Sept.  21,  1825.  Then  met  at  nine  ochjck  in  the  morning 
agreeable  to  warning  for  the  purpose  ui  com{)any  exercise. 
Rufus  (jreen  Spencer  Alvord  Henry  Msterbrooks  and  Samuel 
Presson  volunteered  their  service  as  Corporels  and  were  excei)ted 
as  such  by  the  commissioned  oflicers  Also  appointed  William 
luison  as  their  fifth  Sergant  Attest  Rliit:.s  Sear.-?  O  Seg. 

May  15,  1826.  Chose  Samuel  Crosbee  Corpl  Seneca  Swift 
Lieut  Stephen  P.  Plagg  Paisign  Justus  Dix  first  Seg.  Samuel  W. 
Knap  secnd  Seg.  Lachus  Timpson  first  corp  Justin  Morgan 
secnd  corpl 

Sept.  9,  1 828.  Chose  Wm  Stearns  3  Sergt  Snow  Brown  4  Sergt 
C.  Nelson  A  Boyd  C  Ball  Warner  Bowker  Corporals 

PVb.  18,  1829.  Chose  JusLus  Dix  luisign  Chester  Nelson  4 
Sjcg  Benjamm  Ray  4  corp  John  Uphm  Ord  Segt. 

Sept.  17,  1829.  Chose  Seneca  Swift  Copl.  J  Dix  Lieut  J  Up- 
huni  PLnsign  William  Steans  Snow  Brown  Chester  Nelson  Abra- 
ham Boyd  orderly  vSegts  Warren  Bowker  Benj  R<iy  Isaac  Lincoln 
2d  Horris  Rugg  Corp. 

March  27,  1830.  Chose  Justus  H  Dix  Capt.  Samuel  Stanley 
Lieut  Jonas  Liscom  4  Serj.  Horace  Stearns  3  Corp  George  C 
Wilder  4  Corp 

June  7,  1831.  Chose  George  C  Wilder  2d  Serg  Wari  en  Bow- 
ker 3  Serg  Timothy  Ferrel  4  Serg  Gardner  C  Miller  i  cop  Tru- 
man Moore  2d  cop  Abraham  Bold  3  cop  Schuyler  Ware  4  cop 
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Oct.  29,  1831.    Chose  George  C  Wilder  Ensign 

March  18,  1832.  Cliose  Sami  G.  Stanley  Capt.  George  C 
Wilder  Lieut.  Heman  Boyd  Ensign. 

[Alfred  Titus  appears  to  be  Lieutenant  but  how  he  got  there 
does  not  appear.    A.  A.  B.] 

March  15,  1833.  Chose  Heman  Boyd  Capt  Alfred  Titus  2d 
Lent  John  E  Eield  Serj  John  Eerrell  3  corpl  Newland  Deneson 
4  corpl. 

[Elias  Keith  appears  to  be  Orderly  Sergeant.] 

June  5,  1833.  Chose  Alfred  Titus  ist  Lieut  John  W  Eerrell 
2d  Lieut  W  M  Mitchell  2  Serg  Arvnie  Boyd  3d  Serg  Bencill 
Boyd  4  Serg  Merandus  Rugg  ist  corp  Harlow  Boyd  2  corp 

[I  have  seen  further  minutes  somewhere  but  what  has  become 
of  them  I  do  not  know.    I  find  this  however.    A.  A.  J^.] 

Wilmington,  Oct.  10,  1838.  Then  Met  at  Mill  Hollow  and 
Made  Choice  of  S.  E.  Harris  Capt  and  he  declined  Serving  but 
the  Gen.  Made  him  accept  of  his  Commission  and  then  discharged 
him.  Chose  Geo.  Hubbard  1st  Lieut  and  Ezra  T.  Ikitterheld 
2d  Lieut. 

June,  1840.  Ezra  T.  Butterfield  was  Capt.  Geo  C.  Hubbard 
was  1st  Lieut  Pliilo  Castle  2nd  was  2nd  Lieut.  Lorenzo  Childs 
Orderly  Sergt. 

[Perhaps  I  could  give  the  whole  company  at  or  about  that 
time.   It  was  then  the  first  Battallion  Company,  27th  Regiment.] 

The  War  of  the  Rebellion. 

Roman  history  recounts  the  fa6l  that  when  Cincinnatus  was 
laboring  in  the  field  he  heard  the  call  of  his  empire  for  his  ser- 
vices, and  leaving  his  plow  to  rust  in  the  furrow,  he  hastened  to 
obey  the  demand  made  upon  him. 

But  what  was  true  of  that  one  Roman  was  true  of  thousands 
and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  the  patriotic  men  who  filled  the 
ranks  of  the  Union  Army  in  the  days  of  '61 -'65. 

Today  we  are  borne  back  in  memory  to  that  April  morn  \vlien 
the  sudden  roar  of  cannon  came  rolling  up  from  the  South  and 
the  call  to  arms  rang  through  the  land.  Nearly  one  third  of  a 
century  has  elapsed  and  the  babe  of  that  day  is  now  the  matured 
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man  or  woman.  Yet  we  remember,  as  though  it  were  but  yes- 
terday, the  thrilling  scenes  which  transpired  when  the  civil  war 
broke  forth.  Remember  !  No  one  who  lived  at  that  time  can  ever 
forget  those  days  for  the  world  has  never  seen  a  parallel  to  that 
patriotic  uprising.  There  was  no  community,  however  remote, 
that  did  not  feel  the  waves  of  the  rising  storm  ;  no  individual 
that  was  not  moved  by  the  commotion  of  its  sounding  depth. 

Old  cradles  of  liberty  rocked  again  with  the  eloquence  of  sons 
on  whom  the  fathers'  mantle  had  fallen ;  the  souls  of  the  ancient 
dead  seemed  to  be  awakened  from  their  honored  resting  places 
and  the  spirits  of  ancestral  worthies  walked  among  the  people. 
The  streets  of  towns  and  cities  echoed  to  the  tramp  of  marching 
soldiers.  Flags  flashed  upon  the  breeze,  swinging  out  from 
lofty  masts  and  steeples  while  their  stars  glowed  anew  from  the 
azure  in  which  they  floated. 

A  common  impulse  welds  all  hearts  ;  a  common  cause  levels 
all  ranks.  Frost  of  age  and  bloom  of  youth  march  side  by  side. 
Farewells  are  waved  from  curtained  window  and  cottage  door, 
unuttered  blessings  tremble  on  blanched  lips  as  brave  men  break 
from  womanly  arms.  Mothers,  wives,  sisters,  daughters,  look 
through  tearful  eyes  until  dear  ones  are  out  of  sight. 

It  was  a  freemen's  rally  and  its  floating  banners  bore  one  sen- 
timent, "  The  Republic  shall  never  be  destroyed  by  the  hands  of 
traitors."  It  was  left  for  the  American  citizen  soldier  to  proclaim, 
and  for  a  watching  world  to  bear  witness,  that  the  grandest 
armies  that  ever  rallied  around  a  standard  marched  out  under 
an  American  sky,  upon  American  soil,  not  for  lucre  or  for  lust 
of  power,  but  for  liberty;  not  to  subjugate  Americans,  but  to 
unfetter  Americans  ;  not  for  fame,  but  for  freedom  ;  not  for  con- 
quest, but  for  union  and  the  eternal  rights  of  man. 

No  warriors  of  ancient  fame  more  heroic  than  these.  Sing  if 
you  will  of  Spartan  heroism,  of  the  heroes  of  Leonidas,  or  of  a 
Curtius  who  plunged  into  the  chasm  to  show  his  love  for  his 
country  ;  no  self  sacrifice  has  the  world  ever  shown  greater  than 
that  exhibited  by  those  who  faced  flaming  death  for  their  beloved 
land.  Unworthy  are  we,  upon  wliom  the  sun  of  peace  and 
prosperity  now  shines,  and  over  whom  now  floats  the  glorious 
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flag  of  this  great  free  country,  of  the  names  of  true  citizens  if 
we  fail  to  honor  the  men  who  made  possible  our  greatness  and 
our  freedom. 

Vermont  was  not  slow  to  feel  the  generous  enthusiasm  of  the 
hour  and  to  take  her  part  in  the  struggle.  The  love  of  moun- 
taineers for  liberty  has  often  been  celebrated,  has  been  witnessed 
to  in  many  a  bloody  conBi6l  of  the  old  world.  It  si)oke  out 
again  in  the  rally  in  behalf  of  that  precious  Union,  to  which 
Vermont,  though  tardily  admitted  a  hundred  years  ago,  has 
always  been  devotedly  attached. 

With  a  grand  list  as  a  basis  of  taxation  in  i85i  of  ;;;970,690, 
a  population  of  315,116,  and  an,  enrolled  militia  of  36,680,  the 
State  furnished  34,238  men  at  an  expense  of  $9,087,353.40,  or 
more  than  nine  hundred  cents  upon  each  dollar  of  the  grand 
list.  We  do  not  mention  these  facts  boastfully,  but  (jf  such  a 
record  every  person  identified  with  the  State  oi  Vermont  has 
reason  to  be  proud. 

On  Saturday,  April  13th,  1861,  the  intelligence  reached  Wil- 
mington that  Fort  Sumter  had  been  fired  upon  in  Charleston 
Harbor;  then  it  was  that  our  town,  like  all  towns  and  cities 
throughout  the  loyal  North,  was  moved  with  excitement  the 
most  intense.  Each  day  of  the  succeeding  week  brought  addi- 
tional news  and' every  other  subjeft  sank  into  insignificence  in 
contemplation  of  the  impending  conBicT  Saturday  evening, 
April  20th,  brought  an  account  of  the  mobl)ing  of  the  Sixth 
Massachusetts  in  their  [passage  through  Hakimore  and  at  once  a 
notice  was  given  that  a  public  meeting  would  be  held  at  the 
Town  Hall  on  Monday  evening  (22nd).  The  Hall  was  crowded 
with  excited  people  and  many  patriotic  speeches  were  made  and 
only  one  thought,  one  sentiment  filled  every  mind. 

A  second  meeting  was  held  on  Monday  evening,  April  29th, 
and  the  Hall  was  filled  as  before  and,  perhaps,  its  walls  never  rang 
to  more  eloquent  and  impassioned  words  than  on  that  occasion.  . 
There  were  no  party  lines,  no  creeds,  no  isms.  Personal  li^es 
and  dislikes,  petty  jealousies  ami  animosities  were  torgotten  and 
the  mighty  question  of  the  hour  was  the  one  engaging  theme. 
Upon  motion  of  Rufus  G.  Bowker  books  were  opened  for  enlist- 
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mcnts  and  some  eight  or  ten  names  were  subscribed  ;  but  it  was 
thought  best  to  await  the  a6lion  of  the  Legislature  wliich  had 
been  convened  upon  the  25th  b)^  Governor  l^\airbanks  and  it  was 
held  that  the  enhstments  made  at  this  time  were  not  binding  ; 
but  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  those  who  placed  their  names  on  the 
roll  that  evening  subsequently  became  soldiers  in  the  Union 
Army.  Meanwhile  the  Legislature  had  adjourned,  having  passed 
an  acl  authorizing  the  organization  and  equipment  of  seven  regi- 
ments, giving  to  each  private  $y  per  month  in  addition  to  the 
offered  by  the  Goverment  and  appropriating  31,000,000  for  war 
expenses. 

FLAG  RAISING. 

On  Saturday  afternoon,  May  4th,  two  beautiful  Hags  made  by 
the  patriotic  ladies  of  the  town  were  unfurled  to  the  breeze  in 
the  \qllage — one  suspended  across  West  Mdin  Street  from  the 
Ik)tel,  and  the  other  from  the  steeple  of  the  Methodist  Church 
to  a  lofty  mast  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street.  Hearty  cheers 
were  given  by  the  hundreds  who  had  assembled  and  short 
speeches,  abounding  in  words  of  patriotic  ardt)r  and  de\'Otion, 
were  pronounced,  the  exercises  being  enlivened  by  the  singing 
of  "  The  Star  Spangled  Banner,"  "  The  Red,  White  and  Blue," 
and  other  national  songs. 

TOW^\  MEETIN(.iS. 

Pursuant  to  notice,  a  Town  Meeting  was  held  upon  May  13th, 
lcS6i,  ■'  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  money  for  the  pur- 
pose ol  encouraging  patriotic  citizens  to  enroll  their  nanies  as 
\  olunteers  in  defence  of  tlieir  Countr)-  and  Mag.  /Vlso  for  the 
purpose  of  supporting  the  tanailies  of  such  persons  during  their 
absence  in  the  defence  of  their  Country."  At  this  meeting  Ashley 
Stone  was  chosen  Moderator  and  it  was  \  oted  "  to  authorize  the 
Sele6lmen  to  borrow^  in  their  discretion  a  sum  of  money  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  dollars  to  be  ap{jroi)riated  to  the  pur- 
poses contem}3lated  in  the  warning  as  their  judgment  ma)' 
dictate." 

On  August  25th,  1862,  it  was  \  otcd  "  tliat  the  town  pay  from 
its  treasury  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  as  a  bounty  to,  or 
for  the  benefit  of  each  volunteer  who  has  heretofore,  or  may 
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hereafter  enlist  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  from 
this  town  for  the  period  of  at  least  nine  months,  and  who  shall 
be  accepted  and  a6lually  serve  during  the  period  of  his  enlist- 
ment, or  until  his  decease,  or  he  be  honorably  discharged  by 
reason  of  ill  health  or  wounds  received  in  the  service." 

It  would  be  most  interesting  to  trace  in  detail  the  action  of 
the  town  at  the  numerous  meetings  held  during  the  four  event- 
ful years,  i86i-'65,  and  to  compute  approximately  the  sum  of 
money  expended  by  the  town,  dire6lly  or  indirectly,  in  recom- 
pensing her  soldiers,  in  hiring  substitutes  and  other  war  expenses 
but  it  seems  best  to  omit  much  in  this  article  which  I  trust  will 
be  included  in  a  full  and  complete  military  history  of  the  town 
which,  let  us  hope  will  be  hereafter  written.  Suffice  it  to  say 
the  policy  of  the  town  from  first  to  last  was  just,  liberal,  and 
patriotic  and  we  have  yet  to  learn  of  a  single  instance  of  com- 
plaint or  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  any  soldier  who  entered 
the  army  from  this  town. 

Herewith  we  present  the  names  of  those  who  enlisted  from 
Wilmington,  together  with  all  the  information  obtainable,  and 
also  the  names  of  those  who  ever  were,  or  are  at  the  present 
time  residents  of  the  town,  enlisting  elsewhere : 


Co.  C,  2D  Vt.  Vols  

Names.  Residence.  Remarks. 

Fay  L.  Bowker   Brattleboro,  Vt  

Martin  L.  Fox   Whitingham,  Vt. . .  . 

George  A.  Rice  K'd  at  Fredericks- 
burg, May  3,  1863. 

Waldo  D.  Russell...  Fitchburg,  Mass. . .  . 

Co.  A,  2D  Vt.  Vols  

Leander  E.  Shippee  Dead. 

James  H.  Shippee.  .  .  .  Unknown  

Andrew  J.  Vorce  K'd  at  the  Wilder- 
ness, May  5,  1864. 

Brainard  F.  Childs. .  .  Arkansas  City,  Kan. 

(Band)   

3RD  Vt.  Vols  

William  H.  Brown...  Unknown  
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Oliver  Davis   Died  w'ds  June  26, 

4TH  Vt.  Vols   1864. 

Co.  1.   

Albert  A.  Allard  (Lt.) .  Unknown  

Charles  S.  Bowker  Died  Dec.  23,  1879. 

Amasa  W.  Burt,  Jr...  Unknown  

George  C.  Cooley.  .  . .  Readsboro,  Vt  

Charles  W.  Cummings  Unknown  

Leonard  N.  Cummings  Dead. 

David  J.  Dibble  K'd  at  Lee's  Mills, 

April  16,  1862. 

Henry  O.  Estabrook   Died  July  29,  1 862. 

Joseph  M.  Edson  Died  at  Brattleboro, 

1888. 

John  H.  Farnum   Died  Jan.  1,  1862. 

George  W.  French.  .  .  Unknown  

George  H.  Grimes  Died  in  Searsburg, 

Aug.  28,1862. 

Milton  C.  Handy  Died  Feb.  15,  1862. 

Frank  A.  Howell.  .  .  .  Unknown  

Chas.  P.  Leonard  (G.)-  Unknown  

William  R.  Matthews  Unknown  

Stephen  H.  Nelson   .  Sup'd  to  have  died 

in  Andersonvillc. 

William  H.  Peck.  .  .  .  Unknown  

AIkiz  p.  Pike  Jacksonville,  Vt. .  .  . 

Andrew  J.  Pike  .  .  Bennington,  Vt  

Otis  H.  Pike   Whitingham,  Vt  

Michael  Powers   Unknown  

Henry  D.  Searles  Died  in  the  service. 

John  H.  Tooley  Shelburne  P'alls,  Ms. 

Charles  Willis   Dead. 

5TH  Vt.  Vols  

Co.  G.    ^ 

l^>ancis  E.  J.  Clifford.  Unknown  

/TH  Vt.  Vols  

Co.  E.   
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John  S.  Stanley  Wilmington  Enl'd  Dover.  En'd 

previously  Water- 
town,  Ms.,  Co.  K, 
5th  Mass.  Vols. 

John  Q.  Strickland. .  .  Supposed  to  be  dead.  Enlisted  Dover. 
8th  Vt.  Vols  

Julius  Bordo  (F.).  .  .  .  Unknown  

Jacob  Clapper  (F.).     .  Unknown   

Asa  E.  Converse  (E.).  Dover,  Vt  

Henry  Church  (I.)---  Wilmington,  Vt....  Enlisted  Newfane. 

Arthur  C.  Davis  (H.)  Dead. 

Joseph  Z.  Deo  (F.). .  .  Unknown  

Geo.  F.  Dodge  (F.).  .  .  Northboro,  Mass..  . 

Chas.  F.  Fox  (F.)   .  Died  Apr.  16,  1876. 

Solomon  Gates  (I.).  .  :  Wilmington,  Vt..  .  . 

Miron  Gray  (I.)   Unknown  

Newell  F.  Haynes  (H.)  Dead. 

Lewis  H.  Lamb  (H.)   Died  Oct.  22,  1864 

w'ds  rec'd  at  Cedar 
Creek,  Oct.  19. 

Thos.  Richardson  (L) .  Unknown  

William  II.  Smith,..  Chicago,  111  Enl'd  Townshend. 

Capt.  (F.)   

Lucius  Y.  Swan  (F.)  Dead. 

J.  Henry  Stowe  (H.).  -  Wilmington,  Vt..  .  . 

Timothy  Sullivan  (I.).  Unknown  

Chandler  F.  Wellman  Wilmington,  Vt.... 

(i^-)  -  

Stephen  M.  White  (F.)  Unknown  

QTH  Vt.  Vols  

Lucius  C.  Adams  (H.)  Unknown  

Geo.  Crawford  (E.).  .  .  Unknown  

Geo.  A.  Coburn  (F.).  .  Unknown  

Luther  Flanders  (E.).  Unknown  

John  W.  Ingerson  (E.)  Unknown   

Warren  W.  Mann  (K.)   Died  Feb.  1886. 

Cyrus  Partridge  (F.)   Died  Dec.  9,  1862. 
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Cyron  O.  Rice  (K.)  Died  at  Wilmington 

Stephen  B.  W«ing  (E.).  Unknown   [Mar.  20,  1 864. 

1 1 TH  Vt.  Vols.    

Co.  E.   

F.  H.  Aldrich   Wilmington,  Vt  Enl'd  Whitingham. 

J.  M.  Bassett   Wilmington,  Vt  

Nelson  Bellows.  Dover,  Vt  

Daniel  F,  Cutting.  Northampton,  Mass. 

Lysander  A.  Dennison   Died  Feb.  9,  1865. 

James  R.  Dickinson  K'd  at  Cold  Harbor 

June  I,  1864. 

John  F.  Dix   Bernardston,  Mass.. 

Geo.  W.  Farnum  345  E.  36th  St.,  N.  Y. 

Moses  D.  Fox   Northfield,  Minn... 

RoUin  E.  Harris   Wilmington,  Vt. .  .  . 

Geo.  O.  Harvey.  .  .  .  .  Westport,  N.  H..  .  . 

Barna  N.  Phelps   West  Brattleboro,Vt.  Enlisted  Halifax. 

Francis  E.  Ray   Wilmington,  Vt..  .  . 

Willard  Russell   Dover,  Vt  

John  C.  Sears  (Capt.)  Dead. 

Sylvester  P.  Smith...  Farmington,  Minn.. 
Henry  C.Ware  Wilmington,  Vt. ... 

Jonas  ¥.  Ware   .  Died  Jan.  21,  1863, 

i6Tn  Vt.  Vols  Washington,  D.  C. 

Co.  F.     

P^lliott  Adams   Gloucester,  Mass... 

Edwin  R.  Allard  Re-enlisted  in  17th. 

Albert  Allen  Died  Jan.  14,  1863. 

David  S.  Ballon  Wilmington,  Vt. .  .  . 

William  M.  Ballou.  .  .  Wilmington,  Vt   [Brigade. 

Hardy  F.  Barber.  .  .  .  Wilmington,  Vt..  .  .  Re-enl'd  in  Eustis's 

Charles  C.  Bemis.  .  .  .  Unknown  

Alfred  S.  Bugbee          114  E.  24th  St..  N.  Y. 

Dana  P.  Chandler  Died  at  Baltimore, 

July  I  5,  1863,  w'ds 
rec'd  July  3,  Gettys- 
burg. 
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Asaph  P.  Childs  Springfield,  Mass... 

Asa  E.  Converse.  Dover,  Vt   

Albert  L.  Crosier.  .  .  .  Tampa,  Florida.  .  .  . 

H.  P.  Cudworth   Blackinton,  Mass... 

Geo.  W.  Davenport  -  .  Leyden,  Mass  

H.  F.  Dix  (Capt.).  .  .  .  Memphis,  Tenn..  .  . 

S,  S.  t^stabrook   Wilmington,  Vt.. .  . 

Sidney  J.  Estabrook.  .  Gibson,  Penn  

Charles  C.  Haskell.  .  .  Denison,  Texas.  .  .  . 
Nevvland  M.  Haskell.  Wilmington,  Vt  

F^phraim  Haskell....  Wilmington,  Vt....  [Mar.  1873. 

John  M.  Holland  Died  Sedalia,  Mo., 

Einus  G.  Hubbard  Urbana,  111  

Albert  M.  Johnson.  .  .  Wilmington,  Vt. .  .  .  Re-enlisted  in  17th. 

Cyren  B.  Eavvton  (Et.)  .   Died  July  1  i,  1863, 

w'ds  rec'd  July  3,  at 
Gettysburg. 

George  Rose   Wilmington,  Vt.... 

C.  M.  Russell   Wilmington,  Vt  

F.  W.  Stearns   Brooklyn,  N.  Y  

Palmer  J.  Titus   Wilmington,  Vt.... 

Austin  H.  Watson...  60 White  St.,  N.  Y.. 

John   Welch   Antioch,  111  

Henry  A.  Wellman.  .   Wilmington,  Vt. .  .  . 

Danforth  J.  Whiting.  .   Northfield,  Minn  

17TH  Vt.  Vols.    

Edwin  R.  Allard  K'd  at  Spotsylvania 

May  12,  1864. 

Charles  PI  Boyd  K'd  at  Petersburg, 

June  17,  1864. 

A.  M.  Johnson   Wilmington,  Vt.... 

H.  W.  Walker  Atlanta,  Ga  

I  ST  Vt.  Cavalry,  

Co.  F. 

Warren  E.  May  Brattleboro,  Vt  

Clark  P.  Stone   Palmer,  Mass  Captain  Co.  F. 

Mason  A.  Stone   Unknown  
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Jason  A.  Stone   Unknown  

Loami  A.  Ware  Died  Sept.  19,  1887. 

2ND  Regiment  U.  S  

Sharp  Shooters  

Warren  W.  Smith.  .  .  Fitchburg,  Mass..  .  . 

Present  and  Former  

Residents    of  Wil-  

mington    who  were   

Soldiers.   

Ad  in  Adams   Wilmington,  Vt. .  .  .  iMilisted  Newfane, 

Co.  I,  1 6th  Vt. 

K.  P.  Ames  .  .  .  Wilmington,  Vt  Enlisted  Halifax, 

Co.  V,  1 6th  Vt. 

Philetus  Averell  Wilmington,  Vt. .  .  .  l^ilisted  Readsboro 

Co.  H,  2nd  Reg.  U. 
S.  S.  S. 

Geo.  E.  Ballou   Seward,  Kan  pjilisted  Whiting- 

ham,  Co.  F,i6th  Vt. 

Safford  Hassett   Illinois  Reg.  Dead. 

Joseph  L.  Hallou....  Sturbridge,  Mass...  luil'd  VVhitingham, 

Co.  F,  1 6th  Vt,. 

Waldo  O.  Bigelow...   Annapolis,  Mo  Lieut  2nd  Md.  Vols. 

I'^  ank  J.  lk)3aL   Whitingham,  Vt. .  .  .  luilisted  Readsboro 

Co.  II,  8th  Vt. 

I'Mwin  W.  Bugbee.-  .  Orange,  Mass  Pailisted  Dover  Co. 

C,  2nd  Vt. 

Allan  S.  Canedy    P^.nl'd  Bennington, 

Co.  1^:,  10th  Vt. 
Died  June  20,  i  889. 

Thomas  Canedy   Hartwellville,  Vt...  Enlisted  Readsboro 

Co.  E,  8th  Vt. 

E.'R.  Cook   West  Dover,  Vt....  Co.  C,  14th  Vt.  Co. 

E,  9th  Vt. 

Charles  C.  p:stey  West  Gardner,  Mass.  Co.  K,  9th  Vt.  Kn- 

listcd  Readsboro. 

George  E.  Haynes.  .  .  Wilmington,  Vt  Enl'd  Woonsocket, 

Co.  D,  5th  R.  L 
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A.  E.  Hescock   Marlboro,  Vt  Enlisted  Whiting- 

ham,  Co.  E,i6th  Vt. 

Joseph  L.  Gilmore.  .  .  Bennington,  Vt  Co.  A,  2nd  Vt. 

Kittredge  Haskins.  .  .  Brattleboro,  Vt  luilisted  Nevvfane. 

1st  Lt.  Co.  I,  1 6th 
Vt.  Vols. 

B.  L.  Johnson   Wilmington,  Vt..  .  .  Co.  D,  loth  Conn. 

Oscar  Love   Wilmington,  Vt  luilisted  Jolliett,  111. 

Co.  G,  53rd  Illinois. 

T.  J.  Miller   West  Brattleboro,  Vt.  Enl'd  Brattleboro, 

Co.  B,  16th  Vt. 

Ered  Moore   Wilmington,  Vt. .  .  .  Enl'd  Bennington, 

Co.  A,  14th  Vt. 

Reuben  S.  Phillips  Unknown  luilistcd  Readsboro 

Co.  E,  17th  Vt. 

Otis  M.  Reed   Meridan,  Conn  Enlisted  Dover,  Co. 

1^,  7th  Vt. 

A.  C.  Stetson   Jacksonville,  Vt....  ICnl'd  VVhitingham, 

Co.  E,  i6tii  Vt. 

Daniel  B.  Smith   Unknown  

David  A.  Tooley  Enl'd  Whitingham, 

Co.  I,  8th  Vt.  Dead. 

Maurice  A.  Wheeler   Enl'd  nth  111.  Died 

at  Cairo,  111.,  fever 
Aug.  12,  1861. 

Warren  H.Wheeler  Enl'd  nth  111.  Died 

at  Cairo,  111.,  fever 
Aug.  14,  I  86 1. 

William  H.  Wilson  _   Enl'd  Townshend 

Co.  D,i6th  Vt.  Died 
Oct.  15,  1862,  at 
Brattleboro,  Vt. 

M.  E.  Blodgett   Breckenridge,  Col..  13th  111. 

Sereno  Bridge  111.  Cavalry.  Dead. 

Jonas  Lincoln   Brooklyn,  N.  Y..  .  .  71st  N.  Y. 

Horace  Lincoln   Mendota,  111  37th  111. 

Simeon  Spencer   Jolliett,  111  111.  Regt. 
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Merrill  Stearns   Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.  37th  111. 

Henry  Stearns   Rock  Island,  111....  111.  Regt. 

Orville  Swift   Danbury,  Conn  7th  N.  V. 

W.  H.  Tyler   Guilford,  Vt  Co.  B,  i6th  Vt. 

]{li  Waste    New  York  City.  ...  71st  N.  Y. 

The  rendezvous  of  Company  I,  Fourth  Vermont  was  at  this 
place  and  the  company  was  drilled  by  Leonard  A.  Stearns,  who 
was  chosen  Captain  upon  the  organization  of  the  company. 
Levi  M.  Tucker  of  Halifax  was  chosen  First-Lieutenant,  and 
Albert  A.  Allard  of  Wilmington,  Second-Lieutenant.  The  com- 
pany left  for  Brattleboro  on  September  i  2th,  where  the  ten  com- 
jxmies  forming  the  regiment  went  into  camp.  The  regiment  was 
mustered  into  United  States  service  on  September  2ist,  and 
immediately  left  for  the  seat  of  war. 

Company  E,  Eleventh  Vermont  was  recruited  at  Brattleboro. 
Upon  organization  the  following  officers  chosen  :  Captain,  John 
Hunt  of  Vernon;  First-Lieutenant,  Charles  Cummings  of  Brat- 
tleboro ;  Second-Lieutenant,  John  C.  Sears  of  Wilmington.  The 
regiment  was  mustered  into  United  States  service  September  i , 
i(S62,  departing  for  the  field  on  the  7th. 

Company  F,  Si.xteenth  Vermont  was  formed  at  this  place 
under  K.  Gorham,  Jr.,  recruiting  officer.  The  company  consisted 
of  volunteers  from  the  towns  of  Wilmington,  Whitingham, 
Halifa.K,  Dover,  and  Searsburg.  The  company  was  organized 
September  3,  i  862,  in  the  choice  of  the  following  officers  :  Captain, 
Henry  F.  Dix  of  Wilmington  ;  First-Lieutenant,  Henry  O.  Gil- 
lett  of  Whitingham  ;  Second-Lieutenant,  George  IT  Burns  of 
Halifax ;  Sergeants,  Enos  Gould,  Dover,  C.  C.  Haskell,  Wil- 
mington, George  F.  Blanchard,  Whitingham,  Charles  P.  Clark, 
Halifax,  George  Rose,  Wilmington  ;  Corporals,  H.  F.  Barber, 
Wilmington,  M.  H.  Ames,  Halifax,  F.  C.  Burr,  Dover,  R.  E. 
JiUson,  Whitingham,  C.  L.  Stacy,  Halifax,  D.  S.  Ballon,  Wil- 
mington, L.  V.  Whitney,  Halifax,  K.  F.  Gillett,  Whitingham. 
Nearly  five  weeks  were  spent  in  drill  under  the  efficient  direction 
of  Lieut.  L.  M.  Tucker  of  Halifax,  who  had  resigned  from  the 
Fourth  Vermont.  On  Wednesday,  October  8th,  the  citizens 
gave  the  company  a  farewell  dinner  which  was  spread  in  the 
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beautiful  i^rove  owned  by  W.  B.  Haskell  opposite  the  Hotel. 
Never  dawned  a  day  more  beautiful  ;  all  nature  seemed  in  accord 
with  the  occasion  which  was  hallowed  in  its  associations.  Rev. 
Dennis  Wells,  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Church,  was  President  of 
the  Day  and  after  the  soldiers  and  triends  had  taken  their  places 
at  the  tables,  which  were  loaded  with  delicacies,  he  spoke  as 
follows  :  "  We  have  come  together  this  day  under  most  peculiar 
circumstances.  As  it  was  the  custom  of  Oriental  nations  to  meet 
together  to  eat,  for  the  purpose  of  manifesting  their  friendship, 
they  deeming  it  as  a  token  never  to  be  broken,  so  we  today 
gather  around  the  festive  board,  to  manifest  our  friendship  as 
well  as  to  feast  on  things  intellectual." 

Rev.  A.  W.  Goodnow,  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church,  made 
invocation,  especially  craving  a  blessing  to  rest  ujkmi  the  soldiers 
who  were  so  soon  to  go  forth  in  the  service  of  their  Country. 
After  doing  abundant  justice  to  the  rejiast  addresses  were  made 
by  Capt.  E.  T.  Butterfield,  J.  M.  Tyler,  Ksq.,  Charles  N.  Daven- 
port, J.  H.  Russell,  Rev.  O.  S.  Morris,  Dea.  Ruel  Smith,  and 
T.  H.  Streeter.  Today  as  we  recall  the  (occasion  and  mention 
these  names  we  reflect  that  only  one  of  those  speakers  is  now 
living.  Poems  were  also  read  from  the  pens  of  D.  Gilbert  Dex- 
ter, Mrs.  Plummer  Prouty,  and  Calvin  PfoUand.  Responses  were 
made  by  the  following  members  of  the  company  :  Capt.  H.  ¥. 
Dix,  Lieutenants  Gillett  and  Burns,  and  Comrades  Gould,  Grifhn, 
Childs,  Adams,  and  Davenport.  The  addresses,  poems,  and 
responses  were  all  of  the  most  patriotic,  soul-stirring  character. 

But  perliaps  the  most  deeply  interesting  feature  of  the  occa- 
sion was  the  j^resentation  of  a  beautiful  sword  and  belt  to  Capt. 
Dix,  the  gift  of  the  patriotic  ladies  of  the  town.  Miss  Sarah 
Morgan,  the  talented  lady  who  at  that  time  was  conducing  the 
High  School,  was  most  aptly  designated  to  make  the  formal 
presentation,  which  she  did  in  language  at  once  appropriate  and 
graceful.     Miss  Morgan  spoke  as  follows  : 

Captaiji  Dix : — The  ponderous  doors  of  war  that  have  so  long 
been  closed  in  our  Country  are  again  thrown  open.  Our  boasted 
land  trembles  beneath  the  tread  of  armed  men.  The  war  cry  has 
sounded  through  sunny  valleys,  over  wide  prairies,  and  even  on 
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these  green  hills  where  quiet  has  reigned  since  the  brave  "  Green 
Mountain  Boys "  helped  to  make  our  land  a  nation  among 
nations.  And  now  to  the  glory  of  their  sons  be  it  spoken,  that 
when  again  the  command  To  arms  "  has  rung  out,  so  many 
brave  ones  from  these  peaceful  homes  stand  ready  to  do  what 
their  strong  arms  can  do  to  plant  our  grand  old  "stars  and 
stripes  "  where  they  shall  wave  alike  o'er  these  green-clad  hills, 
and  the  orange  groves  of  the  sunny  South. 

To  you,  sir,  who  have  left  Coke  and  Blackstone  with  their 
abstruse  theories  of  law  to  force  home  law  and  truth,  with 
stronger  arguments,  even  at  the  point  of  the  glittering  steel  ;  to 
you,  in  behalf  of  the  ladies  of  Wilmington  who  are  mterested 
by  love  of  Country  in  the  noble  cause  in  which  you  are  volun- 
tarily engaged,  and  are  bound  to  yourself  by  ties  of  friendship 
and  esteem,  and  who  will  remember  you  with  theintensest  inter- 
est as  you  lead  their  husbands,  sons,  and  brothers  from  these 
green  hills  of  their  native  homes  to  scenes  of  danger  and  death  ; 
to  you,  as  the  honored  and  honorable  Captain  of  this  gallant 
company,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  present  this  sword,  "  trusty  and 
true,"  with  the  prophetic  hope  that  with  it  you  may  strike  for 
liberty!  Strike  for  humanity!  "Strike  for  God  and  your 
native  land." 

In  response  Captain  Dix  spoke  as  follows: 

Ladies  of  VVib)Li)igto)i : — I  accept  with  thankfulness,  and  with 
greater  satisfaction  than  I  can  express,  this  testimony  of  your 
good  will  and  esteem.  Never  had  I  occasion  to  express  my 
thanks  under  feelings  so  oppressive  as  those  1  experience  at  the 
present  moment,  not  that  these  manifestions  from  you  are  new 
or  strange,  for  they  commenced  with  our  acquaintance,  and  ever 
ready  have  you  been  to  illuminate  with  your  bright  smiles  our 
darkened  and  sorrowful  moments,  ever  ready  to  dispel  with  a 
kind  word  the  gloomy  thoughts  that  ofttimes  settle  on  our  brows, 
ever  ready  to  minister  to  our  wants  ;  but  this  kindness  at  thi.s^ 
moment  when  our  connection  is  about  to  terminate,  almost  takes 
from  me  the  power  to  express  the  emotions  it  inspires.  Words 
cannot  express  my  thankfulness.  You  have  husbands,  brothers, 
and  friends  among  these  soldiers,  and  rest  assured  so  long  as  this 
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strong  right  arm  can  wield  this  trusty  sword,  it  shall  be  found 
where  duty  calls.  We  believe  our  cause  is  just;  we  go  to  battle 
for  the  right,  and  we  have  the  strongest  assurance  that  you  feel 
a  deep  interest  in  our  welfare.  We  know  your  best  wishes  will 
accompany  us,  and  we  believe  that  in  a  few  months  when  "  grim- 
visaged  war  shall  have  smoothed  his  wrinkled  brow,"  when  the 
angel  of  peace  shall  revisit  our  shores,  when  the  clash  of  war 
and  the  din  of  battle  shall  be  exchanged  for  the  pleasing  pur- 
suits of  domestic  life  and  we  return  to  our  peaceful  homes  among 
the  green  hills  of  Vermont,  the  plaudits  of  a  rescued  people  will 
welcome  us. 

The  President  of  the  Day,  Mr.  Wells,  placed  the  sword  and  belt 
upon  the  person  of  Captain  Dix  and  made  remarks  as  follows  : 
I  have  the  pleasure  of  thus  girding  upon  you  this  trusty  sword, 
presented  you  by  those  who  love  peace,  and  are  ever  found  cul- 
tivating its  arts  with  the  glad  amenities  of  life — I,  a  minister  of 
the  Gospel  of  Peace,  place  this  upon  you  as  an  expression  of  the 
deep  sympathy  I  have  in  the  cause  in  which  you  are  about  to  be 
engaged,  with  the  earnest  hope  that  you  will  go  forward  in  this 
bloody  strife  with  the  sword  of  the  Lord  and  the  sword  of 
Gideon. 

The  Wilmington  Cornet  Band  discoursed  excellent  music 
during  the  afternoon.  The  benedi6lion  was  pronounced  and  the 
exercises  of  the  day  closed.  On  the  morrow  the  company  was 
conveyed  to  Brattleboro  to  join  the  regiment  which  remained  in 
camp  at  that  place  until  October  24th,  when  passage  was  taken 
for  Washington. 

Tn  1864,  it  became  impossible  to  fill  the  town's  quota  by  vol- 
unteer enlistments  and  it  became  necessary  to  hire  substitutes. 
On  June  i8th,  1864,  the  town  voted  "  that  a  paper  be  drawn  and 
presented  for  signatures  and  that  those  who  subscribe  to  said 
paper  and  pay  into  the  town  treasury  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
dollars  be  indemnified  by  the  town  against  draft  for  the  next 
three  years,  and  that  the  town  will  provide  a  substitute  for  all 
such  enrolled  persons  as  subscribe  to  said  paper."  The  follow- 
ing enrolled  men  availed  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the 
foregoing  vote:  Elliot  Adams,  Newell  Adams,  O.  H.  Alvord, 
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L.  P.  Blodgett,  Warren  R.  Boyd,  Edgar  F.  Boyd,  Rufus  G. 
Bowker,  John  R.  Buell,  Clark  Chandler,  B.  F.  Childs,  Leland 
Copeland,  Chauncey  Cobb,  Daniel  Cushman,  Charles  N.  Daven- 
port* D.  Gilbert  Dexter,  Henry  F.  Dix,  James  H.  Flagg,  John 
H.  Flagg,  John  Fitch,  Horace  M.  Fitch,  O.  B.  Lawton,  James 
Miller,  John  Morris,  Ransom  H.  Moore,  Daniel  K.  Palmeter, 
Albert  Palmeter,  A.  W.  Ray,  Alonzo  Rice,  Perley  Rich,  Sidney 
Rich,  William  C.  Riddle,  C.  M.  Russell,  Nathan  Stark,  F.  R. 
Smith,  Chauncey  Smith,  I.  O.  P.  Smith,  George  R.  Tanner, 
Edward  Titus,  James  M.  Tyler,  Lucius  Walker,  George  F. 
White,  Andrew  J.  Wilson,  John  T.  Wilson. 

But  at  last  in  April,  1865,  came  the  welcoVne  news  of  peace 
and  the  bloody  confli6l  that  for  four  long  years  had  ravaged  the 
land  was  brought  to  a  close.  2,829,132  patriotic  men  had 
marched  away  from  their  northern  homes  to  serve  their  Country 
and  to  defend  the  flag;  359,528  came  not  back  again  for  they 
had  fought  their  last  battle  and  had  gone  to  their  graves.  Some 
had  met  their  death  upon  the  battle  field,  or  on  the  ocean  wave  ; 
some  had  fallen  by  disease  and  some  had  died  in  the  prison  pen. 
$6,500,000,000  of  treasure  had  been  Expended  to  sustain  the 
Government  and  to  defend  the  Union  bequeathed  by  the  fathers. 
Sleep  peacefully  on  brave  and  noble  men.  Your  memory  shall 
be  kept  fadeless,  pure,  immortal  in  the  hearts  and  homes  of  your 
countrymen.  They  died  not  in  vain.  They  bore  in  triumph 
through  shot  and  shell  the  glorious  flag  of  their  Country  and 
under  God  regenerated  the  political  life  of  the  nation.  In  our 
mountains  are  silver  and  gold ;  in  our  valleys  are  gems  and 
diamonds  ;  but  nowhere  is  dust  so  precious  as  that  of  our  fallen 
braves,  for  from  this  springs  the  harvest  of  civil  liberty. 

The  glorious  fruits  of  a  free  government  are  gathered  only 
from  soil  fertilized  by  the  blood  of  patriots  and  heroes.  They 
went  down  into  death  that  the  republic  might  rise  into  newness 
of  life.  They  died  for  liberty,  pouring  their  heart's  blood  into  its 
channels,  stamping  their  chara6lers  upon  its  pillars,  paving  with 
their  bones  the  highway  upon  which  the  nation  now  marches  to 
greater  glory  and  renown.  They  may  repose  in  unknown  graves 
or  sleep  beneath  the  sea,  yet  theirs  is  a  deathless  fame.  Poetry 
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and  eloquence  will  embalm  their  memories  and  keep  ever  bright 
the  recollection  of  their  heroic  deeds. 


THE  GRAND  ARMY  OF  THE  REPUBLIC. 

That  society  whose  watch-words  are  "  Fraternity,  Charity, 
and  Loyalty" — fraternity  so  wide-spread  as  to  embrace  all  who 
honored  themselves  by  enlisting  in  the  Union  Army  ;  a  charity 
so  broad  as  to  have  included  within  its  benefactions  sufferers  of 
every  class,  and  of  all  sections  of  our  Country  ;  a  loyalty  that 
maintains  "  true  allegiance  to  the  United  States  of  America," 
based  upon  a  paramount  respect  for,  and  fidelity  to,  its  constitu- 
tion and  laws,  that  discountenances  "  whatever  tends  to  weaken 
loyalty,  incites  to  insurrection,  treason  or  rebellion,"  and  en- 
courages "the  spread  of  universal  liberty,  equal  rights  and 
justice  to  all  men,"  and  which  constantly  inculcates  the  spirit  of 
good  will  and  friendship  for  all  law-abiding  citizens  of  our  com- 
mon Country,  needs  no 'commendation  to  the  readers  of  these 
pages. 

The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  is  the  grandest  civic  organ- 
ization the  world  has  ever  seen  ;  its  counterpart  is  not  to  be 
found  on  the  globe.  Its  list  of  membership  is  the  nation's  roll 
of  honor,  containing  the  most  illustrious  names  in  history,  the 
names  of  the  brave  men  who  in  the  darkest  days  of  the  Rebel- 
lion, followed  the  stars  and  stripes  as  the  emblem,  not  of  a  con- 
federacy of  States  bound  together  by  ropes  of  sand,  but  as  the 
emblem  of  an  indissoluble  union  of  indestru61ible  States. 

They  followed  the  flag  whether  in  sunshine  or  in  storm,  victory 
or  defeat,  with  more  confidence  and  greater  reverence  than  did 
the  children  of  Israel  the  pillar  of  cloud  by  day  and  of  fire 
by  night.  ^ 

As  the  war  recedes  the  men  who  shared  together  the  priva- 
tions and  hardships  of  the  toilsome  march,  the  midnight  watch, 
the  summer's  heat,  the  winter's  blast,  the  dangers  of  the  battle 
field,  the  suffering  of  the  hospital,  the  untold  agonies  of  the 
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prison  pen,  long  for  the  touch  of  a  comrade's  elbow  as  of  old 
and  seek  the  Post  Room  where  the  partisan  and  sectarian  are 
not  heard. 

"  There  are  bonds  of  all  sorts  in  this  world  of  ours, — 

Fetters  of  friendship  and  ties  of  flowers, 

And  true  lover's  knots,  I  ween  ; 

The  boy  and  the  girl  are  bound  by  a  kiss. 

But  there's  never  a  bond,  old  friend,  like  this — 

We  have  drank  from  the  same  canteen." 
The  banners  of  the  Grand  Army  have  been  carried  into  evrey 
State  and  Territory,  and  every  night  the  C.imp  Fires  are  lighted 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  from  the  Lakes  to  the  Gulf 
There  are  7,178  Posts  with  a  membership  of  458,230.  The 
growth  of  the  order  has  been  steady  and  healthy.  Strong  as  it 
is,  it  has  never  been,  and  I  trust  never  will  be  used  for  partisan 
purposes,  or  to  gratify  the  personal  ambitions  of  any  man  or  set 
of  men.  9 

I'ost  Reynolds,  No.  30,  was  duly  instiluled  March  23,  1871. 
The  organization  continued  about  five  years — during  which  time 
aljout  fifty  comrades  became  members  of  the  Post — but  as  there 
seemed  to  be  a  lack  of  interest  it  was  deemed  best  to  discontinue 
the  organization,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

Reorganization  of  C.  B.  Lawton  Post,  No.  44. 
On  September  13,  1883,  Post  C.  B.  Lawton,  No.  44,  Depart- 
ment of  Vermont,  was  duly  instituted  by  Comrade  H.  K.  Taylor 
of  Brattleboro,  Mustering  Officer. 

Commanders  of  the  Post  have  been  as  follows  :  1883,  1884, 
1885,  A.  M.  Johnson  ;  1886,  J.  M.  Bassett ;  1887,  H.  F.  Barber  ; 
1888,  F.  PI  Ray  ;  1889,  George  F.  Haynes.  Officers  for  present 
year:  George  J.  Bond,  P.  C;  C.  M.  Russell,  S.  V.  C;  H.  A. 
Wellman,  J.  V.  C;  B.  L.  Johnson,  Surg.;  D.  S.  Ballon,  Chap.; 
N.  M.  Haskell,  Q.  M.;  A.  M.  Johnson,  Adjt.;  H.  F.  Barber,  O. 
D.;  R.  F.  Harris,  O.  G.;  A.  C.  Stetson,  S.  M.;  P>ed  Moore,  ^ 
Q.  M.S. 

The  story  of  the  great  Rebellion  will  never  grow  old.  Child- 
ren of  the  Republic  will  tell  through  coming  ages  how  the  sol- 
diers of  '6i-'65  maintained  the  Constitution,  preserved  the  union 
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of  the  States  established  by  the  fathers,  kept  the  flag  unsulHed, 
giving  to  The  nation  a  new  birth  of  freedom."  Comrades,  your 
deeds  shall  go  down  in  song  and  story  which  shall  be  sung  and 
told  by  a  grateful  people  to  the  glad  coming  time, 

When  the  war  drum  throbs  no  longer, 

And  the  battle  flags  are  furled, 
In  the  parliament  of  man, 
The  federation  of  the  world." 


WOMAN'S   RELIEF  CORPS. 

The  C.  B.  Lawton  W.  R.  C,  No.  34,  auxiliary  to  the  G.  A.  R., 
was  established  July  21,  1887,  with  sixteen  charter  members.  It 
now  numbers  twenty.  The  obje(51;  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps 
is,  first,  to  assist  the  Grand  Army  and  to  perpetuate  the  memory 
of  their  heroic  dead.  Second,  to  assist  such  Union  veterans  as 
need  their  help,  and  to  extend  needful  aid  to  their  widows  and 
orphans ;  to  find  homes  and  employment  and  assure  them  of 
sympathy  and  friends  ;  to  cherish  and  emulate  the  deeds  of  our 
army  nurses  and  all  loyal  women.  Third,  to  inculcate  lessons 
of  patriotism  and  love  of  country  among  our  children  ;  to  main- 
tain true  allegiance  to  the  United  States  of  America  ;  to  dis- 
countenance whatever  tends  to  weaken  loyalty,  and  to  encourage 
universal  liberty  and  equal  rights  to  all  men.  All  loyal  women 
with  good  moral  chara6ler  are  eligible.  Mrs.  R.  J.  Johnson  is 
the  President  for  the  coming  year. 


VICTORY  GRANGE. 

Victory  Grange  was  organized  January  15,  1875,  with  thirty- 
seven  members.  One  hundred  and  eighteen  have  joined  since, 
making  in  all  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  members.  The  smallest 
number  at  any  time  was  from  i  880  to  1 883,  when  there  were  only 
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fifteen  members.  In  1884  new  members  commenced  to  join  and 
there  has  been  a  steady  gain  since,  with  about  eighty  members 
at  the  present  time. 

Regular  meetings  are  held  Fridays  on  or  before  each  full 
moon  and  two  weeks  after,  with  extra  meetings  as  occasion 
requires.  Subje6ts  of  general  interest  to  the  farmers  are  dis- 
cussed. The  best  methods  of  raising  the  different  farm  crops, 
care,  and  feed  of  farm  stock,  the  best  and  most  profitable  stock 
to  raise.  The  household  questions  are  also  discussed  to  some 
extent,  and  we  trust  they  will  receive  more  attention  in  the  future. 
The  young  people  are  asked  to  declaim  or  read  sele6tions  at 
nearly  every  meeting,  and  we  are  not  without  music ;  the  choir 
is  one  of  the  attractive  features.  We  believe  the  Grange  has 
done  and  is  doing  a  good  work  in  Wilmington,  by  making  better 
farmers  as  well  as  better  men  and  women  of  its  members.  It  is 
an  organization  that  no  man  or  woman  who  has  an  interest  in 
agriculture  need  be  ashamed  that  they  have  joined.  The  time 
has  come  when  the  farmers  must  organize  for  their  own  protec- 
tion. Every  trade  and  every  profession  have  their  organization  ; 
the  farmer  was  the  last  to  organize,  but  through  the  Grange  they 
have  an  organization  that  is  recognized  as  a  power  in  the  land. 
It  is  honored  by  our  legislators  and  its  petitions  are  respe6led 
and  considered.  One  of  the  great  works  of  the  Grange  is  to 
educate  the  farmer  ;  to  teach  him  that  he  is  equal  to  other  men 
and  not  their  inferior.  We  ask  all  who  are  interested  in  agri- 
culture to  join  with  us  and  help  the  good  work  along. 


WAVERLY  LODGE,  NO.  53,1.  O.  OF  G.  T. 

Among  the  flourishing  social  institutions  of  Wilmington  in  the 
past  few  years  has  been  Waverly  Lodge  of  Good  Templars, 
which  was  organized  in  1882  with  Rev.  Joseph  Hamilton  as  its 
first  Chief  Templar.  From  the  first  it  has  had  some  very  zealous 
members  and  its  literary  entertainments  have  been  of  a  very 
high  order ;  while  in  a  quiet  way  it  has  always  had  an  influence 
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in  tlie  community  for  sobriety  any  purity.  In  the  seven  years 
of  its  existence  over  one  hundred  and  seventy  members  have 
been  enrolled  on  its  books.  The  present  Lodge  Deputy  is  George 
E.  Haynes,  and  H.  Mann,  Jr.,  is  the  present  Chief  Templar. 
The  warm-hearted  people  of  this  organization  give  a  generous 
greeting  to  all  new  members. 


WOMAN'S  CHRISTIAN  TKMPKRANCK  UNION. 

The  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union  was  organized 
June  15,  1883,  by  Mrs.  J.  K.  Barney  of  Connecticut,  and  has 
been  doing  aclive,  aggressive  work  ever  since.  With  a  member 
ship  of  forty,  and  conducting  eight  distinct  departments,  each 
managed  by  an  efficient  superintendent,  its  work  is  diversified. 
Believing  that  the  hope  of  the  future  lies  in  the  children  of  to- 
day, special  attention  is  given  to  temperance  teaching  both  in  our 
public  and  Sunday  schools.  A  large  proportion  of  the  children 
in  the  latter  have  taken  the  triple  [)letlge.  Union  Temperance 
Sunday  School  Concerts  are  held  cjuarterl)-  for  the  l^enefit  of  the 
children. 

The  departments  of  work  now  receiving  attention  are  health, 
hygiene,  scientific  temperance  instruction,  Sunday  School,  fran- 
chise, social  purity,  press  and  kindergarten.  Many  lecturers 
have  been  invited  to  the  town  by  the  Union,  among  the  most 
noted,  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Livermore,  Mrs.  limily  McLaughlin,  Rev. 
Ada  C.  Bowles,  Miss  Narcissa  White,  Mrs.  Zerelda  Wallace,  and 
Mrs.  Sarah  M.  Perkins. 

Parlor  meetings  are  held  occasionally  at  the  homes  of  mem- 
bers at  which  times  local  talent  is  utilized.  These  gatherings 
are  not  only  very  entertaining,  but  also  prove  helpful  in  educa- 
ing  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  temperance. 

Amount  of  money  raised  by  the  Union  since  organization, 
$440.  Present  officers  :  President,  Mrs.  Anna  M.  Spencer;  P'irst 
Vice-President,  Mrs.  l^mma  G.  Ware  ;  .Second  Vice-l^resident, 
Mrs.  Clara  B.  Barber  ;  Secretary,  Mrs.  Vienna  S.  Wheeler ; 
Treasurer,  Miss  Helen  S.  Barnard. 


\ViLMJN(iTON  A(iKiCLr;i  LiKAi.  Socii-rrv.  205 
THE  WILMINGTON  vlGRlCUM  U  R AL  SOCIETY. 


This  society  is  one  of  tlie  oldest  and  has,  ever  snice  ic  was 
first  or^^anized,  been  called  one  of  the  best  and  most  prosperous 
ori^anizations  of  the  kind  in  the  State.  So  L;real  was  its  reputa- 
tion that  ab(jut  tlie  \  ear  i860  JudL;e  Collamcr  said  at  tlie  State 
Vdiv  at  l\uLland,  "  VVilniiuL^ton  has  beaten  Llie  Slate  ever)'  time." 

The  society  was  organized  about  1S50,  antl  with  the  exception 
of  two  )'ears,  has  held  an  exhibition  every  year  simce — the  exhi- 
bition this  year  being  the  thirty-eighth  since  its  organization. 
Soon  after  the  society  was  organized  ihe  tou  n  was  div  ided  into 
two  sections  called  tiie  h^asLern  and  iNorthern.  Each  provided 
themselves  with  a  large  wagon — the  h/istern  fort)'  and  the 
N(Ji-thern  thirt).'  feet  long — covered  with  white  cloth,  wath  red 
;ind  blue  ciutains,  and  usually  trimmed  with  eveigreens.  These 
wagons  freighted  with  jo)/ous  maids,  matiuns,  and  little  fcdks, 
antl  drawn  by  all  the  oxen  which  could  be  gathered  from  each 
section  and  lead  b)'  the  Wilmington  Ccjrnet  Hand  (which  is  still 
in  a  nourishing  condition)  was  usually  the  great  feature  of  the 
d.L)-.  Much  good-natured  stiite  was  aroused  between  the  two 
secti()ns  for  the  honor  of  havmg  the  best  and  largest  team.  In 
1S39  the  records  show  that  the  Northern  team  IkuI  sixt\--one 
pan-s  of  oxen,  and  the  l^astern  hft\  -three  pairs — one  hundred 
and  fourteen  in  cdl.  It  has  ever  been  the  object  of  the  -.ociet)' 
to  strive  to  excel  in  everyllhng,  and  it  would  .^eem  that  tJie 
mottt)  wdiich  lloated  oxer  the  wagon  from  the  North, 
"  Iln's  is  the  best  that  we  can  do, 
In  eighteen  luiU'drcLl  and  lift) -t\\  t),"' 
had  ever  been  the  motto  of  the  society.  These  wagons  were 
run  until  1878,  wlien  on  account  ot  there  being  less  o.ven  kei)t, 
man)'  firmers  using  horses  instead,  ihcy  were  discontinued. 

Although  in  later  )^ears  there  has  n(3t  been  as  good  an  exhi- 
tion  of  oxen,  it  has  been  made  u})  b)'  the  increased  exhibit  of 
young  stock,     ddie  exhil)it  of  1888  w.is  unixersall)'  considci'ed' 
.IS  one  of  the  best  iu  the  histor)'  ol  the  .societ)-.    Within  tlie  last 
few  )^ears  the  low^  ])rice  of  stock  and  the  high  |)i  i(.;.j  ot  horses 
has  led  many  to  increase  their  stock  of  horses,  and  now  tlie 
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need  of  a  place  suitable  to  show  our  horses  and  colts  in  connec- 
tion with  our  cattle  is  felt. 

It  would  seem  that  one  of  the  best  proofs  of  the  push  and 
determination  of  the  people  of  Wilmini^ton  is  in  the  fact  that  in 
all  this  time  visitors  have  never  been  charged  a  penny  for  admis- 
sion to  the  fairs,  and  whenever  any  money  was  needed  to  pay 
expenses  the  people  have  bountifully  supplied  it  when  asked.  It 
has  been  no  present  pecuniary  return  which  has  induced  the 
farmers  to  so  nobly  sustain  them,  as  no  money  premiums  were 
available,  and  the  honor  of  having  the  best  was  the  reward  for 
which  all  sought,  trusting  that  the  advantage  so  obtained  would 
return  a  reward  in  the  future.  During  the  past  two  }'ears  sub 
scription  papers  have  been  circulated  and  mone}'  raised,  which 
has  been  divided  into  money  j)remiums  h)'  the  society,  d  his  has 
added  not  a  little  interest,  and  makes  it  more  of  an  object  for 
our  larmers  to  bring  out  their  neat  stock,  and  should  the  money 
premiums  continue  to  be  offered  we  look  for  a  larger  exhibit  and 
better  fairs  in  the  future. 

Oificers  of  the  society,  1890:  President,  Adin  Adams;  Vice- 
President,  K.  A.  Fitch;  Secretary,  C.  M.  Russell;  Treasurer,  J. 
M.  Bassett ;  Directors,  J.  II.  Stowe,  S})encer  Robinson,  J.  11. 
Kidder,  F.  R.  Smith,  O.  F.  Howe;  Marshal,  V.  K.  Ray;  /Vssis- 
tant  Marshals,  Mills  Brown,  F.  H.  Aldrich  ;  Auditors,  E.  M. 
Ha}'nes,  N.  D.  Mann  ;  Out  Door  Committee  of  Arrangements, 
C.  W.  Bissell,  E.  M.  Haynes,  D.  G.  Hubbard,  j.  W.  Temple,  P. 
G.  Hubbard  ;  In  F)oor  Committee  of  Arrangements,  C.  C.  Clark, 
A.  W.  Rice.  A.  L.  Haynes,  Mrs.  A.  L.  Haynes,  Miss  Ida  Har- 
ris, Miss  Martha  Lawton. 


FINANCIAL  REPORT. 

The  following  report  presented  by  C.  D.  Spencer,  Treasin-er 
of  the  Reunion  Association,  shows  the  receipts  and  expenses  of 
the  reunion  and  celebration  in  detail  : 
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Receipts. 

Appropriated  by  the  town   .  .  ;^300  oo 

Subscri[)tion.s  from  town  citizens  procured 
b)^  Iv  M.  liaynes,  Chairman  l^^inance 

Commiittee     190  00 

Cash  from  Banquet  Committee — 

Sales  of  food,  etc   40  53 

Sales  of  decorations,  etc   15  25 

Sales  of  sashes  and  contributions   19  39 

Cash  of  W.  H.  Childs,  fireworks   61  07 

INDIVIDUAL  SUBSCRIPTIONS  ALPHABETICALLY 
ARRANGED. 

J.  H.  Adams,  North  Adams,  Mass   10  00 

l^Mijamin  H.  Adams,  Brooklyn   25  00 

W.  K.  Barber,  Brattleboro,  Vt   5  00 

G.  L.  Clary,  Brattleboro,  Vt   5  00 

A.  P.  Childs,  Springfield,  Mass   lO  OO 

F.  W.  Childs,  Brattleboro,  Vt  ...  25  00 

R.  S.  Childs,  Springfield,  Mass   25  00 

A.  VV.  Childs,  Brattleboro,  Vt   10  00 

Mary  L.  Crowell,  Brattleboro,  Vt   10  00 

().  L.  Cushman,  New  York    10  00 

II.  B.  Cushman,  New  York    10  00 

\V.  V.  Cushman,  New  York   5  00 

C.  I  I.  Davenport,  Brattleboro,  Vt   10  00 

Fred  O.  Dodge,  Boston   2  00 

James  H.  Flagg,  North  Adams,  Mass   10  00 

John  II.  Magg,  New  York   25  00 

iM-ed  A.  Flagg,  New  York   5  00 

F.  W.  Fairbanks,  New  York   5  00 

E.  A.  Fairbanks,  New  York.   5  00 

H.  M.  Fox,  Brooklyn   5  00 

George  G.  Vox,  Charlestown,  Mass   i  5  00 

I'^ord  &  Ferry,  Brooklyn   10  OO 

C^Kirduer  S.  Howe,  Hinsdale,  N.  H..   5  00 


Amount  carried  forivard,  $^73  24 
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AinoiDit  broiii^Jit  forivai'd,                          ^*^73  ^4 

M.  1..  nannuni,  Hrouklyii   2  oo 

T.  W.  Keating,  Jr.,  Brookl}/!!.   5  oo 

Airs.  T.  W.*  Keating,  Jr.,  l^roo'ilyn   2  00 

(),  iVT.  Lawton,  Brooklyn   5  oo 

J.  A.  Lincoln,  Brooklyn.   lo  oo 

Walter  C.  Lincoln,  Brooklyn  ......  5  oo 

M.  A.  Lyman,  South  Boston,  Mass..  .....  5  OO 

11.  W.  Miller,  J^rooklyn                              .  5  00 

Mrs.  M.  VV.  Miller.  Brooklyn    2  00 

F.  L.  Millington,  New  York   5  00 

C.  A.  Miner,  Auburndale,  Mass   5  00 

John  r..  Patch,  Brooklyn                         .  .  .  5  00 

L.  V.  IVttee,  l^rooklyn    10  00 

J.  VV.  kroiity,  Brattleboro,  Vt    i  00 

Sarah  Iv  Ra)%  Br(H)kl)qi   5  00 

R.  IL  Riddell,  Somerville,  Mass..  ....   10  OO 

Sitlney  Rich,  Wilmington,  Vt   i  00 

Lharles  IC.  Stearns,  l)ro(jklyn   5  00 

Mrs.  Charles  V..  Stearns,  l^rooklyn   2  00 

H.  W.  Stearns,  l^rooklyn   10  00 

L.  N.  Smith,  Worcester,  Mass   5  00 

L  ().  \\  Smith,  Brattleboro,  Vt                    .  1  00 

1^1  win  FL  Smith,  Cambridgeport,  Mass..  .  .  10  00 

I  )ar\vin  J.  Smith,  Cambiidgcport,  Mass...  5  00 

C).      Swift,  Si)ringfield,  Mass   i  00 

L.  P.  Stone,  Philadelphia    lO  OO 

B)'r()n  /V.  Stone,  ]\b)hawk,  N.  \   LS 

1  )exter  L.  Stone,  New  York  ^.  .  lO  OO 

Leander  Titus,  Brooklyn   5  00 

Henri  Titus,  Brooklyn   5  00 

Frank  1^.  Titus,  Brooklyn                          .  3  00 

Arnold  Titus,  J^rooklyn   5  00 

A.  II.  Watson,  New  York   lO  00 

P.  L.  Watson,  Brooklyn    5  00 


Aiiwiiut  carried  forward,  ^1063  24 
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Amount  brought  forivard,                       ^1063  24 

L.  A.  Ware,  New  York   5  00 

H.  S.  Ware,  Brooklyn   5  00 

Emma  Talbot  Wright,  Cambridge,  Mass..  4  00 

H.  D.  Whitney,  Chattanooga,  Tenn   i  00 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Winchester,  Brooklyn   2  00 


^gioSo  24 

Expenses. 

Paid  Kittredge  Haskins  for  services  as  Ora- 
tor of  the  Day..  .   $  00 

Paid  W.  II.  Childs  for  fireworks   261  07 

First  Regiment  Band  of  Brattleboro.  135  00 
Burr  &  MacLellan  hotel  bill  Brattle- 
boro Band   56  50 

Wilmington  Cornet  I^and   75  00 

C.  M.  Russell  for  presenting  stereop- 

ticon  portraits   50  00 

(Whole  expense  of  exhibit'n  ;S^70.78) 

O.  H.  Jones,  bill  of  printing             .  40  'Oi 

R.  S.  Childs,  decorations   97  08 

A.  L.  Childs,  postage  expense  .  12  81 

A.  E.  Noyes  for  badges   1  25 

Spencer  &  Leonard  for  merchandise.  73  58 

O.  O.  Ware  for  merchandise   615 

C.  H.  Parmelee  for  merchandise.  .  .  .  3  5  i 

A.  L.  Wheeler  for  merchandise   4  05 

Mrs.  Bell  for  use  of  grove   5  00 

A.  E.  Thurber,  Brattleboro,  for  rolls  10  00 
Industrial  Union,  Brattleboro,  bread  36  00 
W.  F.  Richardson,  Brattleboro,  meat  61  75 
Stickney  Brothers,  Brattleboro,  Sara- 
toga chips   5  00 

D.  V.  C.  Association  for  butter   4  68  ^ 

Copeland  &  Bellows,  use  of  lumber.  8  50 


Amount  carried  forzvard, 


$gg6  94 
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Anion Jit  brought  forzvard,  $99^  94 

Mrs.  F.  E.  Ray,  labor   i  oo 

Daniel  L.  May,  labor    5  lo 

J.  M.  Bassett,  labor   3  oo 

C.  M.  Russell,  labor   9  oo 

1{.  O.  Barnard,  labor.   4  oo 

M.   Hayn^^s,  labor  and  cash  ex- 
pended as  per  bill.   20  35 

W.  G.  &  L.  Co.  for  lumber   4  23 

K.  A.  Fitch  for  labor.  .  . :  -  4  62 

Ice  Conij)any  for  ice   75 

A.  M.Johnson,  stationery,  etc   '  05 

IF  W.  Stearns  for  marshals'  sashes.  17  50 

J.  H.  Kidder  for  masks,  etc    6  05 

F.  A.  VVillard,  cash  paid  as  per  bill.  6  65 
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ADDITION  TO  MILITARY  HISTORY. 

[The  following  additions  to  the  Military  History  have  been 
obtained  since  that  article  was  printed  :] 

Among  Wilmington's  early  military  officers  were  Capt.  Dr. 
Pulsifer,  Col.  Horace  Hastings,  Capt.  Lancey  P^orbes,  Maj.  A. 
B.  Childs,  and  Maj\  David  Bills,  all  of  whom  and  others  servecl 
in  the  State  militia,  though  the  records  in  the  Adjutant  General's 
office  being  incomplete  failed  to  give  the  local  history. 
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ERRATA. 

Page  40,  line  3,  read    1794"  for  "  1784." 

Page  45,  next  to  last  line,  read  "  their  "  for  "  those." 

Page  47,  line  23,  read  "  1792"  for  "  1788." 

Page  55,  line  14,  read  ''Searsburg"  for  "  Searsbury." 

Page  55,  line  23,  read    the"  for  "that." 

Page  68,  line  5,  read     1857  "  f^>^  "  1867." 

Page  68,  line  6,  read  "  Israel  Lawton  "  for  "  James  Lawton. 

Page  73,  line  28,  read  "  1880"  for"  1888." 

Page  76,  last  line,  read  "  1777  "  for  "  1781." 

Page  81,  line  25,  read  "  Warner"  for  "  Warren." 

Page  88,  read  "  Elijah  p:aston,  Jr."  for  "  Elijah  tlaton,  Jr." 
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ORGANS 


ORGANS 


s 

E  ST  E  Y 


[ 


ORGANS 


V 


ORGANS 


SOLD  UPON  MERIT. 


ESTABLISHED  50  YEARS. 

HONESTLY  BUILT. 
OVER  200,000  SOLD.  THOROUGHLY  EQUIPPED. 

WORTH   TWICE  THEIR  COST. 
UNEOUALLED   IN   TONE.  KNOWN  THE  WORLD  OVER. 


ESTEY  0R6AN  G0.,  BRAJFT^liEiB8R8',  n 

Send,    for    Illu.str£itecl    Cattilogue,  H'ree. 


Al'J'ENDlX. 
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Keep  constantly  on  hand  a  well-selecled  stock  of 

We  exercise  great  care  to  have  the  quality  of  all  our  articles  in 
stock  standard,  and  our  prices  couiniend  themselves  to 
careful  buyers. 

\VK    MAKE    A    SPKCIA[;rY    OF    SUPkLYINC;  FARM 
kkODUCF,   PARTICULARLY    MAPLL  SUGAR 
AND  SYRUP,  ANL  HUTTFR  TO  CON- 
SUATLRS   AT    LOW  PRICLS. 

KY^^^i'i"  "  lla)'stack  "  Brand  of  Pure  IVlaple  Syru])  is  unriv- 
alled, and  any  order  from  one  «^allon  to  a  car  lot  will  receive 
pi-onipt  attention.     Orders  from  families  S(;licited. 

SPENCER  &  LEONARD, 

Wilmington,  Vt. 


PRP:SCRI  PTIONS  CA  R  P:PTJLLV  C(  )M  P(  )UN  1)1^1). 


We  aim  to  keep  up  the  old-time  reputation  ot  this  store  for 

the  best 

-:-  'l  l^AS,  C()FPTU^:S,  SPICLS,  AND  CANNI^D  (^.OODS.  -:- 
Complete  Stock  of 

Into.  1  s:j^i^idw^i?.:k!. 

SPI':C1AL  AlTl'.N  riON  (ilVluN   TO  HUILDPT^S'  HARD- 

WARh:,  supPLii'.s,  p:rc.  ^ 

-^'f^S'    O^iality    and    PiMoes   Guaranteed.  ■.P- 
CHAS.  H.  PARMELEE-, 

Wilmington,  Vt. 
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"FRATERNITY,  CHARITY  AND  LOYALTY." 

ILLUSTRATED  ENTKRTAINMKN  LS       x-         x  * 
*  ^-  -X-        WON  POPULAR  SUHJIXTS. 

Special  Entertainment  for  the  Present  Season, 

 OK  

Heroes  and  Historic  Places  of  the  Rebellion. 

 o  

FROM  SUMTER  TO  APPOMATTOX,         :        :  : 

:       :        WITH  OUR  SOLDIERS  I^^OM  1861  TO  1865. 

 o  

BEAUTIFUL  STEREOPTICON  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

GRAPHIC  DESCRIPTIONS. 

Liberal  terms  made  with  Grand  Army  Posts,  W.  R.  Corps, 
Camps  S.  of  V.,  Lodges,  Churches,  Societies  or  any  organ- 
ization desiring  an  entertainment  at  once  pleasing 

and  instructive.  1^ 

j^^For  fen/is,  dates,  etc.,  address 

C.  M.  RUSSELL, 

Wilmins;ton,  Vermont. 
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'J'lil':  COKNEU  Sl'OKi:. 
DEALER  IN 

WILMINGTON,  VT. 

 ( )  

Strictly  Pure  Maple  Syrup  and  Su^ar  a  Specialty'  in  its 
vSeason. 


Rapoiula  Lake. 

A  summt<:r  resort  situatp:d  tn  wtlmington,  vt. 

A  fine,  modern  hotel  with  first-class  furnishinos  and  board  iii^ 
sur|)assed  by  any  country  house.  Suj)erior  boatin^^,  beautiful 
drives,  lovely  walks.  Rates  moderate.  In  arrangini^"  for  your 
summer  vacation  remember  Raponda. 

E.  K.  \VrTh:hT;h:R,  Pkesedent. 
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 1)  

THE  NFAV  YORK  LIFE  INbLTRANCI':  C()MPAN\^ 

Of'"  Ni.W  VOKK 

Offers  the  most  liberal  policy,  p:i)'s  its  losses  the  must  promolix', 
and  deals  the  most  liberally  with  it^  policy  holders  ol  any  com- 
pany doing  business  in  this  section  ot  the  countr)'. 

(Jf^f^  fitus  pci'd  to  rolii  y  I loldcrs  in  Wihiniif^^yu  in  the  last  Jl"cO 
ycdis  o'i'i'}-  .^'/ J, ()(>(). 

 ( )  

THE  FH)ELrTY  AND  CASIIAEFV  COMPANY 

OF  NEW 

Issues  Accident  iV^licies  at  the  lowest  rate  conservativ^e  with 
ij^ood  business  principles.  Has  assets  over  31,000,000,  and  has 
all  the  leadin<:^  features  in  its  policies. 

Information  in  regard  to  either  of  these  companies  freely  given 
by  A.  P.  CHILDS,  or  IC.  P.  HA])EP:Y,  General  Agents, 
Si'KiNOFiKLi),  Mass., 
CUDWORTH  &  ClIHdJ.S,  rh< attlicisoku.  Vt.,  or 
P:  A.  WIEEARD,  JR.,  WIEMINGTON,  VT. 
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